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Sisters Hanan and Misk were injured in an
Israeli airstrike that killed their mother.

Misk had just learned how to walk.

Hanan, 3 years old
Both legs amputated

Misk, 18 months old
Left foot amputated

APR 2025
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INSIGHTS

he faces are different, but

it’s the same authoritari-

anism. UK Prime Minis-

ter Keir Starmer’s team
might not look or sound like Donald
Trump’s, but its policies on protest
and dissent are chillingly similar.
So is the reason: coordinated global
lobbying by the rich and powerful,
fronted by rightwing junktanks.

On March 27, six young women

were having tea and biscuits in the
Quaker meeting house in Westmin-
ster, London. Twenty police officers
forced open the door and arrested
them on conspiracy charges. Had
the police discovered a plot to blow
up parliament or to poison the wa-
ter supply? No. It was an openly ad-
vertised, routine meeting of a pro-
test group called Youth Demand,
discussing climate breakdown and
the assault on Gaza.

>»GEORGE MONBIOT

Arrested
over tea and
biscuits

I spoke to one of the arrested
women, Jennifer Kennedy. She is
not an activist, but a student jour-
nalist who was covering the meet-
ing. Her phone, camera and lap-
top were confiscated. She was held
incommunicado for 16 hours: like
the others arrested, she was not al-
lowed to make a phone call, so fam-
ily and friends had no idea where
she was. This is a tactic used for
serious organised crime, terrorism

2 = _ g
DOUBLE STANDARDS: UK police weren't bothered by several disruptive farmers' protests in central London, but found time to
raid a meeting of young women having tea and biscuits at a Quaker meeting house while discussing Israel's assault on Gaza

or espionage, to prevent suspects
from disposing of evidence, intimi-
dating witnesses or alerting other
spies. While she was held, she says
the police searched her flat, look-
ing through her books and frighten-
ing her flatmate. The police justified
the raid by claiming that Youth De-
mand plan to “shut down London.”
What this has meant previously is
10-minute blockages of individual
roads: “shut downs” of the kind YD
has carried out many times before.
Police forces claim to be under-
resourced. But they spend vast
sums and launch huge deploy-
ments against unthreatening pro-
tests. Last year they sent over 1,000
officers from 39 forces, spending
£3 million, to shut down a climate
camp and arrest 24 people, on the
grounds that they might have been
planning to occupy a road outside

ColdType | March 2025 | www.coldtype.net 5
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a power station. At the same time,
they fail even to investigate serious
organised crime, citing insufficient
resources.

The police, governments and
the media have sought to conflate
peaceful protest with extremism
and terrorism. Protest methods
used for centuries, such as blocking
roads, have been recast as the end
of civilisation.

We are told that banning such
tactics, as recent laws have done,
is necessary to prevent ambulan-
ces from being obstructed or com-
muters delayed. Indeed, there are
lurid stories, some completely
unevidenced, of ambulances be-
ing blocked by groups like Insu-
late Britain. But the police apply
the new laws only to certain people.
When Josiah Mortimer of Byline
Times covered a farmers’ protest
in central London, in which roads
were blocked by tractors, he filmed
real ambulances struggling to get
through. But neither the police nor
other media were interested.

As far as I can tell, no one has
been arrested on a farmers’ protest
so far this century, though some
have caused far greater disruption
than any environmental or Gaza
actions, even, on a recent occa-
sion, forcing the prime minister to
flee. In 2000, farmers and truckers
blockaded oil refineries, fuel depots
and motorways, effectively shutting
down the country. The leader of
the protests, Brynle Williams, was
treated by the media as a national
treasure, and used his fame to be-
come a Conservative member of the
Senedd. Every year since his death,
the Welsh government has present-
ed the Brynle Williams Memorial
Award at the Royal Welsh Show.

Similarly, the police have turned
a blind eye to much of the far-right

6 ColdType | May 2025 | www.coldtype.net

organising in this country, dismiss-
ing the risk that it would cause pub-
lic disorder as “minimal,” despite
abundant evidence to the contra-
ry. This could be why they were so
badly prepared for the racist riots
last summer.

What explains these blatant dou-
ble standards? Lobbying. Oligarchs
and corporations on both sides of
the Atlantic want to stamp out any
threat to their interests. In the US,
this effort has been led by the Her-
itage Foundation’s Project 2025. In
the UK the commissioner for coun-

PROTEST: Body bags lined up by Youth
Demand outside the home of Foreign
Secretary David Lammy to protest the
UK support of Israel's Gaza genocide

tering extremism, Robin Simcox,
appointed by the Conservative gov-
ernment, but who remains in post
until July, previously worked at ...
the Heritage Foundation.

The extreme new laws in the
2022 Police, Crime, Sentencing and
Courts Act and 2023 Public Order
Act were drafted in part, on Rishi
Sunak’s admission, by another cor-
porate junktank, Policy Exchange.

puewég yINoA

It has been funded, among other
interests, by fossil fuel companies.
The outgoing independent adviser
on political violence, John Wood-
cock, has been paid by lobby groups
representing weapons and fossil
fuel companies. To general gasps
of surprise, he demanded “protec-
tive buffer zones,” where no protest
is allowed, around “defence compa-
nies and energy providers.”

The junktanks and their col-
laborators in the media have vili-
fied protests against the genocide
in Gaza, associated them with ter-
rorism and antisemitism, and de-
scribed them as “hate marches.”

In reality, these marches and as-
semblies have been overwhelm-
ingly respectful. Speaking for the
National Police Chiefs’ Council, the
former Lincolnshire chief consta-
ble, Chris Haward, told parliament,
“Overall, we have seen very peace-
ful protests, given the numbers
that have turned out.” But facts
and evidence count for nothing.
When people have been successful-
ly demonised, you can do what you
like to them.

The Labour party was built on
protest, but now seeks only to hard-
en oppressive laws. Last month, it
announced new measures allowing
police to prevent or divert protests
“where the effect of the protest is to
intimidate those attending a place
of worship.” Note that it doesn’t say
the intent of the protest, but the
“effect.” Already the police wide-
ly abuse their powers under sec-
tions 12 and 14 of the Public Order
Act to impede marches and assem-
blies. Now the government wants to
strengthen these powers in areas
close to a place of worship. While I
agree that no one should ever be in-
timidated, there is scarcely an ur-
ban area in the UK that’s not close
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to a place of worship. At the same
time, the government seems in-
tensely relaxed about the intimida-
tion of places of worship by the po-
lice, including forcing open their
doors and sending in 20 officers.
Whatever charges the people
gathering in the Quaker meeting
house may face, it seems to me that
their fundamental crime is dissent.
Their offence is to subscribe to what
Trump calls “improper ideology”: a
challenge to money and power. Eve-
ry right and freedom we possess
came about with the help of pro-

test. Shutting it down presents a far
greater threat to national life than
anything those women taking tea
and biscuits might have wanted to
discuss. CT

George Monbiot is a columnist with
the Guardian, where this article
first appeared. Monbiot’s latest
book, The Invisible Doctrine: The
Secret History of Neoliberalism,
written jointly with Peter
Hutchison, was published in
paperback last month. His website
1S www.monbiot.com.

> BINOY KAMPMARK

Withdrawal symptoms:
Hungary, Europe and the ICC

urope seems to be suffer-

ing paroxysms of withdraw-

al, notably when it comes

to international conven-
tions. Many states on the continent
seem to have decided that inter-
national law is an onerous burden
and in need of lightening. Poland,
Finland and the three Baltic states,
for instance, have concluded that
using landmines, despite their in-
discriminately murderous quality,
somehow fits their mould of self-
defence against the Russian Bear.
That spells the end of their obli-
gations under the Anti-Personnel
Landmines Convention. Lithuania’s
government has thought it beneath
it to continue abiding by the Con-
vention on Cluster Munitions, with-
drawing in March.

The International Criminal Court

now promises to be one member

VIKTOR ORBAN: Rejected Internation-
al Criminal Court decision

eipadiyim

short. Hungary, under the rule of
its pugilistic premier, Viktor Orban,
timed the announcement to wound-
ing perfection. Knowing full well
that Israel’s Prime Minister, Benja-
min Netanyahu, faces an ICC arrest
warrant for alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity in Gaza,
and also knowing, full well, Hunga-
ry’s obligations as a member state
to arrest him, Orban preferred to
do the opposite. That was an inter-
national institution both men could
rubbish and bash with relish.

As far back as November, when
the warrant was issued, the Hun-
garian leader had already prom-
ised that the order would not run
in his country. An invitation to
Netanyahu to visit was promptly is-
sued. Spite was in the air. In Feb-
ruary this year, Orban ruminated
on his country’s continued mem-
bership of the ICC. “It’s time for
Hungary to review what we’re do-
ing in an international organisa-
tion that is under US sanctions!”
he bellowed in a post on the X plat-
form. “New winds are blowing in
international politics. We call it the
Trump-tornado.”

On the arrival of the Israeli lead-
er for a four-day visit, there was a
conspicuous absence of any law of-
ficer or police official willing to dis-
charge the duties of the Rome Stat-
ute. The reception for Netanyahu
featured a welcoming ceremony at
the Lion Courtyard in Buda Castle.

Alongside Netanyahu at a press
conference, Orban trotted out the
thesis that has long been used
against any international court, or
body, that behaves in a way contra-
ry to the wishes of a government.
“This very important court has
been diminished to a political tool
and Hungary wishes to play no role
init.” The abandonment of impar-
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tiality was evident by “its decisions
on Israel.”

Netanyahu, who conveniently de-
scribed the warrant for his arrest as
“absurd and antisemitic”, brimmed
with glee, calling the withdrawal
“bold and principled” while direct-
ing his usual bile upon the organisa-
tion. (Judges, Israeli or internation-
al, are not esteemed in the Israeli
PM’s universe.) “It’s important for
all democracies,” he declared. “It’s
important to stand up to this cor-
rupt organisation.” Israeli Foreign
Minister Gideon Sa’ar concurred.
“The so-called International Crimi-
nal Court lost its moral authority af-
ter trampling the fundamental prin-
ciples of international law in its zest
for harming Israel’s right to self-de-
fence.” A right, seemingly, to be ex-
ercised with defiant impunity.

Orban should at least be credited
for a certain unvarnished, vulgar
honesty. Open contempt is its own
virtue. Other European member
states of the ICC have been reso-
lutely mealy mouthed in whether
they would execute their obliga-

tions under the Rome Statute were
Netanyahu to visit them. France,
for instance, claims that Netanyahu
has immunity from prosecution be-
fore the ICC, a rather self-defeating
proposition if you are in the interna-
tional justice business. Italy, for its
part, expressed doubts on the legal
situation.

Germany, with its obstinate pro-
Israeli stance, is one member state
deeming the whole idea of arresting
an Israeli leader unappetising,
raising questions on whether its
own membership of the court is
valid. “We have spoken about this
several times,” stated the country’s
outgoing Chancellor Olaf Scholz at
a recent press conference in Berlin,
“and I cannot imagine that an
arrest would occur in Germany.”

Scholz’s successor, Friedrich
Merz, has confirmed this blithe
attitude to ICC regulations, hav-
ing promised Netanyahu “that we
would find ways and means for him
to be able to visit Germany and
leave again without being arrest-
ed. Ithink it is a completely absurd

> GREED AT A GLANCE

1,440 to 1

Ratio between CEO and median
worker pay at the parent company
of KFC, Taco Bell, and Pizza Hut.

WWW.INEQUALITY.ORG

The CEO made $27.4 million while half of the
company’s workers made less than $17,160.

Source: YUM! Brands proxy statement, April 4, 2025
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idea that an Israeli prime minister
cannot visit the Federal Republic of
Germany.” As absurd, implicitly,
as an international justice system
moored in The Hague.

This made the hypocrisy of
Germany’s own criticism of
Hungary’s withdrawal from the
Rome Statute sharp and tangy,
with Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock lamenting the event as “a
bad day for international criminal
law.” Europe had “clear rules that
apply to all EU member states,
and that is the Rome Statute.” No
mirror, it would seem, was on hand
for Baerbock to reconsider the
hollowness of such observations
before the stance of her own
government.

The response from the
Presidency of the Assembly of
States Parties to the Rome Statute,
delivered in diplomatic if cool
language, expressed “regret” at
Hungary’s announcement. “When
a State Party withdraws from the
Rome Statute, it clouds our shared
quest or justice and weakens our
resolve to fight impunity.” The
statement goes on to make the
fundamental point: “The ICC is at
the centre of the global commitment
to accountability, and in order
to maintain its strength, it is
imperative that the international
community support it without
reservation.” Hungary’s exit,
and European qualifications and
niggling subversions of the Court,
show that reservations are all the
rage, and justice a nuisance when
applied inconveniently. CT

Dr. Binoy Kampmark was a
Commonwealth Scholar at Selwyn
College, Cambridge. He currently
lectures at RMIT University in
Melbourne, Australia.
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> LUNA MASARWA

Between two worlds: A note
from a Tel Aviv coffee shop

am sitting in a coffee shop in
Jaffa. One of the oldest cities in

the world, Jaffa was once a flour-

ishing Palestinian metropolis
on the shores of the Mediterranean
Sea with its own cultural life, news-
papers, publishing houses, cinemas
and theatres.

Today, however, it’s been reduced
to a suburb of Tel Aviv.

Israeli Jews live in gated commu-
nities and Palestinians are pushed
out by prices only affluent Ashkena-
zis can afford.

Anywhere else it would be called
gentrification, but in Israel this
population transfer has an ethnic
flavour.

The coffee shop I'm at is teem-
ing with customers. It’s just another
day here in the busy life of secular
Israel.

There’s a woman sitting near me
with her coffee whilst holding a
yoga mat. A couple converse about
a play they saw the day earlier at a
theatre. They’re also planning their
Passover dinner that’s coming soon.

This could be a scene out of any
Western capital. Here though,
there’s just one tiny difference, it’s
business as usual one hour’s drive
away from Gaza.

At this point I look at my iPhone.

Every morning for over 18 months
Ahmed has been messaging me
from Khan Younis.

“Tonight, 19 people were Killed in
the bombing of tents and homes in
Khan Younis. I have done three in-
terviews and photos and video ma-

terial,” Ahmed writes.

Are you interested? he asks.

His question has a desperate
poignancy. Like everyone in Gaza,
Ahmed knows that the world
has become comfortable with the
nightly carnage. Beheaded babies,
families burned alive in their tents
are the new normal.

So is anyone really interested
in what goes down every night in
Gaza? It’s a good question. I would

like to say yes. But in all honesty I
can’t.

Ahmed is critically injured, but
never misses a day to report on the
daily horrors.

While I'm watching Ahmed’s
video of little bodies covered with
white fabric and many children
with little faces exposed, the Israe-
li couple nearby is trying to decide
whether to hold the holiday dinner
with her family or his.

In another clip on my phone, a lit-

tle girl is among the survivors. At
least 39,384 children in Gaza have
lost one or both parents since the

beginning of Israel’s assault on
Gaza.

A woman addresses the camera:
“What did she do to Israel? Is any-
one listening?”

Where I'm sitting, we are sur-
rounded with hospitals. Why aren’t
the doctors rushing to save the peo-
ple in Gaza? It’s only an hour away.

Instead the Israeli army is busy
killing paramedics and then cover-
ing up the fact.

The Israeli newspaper of record,
Haaretz, reports that it’s “common
practice” for the army to bury their
victims, as they did when they fired
on a column of ambulances with
their lights flashing.

“As for the testimonies that the
soldiers buried the bodies and ve-
hicles in the sand, the army claims
that this is a common practice in-
tended to prevent stray and feral
dogs from harming the bodies,” the
report reads.

How many other bodies did the
army Kkill and bury? The terror of
killing people and burying them be-
comes normal lines in this allegedly
liberal newspaper.

The news from Gaza never stops
At 4am, I received this message
from Ruwaida, a young Palestinian

woman who used to teach science
in an elementary school: “The situ-
ation is very, very scary. The heavy
bombing does not stop. I cannot
sleep at night because of the inten-
sity of the bombing.

“I am afraid that my heart will
stop from the intensity of the fear
and panic because the dangerous
area that they are working on as a
new axis is adjacent to my area. If
something happens to me, do not
forget me and talk about me a lot.

I am not a number, I am a very big
story.”

Ali from northern Gaza says his

ColdType | May 2025 | www.coldtype.net 9
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family went to sleep hungry. There
was no food, wheat, or wood to
make fire.

“It’s hard with the little ones, he
said. “It’s hard to see them hungry.
I'spent all day wandering around
to find something to buy; a kilo of
sugar cost 50 shekels. That’s if you
can find it.”

Muhammed, from another area
in Gaza, asked me if all the children
who had been killed so far were not
enough for the world to stop the
killing. What else should happen
for the world to break the silence
and stop this horror?

In April, 17-year-old Walid Khalid
Abdullah Ahmad, died in Israe-

li detention from what were likely
signs of “starvation, dehydration
from colitis-induced diarrhoea, and
infectious complications all com-
pounded by prolonged malnutri-
tion and denial of life-saving medi-
cal intervention,” the Defence for
Children International — Palestine
(DCIP) reported.

