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INSIGHTS

eldom in recent history has
class war been waged so bla-
tantly. Generally, billionaires
and hectomillionaires em-
ploy concierges to attack the poor
on their behalf. But now, freed from
shame and embarrassment, they no
longer hide their involvement. In the
US, the world’s richest man, Elon
Musk, will lead the federal assault
on the middle and working class-
es: seeking to slash public spending
and the public protections defending
people from predatory capital.

He shares responsibility for the
Department of Government Ef-
ficiency with another billionaire,
Vivek Ramaswamy. They have

GEORGE MONBIOT

Mother
frackers

Trump's presidency is a
reversion to autocratic
tyranny. Only concerted
resistance can stop it from
spreading

been recruiting further billionaires
to oversee cuts across government.
These plutocrats will not be paid.
They will wage their class war pro
bono, out of the goodness of their
hearts.

Musk, with a fortune of more than
$400-billion, has warned: “We have
to reduce spending to live within
our means.” But he doesn’t mean
“we,” he means you. Trump and
Musk want to cut the federal budget
so they can slash taxes for the ultra-
rich. This benighted class needs all
the help it can get. Since 2020, the
wealth of the 12 richest men in the
US has risen by a mere 193 percent.
Collectively, the poor dears now

ColdType | February 2025 | www.coldtype.net 5
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own only $2-trillion.

Musk’s stated aims may be im-
possible to realise. When he took
the role, he claimed he would cut
the $6.75-trillion in federal spend-
ing by $2-trillion, which is actually
more than the entire discretionary
budget. But the intention is clear:

a contraction whose consequenc-
es would be devastating for most
Americans. Trump’s election was
aresponse to the cruel failures of
neoliberalism, but it will also be
their ultimate expression. It was a
response to the corruption of the
political system by private money.
And it will be the system’s ultimate
corruption.

If Musk’s programme succeeds,
we hardly have to imagine its im-
pacts on human life and the living
world, because for the past year a
similar plan has been enacted in
Argentina. There, Javier Milei has
been waging his class war on be-
half of international capital. The re-
sults include a horrifying surge in
poverty; a collapse in the number of
people with health insurance, cou-
pled with critical underfunding of
the public health system; proliferat-
ing hate crimes; a coordinated as-
sault on science and environmen-
tal protection; and a free-for-all for
the foreign corporations hoping to
seize the country’s minerals, land
and labour.

In the US, the motherfrackers will
be released to do as they please.
Trump’s nominated energy secre-
tary, Chris Wright, runs a fracking
services company and claims:
“There is no climate crisis.” Al-
ready, banks and corporations are
gleefully tearing up their environ-
mental commitments.

The massive programme of cuts
and deregulation that Musk and Ra-
maswamy seek extends the sado-

6 ColdType | February 2025 | www.coldtype.net

masochistic politics now ascendant
on both sides of the Atlantic. Dem-
agogues have found that it doesn’t
matter how much their followers
suffer, as long as their designated
enemies are suffering more. If you
can keep ramping up the pain for
scapegoats (primarily immigrants),
voters will thank you for it, regard-
less of their own pain. This is the
great discovery of the conflict en-
trepreneurs, led by Musk himself:
what counts in politics is not how
well people are doing, but how well
they are doing in relation to desig-
nated out-groups.

There are plenty of willing execu-
tioners. One of the convicted ring-
leaders of the Southport riots in
the UK, which were encouraged by
Elon Musk, was described after his
sentencing as “a man so consumed
with hate and violence that he could
find little satisfaction in activities
that did not immediately quench his
desire for harming others.” Maga
fanatics, whipped up by the frenzy
of hatred on X and other pro-Trump
media, might gain nothing from
Trump’s presidency except the sat-
isfaction of inflicting pain. But this
small prize is sufficient to ensure
their absolute loyalty. It will induce
them to commit any atrocity Trump
demands.

Why has the class war been un-
leashed now, not just in the US, but
in much of the rest of the world? Be-
cause the democratising, distribu-
tive effects of two world wars have
worn off. We fondly imagine that
the semi-democratic era (exempli-
fied in rich nations by the years
1945-1975) is the normal state of
politics. But it was highly atypical,
and made possible only by the wars’
erosion of the power of the ruling
classes. The default state of central-
ised societies, to which nations are

now reverting, is oligarchy.

In the 20th-century, we called
this reversion fascism. Fascism pos-
sessed some grotesque and pecu-
liar features of its own. It used new
tools and modes of organisation. But
in key respects it represented a re-
vival of the pre-democratic order: a
world in which absolute power was
vested in kings and emperors and
their courts. We can endlessly de-
bate whether or not Trump and his
acolytes are fascists, as if that some-
how solves the problem. It is more
useful to recognise them as repre-
sentatives of a much longer tradi-
tion, of which fascism was just one
iteration. The emperors are back.

Because Trump and Musk are
such volatile characters, it’s tempt-
ing to imagine that their grip on
power will be chaotic and contin-
gent. But the billionaire class will
move swiftly to consolidate the
oligarchy, and will meet almost no
resistance. US institutions, the es-
tablished media and foreign govern-
ments are completely unprepared.
Despite copious warnings over
many years, they know only how to
appease oligarchic power, not how
to resist it.

I started using the term “antici-
patory compliance” in 2008 to de-
scribe the media’s kowtowing to
undemocratic forces. The man who
coined the phrase, Bruce Dover,
explained to me that “an emper-
or who inspires fear in his follow-
ers need not raise a hand against
them.” Now, wherever in institu-
tional life we might hope to find
resistance, we see obedience. Al-
most everyone instinctively accom-
modates the new dispensation.

In nations that have not yet ful-
ly succumbed to oligarchy we need
to recognise, and recognise fast,
that democratic politics do not
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emerge spontaneously. Our systems
achieve a quasi-democratic char-
acter only with an active citizenry,
whose engagement is largely de-
fined by protest, and an independ-
ent media. But, at the direct be-
hest of capital, governments are
criminalising peaceful protest,
while many independent media,
such as the BBC, shut out dissent-
ing voices.

If governments like the UK’s are

to invest in their own survival, they
must free their citizens to rebuild
democracy, and we must seize eve-
ry opportunity to do so. There is

no demilitarised zone in this class
war. We must all decide where we
stand. CT

George Monbiot is a columnist for
the Guardian, where this article
was first published. His website is
www.monbiot.com.

Volkswagen Nils electric car concept at the Frankfurt Motor Show in 2011

> AGNIESZKA STEFANIEC & KEYVAN HOSSEINI

How smaller, electrical cars
can help green transition

orway is set to make his-
tory by becoming the first
nation to sell only zero
emission (electric- or hy-
drogen-powered) vehicles by the
end of 2025. While this doesn’t
mean that fossil fuel-powered cars
already on the road will sudden-
ly disappear there, it marks a de-
cisive shift towards their eventual

obsolescence.

Imagine a world where petrol and
diesel vehicles are no longer an op-
tion — a bold step towards a greener
future. Norway is strikingly close to
this goal.

If it succeeds, this will redefine
what’s possible in the green tran-
sition. Consider this: in 2024, fully
electric cars accounted for a stag-

gering 88.9 percent of all new ve-
hicle sales in Norway. Every year,
this number draws nearer to the
elusive 100 percent target (the zero
emission category includes a small
fraction of hydrogen-powered vehi-
cles, most are electric).

Could Norway reach 100 percent
by this year’s end? It’s a gripping
challenge — but there is a barrier
that it needs to address to achieve
this. Among Norway’s top ten zero
emission cars sold last year, there
are no small non-SUV vehicles. Can
Norway, and other countries, reach
their targets selling only large
cars?

Our recent research shows that
affordability is a tool to get every-
one on board. When lower-income
households face affordability bar-
riers, it’s not just their problem —
it’s the missing link to achieving
100 percent. Smaller, more afford-
able electric cars could be the game
changer needed to bridge this gap.

For every 100 cars sold in Norway,
nearly 90 are electric. In Denmark,
the runner-up in this global rank-
ing, it’s just over 50. Elsewhere,
few countries have reached or are
even approaching a one-third mar-
ket share for electric vehicles (EVs).
Most of these are in Europe, with
China also nearing that bench-
mark. The UK sits at just 19.6 per-
cent, falling short of the top ten.

Why is Norway so far ahead? A
mix of policies, cultural attitudes
and the sheer availability of EVs
play a role. But one factor stands
out: subsidies. Generous, compre-
hensive subsidies are driving this
change.