His father told Middle East Eye
that his dream was to become a
football player. He also hoped to
complete his studies abroad, spe-
cialising in finance and banking. He
wanted to return to help his coun-
try. He had many ambitions, but the
Israeli occupation buried them all,
he said.

Israel’s Supreme Court dismissed
a petition filed by human rights or-
ganisations in April demanding
that the State of Israel be obliged
to provide adequate and consistent
humanitarian aid to Gaza.

Israel’s decision a month earlier
to block completely the entry of Is-
rael’s decision and to renew the war
was ignored by the court.

These are the decisions made eve-
ry day by the judicial system thou-
sands of Israel are fighting to pro-
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tect in the name of democracy.

Liberal Israelis take to the streets
to fight for the High Court. The
same court rejected an appeal to
allow aid into Gaza, legitimising
mass starvation.

I'look at my iPhone again, which
has become the Grim Reaper of
news from Gaza. A man from North
Gaza messages: “We are very
weak, we are not eating, and the
immunity system is weak.

“I paid $10 for one egg; my daugh-

ter is 3-years-old and needs milk or
essential food,” he added.

The world, however, chooses to
ignore such pleas, instead — just
like Israelis - it’s decided to watch
onin silence. CT

Lubna Masarwa is a journalist
and Middle East Eye’s Palestine
and Israel bureau chief, based in
Jerusalem. This article was first
published at Middle Eastern Eye’s
website — www.middleeasteye.net.

ARREST AT BERNIE'S: An anti-genocide protestor is arrested during a Bernie

Sanders rally in Nampa, Idaho

> CAITLIN JOHNSTONE

§

No, Bernie, Israel doesn’t
have ‘right to defend itself’

ernie Sanders has been
repeatedly uttering the
phrase “Israel has a right to
defend itself” on his Fight-
ing Oligarchy tour with Alexandria
Ocasio Cortez, which in the year
2025 can only be interpreted as bla-
tant genocide apologia.
Israel does not have “a right to

defend itself” against an occupied
population in a giant concentra-
tion camp. Under international law
it has a right to end the occupation,
and that’s it. “Israel has a right to
defend itself” is just a slogan people
say when they want to justify sup-
plying an ongoing genocide.
During the tour at Nampa, Idaho,
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Sanders watched passively as po-
lice dragged off rally attendees who
draped a Free Palestine flag over
the US flag during his speech. He
just awkwardly continued mono-
loguing as their flag was confiscat-
ed and they were forcibly removed,
even as the crowd booed and began
chanting “Free Palestine.”

Sanders has been mixing his sup-
port for Israel with periodic criti-
cism of Netanyahu and the Israeli
government’s actions in Gaza, al-
ways taking care to make his criti-
cisms about the behaviour of Isra-
el’s leadership and not the nature of
the racist apartheid state itself.

Sanders is doing this for two rea-
sons. First, he is working to galva-
nise a ‘big tent’ inclusive coalition of
Democrats in opposition to Trump,
and he wants that big tent to in-
clude people who think genocide is
bad and people who think genocide
is fine. He doesn’t want to offend the
pro-genocide liberals.

Second, Sanders is doing this be-
cause he is a Zionist. Like other lib-
eral Zionists, Bernie Sanders up-
holds a vision of an Israel that has
never, ever, existed: one which re-
mains an ethnostate dominated by
Jews, but which conducts itself in
a kind and just manner, without
constantly murdering and abusing
Palestinians.

This iteration of the state of Is-
rael is a fiction an imaginary fan-
tasyland, like Narnia. Everything
about Israel is stacked against the
possibility of such a status quo ever
emerging, and Israel has always
done everything it can to prevent
the creation of a Palestinian state.
By pretending it is possible to have
the Zionist entity and also have
peace and justice, liberal Zionists
help manufacture public consent for
continuing to feed weapons to the

genocidal apartheid state of Israel.

When liberal Zionists want to
support Israel’s actions, they talk
about Israel as a nation, e.g. “Israel
has a right to defend itself.” When
liberal Zionists want to criticise Is-
rael’s actions, they make it all about
Netanyahu, e.g. “Netanyahu’s war
machine.”

The framing is that when Israel
deserves our sympathy it’s a col-
lective, but when Israel is naughty
the responsibility lies solely at the
feet of one bad apple. This ensures
that the weapons can keep flowing
to Israel (because Israel as a whole
is virtuous and worthy of support)

while the liberal Zionist still gets to
wear their progressive humanitar-

ian clothing (because they wagged

their fingers at Netanyahu).

And it’s all a lie. Netanyahu didn’t
create Israel’s genocidal tendencies,
Israel’s genocidal tendencies cre-
ated Netanyahu. His entire political
career has been made possible by
Israel’s collective racism and psy-
chopathy upon which he rode into
office. CT

Caitlin Johnstone is an Australian
independent journalist. This
article was first published at
www.caitlinjohnstone.com.au.

» GUILLAUME THIERRY

We need to stop pretending
Al is intelligent. It isn’t

e are constantly fed
a version of Al that
looks, sounds and acts
suspiciously like us.
It speaks in polished sentences,
mimics emotions, expresses curios-
ity, claims to feel compassion, even
dabbles in what it calls creativity.

But here’s the truth: it possess-
es none of those qualities. It is not
human. And presenting it as if it
were? That’s dangerous. Because
it’s convincing. And nothing is
more dangerous than a convincing
illusion.

In particular, general artificial
intelligence — the mythical kind of
Al that supposedly mirrors human
thought - is still science fiction,
and it might well stay that way.

What we call Al today is nothing
more than a statistical machine:

a digital parrot regurgitating pat-
terns mined from oceans of human
data. When it writes an answer to
a question, it literally just guess-
es which letter and word will come
next in a sequence — based on the
data it’s been trained on.

This means Al has no under-
standing. No consciousness. No
knowledge in any real, human
sense. Just pure probability-driv-
en, engineered brilliance — nothing
more, and nothing less.

So why is a real “thinking” Al
likely impossible? Because it’s bodi-
less. It has no senses, no flesh, no
nerves, no pain, no pleasure. It
doesn’t hunger, desire or fear. And
because there is no cognition — not
a shred - there’s a fundamental gap
between the data it consumes (data
born out of human feelings and ex-
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WORDWISE: Demonstrator at the ‘Trans Day of Visibility' rally in Grand

Rapids, Michigan, April 6, 2025
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JOHN ROTHWELL

perience) and what it can do with
them.

Philosopher David Chalmers
calls the mysterious mechanism
underlying the relationship be-
tween our physical body and con-
sciousness the “hard problem of
consciousness.”Eminent scien-
tists have recently hypothesised
that consciousness actually emerg-
es from the integration of inter-
nal, mental states with sensory
representations (such as changes
in heart rate, sweating and much
more).

Given the paramount importance
of the human senses and emotion
for consciousness to “happen,”
there is a profound and probably
irreconcilable disconnect
between general Al, the machine,
and consciousness, a human
phenomenon.

Before you argue that Al
programmers are human,
let me stop you there. I know
they’re human. That’s part of the
problem. Would you entrust your
deepest secrets, life decisions,
emotional turmoil, to a computer
programmer? Yet that’s exactly
what people are doing — just ask
Claude, GPT-4.5, Gemini ... or, if
you dare, Grok.

Giving Al a human face, voice
or tone is a dangerous act of
digital cross-dressing. It triggers
an automatic response in us, an
anthropomorphic reflex, leading
to aberrant claims whereby some
Als are said to have passed the
famous Turing test (which tests
amachine’s ability to exhibit
intelligent, human-like behaviour).
But Iif Als are passing the Turing
test, we need to update the test.

The Al machine has no idea what
it means to be human. It cannot of-
fer genuine compassion, it cannot
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foresee suffering, cannot intuit hid-
den motives or lies. It has no taste,
no instinct, no inner compass. It is
bereft of the messy, charming com-
plexity that makes us who we are.

More troubling still: AT has no
goals of its own, no desires or ethics
unless injected into its code. That
means the true danger doesn’t lie in
the machine, but in its master — the
programmer, the corporation, the
government. Still feel safe?

And please, don’t come at me
with: “You're too harsh! You're not
open to the possibilities!” Or worse:
“That’s such a bleak view. My Al
buddy calms me down when I'm
anxious.”

Am I lacking enthusiasm? Hardly.
T use Al every day. It’s the most pow-
erful tool I've ever had. I can trans-
late, summarise, visualise, code,
debug, explore alternatives, analyse
data — faster and better than I could
ever dream to do it myself.

I'm in awe. But it is still a tool —
nothing more, nothing less. And like
every tool humans have ever invent-
ed, from stone axes and slingshots
to quantum computing and atomic
bombs, it can be used as a weapon.
It will be used as a weapon.

Need a visual? Imagine falling in
love with an intoxicating Al like in
the film Her. Now imagine it
“decides” to leave you. What would
you do to stop it? And to be clear:
it won’t be the Al rejecting you.

It’ll be the human or system behind
it, wielding that tool become
weapon to control your behaviour.

So where am I going with this?
We must stop giving Al human
traits. My first interaction with
GPT-3 rather seriously annoyed
me. It pretended to be a person. It
said it had feelings, ambitions, even
consciousness. That’s no longer
the default behaviour, thankfully.

But the style of interaction — the
eerily natural flow of conversation
— remains intact. And that, too, is
convincing. Too convincing.

We need to de-anthropomorphise
Al Now. Strip it of its human mask.
This should be easy. Companies
could remove all reference to
emotion, judgement or cognitive
processing on the part of the Al
In particular, it should respond
factually without ever saying “I”, or
“I feel that”... or “I am curious”.

Will it happen? I doubt it. It re-
minds me of another warning we’ve
ignored for over 20 years: “We need
to cut CO, emissions.” Look where
that got us. But we must warn big
tech companies of the dangers as-
sociated with the humanisation of
Als. They are unlikely to play ball,
but they should, especially if they

are serious about developing more
ethical Als.

For now, this is what I do (be-
cause I too often get this eerie feel-
ing that I am talking to a synthet-
ic human when using ChatGPT or
Claude): I instruct my Al not to ad-
dress me by name. I ask it to call
itself Al to speak in the third per-
son, and to avoid emotional or cog-
nitive terms.

If I am using voice chat, I ask the
Alto use a flat prosody and speak
a bit like a robot. It is actually quite
fun and keeps us both in our com-
fort zone. CT

Guillaume Thierry is Professor of
Cognitive Neuroscience at
Bangor University, Wales. This
article was first published at
www.theconversation.com.

>»HURWITT’S EYE

MARK HURWITT

I trust you gentlemen realize that
the phrase “All men ore created equal” in
our Constitution could be taken literally
by future generations and precipitate
unforeseen complications. ..
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> DAVID CROMWELL

A global charade:

Israel, Palestine and
rules-based order’

Instead of discussing how to protect
the Palestinian people, the West continues
to support the genocidal state of Israel

he post-WWII ‘interna-

tional rules-based order’

that supposedly under-

pins global affairs in the

interests of peace, de-
mocracy and prosperity has always
been largely a charade. But Israel’s
continuing Gaza genocide, carried
out with seeming impunity and with
the complicity and even active par-
ticipation of the US and its allies,
has exposed the charade like never
before.

Twenty years ago, at the 2005
World Summit, the United Nations
General Assembly endorsed the
doctrine of the ‘responsibility to
protect’ or ‘R2P’. The key concerns
were to prevent genocide, war
crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes
against humanity. Whenever pop-
ulations are at risk of such crimes,
the international community is sup-
posed to take collective action ‘in a
timely and decisive manner’ to pre-
vent mass atrocities from taking
place.

In practice, only some massacres
matter, whether threatened or actu-
al: namely, those that can be exploit-
ed by Western powers to further
their own geostrategic interests.
The Nato-led attack on Libya in

14 ColdType | May 2025 | www.coldtype.net

2011 is a textbook example. West-
ern politicians and their cheerlead-
ers across the media ‘spectrum’ de-
clared that the world had to act to
prevent a ‘bloodbath’ in Benghazi
when Gaddafi’s forces there were
allegedly threatening to massacre
civilians.

In fact, the public were subject-
ed to a propaganda blitz to promote
the Perpetual War that had already
wreaked havoc in Iraq, resulting in
the deaths of over one million peo-
ple, the virtual destruction of the
Iraqi state and the proliferation of
Al-Qaeda and other militia groups.

In 2016, a report from the UK
House of Commons Foreign Af-
fairs Committee summarised the
destructive consequences of Nato’s
2011 intervention in Libya:

“The result was political and eco-
nomic collapse, inter-militia and in-
ter-tribal warfare, humanitarian
and migrant crises, widespread hu-
man rights violations, the spread of
Gaddafi regime weapons across the
region and the growth of ISIL [Is-
lamic State] in North Africa.”

As for the supposed threat of a
massacre by Gaddafi’s forces in
Benghazi, the alleged motivation
for Nato’s ‘humanitarian interven-

tion,’ the report concluded that this
‘was not supported by the availa-
ble evidence’. Likewise, claims that
Gaddafi used African mercenar-
ies and employed Viagra-fuelled
mass rape as a weapon of war were
invented.

Nato’s actual goals were regime
change and Libya’s oil, long pur-
sued by the UK After years of the
West cosying up to Gaddafi, includ-
ing by Tony Blair, the Libyan leader
had become a hindrance to Western
interests.

As historian Mark Curtis ob-
served: “three weeks after [then UK
prime minister David] Cameron as-
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WHOSE RULES?: Israeli soldiers celebrate in front of a home they destroyed in Gaza

sured parliament in March 2011 that
the object of the intervention was
not regime change, he signed a joint
letter with President Obama and
French President Sarkozy commit-
ting to ‘a future without Gaddafi’.”

Curtis added: “That these policies
were illegal is confirmed by Camer-
on himself. He told Parliament on 21
March 2011 that the UN resolution
‘explicitly does not provide legal
authority for action to bring about
Gaddafi’s removal from power by
military means’.”

Like Blair, Cameron should have

=

ended up in The Hague facing charg-
es of war crimes.

If the doctrine of ‘R2P’ was au-
thentic, then there would have been
massive international action to pre-
vent Israel’s genocide of Palestin-
ians in Gaza, as well as Israeli ter-
ror acts committed in the occupied
West Bank, including the routine
killing of Palestinian children.

It took Amnesty International 14
months after the attacks of October 7,

[via Maha Hussaini).

2023 to publish a finding of genocide
against Israel on December 5, 2024.
A further four months have passed.
In March, Israel shattered the cease-
fire it never intended to keep, killing
almost 1,600 Palestinians since then.
According to the Health Ministry in
Gaza, around 51,000 people have
been Kkilled by Israel since October
2023. The actual death toll is likely
much higher. Israel has also halted
all supplies of food, fuel and humani-
tarian aid into Gaza.

The killing of 15 medics and emer-
gency workers in March by Israeli
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soldiers, and the attempted Israeli
cover-up, with bodies and vehicles
buried in a shallow mass grave, pro-
voked not a single public condemna-
tion of Israel from Western leaders,
as far as we are aware.

BBC News, no doubt aware of pub-
lic scrutiny and perhaps also under
internal pressure from some of their
own journalists, set its ‘BBC Verify’
team to work. This followed the pub-
lication of harrowing video footage
of Israel’s attack found on the mobile
phone of Rifaat Radwan, one of the
victims. Heartbreakingly, he could
be heard saying moments before
his killing: “Forgive me, mother, be-
cause I chose this way, the way of
helping people. Accept my martyr-
dom, God, and forgive me.”

The 19-minute clip revealed that
the vehicles in the convoy of the
Palestinian Red Crescent had their
headlights and emergency lights on,
with high-vis jackets being worn,
flatly contradicting Israel’s dishon-
est statements of the convoy behav-
ing ‘suspiciously’ and constituting a
‘threat.

Early BBC reports carried the
headline: “Israel admits mistakes
over medic killings in Gaza”

This was the BBC once again
bending over backwards to mini-
mise Israel’s crimes.

The headline was later updated
to a more accurate, but still soft-
pedalling: “Israel changes account
of Gaza medic Killings after video
showed deadly attack”

Notably, BBC News did not use the
word ‘massacre’ in its reports, which
it plainly was. Nor did they spell out
that Israel’s spokespeople had been
deceitful in their statements. In fact,
Israel has a long history of spread-
ing disinformation and even out-
right lies: a crucial fact that is rou-
tinely missing from ‘mainstream’
news reports.

Instead, the BBC said that Israel
had merely ‘changed its account’ of
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Israel has a history of
spreading disinformation
and even outright lies:

a crucial fact that is
routinely missing from
‘mainstream’ news

what had happened. Likewise, the
Guardian went with:

‘Israeli military changes account
of Gaza paramedics’ Kkilling after
video of attack’

The 15 victims were but statistics,
with little or no attempt to name or
humanise them; no interviews with
grieving relatives or account of their
lives, their hopes, their ambitions.

Owen Jones put it well via X and,
at greater length, in a video:

“Imagine Russia executed 15 Red
Cross medics and first responders,
burying them in a mass grave.

“Imagine it lied about this grave
war crime. Imagine footage then
proved this.

“Would the BBC frame that as
‘Russia admits mistakes over medic
killings in Ukraine’?

“No it would not.”

On BBC News at Six on April 7,
international editor Jeremy Bow-
en concluded his account of Isra-
el’s massacre of the 15 medics and
emergency workers with a shameful
piece of bothsidesism:

“Israel now admits that its sol-
diers made mistakes when they at-
tacked the convoy. It consistent-
ly denies it commits war crimes in
Gaza. The evidence indicates that
all the warring parties have done
s0.” [Bowen’s own emphasis]

r[:1e egregious false balance, the
failure to point out Israel’s long and
disreputable record of lying, and the
BBC’s refusal to use words such as

‘massacre’ and ‘genocide’ are all glar-
ingly obvious to the public.

Historian and political commen-
tator Assal Rad observed via X that
Western media have no compunc-
tion giving headline coverage when-
ever ‘Russia lies.” But, in the case of
Israel, the headlines use the weasel
phrase: ‘Israel changes account.

As mentioned, it is possible that
both public and internal pressure
on BBC News are occasionally hav-
ing an impact on the broadcaster.
As trade unionist Howard Beckett
pointed out, the BBC initially re-
ported the appalling Israeli attack
on April 13 on the al Ahli Arab Hos-
pital, the last fully functional hospi-
tal in Gaza City, with the headline:
“Gaza hospital hit by Israeli strike,
Hamas-run healthy ministry says”

BBC News systematically includes
the phrase ‘Hamas-run healthy
ministry says’ in its headlines, im-
plying that the source may not be
trustworthy. The headline was lat-
er updated to: “Israeli air strike de-
stroys part of last functioning hospi-
talin Gaza City”

As ever with BBC News, Israel’s
excuse for the attack appeared near
the top of the article: “The Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) said it target-
ed the hospital because it contained
a ‘command and control centre used
by Hamas’.”

Richard Sanders, an experienced
journalist and filmmaker, noted
via X: “BBC again reports the Is-
raeli claim the Al-Ahli Baptist hos-
pital was a ‘command and control
centre used by Hamas’ without ca-
veats — despite the fact such claims
in the past have proved to be entire-
ly untrue again and again. Bad, bad
journalism.”

‘Bad, bad journalism’; namely,
propaganda. But entirely standard
for BBC News and much of what
passes for ‘mainstream’ news.

Readers may recall that this is
the same hospital where a devastat-



ing explosion occurred on October
17, 2023, killing 471 people, accord-
ing to Gaza’s health ministry. Israel
mounted a huge propaganda opera-
tion to try to convince the world that
the cause was a ‘misfiring’ Palestin-
ian rocket. However, detailed analy-
sis by Forensic Architecture, a mul-
tidisciplinary research group based
at Goldsmiths, University of London,
which investigates human rights vi-
olations, revealed that a more likely
conclusion is that the cause was an
exploding Israeli interceptor rocket.

In the hours after the explosion,
doctors who treated the wounded
held a news conference at nearby
al-Shifa Hospital. There, the Brit-
ish-Palestinian surgeon Dr Ghas-
san Abu-Sittah, currently Rector of
the University of Glasgow, said that:
“This is a massacre’, predicting that
‘more hospitals will be targeted.”

Dr Abu-Sittah would later say
that the blast at al Ahli hospital was
the moment when it seemed clear to
him that Israel’s military campaign
“stopped being a war, and became a
genocide.”

Sky News correspondent Alex
Crawford pointed out that this was
the fifth time the hospital had been
bombed by Israeli military forces
since October 2023.

As investigative journalist Dan
Cohen noted of the latest attack:
“This is the same hospital Israel
bombed in October 2023 and waged
a massive media disinformation
campaign to blame a Palestinian
rocket. Now they don’t even pre-
tend. Unapologetic genocide.”

Last November, perhaps seeking
a viral ‘gotcha’ moment, a journalist
challenged Francesca Albanese, the
UN Special Rapporteur on the occu-
pied Palestinian territories, with the
clichéd question, “Does Israel have a
right to exist?”

Albanese’s cogent response is

‘Where is the

protection of the
Palestinian people from
erasure, from annexation,
from illegal occupation
and apartheid?’

worth contemplating: “Israel does
exist. Israel is a recognised member
of the United Nations. Besides this,
there is not such a thing in interna-
tional law like a right of a state to
exist. Does Italy have a right to ex-
ist? Italy exists. Now, if tomorrow,
Italy and France want to merge and
become Ita-France, fine, this is not
up to us. What is enshrined in inter-
national law is the right of a people
to exist. So, the state is there. The
state of Israel is there. It’s protected
as a member of the United Nations.
Does this justify the erasure of an-
other people? Hell, no. Not 75 years
ago. Not 57 years ago. Surely not to-
day. Where is the protection of the
Palestinian people from erasure,
from annexation, from illegal occu-
pation and apartheid? This is what
we need to discuss.”

A powerful reply indeed. Where
is the much-vaunted ‘R2P’ when it
comes to Palestine? Instead of dis-
cussing how best to protect the
Palestinian people and, more im-
portantly, taking immediate deci-
sive action to do so, the West con-
tinues to support the apartheid
and genocidal state of Israel: arm-
ing it, providing diplomatic cover,
colluding with the Israeli air forc-
es with RAF spy flights over Gaza
and war operations, including the
secret supply of weapons to Isra-
el, being conducted from the RAF
base in Cyprus.

As is well known by now, the In-
ternational Court of Justice in The
Hague is currently deliberating
over a case of genocide against Is-
rael. Last year, the ICJ declared that

Israel’s occupation of the Palestini-
an territories — Gaza and the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem — is
illegal. And the International Crim-
inal Court has issued arrest war-
rants for Israeli prime minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and former Israeli
defence minister Yoav Gallant. And
yet, Netanyahu was recently wel-
comed with open arms in Washing-
ton, DC, having flown through air-
space in France and other European
countries which, under their ICC ob-
ligations, should have denied him
that privilege.

Palestinian  journalist Lubna
Masarwa, Middle East Eye’s Pal-
estine and Israel bureau chief, ob-
served that:

‘To western leaders, there are no
red lines for Israel’s slaughter. Em-
boldened by the US and other west-
ern powers, Israel feels it can get
away with unleashing hell on all
Palestinians.’

She added: “he inhumanity of
these times scares me, as a journal-
ist and as a person.”

On April 11, Mirjana Spoljaric, the
head of the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, said that Gaza
has become ‘hell on earth’. Israel
was ‘threatening the viability of Pal-
estinians continuing to live in Gaza
at all’. What is happening in Gaza is,
she said, an ‘extreme hollowing out’
of international law.

As Andrew Feinstein, the au-
thor, activist and former South Afri-
can MP, stated in a recent powerful
video for Double Down News: “The
West has a choice: stop supporting
genocide or mutate their own de-
mocracies and destroy internation-
al law forever. The West has chosen
the latter.” cT

David Cromwell is co-editor of
Medialens, the UK media
watchdog at whose website —
www.medialens.org — this article
was first published.
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Michigan

fights
Trump’s

grab ,
for power
Thousands join Michigan THE |

rally against new leaders
he lawn of Michigan’s Capi-

of handmade signs, booming EN E ‘ ] r

tol in Lansing was trans-

formed on April 5into a sea
chants, and collective outrage. Thou-
sands of demonstrators gathered as
part of a nationwide ‘Hands Off!’ pro-
test against what organisers called a
“billionaire power grab” by President
Donald Trump and his top adviser,
Elon Musk.

The protest was one of more
than 50 rallies held across the
state — including Detroit, Grand
Rapids, Ann Arbor, and Kalamazoo
— making it Michigan’s largest
coordinated political action of the
year. And maybe the biggest anti-
Trump turnout yet in his second
term.

“This isn’t just about politics,” said
former US Senator Debbie Stabenow
from the Capitol steps. “It’s about
defending democracy and standing
up for the people who keep this
country running.”

She wasn’t alone. Michigan’s
Lieutenant Governor Garlin
Gilchrist IT and Attorney General
Dana Nessel also took the mic,
calling out what they described
as dangerous federal rollbacks

Sr:
"
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‘This is about defending democracy and standing up
for the people who keep this country running’

"TNSR s NOT ¢
{an Fas \ANDATE

PE: / .’:cnuuﬂ_ JOTE

@h r !‘ o ogn S
""jJ/ = DEOYIUALME Lf;SS J'HAN SO of ‘

wHY ARE THE

GREEDY

TAKING FROMTvE|:

Hand-drawn posters provide a graphic
indicator of the anger felt across Michigan
over actions by President Donald Trump
and his closest advisor Elon Musk

Photographs: © John Rothwell
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under Musk’s new role in the Trump
administration.

Wait — Elon Musk in government?
Yep. Earlier this year, Trump
appointed him head of the newly
created Department of Government
Efficiency. Since then, that department
has slashed thousands of federal jobs,
closed Social Security offices, and
gutted funding for housing, education,
and health programmes. The
administration calls it “streamlining.”
Protesters call it privatisation on
steroids.

“Elon Musk doesn’t belong anywhere
near our government,” said Tina
Rivera, a protester from Flint. “He’s
trying to run the country like a
startup. Real people are getting hurt.”

From retirees to high school
students, union members to immigrant
rights activists, the crowd was diverse
— and united. Lt. Gov. Gilchrist pulled
no punches: “This isn’t efficiency. It’s
erasure. Erasing jobs. Erasing safety
nets. Erasing our voices.”

And while much of the focus
was on federal cuts, speakers also
sounded alarms about new tariffs
threatening Michigan’s manufacturing
industry, and the chilling effect on
public education funding. Protesters
feel “Elon Musk is making massive
decisions about our lives — and no
one elected him, chanting That’s not
democracy. That’s corporate control.”

The protest was organised by
the grassroots 50501 Movement, in
coalition with over 200 national and
local organisations. Spokesperson
Maya Jordan declared, this isn’t the
end. “People are angry, they’re awake,
and they’re ready. Today was just the
beginning.”

As the rally wound down, chants of
“Hands off our future!” echoed across
the Capitol lawn. And from the energy
in the crowd, it’s clear: this movement
isn’t backing down. CT

John Rothwell is a Grand
Rapids-based freelance writer
and photographer.
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‘People are angry, they’re awake, and they’re ready.
Today was just the beginning’

Signs of a
country angered
by federal
job-slashing,
import tariffs
and gutted
funding for
housing,
education and
health, and other
bizarre decisions
made by Donald
Trump's and

Elon Musk new
Department of
Government
Efficiency
(DOGE)

Photographs: ©
John Rothwell
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> SAM PIZZIGATI

Can the rich dodge the
climate-change bullet?

They think they can - and that thinking just may doom the rest of us

0 where do you see your-
self living the rest of your
life? The richest among us
are keeping their options all
open.

On the one hand, our deepest
pockets are buying up new super-
luxury abodes as if the gravy trains
that their lives have become will
never stop running.

On the other hand, our richest are
running scared. Or, to be more accu-
rate, our rich are descending scared
— into fabulously luxurious under-
ground bunkers.

Should these behaviours leave the
rest of us optimistic about what the
future may bring? Or pessimistic?
Our wealthiest need not choose one
or the other. They can easily afford
to cover all the bases, and, these
days, they’re doing just that.

The bases on the optimistic side
— like Manhattan’s hottest new lux-
ury condos — certainly don’t come
cheap.

The newest luxury lodgings now
on sale in the Big Apple, gushes one
just-published insider analysis, in-
clude a host of new units going for
over $10 million each.

“Outdoor living has become a giv-
en,” notes Mansion Global’s Rebecca
Bratburd, with developers empha-
sising at every opportunity “land-
scaped rooftop spaces for entertain-
ing and relaxation.”
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Consider 80 Clarkson, a still-un-
der-construction high-end Manhat-
tan enclave that luxury builders will
be opening up next year right along
the Hudson. This enclave’s two con-
nected limestone towers — one 45
floors high, the other a mere 37 -
will offer 112 luxury units, at prices
ranging from $7 million each to over
$60 million.

Landscaped roof decks will top
both of these towers, and the de-
velopment’s “complex cubic form of
stepped setbacks and pocketed ter-
races” will keep splashes of green-
ery outside nearly every unit’s win-
dow. This “transformative project,”
exults one local realtor, will redefine
“luxury living along Manhattan’s
Hudson River waterfront.”

Among the project’s many lush

amenities: a porte-cochere entrance.
Such entrances have been around
since the reign of the ridiculously
rich French “Sun King” Louis XIV.
They’ve become, over recent years,
the “hidden perk that New York’s
mega-rich now demand.”

Back in Louis XIV’s day, por-
te cochéres — coach gateways — of-
fered royals a private, covered en-
trance for horse-drawn carriages
and their passengers. Modern por-
te-cocheres can run up to triple the

size of an average Manhattan apart-
ment, enough space to let chauf-
feured limousines pick up and de-
posit well-heeled passengers inside
a completely covered entrance way
off-limits to prying eyes.

“With New York experiencing a
new gilded age,” news reports start-
ed noting a half-dozen years ago,
“porte cocheres are making a come-
back in high-end buildings.”

But gilded ages have a nasty hab-
it of collapsing, and these days, as
Yahoo! Finance reported In March,
“political turmoil, wars, and natural
disasters” have our super rich hedg-
ing their bets. Many are investing in
estates and luxury properties that
sit in off-the-beaten-track remote
locations.

Our worried wealthy aren’t just
buying out-of-the-way properties.
They’re digging deep beneath these
properties to create what the rich
and their realtors like to see as “lux-
ury bunkers.” New Zealand has be-
come a particularly popular bunker
locale, and one US company, Rising
S Bunkers, has been busy building
and outfitting safe havens that can
operate quite luxuriously.

That company’s top bunker mod-
el comes with everything from a
swimming pool and a bowling al-
ley to a sauna and a game room. The
cost to park one of these bunkers in
a barely populated New Zealand lo-



cale: just under $10 million. Bullet-
resistant doors and “whole-home air
filtration systems” that can whisk
away any pathogens add mightily to
the Rising S Bunkers allure.

The billionaire Peter Thiel has
become an especially vocal advo-
cate of the sanctuary — for the rich
— that New Zealand increasingly of-
fers. He’s been working to get local
government approval for a hillside
“bunker-style compound” that fea-
tures an “accommodation pod” for
himself and a guest lodge for two
dozen of his best safety-seeking
pals.

Other billionaires have
chosen somewhat less off-
the-beaten-track hidea-
ways. Mark Zuckerberg,
the current holder of the
world’s third-largest pri-
vate fortune, started buy-
ing up Hawaiian land back
in 2014.

His current 1,400-acre
compound, WIRED mag-
azine reports, hosts two
“sprawling” mansions with
a “total floor area com-
parable to a professional
football field.” Underneath
the above-ground sprawl:
what Zuckerberg calls “a
little shelter” that merely
amounts to a “basement.”

In fact, notes a WIRED
analysis of the plans for
that “little shelter,” Zucker-
berg’s “basement” just hap-
pens to be a giant survivalist bunker
with an entry door “constructed out
of metal and filled in with concrete.”

The total cost of Zuckerberg’s Ha-
waiian compound, WIRED adds,
“rivals that of the largest private,
personal construction projects in
human history,” well over a quarter-
billion dollars.

Sanctuary-seeking mindsets like
Zuckerberg’s, the media theorist
Douglass Rushkoff points out, have
become common among America’s

richest. Our mega-wealthy, Rush-
koff observes in his 2023 book Sur-
vival of the Richest: Escape Fanta-
sies of the Tech Billionaires, appear
to believe they “can live as gods and
transcend the calamities that befall
everyone else.”

Not all our contemporary super

rich see bunkers as their best safe
haven. Elon Musk has been famously
dreaming of an escape to Mars before
things go to hell here on Earth. Butin

the end the direction the rich take in
their search for survival — whether
they dig deep below the Earth’s sur-
face or fly off that surface deep into
space — makes no difference.

Either way, the escape delusion
leaves our richest less invested in
working with the rest of humanity
on solutions to the existential chal-
lenges we now share as a species.
These challenges have taken a dis-
tinct turn for the worse over the
past three-quarters of a century.

Back in the middle of the 20th cen-
tury, the prospect of nuclear war
gave humanity the shakes. That
war, people worldwide realised,
could destroy us all, as mass enter-
tainments like the award-winning
1959 film On the Beach made dra-
matically clear.

But that possibility of mass ex-
tinction from nuclear war remained
only that, a possibility that human
decision making could avert and
now has averted for going on three
generations.

With climate change, by contrast,
we're facing the certainty of
disaster unless we make fun-
damental changes about how
we operate as a species.

Can we avoid that disaster?
Can we reach a carbon-free
future? Not as long as the
richest among us continue
to harbour delusions about
their capacity to survive any
catastrophe that might be-
fall the rest of us. They’ll con-
tinue to frolic on our Earth’s
surface — both profiting from
carbon and personally emit-
ting an unholy share of it — so
long as they believe they can
always escape to hideaways
| deep below that surface or
far above it.