In Norway, buying an electric car
isn’t just a green choice — it’s an af-
fordable one. Subsidies and incen-
tives bring electric car prices in line
with, or below, those of petrol and
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diesel cars. Substantial exemptions
from purchase tax and VAT, along
with other perks, make electric car
ownership remarkably appealing.
And it’s financed not only through
taxes but by Norway’s oil and gas
revenue. Even with some limits on
luxury models, the support remains
unmatched.

But what about the UK? With
the purchase grant — a govern-
ment scheme that helped reduce
the cost of buying an electric car
— scrapped, the remaining mod-
est subsidies pale in comparison
to Norway’s all-encompassing sup-
port. If there’s one takeaway from
Norway’s success, it’s that half-
measures won’t cut it.

The challenge lies in address-

ing the affordability gap. Subsidies
don’t always reach those who need
them most. In Ireland, our research
reveals a troubling trend. Grants

often end up in the hands of wealth-

ier households — those who could
afford an electric car without help.
Meanwhile, lower-income house-
holds, the ones who would ben-
efit most, are left behind. The re-
sult? People buy the vehicles they
can afford, which are often fossil
fuel-powered.

The consequences are hard to
ignore. In cities like London, low-
emission zones penalise drivers of
polluting vehicles. If you can’t af-
ford an EV, you're stuck paying
more to drive or park in city cen-
tres. It’s a vicious cycle that dispro-

>»GAZA’S BERLIN WALL MOMENT FROM THE INTERNET

JANUARY 25 - Home at last! Thousands of Palestinians returned to Nort

A
h-

AL

ern Gaza after the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. At the same time,
President Donald Trump was talking about the illegal ‘resettlement’ of dis-
placed Palestinians in Jordan and Egypt to allow new Israeli development.
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portionately affects those with few-
er resources.

This isn’t just about fairness. It’s
about meeting climate targets. Take
Ireland, for example. To achieve its
emissions goals, the country needs
a significant increase in electric car
adoption. Falling short means pen-
alties for the country and missed
opportunities to reduce emissions.
Relying on households to shoulder
the burden of the green transition is
neither fair nor effective.

The UK faces similar challenges.
Slow adoption rates suggest cost is
a barrier. The lack of strong lead-
ership and a roadmap to 2035 only
adds to the problem. It becomes
clear that more targeted support is
needed.

Smaller, more affordable vehicles
could play a crucial role in meeting
climate targets. Even in a wealthy
country like Ireland, 77 percent of
households cannot afford medium-
sized electric cars, while 38 percent
cannot afford smaller EVs when fac-
toring in car loans. Without price
cuts or higher subsidies, larger EVs
will stay out of reach and fail to
drive the transition forward.

So do we even need big, luxury
EVs? The trend towards larger ve-
hicles, particularly SUVs, isn’t new
— but it’s growing rapidly. In Eu-
rope, sales of electric SUVs have
jumped from one-tenth to half of all
EVs sold in just five years.

Larger cars are more expensive,
more resource-intensive, and more
wasteful. Smaller vehicles, by con-
trast, are lighter, require fewer
materials and emit fewer harmful
particles from tyre and road wear.
They’re also safer for pedestrians
and cyclists.

Smaller vehicles play a crucial
role in clean and inclusive mobility.
Achieving climate goals hinges on
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their adoption. Without them, meet-
ing emissions targets — at least in
Ireland — becomes far less likely.
And if electric vehicles fail to deliv-
er significant emissions reductions,
their entire purpose in the transi-
tion to a greener future comes into
question.

Smaller vehicles aren’t just prac-
tical; they are essential for mean-
ingful progress. But electric cars
— even the smaller ones — remain
burdened by the cost pressures of
private car ownership.

Ultimately, though, we also need

fewer cars on our roads. A success-
ful green transition must involve
more car share schemes, improved
access to public transport, and ac-
tive travel such as walking and cy-
cling. CT

Agnieszka Stefaniec is Lecturer

in Management Science at the
University of Southampton and
Keyvan Hosseini is Enterprise
Fellow, Sustainable Mobility at the
University of Southampton.

This article was first published at
www.theconversation.com.

> BILL ASTORE

Land of pre-emptive pardons
and pre-emptive war

woke on the morning of January

20 to the news that President

Joe Biden had issued pre-emp-

tive pardons for Dr. Anthony
Fauci, retired General Mark Mil-
ley, and members of the January 6th
Congressional committee. These
pardons are intended to shield them
from persecution and prosecution
by President Donald Trump.

Pre-emptive pardons? I'm not a le-
gal eagle, but are these in any sense
Constitutional?

More and more, US presidents
are assuming the powers of popes
and kings. A pre-emptive pardon
is a form of absolution in advance,
or perhaps a type of indulgence to
spring one from the purgatory (or
inferno?) of Trump’s wrath. Or per-
haps a pre-emptive pardon is akin
to the royal touch: the old belief that
monarchs, as God’s representative

here on earth, could touch their sub-
jects and heal them.

America used to have an idea and
ideal of the president as first citizen,

as a public servant accountable to
the people through our elected rep-
resentatives in Congress as well as
the courts. Now, it’s the “unitary
executive,” the president as com-
mander in chief of us all (not just
the military), as supreme leader. It
doesn’t bode well as Trump takes
the reins today, does it? Expect to
be ridden hard, America.

Partisan Democrats may be
cheering Biden’s preemptive par-
dons, but how about in four years
when a lame duck President Trump
issues his share of “get out of jail,
free” pre-emptive pardons?

This idea of “pre-emption” recalls
Vice President Dick Cheney and his
idea of pre-emptive war. Basically,
it went like this: If there’s a 1 per-
cent chance a country might attack
the United States, that’s all the jus-
tification a man like Cheney would
need to launch a war (and without a
Congressional authorisation of the
same, mind you). Again, it grants to
presidents (and vice presidents like
Cheney) the power of monarchs,
which isn’t exactly what the Found-
ers of America had in mind when
they set up our government.

Pre-emptive pardons, pre-emp-
tive war: What next? Pre-emptive
censorship? (I know: we already
have that.) Pre-emptive arrest and
incarceration, as in the movie
Minority Report? We think you
may commit this act, this crime,
this sin, so we must “pre-empt” it,
and it’s all your fault for making us
do this.

Something is rotten in the state of
America. CT

Bill Astore is a retired lieutenant
colonel (USAF). He taught history
for fifteen years at military and
civilian schools. He writes at
www.bracingviews.com.
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>»SAM PIZZIGATI

Joe Biden was right
about America’s oligarchs

ver three score years ago,
President Dwight Eisen-
hower had a warning for
America.

“We must guard against the ac-
quisition of unwarranted influence,
whether sought or unsought, by the
military-industrial complex,” Eisen-
hower exhorted in his 1961 farewell
address as president. “The pot-
ential for the disastrous rise
of misplaced power exists
and will persist.”

“We must never let the
weight of this combination,”
Ike continued, “endanger
our liberties or democratic
processes.”

Eisenhower’s warning
would, sadly, go almost
totally unheeded. In the
years since Ike’s farewell,
the “military-industri-
al complex” he so feared
has morphed into an even
more worrisome concen-
tration of wealth and power.

In his own farewell address, Pres-

ident Joe Biden gave that concen-
tration a grim label.

An “oligarchy” of “extreme
wealth, power, and influence,”

Biden intoned, now “literally threat-

ens our entire democracy, our basic
rights and freedoms, and a fair shot
for everyone to get ahead.”

We now face, Biden added, a “dan-

gerous concentration of power in
the hands of very few ultra-wealthy
people,” a top-heavy distribution of
our nation’s treasure that’s erod-

ing our “unity and common pur-
pose” and fomenting “distrust and
division.”

The end result? We stand today
unable to adequately confront the
challenges that face us.

America’s oligarchs, Biden ex-
plained, are wielding “their un-
checked influence to eliminate the
steps we’ve taken to tackle the

climate crisis.” By resisting safe-
guards over artificial intelligence

— “the most consequential technolo-

gy of our time” — they’re also open-
ing the door to “new threats to our
rights, our way of life, to our priva-
cy, how we work, and how we pro-
tect our nation.”

Perhaps most ominously of all,
these oligarchs are burying Ameri-
cans “under an avalanche of misin-
formation and disinformation.”

”Participating in our democracy,
the departing president lamented,
has become “exhausting and even

)
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disillusioning” for average Ameri-
cans. They no longer “feel like they
have a fair shot.”