Our Earth, we need to re-
. member, isn’t just heating up
| year by year. Our Earth is an-
nually becoming ever more
economically unequal. For
the sake of our human future, both
those dynamics need to change. CT

Sam Pizzigati, an Institute for
Policy Studies associate fellow,
co-edits Inequality.org. His books
include ‘The Case for a Maximum
Wage’ and ‘The Rich Don’t Always
Win: The Forgotten Triumph

over Plutocracy that Created the
American Middle Class, 1900-1970.°
This article was first published at
www.inequality.org.
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Ghazal, 4
Left legamputated

Ghazal sustained a
shrapnelinjury to

' timeshereacheda
hospital, gangrene
had set in, and

STOLEN STEPS / 2

her lower calf. By the

Fuad, 16
Right leg amputated

Fuad's leg was
amputated with no
anesthetic after an

Israeli airstrike

killed his parents
and three siblings.

doctors amputated
her leg at the hip.

e

[The doctor]
told me ‘count
to three, and
he cutit.

-
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‘I remember all those
beautiful brave people
... | remember the
erased cities’

n March 24, Hamdan Ballal, one of the
four directors of No Other Land, the
winner of the Best Documentary Fea-
ture at the recent Academy Awards,
was beaten by a mob of Israeli settlers
and soldiers, and detained by the military. The in-
cident occurred three weeks to the day after Bal-
lal, with co-directors Basel Adra, Yuval Abraham
and Rachel Szor, had stood on the platform at the
Academy Awards ceremony in Los Angeles and
received the documentary feature honour.

The assault on Ballal was in part an act of re-
taliation against the award for No Oth-
er Land, which exposes the savage Zi-
onist campaign of ethnic cleansing and
violence in the West Bank. In response,
various documentary film festivals and
organisations, as well as many individ-
ual members of the Academy, immedi-
ately issued statements condemning
the vicious attack.

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences (AMPAS) in Hollywood,
however, which had actually bestowed
the award on Ballal and the others, re-
mained entirely silent for two days. In
response to criticism, the Academy
eventually issued a miserable state-
ment, a la Pontius Pilate, in which it
washed its hands of any concern or re-
sponsibility for Ballal’s fate.

The statement, signed by Academy
CEO Bill Kramer and President Janet
Yang, sought to justify the organisa- TOP:

sponse to social, political and economic events.
In these instances, it is important to note that the
Academy represents close to 11,000 global mem-
bers with many unique viewpoints.”

Adding insult to injury, the statement men-
tioned neither Ballal’s name nor the title of the
film, as though that were beneath the dignity of
the Academy.

The declaration, a kowtowing to pro-Israeli el-
ements in Hollywood, to the Trump administra-
tion and to the Israeli attackers, provoked outrage
among filmmakers and members of the Academy.
A letter began circulating, which has
been signed by nearly 1,000 Academy
members, condemning the attack by
the Zionist thugs and criticising the
Academy’s silence. Out of a total mem-
bership of 693 in the Academy’s docu-
mentary branch, more than 460 have
endorsed the protest.

After this incident, the World Social-
ist Web Site (WSWS) contacted a num-
ber of documentary filmmaker mem-
bers of the Academy and asked for
their comments. Some indicated that
they opposed the Academy’s actions,
but were nervous about doing so in
public.

One of those who responded strongly
was James Longley, a nominee for an
Academy Award for Best Documenta-
ry Feature — the award won by Ballal
and his colleagues — in 2007 for Iraq in

Attacked Oscar Fragments. Longley sent the WSWS

tion’s previous silence by noting that winner Hamdan Ballal. the eloquent statement — reprinted on
because of the “conflict and uncertain- ABOVE: James Langley the following three pages — which fo-
ty” of the times, “we are often asked to condemned Academy's cuses on the catastrophe in Gaza and

speak on behalf of the Academy in re- reaction

the criminals responsible.
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>» JAMES LONGLEY

‘One must tread
carefully when
the halls of power

areso slipp

ery with

the blood of childrenw’

I am the first and probably the

only US-born filmmaker to

have produced a documentary

feature film entirely inside the

Gaza Strip. I made my Gaza

Strip documentary in early
2001 during the second Palestinian uprising. It was
my first film, still little more than student work,
and it is available for free on YouTube.

In 2009 I came back to Gaza, in the aftermath of
the Israeli bombing campaign and ground invasion
that they called Operation Cast Lead. Block after
block of Palestinian homes were levelled. Whole
extended families were wiped off the civil regis-
try. The main grain depot was in ruins. A thousand
Palestinian civilians killed. Tens of thousands
wounded and maimed. Cast Lead was the first of
many large-scale bombing campaigns by the Israe-
lis against the population of Gaza.

For those who believe that mass violence start-
ed on October 7, 2023, it is instructive to remember
that at least 6,400 Palestinians were killed by the
Israelis between January 1, 2008 and August 2023.
During the Israeli bombing campaign against the
people of Gaza in 2014, the corpses of Palestinian
infants filled up the ice cream freezers because the
morgues were already overflowing with bodies.

My own direct memory of Gaza stretches back to
2001, of course. I remember distinctly how the Is-
raelis fired anti-personnel weapons into neighbour-
hoods teeming with Palestinian families, leaving
the concrete walls of their apartment blocks cov-
ered in lethal metal flechette darts [small, sharp,
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metal projectiles, typically with fins for stability,
designed to be dropped from aircraft or fired from
weapons, often used as anti-personnel weapons]. I
remember how the Israelis shot children right in
front of me, the IDF soldiers firing from the safety
of their jeeps on the patrol road beyond the concen-
tration camp fence near Qarni Crossing.

I remember how the Israelis would fire heavy
machine-guns into the refugee camps at the edge
of Khan Yunis on a nightly basis, the glowing red
streams of their tracer rounds floating through the
darkness, followed swiftly by their terrible sound.
In the afternoon Israeli soldiers tapped out English
football claps with their US-supplied weapons, lux-
uriating in their unlimited ammunition and total
impunity. The schoolchildren scatter. Shave and a
haircut, two bits.

I remember how the Israelis came in the dead
of night with a massive armoured Caterpillar D9
bulldozer fitted with a machine-gun and a grenade
launcher to crush the homes and lives of the Pales-
tinian refugees while an Apache attack helicopter
hovered overhead in the black sky, firing a 30mm
chain gun and Hellfire missiles into the town. I re-
member all of the Palestinian hospitals that have
since been destroyed, even then filled with the dead
and the wounded. I remember all those beautiful,
brave people. The doctors, the ambulance drivers,
the journalists, the shopkeepers, the teachers, the
kids. I remember the erased cities.

I remember the first day I entered the Gaza
Strip in January 2001, passing through the mili-
tary checkpoints and the endless rows of 30-foot
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concrete barriers. I remember the Israeli soldiers
in sunglasses, well-fed and muscular, sitting con-
fidently behind the gun barrels of their Merka-
va tanks. When I saw the reality of the situation I
knew right away that the Israelis would massacre
the Palestinian people. There wasn’t a doubt in my
mind.

My documentary was finished in 2002 and

was well reviewed by the New York Times, Village
Voice, and others. It was never broadcast anywhere
in the Western world. HBO passed on my film for
reasons best known to themselves, and instead sent
filmmaker James Miller to Gaza. James Miller was
a multi-Emmy-winning perfect gentleman from a
Jewish family in Wales. Israeli First Lieutenant Hib
al-Heib shot James Miller in the neck and killed him
as he held out a white flag. His film was finished by
Miller’s filmmaking partner, journalist and produc-

RAFAH TODAY: Over 3,000 years it grew into a thriving city. Then it became a target of Israel's Gaza genocide

er Saira Shah, and is called Death in Gaza. Miller’s
killing by the Israelis had the intended chilling ef-
fect: HBO never tried to make another documentary
in the Gaza Strip.

In those days there were relatively few cameras
in Gaza, and making a film there was something
rare. Today everyone has a camera in their pocket.
The Palestinians of Gaza have recorded their own
genocide at the hands of the Israelis in a desper-
ate attempt to raise international awareness. Our
social media feeds fill to the brim with images of
the mass murder of civilians killed with weapons
and political cover provided by our governments.
We heedlessly airlift the bombs that Israel drops
on Gaza, day in, day out.

And so the murder goes on and on, barely re-
marked upon by the cowardly so-called journal-
ists of our major media, as the Israelis slaughter
the real journalists of Gaza in their hundreds. The
journalists of Gaza could have taught our jour-
nalists a thing or two about bravery if we had not
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‘The spokespeople of our governments smirk
as they lie through their bloody teeth on both
sides of the Atlantic. International law is dead
and buried under the rubble of Gaza’

hunted them down and stolen their lives with our
feeble silence and our lies. Our country gleefully
facilitates the massacre of starving people in their
tens of thousands, we cover up the rape of Pales-
tinian doctors in prison camps and ignore the ex-
ecution of aid workers by the score. Our politicians
rush to take part in the genocide. The spokespeo-
ple of our governments smirk as they lie through
their bloody teeth on both sides of the Atlantic. In-
ternational law is dead and buried under the rub-
ble of Gaza. Human rights are make-believe. No-
body in power will lift a finger to stop the Kkilling.
On the contrary.

oliticians of all stripes in the United States,
Germany and the United Kingdom come together to
support Israel’s genocide and ethnic cleansing. The
mass murder will not be stopped by the complicit
western powers. We are the champions of extermi-
nation. We will starve and bomb the Palestinians to
the last. We will pursue their children with flying
death machines for even daring to lift their eyes to-
ward freedom. Our algorithms will acquire a taste
for the blood of babies. The mask of civility has fallen
away and the entire world can now clearly see the
true face of a fading empire presided over by mur-
dering cowards, shameless thieves and senile liars.
It is a spectacle to make the heart scream.

And all of that is why I completely understand
the cowardice of the Academy leadership and their
beige, formless silence. That is why I have deep
empathy for their spineless, obsequious non-apol-
ogy and for their inability to speak the truth. They
are right to be afraid. Their fear is the soul of pru-
dence. I am also afraid, and I understand them. If
the Academy leadership have any sense at all they
should be shaking in their boots and cowering un-
der their desks at what has been done and what is
coming. They would do well to keep their mouths
shut. People who are ready to commit genocide

against a starving population trapped in a con-
centration camp are truly terrifying people. They
are merciless. To witness what they are capable of
justifying and enabling makes the blood run cold
from fear at their sheer reptilian inhumanity.

Academy leaders [Bill] Kramer and [Janet] Yang
are completely correct that the Academy is a big
tent whose members hold “many unique view-
points” — including support for the torture and de-
tention of Palestinian filmmaker Hamdan Ballal,
who won the Oscar only weeks before for the cou-
rageous documentary No Other Land. I have no
doubt that the pro-genocide contingent is alive and
well at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences, just as it is in our past and present presi-
dential administrations and the US Congress. One
must tread carefully when the halls of power are so
slippery with the blood of children.

I remember having coffee with one very sen-
ior Academy member, 16 years ago, only days af-
ter the end of Operation Cast Lead in early 2009.
The subject of Gaza came up. This particular Acad-
emy member was already an old man then, and
has since passed away. He had been the head of a
major Hollywood studio and produced many fa-
mous films that you have all seen. He knew that I
had made a film in Gaza. I wanted to know what he
thought of what we had just witnessed the Israelis
doing in Gaza in the month prior.

This particular Academy member told me with-
out the slightest hesitation that he thought the Is-
raelis had been far too lenient: “They should have
killed all of those animals!” he insisted, banging
his hand on the table and making the spoons rat-
tle. “They should have slaughtered them down to
the last child!”

Then he calmed himself and
said: “In the end, we’re just go-
ing to have to push them out
to some other place, and the
taxpayers will have to foot the
bill.”

This article was first published by the World Socialist Web Site at www.wsws.org
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Dunia, 12
Right leg amputated

Dunia’s right leg was
amputated in an Israeli
airstrike that killed six
of her family members.

Two months later, an
Israeli missile struck the
maternity ward of Nasser
hospital, killing her.
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> JOHN & NISHA WHITEHEAD

Welcome to the United
States of Tyranny

Our message to Donald Trump: If you want to make America
great again, start by making America free again...

t’s no joke: America is becom-

ing a Constitution-free zone. Lit-

tle by little, our rights are being

whittled down in the name of na-
tional security.

Where do you draw the line?

How much tyranny will Ameri-
cans tolerate in the name of nation-
al security? At what point does this
slippery slope of power grabs lead to
dictatorship?

Will we let border police trample
on the rights of everyone they en-
counter, including legal residents
and citizens? Turn a blind eye when
men, women and children are for-
cibly detained by gangs of plain-
clothes agents and made to disap-
pear? Will we accept a national ID
card that enables the government
to target individuals and groups it
deems undesirable?

Will we tolerate Al-powered sur-
veillance cameras and drones that
track us more effectively than they
protect us? Will we censor our-
selves, fearing that any expres-
sion of dissent will mark us as
anti-government?

Will we abandon the constitution-
al principles our founders fought
for? This is the bargain the police
state demands of us.

Take immigration, for example.

President Trump wants us to be-
lieve that the nation’s security is so
threatened by illegal immigrants
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that we should tolerate roving bands
of ICE and border patrol agents dis-
regarding the Constitution at every
turn. But these government agents
aren’t just disregarding it — they’re
trampling it with the blessing of the
man who swore to “preserve, pro-
tect and defend” that very same
Constitution:

First Amendment rights to free
speech, assembly, and protest.
Fourth Amendment protections
against unreasonable searches and
seizures. Fifth Amendment guaran-
tees of due process. Sixth Amend-
ment protections ensuring a right
to legal counsel. Eighth Amend-
ment protections against cruel and
unusual punishments. Fourteenth
Amendment rights to equal protec-
tion under the law.

All of these and more are be-
ing imperiously swept aside in the
Trump Administration’s pursuit
of an America “for Americans and
Americans only.”

Tump has invoked wartime pow-
ers under the Alien Enemies Act to
justify the expulsion of illegal im-
migrants, whom he has likened to
terrorists, killers, criminals, and en-
emies of the state.

However, with national securi-
ty being used as a pretext to strip

away rights on a larger scale than
just criminals, the individuals tar-
geted by the Trump Administra-
tion’s overreach represent a broader
cross-section of American society:
immigrants, both documented and
undocumented, who live and work
in the mainland of the United States.
Individuals whose visas allow them
to legally reside in the US are also
being rounded up and made to dis-
appear without due process.

These arbitrary roundups and de-
portations represent a pattern of
government overreach, targeting
individuals based on nationality,
perceived political dissent, or oth-
er subjective criteria. Such actions
not only violate due process but also
suppress First Amendment rights.

Moreover, these actions are not
limited to immigrants or perceived
enemies — they extend to anyone
daring to challenge the status quo.
Whether it’s activists, academics,
or everyday citizens, being targeted
for political expression is an assault
on the very essence of free speech.

In this way, these round-ups rep-
resent the beginning of the slippery
slope, leading not just to arbitrary
detentions and the expansion of pri-
vate prisons as an extension of the
police state but to an eventual au-
thoritarian regime where dissent
is suppressed, and constitutional
rights are discarded. This is not just



happening at the southern border.
These round-ups are increasingly
occurring in cities like New York,
Boston, and northern Virginia, with
many US citizens also being swept
up in warrantless searches, surveil-
lance, and overreach from federal
and local law enforcement.

Where once the nation’s border
constituted a thin line, it is becom-
ing an ever-thickening zone domi-
nated by authoritarianism and an
utter disregard for the rule of law.

This zone impacts millions of
Americans who have never been
near a border — citizens who live
in everyday places, like urban and
suburban areas, yet are subject to
government overreach.

As journalist Todd Miller ex-

plains, that expanding border re-
gion now extends “100 miles inland
around the United States.” Nearly 66
percent of Americans (2/3 of the US
population, or 197.4 million people)
now live within that 100-mile-deep,
Constitution-free zone.

In this authoritarian reshaping of
America, no one is safe, not even in
their own homes. The government’s
ever-expanding, Constitution-free
zone translates to greater numbers
of Americans being subject to war-
rantless searches, ID checkpoints,
transportation checks, and even
surveillance on private property
far beyond the boundaries of the
borderlands.

From facial recognition software
to mass data collection, surveillance
technology is being used to monitor
immigrants and ordinary citizens
who are not suspected of crime.

With Trump considering plans to
turn a portion of the southern bor-
der into an expansive military in-
stallation policed by active-duty
troops, we’re going to see even more
of these assaults on our freedoms.

As Miller points out, the govern-

The government's
Constitution-free zone
translates to greater
numbers of us being
subject to warrantless
searches ...

ment has turned the nation’s ex-
panding border regions into “a
ripe place to experiment with tear-
ing apart the Constitution, a place
where not just undocumented bor-
der-crossers, but millions of border-
land residents have become the tar-
gets of continual surveillance.”

These troubling developments
at the borders are just one part of
a broader erosion of constitutional
rights that has been underway for
decades in the name of national se-
curity. Despite the propaganda com-
ing from the White House, the loom-
ing problem is not so much that the
US is being invaded by hostile forc-
es at the border, but rather that the
US Constitution is under assault
from within by a power-hun-
gry cabal at the highest levels of
power.

Before long, the only Americans
qualified to live freely in Trump’s
America will be those who march in
lockstep with the Deep -
State’s dictates, and )
even absolute com- [{@
pliance is no guaran- |§
tee of safety.