But Biden also stressed that av-
erage Americans can, by working
together, shear our new oligarchy
— and its “tech-industrial complex”
core — down to democratic size. We
can get the “dark money” of billion-
aires out of our politics. We can ban
members of Congress from making
stock trades while they’re legislat-
ing. We can tax the richest among
us and make sure they’re paying
their fair tax share.

In the days right after Biden’s
farewell address, progressives
would add more specifics to Biden’s
list of antidotes to oligarchy.

We could and should, as

former US labour secretary
Robert Reich pointed out,
either bust up giant, billion-
aire-owned tech media plat-
forms like X and Facebook
or start treating these
platforms as public

utilities.

We could even ban our
wealthiest from owning criti-
cal media properties.

But realising any of these
reforms won’t be easy. Our
wealthiest have never enjoyed

a greater direct presence at
our government’s highest levels.

Nothing symbolised the reality of
this oligarchic power than the in-
auguration of Donald Trump. The
inaugural ceremony had America’s
three richest men — Elon Musk,
Jeff Bezos, and Mark Zuckerberg —
seated prominently in attendance
as Trump addressed the nation and
began his second term.

“Everybody,” a satisfied presi-
dent-elect Trump mused last month
at a Mar-a-Lago news conference,
“wants to be my friend.”
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Well, no, not everybody. Just eve-
rybody with a grand fortune that
our new president — and his Repub-
lican controlled Congress
— can zealously safeguard and
STowW.

So what can the rest of us do?
With Trumpism locked in federally,
we can challenge our oligarchs at
the state and local level.

Last month, for instance, the gov-
ernor of the state of Maryland pro-
posed a series of tax changes that
would raise the combined state and
local income tax rate on most Mary-
landers making over $1 million a
year to 10.7 percent. But Maryland,
one of the nation’s richest states,

could do better. Rich Californians
are already paying taxes at a 12 per-
cent rate.

But that sort of better, in Mary-
land or any other state, won’t hap-
pen unless average Americans or-
ganise — and confront our oligarchs
at every opportunity. CT

Sam Pizzigati, an Institute for
Policy Studies associate fellow,
co-edits Inequality.org. His latest
books include The Case for a
Maximum Wage and The Rich
Don’t Always Win: The Forgotten
Triumph over Plutocracy that
Created the American Middle
Class, 1900-1970.

> FARRAH HASSEN

The winds of change
are driving LA’ fires

fyou grew up in Southern Cali-
fornia, you don’t need a weather
person to know which way the
Santa Ana winds blow.

These dry winds originate in the
Great Basin and sweep down the
mountains toward the Southern
California coast. They lower the hu-
midity and raise the temperature,
creating critical fire weather con-
ditions. “The wind shows us how
close to the edge we are,” Joan Did-
ion once observed in her essay “Los
Angeles Notebook.”

The Santa Anas typically occur
during the fall. But more and more
often, they’re happening this time
of year. In tandem, the changing cli-
mate is making Southern California
drier.

This January, ferocious gusts up
t0 100 miles per hour overlapped
with a months-long drought to cre-
ate the conditions for the apocalyp-
tic infernos now devastating Great-
er Los Angeles. The Eaton and
Palisades fires — among the most
destructive in California history —
have together consumed over 37,000
acres. Losses could top $10- billion,
according to AccuWeather.

Seeing the Eaton fire’s menacing
flames from my family’s San Gabri-
el Valley home, driving past thick
smoke and fallen palm fronds on
the freeway, and receiving a mis-
taken evacuation alert showed me
what “close to the edge” can look
like. While we’ve been spared for
now, many others have lost their

homes, livelihoods, and a part of
their families’ history.

The fires have forced tens of thou-
sands to evacuate their homes, de-
stroyed over 12,300 structures, and
killed at least 25 people. Some vic-
tims died while trying to protect
their homes, like Victor Shaw, 66,
found outside his Altadena house
clutching a garden hose.

The fires have ravaged lower-in-
come communities, historic Black
neighbourhoods in Altadena, and
cultural landmarks like actor Will
Rogers’ historic ranch house in the
Pacific Palisades. Mass displace-
ment is exacerbating the housing
crisis in Los Angeles County, where
roughly 75,000 unhoused people
are now directly exposed to toxic
smoke. Wildlife and pets haven’t
been spared either.

The climate emergency has wors-
ened this destruction. As the fires
burned, scientists confirmed that
2024 was the world’s warmest year
on record. Dramatic swings be-
tween intensely wet and dry weath-
er— described by climate scientist
Daniel Swain as “hydroclimate
whiplash”— are increasing world-
wide, resulting in more dangerous
floods along with droughts that am-
plify wildfire risks.

Average global temperatures
have now exceeded the Paris
Agreement threshold of 1.5 de-
grees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahren-
heit) above pre-industrial levels.

To avoid further catastrophe, fossil
fuel emissions must be slashed by
43 percent by 2030 and reach “net
zero” by 2050, according to the UN.

Disturbingly, President Trump,

a climate change denier, intends to
gut even the inadequate measures
that the US has already taken. He’s
widely expected to withdraw our
nation- the biggest historical emit-
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ter of carbon dioxide — from the Par-
is Agreement, as he did during his
first administration, and he’s said he
intends to cancel President Biden’s
historic investments in green jobs.

The result of these actions will be
more heat and extreme weather.

Communities across the South-
east are still reeling from Hurri-
canes Helene and Milton in Septem-
ber and October, which killed over
250 people and caused over $100
billion in damages. Warmer ocean
temperatures are supercharging
these and other storms.

Measures like controlled burns,
increased funding for fire depart-
ments, and more thoughtful resi-
dential planning in wildfire-prone
areas can help California, but it will
take more to slash emissions and
address the climate emergency.

Fossil fuel companies should be
held accountable as well. The state
of California is currently suing
them for deceiving the public for
decades about their products’ cen-
tral role in the climate crisis and de-
manding that they pay for billions
of dollars in damages. These latest
fires should be added to the list.

Amid Angelenos banding to-
gether and vowing to rebuild what
they’ve lost, the fires are yet an-
other tragic reminder of how peo-
ple and our planet pay the ultimate
price for climate inaction. CT

Farrah Hassen is a writer, policy
analyst, and adjunct professor
in the Department of Political
Science at Cal Poly, Pomona.
This article wasdistributed by
www.otherwords.org.

> CAITLIN JOHNSTONE

Jordan and Egypt snub
ethnic cleansing plans

oth Jordan and Egypt have

put out statements reject-

ing President Trump’s pro-

posal to “clean out” Gaza
and move its population to those
nations.

“Our principles are clear, and
Jordan’s steadfast position to up-
hold the Palestinians’ presence on
their land remains unchanged and
will never change,” Jordan’s for-
eign minister Ayman Safadi told
the press on January 26.

Similarly, the Egyptian Foreign
Ministry affirmed “Egypt’s con-
tinued support for the resilience of
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HOME AGAIN: Ali Abunimah
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the Palestinian people on their land
and their commitment to their le-
gitimate rights in their homeland,
in accordance with international
law and international humanitar-
ian law.”

It remains to be seen if the Trump
administration will find a way to
bribe or coerce either or both na-
tions to comply with Trump’s ethnic
cleansing agenda, but the fact that
they aren’t already on board means
the empire still needs to jump
through some significant hoops be-
fore this could happen.

Electronic Intifada’s Ali Abunimah
is free after days of imprisonment
by Swiss authorities for expressing
wrongthink about Israel.

When these things happen, it’s
important to ensure that we make
it cost them more than it benefits
them. Make sure it damages
Zionist PR interests more than it
protects those PR interests from
damage. Use their iron-fisted
authoritarian crackdowns to help
show the world how much tyranny
and abuse is necessary to uphold
a status quo which has no basis in
fact or morality.

If Israel and its western backers
were standing on the side of truth
and justice, they wouldn’t be perse-
cuting journalists for sharing incon-
venient ideas and information. Every
time they do so it should be brightly
spotlighted and loudly amplified, to
draw attention to the very tyranni-
cal power structure whose public
image they are trying to protect.

Any time they forcefully silence
efforts to draw attention to their
tyranny, make sure it draws more
attention to their tyranny. Any time
they assault freedoms of assem-
bly and the press to gain a yard,
make sure it costs them ten. By do-
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ing this, at the very least we help
change the cost-to-benefit analy-

sis of our rulers when calculating
whether such authoritarian meas-
ures are worthwhile, and at the
most we harness their force and use
it directly against them to weaken
them in ways we never could
without their help.