It used to be that
the Constitution
was our only reli-

able safety net,
e

[

but that is be-
ing system-
atically dis-
mantled. The
govern- J
ment is 7~
now
the

greatest threat to our safety, and
there’s no border wall big enough to
protect us from these

ruffians in our midst.

The answer to this tyranny be-
gins with us — “We the people.”

The Constitution should not be ne-
gotiable. Freedom is not negotiable.
You want to make America great
again? Start by making America
free again. cT

John W. Whitehead is founder

and president of The Rutherford
Institute. His books include
‘Battlefield America: The War

on the American People,” ‘A
Government of Wolves: The
Emerging American Police State,’
and ‘The Erik Blair Diaries.’ Nisha
Whitehead is the Executive Director
of The Rutherford Institute — www.
rutherford.org.




> JOHN MCEVOY

How Israel misled Britain
during the Falklands war

Declassified files reveal how Tel Aviv deceived Britain about supplying
Argentina’s antisemitic dictatorship with weapons during the 1980s

rgentine forces invaded

the Falkland Islands —

a British territory in

the South Atlantic — 43

years ago. The UK
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch-
er responded by dispatching a na-
val task force to retake the territo-
ry, pinning her political career on
military success 8,000 miles from
London.

The conflict lasted for 74 days
and cost the lives of more than 900
people, with Thatcher scoring her
highest ever public approval rating
shortly after the Argentine surren-
der in June 1982.

“Itis no exaggeration to say that...
the Falklands War transformed the
British political scene,” she later
wrote in her memoirs. “I could feel
the impact of the victory wherever
I went.”

Yet victory in the Falklands was
far from inevitable and Argentina’s
prospects of holding onto the is-
lands had been boosted by military
support from an unlikely source —
Israel. The Argentine dictatorship
was notoriously anti-Semitic. By the
early 1980s, it had “disappeared” as
many as 30,000 people, with a dis-
proportionate 10 percent of those
being Jewish.

Jacobo Timerman was one of
the many Jewish prisoners to re-
ceive exceptionally harsh treatment
in Argentine military jails decorat-
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ed with Swastikas and other Nazi
symbols.

Yet Argentina [as previously de-
classified files have shown] was
able to acquire over 20 Nasher fight-
er jets from Israel in 1982, the year
of the Falklands war, with more Is-
raeli weapons and supplies secretly
transferred through Peru.

It also used Israeli-supplied Sky-
hawk jets to sink four British war-
ships, including the Sir Galahad,
which resulted in the deaths of 48
soldiers.

D eclassified files now reveal how

Israel repeatedly misled the UK gov-
ernment about its military support
to Argentina, provoking a diplomatic
crisis between both countries.

The Foreign Office responded
by leaking information about Isra-
el’s activities to the British press
and summoning Israeli diplomats

During the Falklands war,
the UK government
raised concerns about
Israeli arms sales

to Argentina but was
batted away through
diversion and deceit

to explain themselves. So distrust-
ful were UK officials of their Israe-
li counterparts that they suspected
the embassy in Tel Aviv had been
bugged.

Yet Britain’s protests fell on deaf
ears. While the Israeli govern-
ment had little regard for Argenti-
na’s claim to the Falklands, it had
a burgeoning arms market in Latin
America to protect.

This meant that Israel sold weap-
ons to some of the region’s most
brutal regimes during the 1970s
and 1980s. “Since when has ideol-
ogy had anything to do with the
sale of arms?” one Israeli official
retorted when asked about arming
Argentina.

During the Falklands war, the
UK government repeatedly raised
concerns about Israeli arms sales
to Argentina but was batted away
through diversion and deceit, the
declassified files show.

“One is still left with the uneasy
feeling that Israeli denial of hav-
ing supplied anything to Argenti-
na could ... be got round by indirect
supply of some kind which Israelis
would of course be most anxious to
conceal,” wrote Patrick Moberly, the
UK ambassador in Tel Aviv, in May
1982.

In a separate dispatch, Mober-
ly re-emphasised his frustration:
“The Israelis are accomplished at
concealing information they do not
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Members of the Argentine junta at a military parade in Buenos Aires, July 1978. From left: Admiral Emilio Massera, Lieuten-
ant General Jorge Videla and Brigadier General Orlando Agosti.

want to divulge and are being ex-
tremely cagey in their response to
direct questioning about anything
to do with arms supplies for Argen-
tina in the current crisis.”

By June, Moberly was becoming
concerned that the Israelis were
making “a gigantic effort... to pull
the wool over our eyes.” After ask-
ing one Israeli official about arms
reaching Argentina via third coun-
tries, he was misleadingly told: “We
Israelis are not that stupid.”

The issue continued to dog the
UK-Israel relationship even after
the conflict, with the British govern-
ment fearing that Argentina might
launch a renewed offensive using
weapons supplied by Israel.

In March 1983, Moberly observed
how “the Israelis are selling arms to
Argentina, but are not going to tell
us what.”

Another British official noted:
“We are having the worst of both

worlds, with the Israelis apparently
shipping aircraft to Argentina and
at the same time fobbing us off with
repeated denials.”

In response to Israel’s abstinence,
the UK government tried to increase
the pressure on Tel Aviv through
other means.

Six weeks into the conflict, the
Foreign Office rang the British em-
bassy in Tel Aviv on an open line,
expecting the call to be monitored
by Israeli intelligence.

“As agreed with the permanent
under-secretary this morning, I
spoke with Mr. Moberly on an open
line to Tel Aviv,” wrote Foreign Of-
fice official David Gillmore. “I hope
that the Israeli authorities were lis-
tening to this conversation,” he
added.

During the conversation, Gill-

Argentine government/Wikimedia Commons

more informed Moberly that “there
was a growing concern in the UK at
reports about what the Israelis were
up to” and that the government
“was well informed” about what
was going on.

To this end, he added, it was
“quite likely that the growing anger
about Israeli behaviour would burst
this week.”

The objective was to convey the
strength of feeling about Israeli
arms sales to Argentina in Britain
without resorting to a formal diplo-
matic spat. But these efforts failed,
and the UK government decided to
take more active measures.

As the Falklands war progressed,
the Foreign Office began to leak in-
telligence to the British press about
Israeli arms sales to Argentina, hop-
ing to then use those reports to con-
front the Israeli government about
its weapons transfers.

In June 1982, Gillmore wrote in a
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secret cable about how he had “fed
to the Insight people” at the Sunday
Times detailed information about Is-
rael’s arms sales to Argentina.

This covered alleged Argentine
efforts “through a Panamanian in-
termediary to lodge a letter of cred-
it with Credit Suisse in Zurich in fa-
vour of Israeli Aircraft Industries
Ltd in Tel Aviv.” The Insight team
was further told that the letter of
credit “was for over $50 million.”

Sensitive information was also
leaked to the Financial Times, with
the Foreign Office hoping to use its
media coverage as “a useful deter-
rent” by alerting banks to “the risks
of becoming involved in deals which
are likely soon to become public
knowledge.”

Once the information had been
published in the press, the Foreign
Office would ring up the Israeli em-
bassy to demand “a reaction.” It
feigned ignorance about how the re-
ports had come to light, with the Is-
raeli ambassador being told that the
Foreign Office had “at no point vol-
unteered information to the press.”

The Israeli government reacted
furiously to the negative press cov-
erage in Britain. Its ambassador in
London forwarded to the Foreign Of-
fice letters he had received from an-
gry Britons, declaring: “This is what
we get for having, from the very out-
set, shown every deference and con-
sideration for your interests.”

One of the letters was ostensibly
from a serving RAF officer, who said
Israel’s decision to “supply arms to
the aggressor, a country that has for
years harboured... Nazi criminals”
had turned him into a lifelong sup-
porter of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO). The letter con-
cluded: “Long live the PLO!!!”

The Israeli government also
sought to convey its anger at the For-
eign Office through pro-Israel fig-
ures in Britain’s Jewish community.

Lord Sieff of Brimpton, who had
worked as an adviser to the Israeli
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The Israeli government
suggested that selling
arms to the Argentine
dictatorship might
improve conditions for
the Jewish community

government during the late 1940s,
operated as an intermediary be-
tween Tel Aviv and London.

“The message which he [Sieff]
had been asked to convey to us was
that the Israeli government were do-
ing and would continue to do every-
thing they could to prevent the sup-
ply of military equipment from Is-
rael to Argentina; and the less that
was said about this here in public
the easier it would be for them to
do in practice,” noted one British
official.

Michael Fidler, founder of Con-

servative Friends of Israel, even at-
tempted to offer the UK government
a categorical assurance that no arms
had been supplied by Israel to Argen-
tina either directly or indirectly since
the start of the Falklands crisis. This
was a claim that the Israeli govern-
ment was not even prepared to make.

Such approaches were received
with little patience. The Israeli am-
bassador in London was told plain-
ly that “the simplest way to end
it [negative publicity] would be to
stop all current arms deliveries” to
Argentina.

With patience wearing thin in
London, Foreign Office officials be-
gan to issue scathing remarks about
their Israeli counterparts.

“Withdrawal from occupied ter-
ritory is not exactly [a] convincing
line of argument with Israelis who
will be quick to see its implications
for their own situation,” one wrote
in reference to Israel’s occupation of

Palestine. “The Israelis have always
had a special way of looking at the
rest of the world,” Moberly added.

The issue of antisemitism within
the Argentine dictatorship was also
raised, with the Israeli ambassador
in London being pressed that “Brit-
ish public opinion will not under-
stand why you should sell arms to a
regime you fear may be antisemitic.”

The Israeli government suggest-
ed that selling arms to the Argen-
tine dictatorship might improve
conditions for the country’s Jewish
community — despite antisemitism
in Argentina consistently rising
through the early 1980s.

Yet the key motivation for Israel’s
support to Argentina was clear.

“The present crisis” in the Falk-
lands offered Israel “an extremely
attractive opportunity to develop
the arms market in Argentina and
Latin America, with great potential
long-term benefit to Israel”, one Is-
raeli diplomat in London confessed.

The Israeli government also
viewed arms sales to Argentina as
a “bargaining chip to exert pres-
sure on Britain to halt its own sale
of weapons to Israel’s Arab adver-
saries” and loosen London’s arms
restrictions on Tel Aviv.

While these revelations come
from Foreign Office documents,
Britain’s Ministry of Defence is still
censoring files about Israel’s role
in the Falklands war. Declassified
UK is trying to obtain them via the
Freedom of Information Act. CT

John McEvoy is acting chief
investigator for Declassified UK
He is a historian and filmmaker
whose work focuses on British
foreign policy and Latin America.
His PhD was on Britain’s Secret
Wars in Colombia between 1948
and 2009. McEvoy isworking on a
documentary about Britain’s role
in the rise of Augusto Pinochet.
This article first appeared at
www.declassifieduk.org.
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>» CHRIS HEDGES

What next? Concentration

camps in America?

Once a regime starts to send people to concentration camps
— such as those in El Salvador - it creates a system of detention
that ignores due process and disappears citizens into black holes

ur offshore concentra-

tion camps, for now,

are in El Salvador and

Guantanamo Bay, Cu-

ba. But don’t expect
them to remain there. Once they
are normalised, not only for US-de-
ported immigrants and residents,
but US citizens, they will migrate to
the homeland. It is a very short leap
from our prisons, already rife with
abuse and mistreatment, to concen-
tration camps, where those held are
cut off from the outside world — “dis-
appeared” — denied legal represen-
tation and crammed into fetid, over-
crowded cells.

Prisoners in the camps in El Sal-
vador are forced to sleep on the
floor or in solitary confinement in
the dark. Many suffer from tuber-
culosis, fungal infections, scabies,
severe malnutrition and chronic
digestive illnesses. The inmates, in-
cluding more than 3,000 children,
are fed rancid food. They endure
beatings. They are tortured, in-
cluding by water-boarding or being
forced naked into barrels of ice-cold
water, according to Human Rights
Watch.

In 2023, the State Department
described imprisonment as “life-
threatening,” and that was be-
fore the Salvadoran government
declared a “state of exception” in
March 2022. The situation has been
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ABDUCTED: Kilmar Abrego Garcia
greatly “exacerbated,” the State De-
partment notes, by the “addition of
72,000 detainees under the state of
exception.” Some 375 people have
died in the camps since the state of
exception was established, part of El
Salvadoran President Nayib Buke-
le’s “war on gangs,” according to the
local human rights group Socorro
Juridico Humanitario.

These camps — the Centro de Con-
finamiento del Terrorismo (Center
for Terrorism Confinement) known
as CECOT, to which US deportees
are being sent, holds 40,000 people —
are the model, the harbinger of what
awaits us.

Metal worker and union mem-

ber Kilmar Abrego Garcia, who was
abducted from his Maryland home

in front of his five-year-old son on
March 12,2025, was accused of being
a gang member and sent to El Salva-
dor. The Supreme Court agreed with
District Judge Paula Xinis who found
that Garcia’s deportation was an “il-
legal act.” Trump officials blamed
their deportation of Garcia on an “ad-
ministrative error.” Xinis ordered the
Trump administration to “facilitate”
his return. But that does not mean he
is coming back.

“I hope you're not suggesting that
I smuggle a terrorist into the Unit-
ed States,” Bukele told the press at a
White House meeting with Trump.
“How can I smuggle — how can I re-
turn him to the United States? Like, I
smuggle him into the United States?
Well, of course I'm not going to do
it...the question is preposterous.”

This is the future. Once a segment
of the population is demonised - in-
cluding US citizens Trump labels
“homegrown criminals” — once they
are stripped of their humanity, once
they embody evil and are seen as an
existential threat, the end result is
that these human “contaminants”
are removed from society. Guilt or
innocence, at least under the law,
is irrelevant. Citizenship offers no
protection.

“The first essential step on the
road to total domination is to Kkill
the juridical person in man,” writes
Hannah Arendt in The Origins of
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ICE HOUSE: Venezuela's Centro de Confinamiento del Terrorismo (Center for Terrorism Confinement) known as CECOT, where

US deportees detained by ICE, are being sent, holds 40,000 people. Is this the model for what awaits America?

Totalitarianism. “This was done,
on the one hand, by putting certain
categories of people outside the pro-
tection of the law and forcing at the
same time, through the instrument
of denationalisation, the non-totali-
tarian world into recognition of law-
lessness; it was done, on the other,
by placing the concentration camp
outside the normal penal system,
and by selecting inmates outside the
normal judicial procedure in which
a definite crime entails a predicta-
ble penalty.”

Tlose who build concentration
camps build societies of fear. They
issue relentless warnings of mortal
danger, whether from immigrants,
Muslims, traitors, criminals or ter-
rorists. Fear spreads slowly, like a
sulphurous gas, until it infects all
social interactions and induces pa-

ralysis. It takes time. In the first
years of the Third Reich, the Nazis
operated ten camps with about 10,000
inmates. But once they managed to
crush all competing centres of power
— labour unions, political parties, an
independent press, universities and
the Catholic and Protestant church-
es — the concentration camp system
exploded. By 1939, when World War
II broke out, the Nazis were running
more than 100 concentration camps
with a million inmates. Death camps
followed.

Those that create these camps
give them wide publicity. They are
designed to intimidate. Their bru-
tality is their selling point. Dachau,
the first Nazi concentration camp,
was not, as Richard Evans writes in
The Coming of The Third Reich “an
improvised solution to an unexpect-
ed problem of overcrowding in the
goals, but a long-planned measure
that the Nazis had envisioned vir-

tually from the very beginning. It
was widely publicised and reported
in the local, regional and national
press, and served as a stark warn-
ing to anyone contemplating offer-
ing resistance to the Nazi regime.”

Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) agents, wearing
plain clothes and circling neighbour-
hoods in unmarked cars, kidnap le-
gal residents such as Mahmoud
Khalil. These abductions replicate
those I witnessed on streets of San-
tiago, Chile under the dictatorship
of Augusto Pinochet, or in San Sal-
vador, El Salvador’s capital, during
the military dictatorship.

ICE is swiftly evolving into our
homegrown version of the Gestapo
or The People’s Commissariat for
Internal Affairs (NKVD). It over-
sees 200 detention facilities. It is a
formidable domestic surveillance
agency that has amassed data on
most Americans, according to a re-
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port compiled by the Center of Pri-
vacy & Technology at Georgetown.

“By reaching into the digital re-
cords of state and local governments
and buying databases with billions
of data points from private com-
panies, ICE has created a surveil-
lance infrastructure that enables it
to pull detailed dossiers on nearly
anyone, seemingly at any time,” the
report reads. “In its efforts to arrest
and deport, ICE has — without any
judicial, legislative or public over-
sight — reached into datasets con-
taining personal information about
the vast majority of people living in
the US, whose records can end up in
the hands of immigration enforce-
ment simply because they apply for
driver’s licenses; drive on the roads;
or sign up with their local utili-
ties to get access to heat, water and
electricity.”

Those abducted, including the
Turkish national and PhD student
at Tufts University, Riimeysa Oz-
tiirk, are accused of amorphous be-
haviour such as “engaging in activi-
ties in support of Hamas.” But this
is a subterfuge, accusations no more
real than the invented crimes un-
der Stalinism where people were
accused of belonging to the old or-
der — Kulaks or members of the pet-
it bourgeoisie — or were convicted
for plotting to overthrow the regime
as Trotskyites, Titoites, agents of
capitalism or saboteurs, known as
“wreckers.” Once a category of peo-
ple is targeted, the crimes they are
charged with, if they are charged at
all, are almost always fabrications.

Concentration camp inmates are
severed from the outside world.
They are disappeared. Erased. They
are treated as if they never existed.
Nearly all efforts to obtain infor-
mation about them are met with si-
lence. Even their death, should they
die in custody, becomes anonymous,
as if they were never born.

Those who run concentration
camps, as Hannah Arendt writes,
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Shaved heads are

a feature of all
concentration camps.
The excuse is lice.

But of course it is about
depersonalisation ...

are people without the curiosity or
the mental capacity to form opin-
ions. They don’t, she notes, “even
know any more what it means to be
convinced.” They simply obey, con-
ditioned to act as “perverted ani-
mals.” They are intoxicated by the
God-like power they have to turn
human beings into quivering flocks
of sheep.

lhe goal of any concentration

camp system is to destroy all indi-
vidual traits, to mould people into
fearful, docile, obedient masses. The
first camps are training grounds
for prison guards and ICE agents.
They master the brutal techniques
designed to infantilise inmates, an
infantilisation that soon warps the
wider society.

The 250 purported Venezuelan
gang members shipped to El Sal-
vador in defiance of a federal court
were denied due process. They were
summarily herded onto planes,
which ignored the judge’s order to
turn back, and once they arrived,
were stripped, beaten and had their
heads shaved. Shaved heads are a
feature of all concentration camps.
The excuse is lice. But of course it
is about depersonalisation and why
they are in uniforms and identified
by numbers.

The autocrat openly revels in the
cruelty. “I look forward to watching
the sick terrorist thugs get 20 year
jail sentences for what they are do-
ing to Elon Musk and Tesla,” Trump
wrote on Truth Social. “Perhaps

they could serve them in the prisons
of El Salvador, which have become
so recently famous for such lovely
conditions!”

Those that build concentration
camps are proud of them. They
show them off to the press, or at
least the sycophants posing as the
press. Secretary for Homeland Se-
curity Kristi Noem, who posted a
video of herself visiting the El Sal-
vadoran prison, used the shirtless
and head shaved inmates as a stage
prop for her threats against immi-
grants. If fascism does one thing
well, it is spectacle.

First they come for the immi-
grants. Then they come for the ac-
tivists on foreign student visas on
college campuses. Then they come
for green card holders. Next are the
US citizens who fight Israeli geno-
cide or the creeping fascism. Then
they come for you. Not because you
broke the law. But because the mon-
strous machine of terror needs a
constant supply of victims to sus-
tain itself.

Totalitarian regimes survive by
eternally battling mortal, existen-
tial threats. Once one threat is erad-
icated, they invent another. They
mock the rule of law. Judges, un-
til they are purged, may decry this
lawlessness, but they have no mech-
anism to enforce their rulings. The
Department of Justice, turned over
to the Trump sycophant Pam Bondi,
is, as in all autocracies, designed to
block enforcement, not facilitate it.
There are no legal impediments left
to protect us. We know where this is
going. We have seen it before. And it
is not good. CcT

Chris Hedges is a Pulitzer Prize—
winning journalist who was a
foreign correspondent for 15 years
for the New York Times, where he
was Middle East bureau chief and
Balkan bureau chief for the paper.
He is the host of the Substack show,
the Chris Hedges Report.
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> ALEXANDRA MOORE & ELIZABETH SWANSON

Guantanamo artists: ‘Painting

our fear, hope and dreams’

Artists say the artwork was imprisoned like them and subjected to the same
restrictions and seemingly arbitrary processes of approval or disappearance

hen Moath al-Alwi

left Guantanamo

Bay for resettle-

ment in Oman, ac-

companying him on
his journey was a cache of artwork
he had created during more than
two decades of detention.

Al-Alwi was detainee number
“028” — an indication that he was
one of the first to arrive at the US
military prison off Cuba after it
opened in January 2002. His depar-
ture from the detention center on
Jan. 6, 2025, along with 10 fellow in-
mates, was part of an effort to re-
duce the prison’s population before
the end of President Joe Biden’s
term.

For al-Alwi, it meant freedom not
only for himself, but also for his
artwork. While not all detainees
shared his passion, creating art was
not an uncommon pursuit inside
Guantanamo - indeed it has been a
feature, formally and informally, of
the detention center since its open-
ing more than 20 years ago.

As editors of the recently pub-
lished book The Guantdnamo Art-
work and Testimony of Moath al-
Alwi: Deaf Walls Speak, we found
that art-making in Guantanamo
was more than self-expression; it
became a testament to detainees’
emotions and experiences and in-
fluenced relationships inside the de-
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CRY FREEDOM: Guantanamo prisoner Sabri Mohammad Ibrahim Al Qurashi depict-

ed Lady Liberty with a cage at her base, and with a sack over her head.

tention centre. Examining the art
offers unique ways of understand-
ing conditions inside the facility.

Detained without charge or trial

for 23 years, al-Alwi was first cleared
for release in December 2021. Due to
unstable conditions in his home coun-
try of Yemen, however, his transfer
was subject to finding another coun-
try for resettlement. Scheduled for re-
lease in early October 2023, he and 10

other Yemeni detainees were further
delayed when the Biden administra-
tion cancelled the flight due to con-
cerns over the political climate after
the Oct. 7 attacks in Israel.

During his detention, al-Alwi suf-
fered abuse and ill treatment, in-
cluding forced feedings. Making
art was a way for him, and others,
to survive and assert their humani-
ty, he said. Along with fellow former
detainees Sabri al-Qurashi, Ahmed
Rabbani, Muhammad Ansi, Khalid
Qasim and others, al-Alwi became
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an accomplished artist while being
held. His work was featured in sev-
eral art shows and in a New York
Times opinion documentary short.

During the detention centre’s ear-
ly years, these men used whatev-
er materials were at hand to create
artwork — the edge of a tea bag to
write on toilet paper, an apple stem
to imprint floral and geometric pat-
terns and poems onto Styrofoam
cups, which the authorities would
destroy after each meal.

In 2010, the Obama administra-
tion began offering art classes at
Guantanamo in an attempt to show
the world they were treating prison-

Al LA

ABOVE and LEFT: Sailing ships are a common feature of Moath al-Alwi's art

ers humanely and helping them oc-
cupy their time.

However, those attending were
given only rudimentary supplies.
And they were subjected to inva-
sive body searches to and from class
and initially shackled to the floor,
with one hand chained to the table,
throughout each session. Further-
more, the subject matter for their
art was restricted — detainees were
forbidden from representing cer-
tain aspects of their detention, and
all artwork was subject to approval
and risked being destroyed.

Despite this, many detainees par-
ticipated in the classes for camara-
derie and the opportunity to engage
in some form of creative expression.

Making art served many pur-
poses. Mansoor Adayfi, a former
Guantanamo Bay detainee and au-
thor of Don’t Forget Us Here: Lost
and Found at Guantanamo, wrote
in his contribution to the book on al-
Alwi that initially, “we painted what
we missed: the beautiful blue sky,

the sea, stars. We painted our fear,
hope and dreams.”

Those who have been transferred
from Guantanamo describe the art
as a way to express their apprecia-
tion for culture, the natural world
and their families while impris-
oned by a regime that consistently
characterised them as violent and
inhuman.

Tle Statue of Liberty became a
frequent motif Guantanamo artists
deployed to communicate the betray-
al of USIaws and ideals. Often, Lady
Liberty was depicted in distress —
drowning, shackled or hooded. For
Sabri al-Qurashi, the symbol of free-
dom under duress represented his
own condition when he painted it. “I
am in prison, not free, and without
any rights,” he told us.

At other times, the artwork re-
sponded directly to the men’s day-
to-day conditions of confinement.
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One of al-Alwi’s early pieces was
a model of a three-dimensional win-
dow. Approximately 40 x 55 inches,
the window was filled in with images
carefully torn from nature and trav-
el magazines, and layered to create
depth, so that it appeared to look out
on an island with a house with palm
and coconut trees made from twist-
ed pieces of rope and soap.

Al-Alwi was initially allowed to
keep it in his windowless cell, and
fellow detainees and guards would
visit to “look out” the window. But,
as far as we know, it was eventual-
ly lost or destroyed in a prison raid.

In another example of how artwork
can be an expression of what former
detainees call their “brotherhood,”
Khalid Qasim, who was imprisoned
at the age of 23 and held for more than
two decades before being transferred
alongside al-Alwi, mixed coffee
grounds and coarse sand to create
a series of nine textured, evocative
paintings to memorialise each of
the nine men who died while held at
Guantanamo.

Especially in periods when camp

The use of prison detritus
and found objects made
the artwork more than
simply a depiction of
what the men lacked,
desired or imagined

rules allowed detainees to create
artwork in their cells, the artists’
use of prison detritus and found ob-
jects made the artwork more than
simply a depiction of what the men
lacked, desired or imagined. Art-
work helped create an alternative
forum for the men’s experiences, es-
pecially for those artists who, along
with the vast majority of Guantana-
mo’s 779 detainees, never faced
charge or trial.

The pieces served as symbols and
metaphors of the detainees’ expe-
riences. For example, al-Alwi de-
scribes his 2015 large model ship,
The Ark, as fighting against the
waves of an imagined, threatening
sea. In creating it, he wrote, “I felt I
was rescuing myself.”

Constructed out of the materials
of his imprisonment, the work also

points to the conditions of his daily
life in Guantanamo. Made from the
strands of mops, unravelled prayer
cap and T-shirt threads, bottle caps,
bits of sponges and cardboard from
meal packaging, al-Alwi’s ships — he
went on to create at least seven — re-
veal both his artistic ingenuity and
his circumstances.

Guantanamo artists talk about
the artwork as being imprisoned
like them and subjected to the
same restrictions and seemingly
arbitrary processes of approval or
disappearance.

The transfer to Oman of al-Alwi
and his artwork releases both from
those processes. It also creates an
opportunity to inform the public
about what Guantdnamo meant to
those who were held there, and to
the 15 men who remain. cT

Alexandra Moore is Professor of
Human Rights in Literary and
Cultural Studies, Binghamton
University, State University

of New York, Elizabeth Swanson

1S Professor of Arts & Humanities,
at Babson College, Wellesley, MA.
This article was first published at
www.theconversation.com.
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> JUAN COLE

Banks, air conditioners,
and global warming

Billionaires who think they can keep selling gasoline, coal and gas, and then protect
their families with mansions in the mountains or on islands are fooling themselves

orbin Hiar reports at the

Scientific American that

the big banks are now

banking on a 5.4° F. (3°

Celsius) rise in global
temperatures above the pre-indus-
trial average.

Morgan Stanley let the conclu-
sion slip in a report on air condition-
er sales, which it expects to double,
what with the extra heat. Hiar says
that especially after the election of
Trump, the banks accept that that is
just the way it is going to be.

The stupidity hurts my brain.

Freakin’ air conditioners?

I'd like to direct readers (and any
bankers among them) to a free book
on what science tells us about a 3°
Celsius world. It is Klaus Wiegan-

dt, ed., 3 Degrees More: The Impend-
ing Hot Season and How Nature Can
Help Us Prevent It (Springer Na-
ture, 2024). It is a pretty horrifying
prospect.

Air conditioners run on electric-
ity, and reliable electricity may be
a problem if the average tempera-
ture of the earth’s surface skyrock-
ets 5.4°F.

Remember, that is an average in-
crease. In some places it may be 10°
or 15° F. That’s not going to be a pret-
ty picture in Phoenix, Az., Miami,
F1. or for that matter Orlando, Fres-
no, Ca. and a bunch of other cities
that are already sweltering in the
summer

I've lived a lot of my life in hot
places. I was in Cairo once in the

summer and there was an article
in the Arabic newspaper al-Ahram
[The Pyramids] about the heat in
Aswan in Upper Egypt, where it was
about 115° F. The article said that
there was a big electricity outage
because the insulation of the electri-
cal wires melted.

There are lots of ways ambient
heat can interfere with the trans-
mission wires. It can melt the in-
sulation, or it can overheat compo-
nents, it can cause oxidation. And
here’s the thing. Hot wire shows
more electrical resistance, which re-
duces its efficiency.

Moreover, overheated wires or
components can cause fires. Cal-
ifornia is a big tinderbox at cer-
tain times of year, with dry for-
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ests, which overheated electrical
wires can set off. The smart thing
to do will be to bury all the electri-
cal wires, but that is an expense
the power companies do not want
to bear. Another possibility is that
people will put up solar panels and
use home batteries, and disconnect
from the grid.

Hot river water causes nuclear
plants to go offline because they
can’t cool the rods. Heat and
droughts reduce hydro-electric pro-
duction. Just generating electrici-
ty for the air conditioners can be a
challenge. Your best bet will be so-
lar panels, an industry Trump is
trying to crush, and the banks are
happy to help because of their fossil
fuel investments and their willing-
ness to kowtow to Trump’s diktats.

Then there is the air conditioner
itself. It isn’t magic. AC’s don’t func-
tion well at over 100° F. They may
break down. They may not be able
to displace the heat outside. Cooling
down things by more than 26° F. is a
challenge. So if it is 120° F. out, don’t
count an getting lower than the 90s
inside.

In fact, it has recently been dis-
covered that a combination of 122°
F. and 80 percent humidity will just
kill you dead right there.

All this is not to mention the mas-
sive hurricanes that will repeatedly
knock down the electricity poles.

Already, Duke Energy filed with
the state of Florida for $1.1 billion
in compensation for all the grid re-
pair work it had to do after the 2024
hurricane season. What if the costs
rise so much that the state can’t
bear them, and Duke Energy goes
bankrupt?

It has recently been
discovered that

a combination of

122° F. and 80 percent
humidity will just kill
you dead right there

I mean, these are little dinky
storms compared to the ones we’ll
be having if temperatures rise an-
other couple degrees Fahrenheit.
Some scientists argue that the Saf-
fir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale,
which only goes up to 5, is increas-
ingly inadequate, and that we are al-
ready seeing sixes. Can force 7 hur-
ricanes be far off?

Duke’s press release says, “Given
the severity of these three storms,
the filing covers a range of costs,
such as deploying hundreds of Duke
Energy crews from the entire span
of the company’s service territories
and acquiring significant mutual
assistance from across the country
and even Canada; standing up stag-
ing sites, basecamps and tempo-
rary lodging, while also providing
meals for thousands of lineworkers
and field personnel; and repairing,
rebuilding and replacing critical in-
frastructure, including poles, wires
and transformers, that were dam-
aged and/or destroyed by cata-
strophic storm surge and wind.”

I don’t think they’re going to be get-

ting that help from Canada anymore.

And this is just the beginning.
Hurricanes are caused by warm

ocean water. The oceans off Florida
are already getting up to 100° F. in
the summer. That kind of tempera-
ture whips up a lot of wind. It is now
clear in the data that the intensity of
hurricanes is increasing because we
are burning so much coal, fossil gas
and petroleum.

Not only will the hurricanes be
fiercer, damaging homes and busi-
nesses and knocking down those
made of wood, but they will dump
more and more water, causing mas-
sive flooding.

Stefan Rahmstorf writes, “our
planet’s current coastlines are home
to more than 130 cities larger than
a million inhabitants, plus other in-
frastructure such as ports, airports,
and some 200 nuclear power plants
with seawater cooling (such as Size-
well B on the British North Sea
coast). Even 1 m [3 feet] of sea rise
would be a disaster.”

Those banks that see a 5.4° F. tem-
perature increase as an opportunity
to sell more consumer goods such as
air conditioners are not reckoning
with the likelihood of climate chaos
and climate breakdown at that level,
of a sort that will make maintaining
current levels of civilisation chal-
lenging. We’ll survive it. We're un-
likely to survive it in style.

And the billionaires who think
that they can sell us gasoline and
coal and gas for another century
and just protect their families with
big mansions in the mountains or
on islands are fooling themselves.
The mansions will slide down the
side of the mountain in a massive
downpour, and the seas will swal-
low up the ones on islands with
storm surges. CcT
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> JONATHAN COOK

Why is the media still
getting the Gaza murdered
paramedics story so wrong?

Israel's execution of 15 emergency workers a month ago is incontrovertibly
established. So why is the Guardian and other media still fudging the issue?

ere is yet another exam-

ple of stunningly craven

journalism from the

Guardian, entirely illus-

trative of what is go-
ing on across the British establish-
ment media in its coverage of Israe-
li war crimes in Gaza for the past 18
months.

We are now a month on from Is-
rael executing 15 paramedics and
hiding their bodies in a mass grave.
Since then, video footage has sur-
faced of that atrocity, showing Is-
raeli soldiers firing on a convoy of
emergency vehicles that were clear-
ly marked and with their warning
lights on.

We have had postmortems of the
victims showing they were shot
from close-range in the head and
torso. And we’ve had eye-witness ac-
counts of the Killings.