If you’ve been ignoring or defending
Biden’s genocidal criminality these
last 15 months, then I don’t really
care what you have to say about
Trump or Musk or any of their co-
horts. Your criticisms might be 100
percent accurate, but they’re not
coming from a place of truth.

If you moved seamlessly from ag-
gressively attacking Biden’s abuses
to aggressively attacking Trump’s,
then you have my attention, be-
cause I know your criticisms are
coming from actual principles and
not blind opposition to an opposing
political faction. You are standing
against tyranny instead of standing
with one of America’s two tyranni-
cal parties.

It should disturb us that there is
no difference in worldview between
the political class and the media
class. Ever think about how weird
and freakish that is? Western pun-
dits and reporters all have the same
models for looking at the world as
western politicians and government
officials. They break down ideologi-
cally along the same narrow “pro-
gressive-ish versus conservative-
ish” spectrum of debate; they all
agree on who the Good Guys and
Bad Guys are on the world stage;
they subscribe to the same perspec-
tives on how electoral politics work,
how their government works, how
the economy works and how pow-
er works. They don’t agree on eve-
ry issue, but they all share the ex-

act same conceptual frameworks
for understanding the world which
form the basis of their agreements
and disagreements.

This is one of the things that
makes western propaganda so
effective: the fact that there is no
discrepancy between the way our
governments describe the way the
world works and the way the most
prominent journalists, analysts
and pundits do. They never make
any mention of the fact that we're
all being psychologically ham-
mered with mass-scale propaganda
every day to manipulate the way
we think, speak, vote and work.
They ignore the fact that our elec-
tions are fake and everything we
were taught in school about our

government is a lie. They deny the
self-evident reality that the US-cen-
tralised empire is by far the most
murderous and tyrannical force on
this planet and is the source of most
of the world’s problems. They pre-
tend capitalism is working fine and
we will figure out how to consume
our way out of our soaring injustic-
es and looming ecological collapse
any minute now. They all redact
from their worldview the inconven-
ient truth that we are ruled by so-
ciopathic plutocrats who are driv-
ing us to our doom. CT

Caitlin Johnstone is an Australian
independent journalist. This
column was first published at
www.caitlinjohnstone.com.au.
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When Israeli warplanes

rain death on Gaza,

the co-pilot is Uncle Sam

Were it just about any other country than Israel committing such a genocide,
Washington would have cut off arms shipments months ago

n recent weeks, political sooth-

sayers have speculated about a

wide variety of odious new poli-

cies the incoming Trump admin-

istration and its allies in Con-
gress may or may not pursue. No one
can predict with certainty which of
those measures they will inflict on us
and which they’ll forget. But we can
make one prediction with utter confi-
dence. The White House and large bi-
partisan majorities in Congress will
continue their lavish support for Is-
rael’s war on Gaza, however cata-
strophic the results.

Washington has supplied a large
share of the armaments that have
allowed the Israeli Defense Forces
(IDF) to rain death and destruction
on Gaza (not to speak of Lebanon)
over the past year and a quarter. Be-
fore October 7, 2023, when Hamas
and other groups attacked southern
Israel, that country was receiving
$3.8-billion worth of American mil-
itary aid annually. Since then, the
floodgates have opened and $18-bil-
lion worth of arms have flowed out.
The ghastly results have shocked
people and governments across the
globe.

In early 2024, the United Nations
General Assembly and Internation-
al Court of Justice condemned the

war being waged on the people of
Gaza and, in November, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court issued arrest
warrants for Prime Minister Ben
jamin Netanyahu and Defense Min-
ister Yoav Gallant for war crimes
and crimes against humanity. Am-
nesty International, Human Rights
Watch, the European Center for
Constitu-
tional and
Human Rights,
and Meédecins
Sans Frontieres
all followed with de-
terminations that Isra-
el was indeed committing
genocide.

This country’s laws and regula-
tions prohibit aid to military forces
deliberately killing or wounding ci-
vilians or committing other grave
human rights abuses. No matter, the
US-to-Israel weapons pipeline has
kept right on flowing, completely
unchecked. A cornucopia of military
funds and hardware for Israel in the
early months of the war came from
just two nations: 69 percent from the
United States and 30 percent from
Germany.

Were it just about any other coun-
try than Israel committing such a
genocide, Washington would have
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cut off arms shipments months ago.
But US leaders have long carved
out gaping exceptions for Israel.
Those policies have contributed
mightily to the lethality of the on-
slaught, which has so far killed at
least 52,000 Palestinians, 46,000 of
whom are believed to have been ci-
vilians. And of those civilian dead,
five of every six are
also believed
to have

been
women
or children.
Israeli air strikes
and other kinds of bom-
bardment have also de-
stroyed or severely damaged
almost half a million housing units, ;
more than 500 schools, just about Lt"
every hospital in Gaza, and large

parts of that region’s food and wa-

ter systems — all with dire conse-

quences for health and life.



eIpadiIp) / BWQ UBWEREN

A

Palestinians inspect damage following an Israeli air strike on the El-Remal area

in Gaza City. Below: Israeli Air Force F-35I Adir stealth multi-role fighter jet

From October 2023 through Oc-
tober 2024, reports Brett Murphy at
ProPublica, 50,000 tons (yes, tons!)
of US war matériel were shipped to
Israel. A partial list of the munitions
included in those shipments has
been compiled by the Costs of War
Project. The list (which, the pro-
ject stresses, is far from complete)
includes 2,600 250-pound bombs,
8,700 500-pound bombs, and a trove
of 16,000 behemoths, each weigh-
ing in at 2,000 pounds. In January
2024, Washington also added to Is-
rael’s inventory of US-made
F-15 and F-35 fighter jets.

Naturally, we taxpayers footed the
bill.

As Abigail Hauslohner and Mi-
chael Birnbaum of the Washing-
ton Post noted in late October, “The
pace and volume of weaponry have
meant that US munitions make up
a substantial portion of Israel’s ar-
senal, with an American-made fleet
of warplanes to deliver the heaviest
bombs to their targets.” When con-
fronted with solid evidence that Is-
rael has been using US military aid
to commit genocide, National Secu-
rity Adviser Jake Sullivan told re-
porters, “We do not have enough
information to reach definitive con-

clusions about particular incidents
or to make legal determinations.”

Really? How much information
would be enough then? Isn't it suf-
ficient to see Israeli forces repeat-
edly target clinics, homes, hospi-
tals, mosques, and schools with
massive, precision-guided bombs?
Isn’t it enough when the IDF targets
the very “safe zones” in which they
have commanded civilians to take
shelter, or when they repeatedly
bomb and strafe places where peo-
ple have gathered around aid trucks
to try to obtain some small portion
of the trickle of food that the Israe-
li government led by Netanyahu has
decided to allow into Gaza?

If the US State Department’s an-
alysts really were having trou-
ble making “definitive conclusions
about particular incidents,” then
Stephan Semler was ready to lend
a hand with a report at the Quincy
Institute for Responsible Statecraft
entitled “20 Times Israel Used US
Arms in Likely War Crimes.”

Worse yet, his list, he points out,
represents only “a small fraction
of potential war crimes committed
with US-provided weapons,” and all
20 of the attacks he focuses on oc-
curred at locations where no armed
resistance forces seemed to be pre-
sent. Here are a few incidents from
the list:

— When warplanes bombed a busy
market in northern Gaza’s Jabalya
refugee camp, killing 69 people in
October 2023, UN investigators de-
termined that US-made 2,000-pound
GBU-31 air-dropped munitions
had been used.

— A couple of weeks
later, the UN found
that “several” GBU-
31s were responsible for
flattening a built-up area of
more than 60,000 square
feet within Gaza City,
killing 91 peo-
ple, 39 of them
children.
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— A weapon dropped on a residen-
tial building last January, Kkilling
18 (including 10 children), left be-
hind a fragment identifying it as a
250-pound Boeing GBU-39.

— An airstrike on a tent camp for
displaced people in Rafah in May,
killing 46 people, left behind a GBU-
39 tailfin made in Colorado.

— The next month, a bomb-navigat-
ing device manufactured by Hon-
eywell was found in the rubble of a
UN-run school where 40 people, in-
cluding 23 women and children, had
been killed.

— In July, more than 90 people were
slaughtered in a bombing of the Al-
Mawasi refugee camp, an Israeli ar-
my-designated “safe zone” near the
southwest corner of Gaza.