All of that, of course, is on top of
compelling circumstantial evidence.
Israel sought to destroy the evidence
of its war crime by crushing the
emergency vehicles and then bury-
ing them, along with the bodies of
the 15 crew members, presumably in
the hope that they would decompose
and make it hard to forensically de-
termine exactly what had happened.

The latest evidence to emerge, re-
ported by Israel’s Haaretz newspa-

New details on killing of paramedics in
Gaza appear to contradict IDF’s account

Haaretz report comes as supreme court gives Israeli PM
more time to respond to affidavit from fired Shin Bet chief

WAR CRIME: A month after the massacre of 15 Gaza medics, the Guardian still
suggests that Israel's guilt is “not already an incontrovertible, established fact”

per on April 21, shows that Israeli
soldiers fired continuously for three
and a half minutes on the convoy, de-
spite the emergency vehicles being
clearly marked.

According to details from an in-
ternal investigation by the Israe-
li military leaked to the paper, the
soldiers fired from near-point-blank

range and even while the emer-
gency workers were trying to iden-
tify themselves. (Not surprisingly,
the other parts of the investigation,
those made public, have been a
whitewash, suggesting only “pro-
fessional failures” and “operational
misunderstandings.”)

In other words, this new evidence
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confirms that Israeli soldiers inten-
tionally murdered most of the oc-
cupants of the emergency vehicles
with a prolonged hail of bullets.
Those who survived, the postmor-
tems suggest, were executed with
shots to the head or torso. Then the
evidence was hurriedly buried.

None of this is surprising. We have
known for some time, as repeatedly
reported by the Israeli media, that
the Israeli military has created un-
declared “kill zones,” where any-
thing that moves is shot — even chil-
dren, aid workers and emergency
Crews.

As has also been evident for

most of the past 18 months, Israel
is implementing a policy to destroy
Gaza’s health sector, including its
hospitals and ambulances, and killing
or kidnapping medical staff — on top
of wrecking the rest of the enclave’s
infrastructure. The goal is to force the
Palestinian population out of Gaza,
driving them into the neighbouring
Egyptian territory of Sinai.

Israel is carrying out a genocide to
facilitate its ethnic cleansing plan.

The murder of the 15 paramedics
entirely fits with this picture.

The video evidence has already
proved that Israel's original claim
that the ambulances and fire en-
gines were “advancing suspiciously”
— whatever that is supposed to mean
— was utterly untrue.

Israel’s other implausible claim,
that several of the emergency crew
were really Hamas fighters in dis-
guise, has been thoroughly de-
bunked too. The biographies of
those murdered by Israel show they
have long been emergency workers.
Israel has been relying on this knee-
jerk excuse every time it gets caught
lying about its latest atrocity.

So how on earth is the Guardian
still writing a headline like this:

New details on killing of
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Before Haaretz's
new disclosure

it was already clear
that the Israeli
military's account
was a pack of lies

paramedics in Gaza appear to
contradict IDF’s account

Or writing a first paragraph like
this one:

“New developments have come to
light in the Killing of 15 Palestinian
medics and rescue workers by Israe-
li troops in the Gaza Strip last month,
with evidence reportedly contradict-
ing the Israel Defense Forces’ claim
that soldiers did not fire indiscrimi-
nately at the medical workers.”

The “evidence” cited by the
Guardian is a reference to the Haa-
retz report of Israeli soldiers firing
for three and a half minutes on the
convoy.

The Guardian’s wording false-
ly suggests two things. First, that
the Israeli military’s account of the
killings still has enough credibility
that it needs contradicting. And sec-
ond, that Haaretz’s latest evidence
only “appears to contradict” an ac-
count that has already been so re-
peatedly contradicted that it cannot
be entertained as true on any level
whatsoever.

The Guardian’s phrasing is also
utterly subservient to Israel. The
Israeli military framed its inter-
nal investigation as if its aim was to
determine whether soldiers fired “in-
discriminately” or not — so that it can
then claim to have concluded that
they did not fire indiscriminately.

That presumably means the Israe-
li military wants us to believe its sol-
diers shot at the emergency vehicles
with precision and intention — in
this case, to kill those “Hamas fight-
ers” invented retroactively by the Is-
raeli military to justify its atrocity.

The Guardian buys into this fram-
ing, suggesting that the unpub-
lished part of the investigation found
that the three and a half minutes
of live fire at the vehicles was actu-
ally “indiscriminate” rather than
intentional.

The reality is far worse: it was
both. Israeli soldiers fired indis-
criminately at the vehicles with the
intention of Killing all of the emer-
gency workers inside. The issue of
“discrimination” is meant only to
serve as a red herring.

Before Haaretz’s new disclosure
it was already clear that the Israe-
li military’s account was a pack of
lies. So why is the Guardian not do-
ing its job? Why is it still pretending
amonth on that the Israeli military’s
version has not already been thor-
oughly discredited?

Even a highly cautious headline
from the Guardian ought to read
like this:

New details on killing of
paramedics in Gaza further
discredit IDF’s account

And the text should read:

“New developments have come
to light in the Killing of 15 Pales-
tinian medics and rescue workers
by Israeli troops in the Gaza Strip
last month, with an internal Isra-
el Defense Forces’ investigation re-
portedly finding its soldiers fired a
prolonged hail of bullets from close
range at a clearly marked convoy of
emergency vehicles.”

Any rookie journalist knows
the Guardian is reporting this all
wrong. It keeps giving Israel the
benefit of the doubt, even after the
case against Israel has been proven.
It keeps fudging the story. It keeps
suggesting that Israel’s guilt is not
already an incontrovertible, estab-
lished fact.

If this isn’t clear to you, just imag-
ine how this story would have been
reported were the executed para-
medics Ukrainian and the soldiers
responsible Russian. Not like this,



you can be sure.

Why are a whole team of highly
experienced Guardian journalists
still getting this story so wrong? It
is not because they are incompetent.
They get it wrong because it is their
job to do so: they work for a corpo-
rate media outlet, one that exists
within a corporate news system that
serves a corporate financial system
that is protected by corporate politi-
cal structures.

Or for shorthand, these journal-
ists — whether they understand it
or not — work for the British estab-
lishment, advancing British foreign
policy goals that are subservient to
Washington’s imperial demands for
global full-spectrum dominance.

The role of corporate advertising
is clear. It is there to make us want to
consume, to encourage us to feel that
we need more to be complete, to cul-
tivate an aspiration in us to a materi-
ally “better” way of life. People in the
advertising industry don’t think of

The role of the
corporate media

is to create the
illusion that we are
the masters of

our own thoughts

themselves as monsters. Nonethe-
less, the profession’s goal is to create
an endless demand for resources on
a finite planet. Ultimately, it is to will
the suicide of our species.

The role of the corporate media
is no different. It is there to create
the illusion that we are the masters
of our own thoughts. It is there to
make us think we have reached an
independent understanding of the
world, even though that understand-
ing has been carefully crafted for us
from birth. It is there to cultivate a
worldview in us that aligns precisely
with the privileging of a tiny corpo-

rate elite whose wealth depends on
the relentless pillaging of the planet
for their benefit.

Journalists don’t think of them-
selves as monsters either. Nonethe-
less, they are part of a media ma-
chine whose goal is to lull us into
passivity as our leaders actively col-
lude in the perpetration of a geno-
cide, as our corporations, militar-
ies and intelligence services press
ahead with endless wars for re-
source control, and as the tripwires
of nuclear confrontation grow ever
more numerous and entangled.

No one wants to think of them-
self as a monster. But we keep doing
monstrous things. CcT

Jonathan Cook is the author of
three books on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, and a winner
of the Martha Gellhorn Special
Prize for Journalism. More of

the author’s writing can be

found at www.jonathancook.net.

> WORLDS APART

, == George Galloway

FROM THE INTERNET

&}

The situation in #Gaza has revealed so much. The incredible steadfastness of
the Palestinian people. The venality of the Israeli state. The pitiful banal
impotence of the leaders of 1.5 billion Muslims in the world. The evil of the
Western political class. The absolute disconnect between we the people who
access alternative media and the majority still hooked on "mainstream”
narratives. The treachery of social democracy - Iﬁabour, the Democrats,
Macron, Scholz, the "Greens" etc. The state-purchase by Israel of western
"democracies”. The extent to which international law and the "rules-based
order" are mainly fictional. The inadequacy of the "anti-war" movements in the
west - trapped in a Trotskyite hamster-wheel and self-disabled by sectarian

sickness.
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ART OF THE DEAL: President Donald Trump signs an Executive Order on the Administration’s tariff plans at a “Make America
Wealthy Again” event on April 2, at the White House

> JEFFREY D. SACHS

Trump’s absurd trade
policies will harm the world

Trump's tariffs will fail to close the trade and budget deficits, raise prices,
and make America and the world poorer by squandering the gains from trade

resident Donald Trump is

trashing the world trade

system over a basic eco-

nomic fallacy. He wrong-

ly claims that America’s
trade deficit is caused by the rest of
the world ripping off the US, repeat-
edly stating things such as, “Over
the decades, they ripped us off like
no country has never been ripped
off in history...”

Trump aims to close the trade def-
icit by imposing tariffs, thereby im-
peding imports and restoring trade
balance (or inducing other countries
to end their rip-offs of America). Yet
Trump’s tariffs will not close the
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trade deficit but will instead impov-
erish Americans and harm the rest
of the world.

A country’s trade deficit (or more
precisely, its current account defi-
cit) does not indicate unfair trade
practices by the surplus countries.
It indicates something completely
different. A current account deficit
signifies that the deficit country is
spending more than it is producing.
Equivalently, it is saving less than it
is investing.

America’s trade deficit is a meas-
ure of the profligacy of America’s
corporate ruling class, more specifi-
cally the result of chronically large

budget deficits resulting from tax
cuts for the rich combined with tril-
lions of dollars wasted on useless
wars. The deficits are not the per-
fidy of Canada, Mexico, and other
countries that sell more to the US
than the US sells to them.

To close the trade deficit, the US
should close the budget deficit. Put-
ting on tariffs will raise prices (such
as for automobiles) but not close the
trade or budget deficit, especial-
ly since Trump plans to offset tar-
iff revenues with vastly larger tax
cuts for his rich donors. Moreover,
as Trump raises tariffs, the US will
face counter-tariffs that will direct-
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ly impede US exports. The result
will be lose-lose for the US and the
rest of the world.

Let’s look at the numbers. In 2024,
the US exported $4.8 trillion in
goods and services, and imported
$5.9 trillion of goods and services,
leading to a current account deficit
of $1.1 trillion. That $1.1 trillion defi-
cit is the difference between Ameri-
ca’s total spending in 2024 ($30.1 tril-
lion) and America’s national income
($29.0 trillion). America spends
more than it earns and borrows the
difference from the rest of the world.

Trump blames the rest of the
world for America’s deficit, but
that’s absurd. It is America that is
spending more than it earns.

Consider this. If you are an em-
ployee, you run a current account
surplus with your employer and
a deficit with the companies from
which you buy goods and services.
If you spend exactly what you earn,
you are in current account balance.

Suppose that you go on a shopping
binge, spending more than your
earnings by running up credit-card
debt. You will now be running a cur-
rent account deficit. Are the shops
ripping you off, or is your profligacy
driving you into debt?

Tariffs will not close the trade def-
icit so long as the fiscal irresponsi-
bility of the corporate raiders and
tax evaders that dominate Wash-
ington continues.

Suppose, for example, that
Trump’s tariffs slash the imports of
automobiles and other goods from
abroad. Americans will then buy
US-produced cars and other mer-
chandise that would have been ex-
ported. Imports will fall, but so too
will exports. Moreover, new tariffs
imposed by other countries in re-
sponse to Trump’s tariffs will rein-
force the decline in US exports. The
US trade imbalance will remain.

While the tariffs will not elimi-
nate the trade deficit, they will force
Americans to buy high-priced US-

Trump's Republicans are
reportedly taking aim
at Medicaid - that is,
at the poorest Americans
to make way for another
tax cut for the richest

produced goods that could have ob-
tained at lower cost from foreign
producers.

The tariffs will squander what
economists call the gains from
trade: the ability to buy goods based
on the comparative advantage of do-
mestic and foreign producers.

The tariffs will raise prices for au-
tomobiles and wages of automotive
workers, but those wage hikes will
be paid by lower living standards of
Americans across the economy, not
by a boost of national income. The
real way to support American work-
ers is through federal measures op-
posite to those favoured by Trump,
including universal health cover-
age, support for unionisation, and
budget support for modern infra-
structure, including green energy,
all financed with higher, not lower,
taxes on the wealthiest Americans
and corporate sector.

Tle federal government does not
cover its overall spending with tax
revenues because wealthy campaign
donors promote tax cuts, tax avoid-
ance (through tax havens) and tax
evasion. Remember that DOGE has
gutted the audit capacity of the
IRS. The budget deficit is currently
around $2 trillion dollars, or rough-
ly 6 percent of US national income.
With a chronically high budget gap,
the US trade balance will remain in
chronic deficit.

Trump says that he will cut the
budget deficit by slashing waste and
abuse through DOGE. The problem

is that DOGE mispresents the real
cause of the fiscal profligacy. The
budget deficit is not due to the sal-
aries of civil servants, who are be-
ing wantonly fired, or to the govern-
ment’s R&D spending, on which our
future prosperity depends, but rath-
er to the combination of tax cuts for
the rich, and reckless spending on
America’s perpetual wars, US fund-
ing for Israel’s non-stop wars, Amer-
ica’s 750 overseas military bases, the
bloated CIA and other intelligence
agencies, and interest payments on
the soaring federal debt.

Trump and the Congressional Re-
publicans are reportedly taking aim
at Medicaid — that is, at the poorest
and most vulnerable Americans—to
make way for yet another tax cut for
the richest Americans. They may
soon go after Social Security and
Medicare too.

Trump’s tariffs will fail to close
the trade and budget deficits, raise
prices, and make America and the
world poorer by squandering the
gains from trade. The US will be the
enemy of the world for the harm that
it is causing to itself and the rest of
the world. cT

Jeffrey D. Sachs is a University
Professor and Director of

the Center for Sustainable
Development at Columbia
University, where he directed

The Earth Institute from 2002
until 2016. He is also President of
the UN Sustainable Development
Solutions Network and a
commissioner of the UN Broadband
Commission for Development. He
has been advisor to three United
Nations Secretaries-General,

and currently serves as an SDG
Advocate under Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres. Sachs is the
author, most recently, of “A New
Foreign Policy: Beyond American
Exceptionalism” (2020). This
article was first published at
www.commondreams.org.
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> TREVOR GRUNDY

The woman who fought
UK concentration camps

The voice of a long-silenced whistle-blower is heard again as historians
mark the 165th anniversary of the birth of Emily Hobhouse

ore than a century

after 48,000 people

died in concentration

camps in the Anglo-

Boer War in South
Africa between 1899 and 1902 the
events of that period are back in the
headlines.

During April, a series of educa-
tional talks was held at the child-
hood home in Cornwall of the almost
forgotten humanist and whistle-
blower, Emily Hobhouse, who was
damned as a ‘traitor’ and ‘a hysteri-
cal woman’ after exposing the hor-
rors inside the concentration camps
during the war .

The campaign to make Hobhouse
better known to the British public
was opened by Esabe Brits on April
9.

“Not only did Hobhouse provide
food, clothing and other necessi-
ties, but she compiled a 40-page re-
port, published in June 1901, detail-
ing her observations and findings,”
said Brits.

The report was discussed in both
UK Houses of Parliament and gener-
ated a great deal of negative press
coverage, and infuriated politician
and military leaders responsible for
the atrocities in South Africa.

Said Brits: “Much of her criticism
had a feminist slant, which was also
not appreciated.”

Eventually a Ladies’ Commission
was appointed to investigate the
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WHISTLE-BLOWER: Emily Hobhouse,
eye-witness to British concentration
camps in South Africa

conditions in the camps, but Hob-
house was not invited to take part,
nor was she mentioned in the report.
And she was not recognised for her
courageous and heroic work expos-
ing those responsible for the deaths
of around 48,000 men, women and
children — 28,000 of them white and
20,000 black. Thereafter, she faded
from British history.

Brits spoke about the relevance
of Hobhouse today: “When she was
abused in the press and public, she
did not stand down - she kept on
fighting for human rights. She is an
excellent role model and a true for-

gotten British activist who should
be remembered along with all the
other greats.”

[he concentration camps were

established by the British as part of
their military campaign against two
small Afrikaner republics: the ZAR
(Transvaal) and the Orange Free
State. An earlier report published
by Professor Fransjohan Pretorius,
Emeritus Professor of History at the
University of Pretoria, said the death
figures would have been even higher
had it not been for the fact that Emily
Hobhouse exposed the deplorable
conditions in the camps.

He wrote: “A subsequent report by
the Government’s Ladies Commis-
sion prompted the British Govern-
ment to improve conditions. An-
other factor that reduced the fatal-
ity rate was that Lord Milner, High
Commissioner for South Africa and
Governor of the Cape Colony, took
over administration of the camps
from the military from November
1901.