— A tailfin found on the scene came
from a US-built JDAM guidance sys-
tem that’s commonly used on 1,000-
or 2,000-pound bombs.

— Also in July, fragments of the mo-
tor and guidance system of a Lock-
heed-Martin Hellfire missile fired
from a US-made Apache helicop-
ter were found in the remains of a
UN-run school where refugees were
sheltering. Twenty-two had been
killed in the attack.

— In December, a group of Pales-
tinians and Palestinian-Americans
filed a lawsuit in federal court ac-
cusing the State Department of vi-
olating a 1997 act of Congress that
prohibits arms transfers to any gov-
ernment that commits gross human
rights violations.

As the Guardian reported, a

large number of countries “have
privately been sanctioned and faced
consequences for committing hu-
man rights violations” under the act,
which is known as the “Leahy law”
after its original sponsor, former Sen-
ator Patrick Leahy of Vermont. But
since 2020, a special committee, the
Israel Leahy Vetting Forum (ILVF),

International bodies
have accused Israel
of using not only
bombardment but
also direct starvation
as a weapon

has decided whether payments or
shipments destined for Israel should
be permitted.

According to the Guardian, Israel
has “benefitted from extraordinary
policies inside the ILVF,” under
which arms transfers get a green
light no matter how egregiously Is-
raeli occupation forces may have vi-
olated human rights. In the words
of a former official, “Nobody said it,
but everyone knew the rules were
different for Israel.”

According to the Post’s Abigail
Hauslohner and Michael Birnbaum,
the process of determining whether
Israel is using US-supplied weapons
to commit war crimes “has become
functionally irrelevant, with more
senior leaders at the State Depart-
ment broadly dismissive of non-Is-
raeli sources and unwilling to sign
off on action plans” for disallowing
aid.

A mid-level department official,
once stationed in Jerusalem, told
Post reporters that senior officials
“often dismissed the credibility of
Palestinian sources, eyewitness ac-
counts, nongovernmental organi-
zations... and even the United Na-
tions.” So, the arms have continued
flowing, with no letup in sight.

In January 2024, Jack Lew, the
Biden administration’s ambassador
to Israel, sent a cable to top State
Department officials urging that
they approve the IDF’s request for
thousands of GBU-39 bombs. Lew
noted that those weapons were
more precise and had a smaller
blast radius than the 2,000-pound
“dumb bombs” Israel had been drop-
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ping in the war’s early months. Fur-
thermore, he claimed, their air force
had a “decades-long proven track
record” of avoiding civilian deaths
when using the GBU-39.

That was, unfortunately, pure
eyewash. At the time of the cable,
Amnesty International had already
shown that the Israeli Defense For-
ces were Killing civilians with GBU-
39s. The State Department never-
theless accepted Lew’s claims and
approved the sale, paving the way
for even more missiles and bombs to
rain down on Palestinians.

In reporting on the Lew cable,
ProPublica’s Brett Murphy wrote,
“While the US hoped that the small-
er bombs would prevent unneces-
sary deaths, experts in the laws of
war say the size of the bomb doesn’t
matter if it kills more civilians than
the military target justifies.” That
principle implies that when there is
no military target, an attack causing
even one civilian casualty should be
charged as a war crime.

During 2024, with its unrelent-
ing bombardment of Gaza and then
Lebanon, too, Israel chewed rapid-
ly through its munition stocks. The
Biden administration came to the
rescue in late November by approv-
ing $680-million in additional muni-
tions deliveries to Israel — and that
was just the appetiser.

Last month, ignoring Israel’s 15
months of brutal attacks on Gaza’s
population, the administration no-
tified Congress of plans to provide
$8-billion worth of additional arms,
including Hellfire missiles, long-
range 155-millimeter  artillery
shells, 500-pound bombs, and much
more.International bodies have ac-
cused Israel of using not only bom-
bardment but also direct starvation
as a weapon, which would qualify as
yet another kind of war crime.

In early 2024, responding to pres-
sure from advocacy groups, Joe
Biden signed a national security
memo designated NSM-20. It re-



quired the State Department to halt
the provision of armaments to any
country arbitrarily restricting the
delivery of food, medical supplies, or
other humanitarian aid to the civil-
ian population of an area where that
country is using those armaments.
But the memo has made virtually no
difference.

In April, the two top federal au-
thorities on humanitarian aid — the
US Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) and the State De-
partment’s refugee bureau - sub-
mitted reports showing that Israel
had indeed deliberately blocked food
and medical shipments into Gaza.
Under NSM-20, such actions should
have triggered a cutoff of arms ship-
ments to the offending country.

But when the reports touched off a
surge of outrage among the depart-
ment’s rank and file and demands
for an arms embargo, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and other top
brass steamrolled all objections and
approved continued shipments, ac-
cording to Brett Murphy.

Another dimension of Israel’s

war-by-starvation has been illustrat-
ed and quantified in a spatial analysis
published by the British-based group
Forensic Architecture. See, for ex-
ample, the maps and text on pages
252-258 of their report
— https://content.forensic-
architecture.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/10/FA_A-Spatial-
Analysis-of-the-Israeli-militarys-
conduct-in-Gaza-since-October-2023.pdf
— which reveal in stark detail the
extent to which Israeli forces have
ravaged agricultural lands in Gaza.
Alongside bombing, shelling, and
tank traffic, bulldozers have played
an outsized role in the near-oblite-
ration of that area’s food production
capacity. The model D-9 bulldozers
that are used to demolish Gaza’s
buildings and lay waste to her farm-

For the people of Gaza
and their American
supporters, 2025 could
turn out to be even
more horrifying than the
ghastly year just passed

land are manufactured by Caterpil-
lar, whose global head-quarters is in
Texas.

In the early months of the war,
Biden administration officials also
took advantage of federal law, which
doesn’t require that military aid
shipments whose dollar value falls
below certain limits be reported.
They simply ordered that the huge
quantities of arms then destined for
Israel be split up into ever smaller
cargoes.

And so it came to pass that, dur-
ing the first five months of the war,
the Biden administration delivered
more than 100 loads of arms. In oth-
er words, on average during that
period, an American vessel laden
with “precision-guided munitions,
small diameter bombs, bunker bust-
ers, small arms and other lethal aid”
was being unloaded at an Israeli
dock once every 36 hours.

Israeli pilots have used US-built
fighter jets for the lion’s share of
their airstrikes on Gaza and, by last
summer, even more aircraft were
needed to sustain such levels of
bombing.

Of course, jets are too big and ex-
pensive to be provided covertly,
so, in August, Secretary of State
Blinken publicly approved the trans-
fer of nearly $20-billion worth of F-15
jets and other equipment to the IDF.
The aircraft account for most of that
sum, but the deal also includes hun-
dreds of millions of dollars worth of
ground vehicles and tank and mor-
tar ammunition.

In September, Bernie Sanders,
who served in Congress alongside

Patrick Leahy from 2007 until the
latter’s retirement in 2023, further
enhanced the good reputation of
Vermont senators by introducing
three resolutions that would have
blocked the State Department’s $20
billion Israel aid package. But when
the measures came up for a vote in
November, all Republicans, along
with two-thirds of Sanders’s fellow
Democrats, joined forces to vote
them down. So, as always, Israel
will continue to get its jets, tanks,
and ammo.

With scant political opposition,
the new Republican-controlled Con-
gress and Trump White House will
undoubtedly only double down on
material support for Israel’s war
crimes. And they are already threat-
ening people who demonstrate pub-
licly in support of an arms embargo
with investigation, prosecution, de-
portation, or other kinds of attacks.

Citing those and other threats,
Ben Samuels of Haaretz anticipates
that Trump’s promise “to crack
down on pro-Palestinian sentiment
in America will be a defining fac-
tor of his administration’s early
days” and that “the fight against the
pro-Palestinian movement might
be one of the only things that has a
clear path across the government”
— that is, the suppression could be
bipartisan.

For the people of Gaza and their
American supporters, 2025 could
turn out to be even more horrifying
than the ghastly year just passed.

CT

Stan Cox is the author of The Path
to a Livable Future: A New Politics
to Fight Climate Change, Racism,
and the Next Pandemic, The Green
New Deal and Beyond: Ending the
Climate Emergency While We Still
Can, and the current In Real Time
climate series at City Lights Books.
Find him on Twitter at @CoxStan.
This article was first published at
www.tomdispatch.com.

ColdType | February 2025 | www.coldtype.net 17



KRISTIN SKARE ORGERET

The deadliest year
or journalists

What can we do when our journalistic tools are insufficient against
the horrors of relentless war and potential genocide?

he past year has been the

deadliest for journalists

since the Committee to

Protect Journalists (CPJ)

began tracking fatali-
ties in 1992. Since October 7, 2023,
at least 146 journalists have been
killed in Gaza, the West Bank, Is-
rael, and Lebanon, though the actu-
al numbers are likely much higher,
as the CPJ is investigating numer-
ous unconfirmed reports of other
journalists being killed, missing or
detained. Meanwhile, foreign jour-
nalists are denied access to Gaza by
Israeli authorities.

Recently, Arne Jensen from the
Association of Norwegian Editors
and I attended the Cairo Media Con-
ference at the American Universi-
ty in Cairo to discuss challenges of
war and conflict journalism with

journalists and academics. We en-
countered profound dedication and
enthusiasm, but also a sense of pow-
erlessness, anger, and despair over
the dire situation in the region.

“The atrocities in Gaza and Leba-
non challenge our shared humanity
and test the ethics of journalism,”
said Nidal Mansoor, from the Center
for Defending Freedom of Journal-
ists in Jordan. He added that “the
international legal system has col-
lapsed, and journalism is collapsing
with it.”

‘ ‘ hile we were in Cairo, the UN

reported that children aged 5 to 9
make up the largest group of the then
43,500 people killed in Gaza. On aver-
age, more than 40 children have been
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killed daily for over 400 days. How do
we process such horrifying statistics?
How can journalists cover them?

The training of journalists in
safety and security is also facing
unprecedented challenges. What
advice can we give to journalists
operating in situations where mere
existence is life-threatening? How
do they deal with the unavoidable
trauma of reporting on conflicts like
this?

Two experienced Egyptian jour-
nalists and security trainers, Noha
Lamloum and Cherine Abdel Azim,
were at the conference. They have
conducted numerous courses for
journalists across the Middle East,
and they now work with a group
of female journalists from Gaza
who have fled to Egypt — 12 wom-
en, most of whom have lost every-



thing, including their families and
children.

Some of these journalists escaped
with small children who cower in
fear at any loud noise. These wom-
en’s most fervent wish was simply
to see the sea. Sitting silently with
them on the beach, gazing at the
same sea that once bordered their
homeland before it was devastated,
was profoundly moving.

When the women began to re-
count their stories, it was as though
a floodgate opened — words, tears,
and emptiness poured out. The
trainers were deeply affected them-
selves, as are many journalists cov-
ering the human suffering. “I live
off words,” said one of them. “They
were my tools, my joy, but now they
bring no comfort. They feel increas-
ingly hollow.”

len years ago, in January 2015,

many of us proclaimed “Je suis Char-
lie” in solidarity after the terrorist
attack on Charlie Hebdo in Paris.
Where are the voices now for Hamza,
Mustafa, Rami, and other journalists
who have been targeted and killed?

“Where is the West?” This was a
central theme. Where is the interna-
tional community? Why the glaring
double standards?

The violence in Amsterdam on
November 7, 2024 between Israeli
Maccabi Tel Aviv soccer fans and
pro-Palestinian groups was a case
in point. Media outlets failed to re-
port that Israeli fans first burned
Palestinian flags and shouted in-
flammatory slogans. Instead, the
narrative focused on anti-Semitism
driving the violence.

Zahera Harb, a former journalist
from Beirut, now at City Universi-
ty in London, highlighted how UK
broadcaster Sky News initially cov-
ered the provocations of the Israe-
li fans, but later replaced the seg-
ment with an edited version which

60 years after Hannah
Arendt documented
Adolf Eichmann's trial,
her reflections on the
banality of evil remain
disturbingly relevant

largely omitted footage of their
provocations. Instead it featured
statements from Dutch and Brit-
ish officials condemning anti-Sem-
itism. Sky News stated that chang-
es to their coverage were made to
meet their standards of “balance
and impartiality.”

However, this is not an isolated in-
cident. Insiders at Germany’s pub-
lic broadcaster Deutsche Welle, and
at CNN and the BBC, have recent-
ly spoken out over similar double
standards, many of which are in-
grained in the editorial guidelines
that govern their newsrooms.

“Is it Europe’s lingering guilt over
the Holocaust that continues to par-
alyseitsresponse?” asked one prom-
inent editor in Cairo. “It’s horrifying
to think that the victims of hatred
and genocide in Europe are now im-
plicated in the suffering of another
people. The term ‘antisemitism’ has
become a trump card, nullifying
ethical journalistic standards.”

Western media, guided by bal-
ance and impartiality, excels in
many areas. However, the extremity
of the war in Gaza raises questions
about whether the pursuit of bal-
ance sometimes impedes the pur-
suit of truth.

During our discussions with jour-
nalists in a region ravaged by mass
civilian casualties and direct at-
tacks on reporters, our input on war
imagery and hate speech felt some-
what inadequate, a token gesture
akin to offering inflatable armbands
to someone drowning in a violent
hurricane.

“Show the pictures of the dead

children,” urged a young female
journalist who had been in Rafah.
“Consideration for the survivors is
a luxury we cannot afford,” said an
editor, alluding to the difficult ethi-
cal discussions in Western news-
rooms about what to publish. These
debates highlight the gap between
young people’s unfiltered reality
on platforms like TikTok and the
more curated coverage by tradition-
al media.

It is worth noting that “Western
media” is a potentially unhelpful
category. In Norway, for instance,
we pride ourselves on consistent-
ly ranking highest in measures of
freedom of expression and media
independence.

Our ongoing research (Riegert &
Orgeret, forthcoming) highlights
the exemplary efforts of Norwegian
journalists in their coverage of the
October 7 attacks on Israel and the
subsequent war in Gaza and Leba-
non — they have verified facts, dem-
onstrated methodology, and offered
essential context. Many Norwegian
correspondents have shown the hu-
man side of suffering, and collabo-
rated courageously with journalists
on the ground.

Yet difficult questions linger: How
are we using our freedom? What
can we do when our journalistic
tools are insufficient against the
horrors of relentless war and poten-
tial genocide? More than 60 years
after Hannah Arendt documented
Adolf Eichmann’s trial in Jerusa-
lem, her reflections on the banality
of evil remain disturbingly relevant.

CT

Kristin Skare Orgeret is Professor
at the Department of Journalism
and Media Studies at OsloMet

- Oslo Metropolitan University,
Norway. She co-heads the
research group MEKK, Media,
War and Conflict. This article
was originally published at
www.theconversation.com.
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How Starmer
and the police
joined forces

to quell all dissent §

at Gaza protest

Dozens of people were arrested at a peaceful
London demonstration aiming to highlight
British complicity in Israel's slaughter

he decision by the Met-

ropolitan Police to in-

terview “under caution”

former Labour leader Jer-

emy Corbyn and leftwing
MP John McDonnell for attending a
peaceful protest in London against
Israel’s mass slaughter in Gaza is a
decisive turning point.

It marks a new escalation by the
British state in its campaign to re-
press dissent — and specifically the
demonstrations against what the In-
ternational Court of Justice (ICJ)
determined a year ago was a “plau-
sible” genocide in Gaza.

It marks, too, a new low in the
mendacity of police, and senior gov-
ernment figures like the Home Sec-
retary, Yvette Cooper, who insin-
uated that protesters engaged in
violent, illegal behaviour or posed a
threat to Jews in London.

I was at the rally on Saturday,
January 18, and I saw what hap-
pened. From what I observed, it ap-

peared that police wilfully engi-
neered a situation to entrap Corbyn
and McDonnell, the march’s figure-
heads, and then cynically present
them as lawbreakers. At the same
time, it arrested dozens of protest-
ers and has subsequently charged
the main organisers with public or-
der offences.

It is not true that protesters force-
fully “broke through” a police cor-
don at the top of Whitehall, as the
Met claimed, to enter Trafalgar
Square and thereby breached police
“conditions” and posed some kind
of undefined threat to a synagogue
more than a mile away and not on
the march route.

And the media is being thorough-
ly irresponsible in allowing police to
advance these falsehoods without
serious challenge. Social media is
full of videos showing that Corbyn
and McDonnell were correct in say-
ing that they were ushered through
the cordon.

20 ColdType | February 2025 | www.coldtype.net

FOA/iHiEms

The following week more than
40 leading lawyers and academics
wrote to the Home Secretary, warn-
ing that the Met’s actions were “a
disproportionate, unwarranted and
dangerous assault on the right to as-
sembly and protest” and that a raft
of anti-protest laws were being ex-
ploited to target “anti-war and pro-
Palestine protests in particular.”