“After Lord Roberts, chief com-
mander of the British forces, occu-
pied the Free State capital, Bloem-
fontein, on March 13, 1900, he issued
a proclamation inviting the Boers
to lay down their arms and sign an
oath of neutrality. They would then
be free to return to their farms on



VICTIMS: Boer women and children, dressed in their best clothes, pose for a pic-

ture outside a tent that became their home for years during the Anglo-Boer War

the understanding that they would
no longer participate in the war.

“Eventually about 20,000 Boers —
about a third — made use of this of-
fer. They were called the protected
burghers.”

Roberts had banked on this policy
to end the war, but after the British
occupation of Pretoria, the Trans-
vaal capital, on June 5, 1900, there
was no end in sight. In fact, the Bo-
ers had started a guerrilla war,
which included attacks on railway
lines. In reaction, Roberts issued a
proclamation on June 16, 1900, stat-
ing that, for every attack on a rail-
way line the closest homestead
would be burnt down.

lhis was the start of Britain’s

scorched earth policy. When this
didn’t work, Roberts issued another
proclamation in September stating
that all homesteads within a radius of
16 km of any attack would be burned,
and livestock would be killed or tak-
en away and all crops destroyed.
Brofessor Pretorius, one of South

Africa’s best-respected histori-
ans and scholars of the Anglo-Bo-
er Wars, said: “This policy was in-
tensified dramatically when Lord
Kitchener took over from Roberts
as commander in November 1900.
Homesteads and whole towns were
burnt down even if there was no at-
tack on any railway. In this way al-
most all Boer homesteads — about
30,000 in all — were razed to the
ground and thousands of livestock
killed. The two republics were en-
tirely devastated.

“Meanwhile the Boer leaders
were reorganising their comman-
dos after some major setbacks. One
action was to remobilise the Boers
who had laid down their arms.

“Roberts felt he should protect his
oath takers and gather them in refu-
gee camps. The first two were estab-
lished in Bloemfontein and Pretoria
in September 1900.”

But the scorched-earth policy had
led to more and more Boer women
and children being left homeless.
Roberts decided to bring them into
the camps, too. They were called
the ‘undesirables’ - families of

Boers who were still on commando
or already prisoners of war. They
were given fewer rations than oth-
ers in the camps.

These families eventually out-
numbered the protected burghers
and their families by 7 to 3.

Pretorius wrote: “These families
were taken against their will. They
were forcibly put on ox wagons and
open railway trucks and taken to
the camps. The administration of
the camps was appalling. Food was
of a very poor quality, sanitation de-
plorable, tents were overcrowded
and medical assistance shocking.
Little was known at the time about
how to handle epidemics of measles
and typhoid.

“A total of 66 black concentration
camps were set up across the Trans-
vaal and Free State where condi-
tions were just as bad and the death
rates similar. These camps were set
up to get black people off the land so
that the Boers couldn’t get supplies
from them. In addition, forcing black
farmers off their land also enabled
the British to use black men as la-
bourers on gold mines.”

Edward Gibbon told us that histo-
ry is little more than the register of
the crimes, follies and misfortunes
of mankind.

But who knows what builds-up in
the souls of those whose suffering
goes unregistered because those
who dared look on have had their
lips sealed and their courage draped
in chains? We must always remem-
ber Emily Hobhouse and all those
who silently and fearlessly walk in
her footsteps. CcT

Trevor Grundy is the author of
Memoir of a Fascist Childhood,
published by William Heinemann,
London in 1998 and Arrow Books
1n 1999. A slightly revised edition
was published by Routledge in
2023 titled Love, Hate and the
Leader. Grundy’s website is
www.trevorgrundy.news.
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>» TOM ENGELHARDT

President Bankrupt

(and a nation coming
apart at the seams)

| never dreamed the world | grew up in could ever be in the state it is now

rom childhood, I think I

had some eerie sense of

just how bad it could get in

America. After all, in jun-

ior high and high school,
I was riveted by this country’s
Civil War. Among all my toy sol-
diers — cowboys and Indians, Brit-
ish marching troops in red jackets,
and plastic Army-green World War
II soldiers (from my father’s war)
— and those Landmark Books on
American history that I piled up on
my floor to create hills and valleys
where I could play out the cowboy
and Indian ambushes and battles
I had seen at local movie theatres,
my favourites were always the blue
and grey lead soldiers of the Union
and Confederacy, including Com-
manding General Ulysses S. Grant
on a horse. (He’s still in the saddle
on a small shelf beside the comput-
er where, almost 70 years later, I'm
writing this.)

In those days, thanks to my par-
ents, I also subscribed to the histo-
ry magazine American Heritage,
whose editor was Bruce Catton,
while, in my spare time, I feverish-
ly read the Civil War histories for
which he won a Pulitzer Prize. (I
still have my ancient copies of Glory
Road, This Hallowed Ground, and A
Stillness at Appomattox.)

At some point in those youthful
years, my father even drove me to
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Gettysburg to see firsthand the site
of perhaps the most crucial and dev-
astating battle of that war.

I don’t think I ever truly imag-
ined, though, what it might be like
for this country to be at its own
throat again, especially in the ee-
rily strange way it is today. I never
dreamed that the world I grew up
in (despite Senator Joe McCarthy)
could truly ever — yes, ever — begin
to come apart at the seams.

And yet, at this very moment, that
very country, the United States of
America, is at the edge of who real-
ly knows what, but nothing — I can
guarantee you — that our children
or grandchildren would be thrilled
to play out on the floors of their
rooms (or even their video screens).
In truth, how in the world would you
play Donald J. Trump and crew?

rl—:) my surprise, I find that there
are indeed Trump toys and an Elon
Musk bobblehead, and even — can
you believe it? — a Pete Hegseth ac-
tion figure (or am I being conned?).
Still, tell me how, on the floor of your
childhood room, you would sort out
Trumpworld and an America that
appears to be coming apart at the
seams, not in ancient history but
right before our eyes on a planet
where the same distinctly holds true.

I don’t know who the Bruce Cat-
ton of the future will be or what he
or she (or, yes, in the age of Trump,
they) might write, but I do know
that there will be no Bull Run, no
Gettysburg or Appomattox, no glo-
ry on that distinctly unglorious road
to... well, who knows what. Count
on one thing, though: it ain’t going
to be pretty.

No, Donald Trump isn’t Jefferson
Davis (and he certainly isn’t Abra-
ham Lincoln), nor is he even, I sus-
pect, a Benito Mussolini or Adolf
Hitler in the making. He’s distinctly
his own strange and strangely dis-
turbed character.

He’s the man who, until he was
suddenly elevated to the presi-
dency, was known mainly for be-
ing the host of the TV show, The
Apprentice, in which contestants
battled for jobs in his companies
(“You're fired!”), while he pulled in
the dough; for a series of books writ-
ten in his name by others; and, of
course, for overseeing six compa-
nies that, with remarkable consist-
ency, all went bankrupt before he
was elected — yes! — president of the
United States! Elected a second time
no less, even after having been told
“You're fired!” by American voters
in 2020.

Under the circumstances, in the
Trumpworld of this moment, no one
should be surprised if bankruptcy



once again becomes a sub-
ject of interest.

Think of him, in fact,
as President Bankrupt.
Though I have no way of
knowing whether he’ll lit-
erally bankrupt this coun-
try as he and Elon Musk
attempt to take it apart
at the seams (while glob-
ally putting tariffs of all
sorts on a striking variety
of goods and sending the
stock market plunging),
there is indeed something
distinctly bankrupt about
the world he represents.

And in that sense of bankruptcy,
he’s a far less singular figure than
he so often seems. After all, in my
grown-up lifetime, the way was pre-
pared for Donald Trump in a strik-
ing fashion, whether you’re talking
about making war on this planet (in
this century, Afghanistan, Iraq, etc.)
or all too literally making war on
this planet.

We’re talking, of course, about
the man who won the presidency
the second time around on the slo-
gan “drill, baby, drill,” and whose
representatives are now doing their
damnedest to take apart the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, not
to speak of the environment itself.
In the end, loud as he is, however in-
cessantly he babbles on, he may be
overseeing a future “stillness,” if
not at Appomattox, then across this
planet itself.

Like every American president
since George W. Bush invaded Af-
ghanistan in the wake of the 9/11
attacks, President Trump is now en-
gaged in his own war (guaranteed
to end in a fashion no better than
the others of this century), this time
in Yemen. He’s already sworn that
the bombing campaign he recently
launched there (though Joe Biden’s

President Trump is now
engaged in his own war
(quaranteedtoendina
fashion no better than the
others of this century),
this time in Yemen

administration did some of the same)
won’t end anytime soon. As he put
it, “I can only say that the attacks
every day, every night... have been
very successful beyond our wildest
expectations... We’re going to do it
for a long time. We can keep it going
for along time.” A long time, indeed,
before there is ever again a stillness
in Yemen.

And sadly, when it comes to
wars, that’s the least of it for Don-
ald Trump (and the rest of us). Af-
ter all, though it’s seldom thought of
that way, he’s at war with the plan-
et in a fashion that’s no less brutal
than what he’s now doing in Yem-
en. Of course, to put him in a proper
wartime context, humanity is now
essentially engaged in World War
IIT (though no one thinks of it that
way) on this planet, at least as a liv-
able place for us and so many other
species. And in that war, President
Trump is distinctly a warrior first-
class of a devastating sort.

In fact, just imagine for a moment,

on that toy floor in your
brain, how Americans
could twice elect (slim
though those majorities
were) a man whose most
significant “plank” in
the last election was in-
deed the phrase “drill,
baby, drill” and the prom-
ise that he would essen-
tially fight the slightest
attempt to bring this al-
ready desperately over-
heating planet of ours un-
der any sort of control.

He would instead do
his damnedest to dismantle the
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy as a functional workplace, while
“walking away from virtually eve-
ry important climate policy on the
books.” (After all, why would an-
yone want to protect the environ-
ment in which we all live???) He is,
of course, also doing away with any
efforts to deal with climate change,
including almost instantly revers-
ing some of Joe Biden’s relatively
modest attempts to respond to glob-
al warming.

Instead, he’s preparing to go all
out to take the country that already
produces more oil than any other
on Earth (or in history), and also
exports more natural gas than any
other, into a blazing future.

Nothing is too remote for him

to take a hammer to, not when it
comes to the climate. His adminis-
tration has even typically ended “a
flagship foreign aid programme to
support renewable energy projects
and increase electricity access across
Africa” run by the now largely dis-
mantled US Agency for International
Development. And all of what he’s
done so far is only the beginning of
what should be considered his cli-
mate war — which will also be a war
against the rest of us and, above all
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else, against the future.

Despite the progress that has in-
deed been made globally when it
comes to producing clean energy,
the use of greenhouse-gas-produc-
ing fossil fuels remains on the rise
on Planet Earth, even without Don-
ald Trump in the White House. Now,
of course, he’s intent in his own
striking fashion and - the second
time around this is indeed an ap-
propriate word — tradition on bank-
rupting the planet itself as a livable
place for the rest of us.

And yes, he did indeed oversee
those six bankruptcies earlier in his
life, but historically they will prove
to be nothing compared to the bank-
ruptcy he’s likely to oversee in the
next three years and nine months
before he leaves office (if he does),
while saying, “You're fired!” to the
American people and the world. In a
country that distinctly seems to be
coming apart at the seams — if not in
a literal civil war, then in some kind
of civil dissolution — think of him
indeed as President Bankrupt (and
that bankruptcy is going to play out
on Planet Earth in a way that might
once have been unimaginable).

Not surprisingly, Donald Trump
has already spent the first days of
his second term in office, as Robert
Reich put it recently, attempting “to
intimidate lawyers, law firms, uni-
versities, the media, and every other
institution of civil society.” And just
to add one more thing to that list,
he’s doing his best to devastate this
planet.

The Earth is already feeling
the heat. In 2024, the hottest year
on record, according to the UN’s
World Meteorological Organization

The country that was led
by a crew that thought of
themselves as “the best
and the brightest” is led
by one that is perhaps the
worst and the dumbest

(though these days you can say that
of more or less any year, since the
last 10 have been the hottest ever),
there were a record 151 extreme
weather events — heatwaves, floods,
and storms - planet-wide that were
worse than any previously recorded
in whatever regions they hit.

Take that in for a moment and
then think about the fact that Don-
ald Trump won the 2024 election by
what may prove to be the most dev-
astating 1.6 percent of the vote in
history.

Madness, right? Imagine what
those extreme weather figures
might look like three years and nine
months from today, after ever more
record heat. And then try to imag-
ine what books your grandchildren
(or mine) might be reading in their
rooms some years from now: The
Road to Hell? This Damned Earth?
A Stillness at [you fill in the blank,
but be sure to make it loud and
terrifying]?

Think of Donald Trump, then,
not only as President Bankrupt, but
President Decline.

After all, he’s the leader of the
country that, only 30-odd years ago,
after the collapse of the Soviet Un-
ion, was considered the “lone super-
power” on planet Earth and now is
anything but.

In that sense, Donald Trump rep-
resents something that might be
considered old hat in this world of
ours: the decline of empire.

After all, the country that once,
all too long ago, was led by a crew
that liked to think of themselves as
“the best and the brightest” is now
led by a crew that could certainly
qualify as the worst and the dumb-
est, and seems intent on creating
an America that will prove to be a
bankruptcy first class.

Not that there’s anything strik-
ingly new about that in the history
of empires. What’s new, of course, is
that Donald Trump may, in his own
fashion, be overseeing and inten-
sifying a planetary bankruptcy as
well, a kind of decline and fall that
until now hasn’t been part of the hu-
man experience.

Of course, it’s possible that pub-
lic opinion might just be starting
to turn against him and the Re-
publicans. And the civil-war-style
mood might even be toning down
a bit (though I wouldn’t count on
that). Nonetheless, it’s not happen-
ing faintly soon enough to matter on
a planet already heating to the boil-
ing point.

For the foreseeable future, un-
fortunately, we will all be living in
a burn-baby-burn world whose cli-
mate will be set by that expert in
bankruptcies, Donald J. Trump. CT

Tom Engelhardt created and runs
www.tomdispatch.com — where this
article was first published. He is
also a co-founder of the American
Empire Project and the author of
The End of Victory Culture and A
Nation Unmade by War.
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LAST WORDS | CAITLIN JOHNSTONE

How not to suck
as a human being

pposing the Gaza holocaust doesn’t make

you a good person. It’s not something you

do so that you can feel good about your-

self, it’s something you do so you can live
with yourself. Because the alternative is unaccepta-
ble to anyone with even the most elementary build-
ing blocks of a conscience.

I sometimes see people describing opposition to
Israel’s actions in Gaza as ‘virtue signalling, but
there is nothing virtuous about opposing Israel’s
actions in Gaza. ‘Virtue’ is defined as ‘behaviour
which demonstrates high moral standards.” That’s
not what this is. Opposing an
active genocide is just the bare
minimum requirement for not
being a shitty human being. It’s
no more ‘virtuous’ than pulling
a drowning toddler out of your
pool — it’s just what you do if
you aren’t a psychopath.

Those of us who have dedi-
cated our time to opposing the
Gaza genocide are not doing an-
ything special, noble, or exem-
plary. We won’t look back on our
action with pride, we’ll just have
the ability to look back without
shame. When our grandchil-
dren ask what we did about the Gaza holocaust, we
won'’t feel the need to lie or hang our heads. That’s
it.

The fact that those of us who are aggressively op-
posing this genocide make up such a small percent-
age of our society does not say wonderful things
about us — it says terrible things about our society.
How pervasively our hearts and minds have been
poisoned by propaganda and the self-centredness of
capitalism. How warped and twisted our conscienc-
es have been made.

It says dark, dark things about our civilisation
that this nightmare has been allowed to continue.
That our rulers are able to facilitate this relent-
less mass atrocity month after month while still re-

maining in power. That today children will be mur-
dered in the most horrific ways imaginable with the
assistance of the western power structure that we
live under.

Yet so few will stand against this because it’s
unpleasant to think about, or because we’d rather
watch TV, or because we support one of the west-
ern political parties which has helped make this
possible, or because we’re worried what publicly op-
posing Israel might mean for our career prospects
or our social standing.

And all we can do is refuse to participate in that
insanity. Not because we are
righteous, but because we want
to be able to sleep at night. Be-
cause we don’t want to become
the kind of person who can re-
main peripherally aware that
they are witnessing history’s
first live-streamed genocide
without doing everything they
can to try and stop it. Because
we want to be able to look back
and know we did everything we
could.

Before he self-immolated out-
side the Israeli embassy last
year in protest of the Gaza holo-
caust, Aaron Bushnell,an active duty member of
the US Air Force, wrote this on Facebook:

“Many of us like to ask ourselves, ‘What would
I do if I was alive during slavery? Or the Jim Crow
South? Or apartheid? What would I do if my coun-
try was committing genocide?’ The answer is,
you're doing it. Right now.”

Bushnell wasn’t passing judgement on anyone in
particular when he said this. He was just handing
us a mirror. What we see when we look into that
mirror is nobody’s fault but our own. CcT

Caitlin Johnstone is an Australian independent

journalist. This column was first published at
www.caitlinjohnstone.com.au.
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