In a statement, the Met main-
tained it acted “without fear or fa-
vour ... motivated only by the need
to ensure groups can exercise their
right to peaceful protest, while also
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-ohn McDon;ﬁsecond left) and Jeremy Corbyn (fourth left) were among

flower-holdin

ensuring the wider community can
go about their lives without serious
disruption”.

The Met’s false assertions aren’t
random or purposeless; rather, they
seek to advance specific political
goals. They help the government
of Prime Minister Keir Starmer —
which is deeply implicated in Isra-
el’s genocide — smear the marchers
as violent, antisemitic troublemak-
ers. They create a pretext to shut
down protests that have caused
huge discomfort to Starmer.

What we are witnessing is a con-

tinuation of the British state’s war
on the ethical left. It is using opposi-
tion to Israel — and now to genocide
— as its yardstick for measuring po-
litical illegitimacy and deviancy.

Starmer’s first job as opposition
leader was to purge the Labour Party
of Corbyn and the grassroots move-
ment he inspired — one that hoped to
reverse 40 years of growing social
injustice at home, and end Britain’s
investment in colonial forever wars

il
Falusi

rchers behind the banner at London’s march against genocide

abroad, including its lock-step sup-
port for Israel’s oppression of the
Palestinian people.

Now Starmer’s job as prime min-
ister is to rid the streets of those for
whom Israel’s slaughter of children
has served as a rallying point; those
who understand that both our ma-
jor political parties are complicit in
genocide; and those despairing that
we are no longer offered meaningful
political choices on the biggest is-
sues facing us.

For years when he was Labour
leader, Corbyn and his supporters
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were fitted up as antisemites with-
out a shred of evidence for the alle-
gation, aside from his all-too-justi-
fied criticisms of Israel.

Now, the very same establishment
is again fitting up him, as well as the
cause he represents — this time for
being proved so presciently right in
his warnings that Israel was arogue
state.

There have been regular, peaceful
marches through London since Isra-
el began its indiscriminate slaugh-
ter of Gaza’s men, women and chil-
dren in October 2023, following
Hamas’s attack on Israel. But the
longer the genocide has continued,
the harder it has been for the Brit-
ish government to justify its active
collusion.

Largely unmentioned by Britain’s
pliant media, the UK has been sup-
plying vital components to Israel
that have allowed its fleet of F-35
jets to continue bombing Gaza and
killing civilians. Britain has organ-
ised hundreds of flights that have
shipped US and German munitions
to Israel, including from a Royal Air
Force base in Cyprus.

The UK has supplied Israel with
intelligence gained from surveil-
lance flights over Gaza, and it has
provided diplomatic cover for Israel
at international bodies such as the
United Nations.

Starmer has been particularly
embarrassed by the decision of the
International Criminal Court, the
ICJ’s sister court, last November to
issue arrest warrants against Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and his former defence minister,
Yoav Gallant, for crimes against hu-
manity.

The Israeli government’s policy
to starve the population of Gaza of
food, water and power was public-
ly supported by Starmer from the
outset.
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Even as the exchanges
were taking place, Israel
was abducting more
Palestinians to fill its
‘prisons’, which Israeli
human rights groups
describe as ‘torture camps'

Like his predecessor, the Brit-
ish prime minister has been rely-
ing chiefly on the BBC - the state
broadcaster and main news source
for most Britons — to keep the pub-
lic largely ignorant, both of the fact
that a genocide is taking place in
Gaza and of his complicity in it.

The BBC’s role has been to nor-
malise genocide by recharacteris-
ing it as a “war” between Israel and
Hamas. Israel’s carpet bombing of
Gaza, the mass slaughter of Pales-
tinians, and the starvation of the en-
tire population have been implicit-
ly treated as a “counter-terrorism”
operation.

The aim has been to gradually
dissipate interest in the Gaza pro-
tests, shrinking the size of the dem-
onstrations and leaving only a hard
core of committed activists out on
the streets.

Initially, the BBC kept the focus
on the suffering of Israelis in the af-
termath of the Hamas attack, and
on the plight of Israeli hostages held
in Gaza — even as tens of thousands
of Palestinians in the enclave were
killed and maimed, and its hospi-
tals, schools, universities, librar-
ies, mosques, churches and bakeries
were levelled.

Then, as the genocide rolled on
and selling it became harder, the
BBC largely drew a veil over what
was taking place. It minimised its
reporting to the point where the
horrors unfolding in Gaza were ex-
cluded from the main TV news for
days or even weeks at a time.

A growing number of BBC jour-
nalists have come forward as
whistleblowers. They have cited se-
vere top-down pressure at the cor-
poration to slant reporting in Isra-
el’s favour.

Even now, as the first stage of a
shaky ceasefire was implemented
on January 19, the BBC’s focus once
again reverted to the Israeli host
ages, and the release of three to their
families. Each has been humanised
by the western media, their stories
and photographs shared widely.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian wom-
en and children they have been
“swapped” for are barely visible.
They are referred to prejudicially
as “prisoners.” But like thousands
of other Palestinians held in Israeli
“prisons,” many were seized from
their homes in the middle of the
night by armed soldiers enforcing
an illegal occupation. Many have
been held for lengthy periods with-
out charge or trial.

Even as the exchanges were tak-
ing place, Israel was abducting more
Palestinians, including children, to
fill its “prisons;” which Israeli hu-
man rights groups describe as “tor-
ture camps.”

All of this was reason enough for
protest organisers to select the BBC
as the site for the weekend’s demon-
stration. The point was to protest its
coverage and editorial complicity in
Israel’s genocide.

rl—;e media’s biased reporting has
given licence to the British govern-
ment to back Israel’s genocide. And
the same flawed coverage will give
Israel licence to violate the ceasefire,
as it is already doing, or to reimpose
the inhuman, 16-year siege of Gaza
that preceded the genocide and led
to Hamas’ attack on October 7, 2023.

But as the demonstrations have
shown no signs of abating, the
Starmer government has grown
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Descendants of the World War Il Jewish Holocaust joined London’s January 18 National
March for Palestine that saw many arrests by the Metropolitan Police

more desperate. The BBC has failed
to normalise the genocide, and Brit-
ish complicity has not been com-
pletely shrouded.

Starmer thus needed a new strat-
egy for bringing to an end the rallies
that have been embarrassing him.
If the British public can’t be brain-
washed into accepting genocide,
then they will have to be scared off
the streets. The velvet glove of the
BBC has been swapped for the Met’s
iron first.

Until January 18, more than 20
protest marches had taken place
in London without meaningful in-
cident. Although hundreds of thou-
sands of people regularly attended,
arrests were lower than at the an-
nual Glastonbury music festival.

The obviously peaceful nature of
the marches, and the attendance by
a large and visible bloc of Jews, in-
cluding Holocaust survivors, had
long infuriated the right and Israel’s
lobbyists, who wanted them banned.

On January 18, police decided to
take the gloves off. They arrested
dozens of demonstrators, charged
at least of two of the main organis-
ers with public order offences, and
called Corbyn and McDonnell in for
interviews.

The demented narrative that
Starmer and the media have crafted
over the past 15 months, and that the
Met is now relying on to justify its
repression, goes like this:

“Israel was the victim of a mas-
sive, unprovoked antisemitic hate
crime by Hamas on 7 October 2023
(even though Israel had besieged
Gaza for the preceding 16 years and
brutally occupied the enclave for
more than seven decades). Hamas’s
attack gave Israel the right to ‘de-
fend itself” on any terms it thought
necessary. Because Israel believed
the entire population of Gaza was
implicated in Hamas’s hate crime, it
justifiably punished them all collec-
tively through carpet bombing and
an aid blockade.”

With this preposterous, human
rights-violating narrative serving

Police arrested
dozens of
demonstrators,

and charged at least
two of the main
organisers with public
order offences

as the unexamined origin story for
Israel’s genocide, anyone protesting
Israel’s destruction of Gaza could
be characterised as sympathising
with Hamas and its October 7 “hate
crime”.

The previous government forged
just such a narrative.

Former Home Secretary Suella
Braverman termed as “hate march-
es” the protests against what the
ICJ calls a “plausible” genocide. But
the smear was so patently ludicrous
that it never gained much traction
beyond the Conservative Party, the
Israel-worshipping far right, and the
more unhinged parts of the billion-
aire-owned media.

It appears that the police have
now cooked up some corroborative
evidence to help the current Labour
government. They appear to have
set a trap to ensnare protesters, in-
cluding Corbyn and McDonnell, so
they could be recast as violent law-
breakers and antisemites.

The Met did not respond to ques-
tions by the time of publication.

Starmer’s government and Lon-
don police have spent months prepar-
ing the right conditions to demonise
protesters.

The Met’s subterfuge has worked
only because the establishment me-
dia has served once again as a will-
ing conduit for police disinformation
about the march.

As Ben Jamal of the Palestine Sol-
idarity Campaign has explained,
the Met approved a mass protest
outside the BBC headquarters back
in November. However, it request-
ed the event be delayed to avoid
causing disruption in the run-up to
Christmas for London’s nearby com-
mercial streets.

After reaching a compromise
with police on timing, organisers
announced that the rally outside
the BBC would take place on Janu-
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ary 18. But as the date neared, police
started furiously backtracking.

The pretext they settled on was
that a local synagogue would be dis-
turbed by the demonstration. The
claim was made even though the
synagogue was not near the march
route, there have been no examples
of a synagogue being threatened
or any Jews being targeted in 15
months of similar protests, and the
march is always attended by a large
and highly visible bloc of Jews op-
posed to the Gaza genocide.

Objections to the march by the
synagogue’s rabbi looked entirely
political, and unrelated to securi-
ty. But march organisers accommo-
dated the rabbi’s professed concerns
and the demands of police by revers-
ing the march route. It would start
in Whitehall and end at the BBC
late in the afternoon, long after the
synagogue’s Sabbath service was
finished.

Police revealed their true hand
at this point. They rejected the or-
ganisers’ compromise, even though
the rabbi’s concerns had been ad-
dressed. Instead, the Met appear
to have declared what amounts to
a large and permanent no-go zone
around the BBC - effectively ban-
ning any pro-Palestine demonstra-
tions from taking place on a Satur-
day, the only day in the week when
mass protests can realistically
happen.

In other words, police — the state’s
coercive arm - were threatening
anyone critical of Israel’s genocide
with arrest if they went near the
BBC, the state’s propaganda arm.

The BBC might be funded by tax-
payers. Its licence fee might be com-
pulsory. But the British public ap-
parently now has no right to protest
against the disinformation they are
compelled to pay for.

B y the time the march began, all

Calling out Keith Starmer, not the most
popular recent British Prime Minister

the pieces were in place for the Met’s
sleight of hand.

Police had at the last minute in-
sisted on what they termed a “stat-
ic” rally in Whitehall. Organisers
had said they would try to march as
far as they were allowed by police;
when their path was blocked, they
would lay flowers on the road in
memory of the slaughtered children

As Corbyn and McDonnell
reached the northwest
corner of Trafalgar
Square, they were
greeted by another police
cordon. This time, the
police refused to budge
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of Gaza, and in protest at the silenc-
ing of their demonstration against
the BBC.

At the end of the speeches, the
march formed at the top of White-
hall, led by Corbyn, McDonnell and
Jamal. I stood nearby. Police had
cordoned off the road — but then, as
I saw for myself and video footage
confirms, the police line separat-
ed and the marchers were released
into Trafalgar Square.

As the demonstrators soon found,
all routes out of Trafalgar Square
had been blocked off by police. The
square was effectively a giant “ket-
tle” — a police tactic used to enclose
protesters so they cannot easily
leave a public space. They can then
be selectively arrested.

As Corbyn and McDonnell rea-
ched the northwest corner of Tra-
falgar Square, they were greeted
by another police cordon. This time,
police refused to budge.

When the march’s chief steward,
Chris Nineham, requested that the
delegation be allowed to proceed
further, he was rushed by a squad of
police officers and violently dragged
off.

Jamal urged everyone to sit down
to avoid further attacks by po-
lice. The flowers were laid, and the
march dispersed. Nonetheless, po-
lice massed in large numbers in
Trafalgar Square and arrested doz-
ens of demonstrators.

At all times, despite the impres-
sion created by the Met and Yvette
Cooper, the marchers were at
least a mile from the BBC and the
synagogue.

Notably, on the day before the

rally, more than 1,000 Jews, includ-
ing leading cultural figures, lawyers
and academics, called on the police
to overturn the ban on marching to
the BBC, stating: “As Jews we are
shocked at this brazen attempt to in-



terfere with hard-won political free-
doms by conjuring up an imaginary
threat to Jewish freedom of worship.”

The BBC and the rest of the media
have gleefully reported on Corbyn
and McDonnell being called for po-
lice interviews. They have been
equally enthusiastic in giving the
impression of a connection between
that investigation and a statement
from Commander Adam Slonecki,
who led the policing operation, that
the march represented “a serious
escalation in criminality.”

Notably, the media has largely
avoided mentioning the context,
or the BBC’s conflict of interest:
that protesters were seeking to
expose the corporation’s complic-
ity in the Gaza genocide, and that
police were acting to shield it -
and Starmer’s government — from
accountability.

The Met is framing the march’s
leaders and figureheads as crimi-
nals. This should be understood for
what it is: police meddling deeply
in political matters on behalf of the
government, and eroding funda-
mental democratic rights to assem-
ble and peacefully protest.

Nineham, a veteran founder of
Stop the War and one of the march
organisers, was later charged under
the Public Order Act. As part of his
bail conditions, he has been banned
from participating in future anti-
genocide rallies.

Jamal, director of the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign, has been simi-
larly charged. There is a danger that
police will level the same charges
against Corbyn and McDonnell.

The transparent aim here — one
that benefits Starmer’s government,
as well as Israel - is to silence dis-
sent against the genocide and Brit-
ish collusion in it.

Police have built a mendacious
case that the home secretary can
exploit to outlaw the protests. She
shows signs of being ready to grasp
this, the flimsiest of pretexts that

The transparent aim
here - one that benefits
Starmer's government,
as well as Israel -

is to silence dissent
against the genocide
and British collusion in it

she is being offered.

But even in the event the march-
es aren’t banned, the damage is al-
ready done. The unwarranted and
violent arrests of demonstrators,
and the smearing of organisers, will
have a predictable effect. It will dis-
suade all but the hardiest activists
from turning out to protest against
British complicity in the slaughter
in Gaza, the biggest crime of our
age.

Some will credulously swal-
low the police disinformation. Oth-
ers will believe police are gunning
to criminalise participation in the
demonstrations. Either way, the
marches will have been successful-
ly stigmatised.

Recall that the Met has form. In

2023, an official inquiry found the
force to be institutionally racist, mi-
sogynistic, homophobic and corrupt.
Its author concluded that the Met
could “no longer presume that it has
the permission of the people of Lon-
don to police them.”

The idea that it is dispassionate-
ly maintaining order between those
protesting Israel’s genocide and
those so attached to a foreign coun-
try that they find such protests of-
fensive is laughable.

The head of the Met, Mark Row-
ley, celebrated the fact that he had
placed unprecedented restrictions
on the January 18 rally in an ad-
dress the following day. He said:

“We’ve used conditions on the
protests more than we ever have
done before in terms of times, con-
straints, routes.”

Where did he make these com-
ments? At an event held by the
Board of Deputies of British Jews,
which has been vocal in support-
ing Israel through 15 months of
genocide and objected strenuous-
ly to arms sales restrictions by the
Starmer government, even though
it has allowed more than 90 percent
of British weapons to continue flow-
ing to Israel.

Rowley, meanwhile, ignored an
appeal from more than 1,000 British
Jews, including prominent cultural
and legal figures, urging him to al-
low the BBC protest on February 18
to go ahead.

The truth is that Rowley and the
Met are not the ones upholding pub-
lic order. They are the ones threat-
ening it.

They have declared war on one of
the most cherished and fundamen-
tal rights in a democracy. They have
criminalised peaceful, lawful pro-
test. And they have openly politi-
cised their policing role.

Millions of Britons are learning
that their opposition to the UK’s ac-
tive support for the slaughter of chil-
dren in Gaza not only counts for
nothing, because the government
refuses to listen, but that police also
consider their protests, however
peaceful, as criminal behaviour.

Police — and Starmer’s govern-
ment hiding behind them - are fur-
ther tearing apart Britain’s fragile
social fabric. They are stoking dis-
order. And we will all pay a heavy
price. CcT

Jonathan Cook is the author of three
books on the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, and a winner of the
Martha Gellhorn Special Prize

for Journalism. More of the
author’s writing can be found

at www.jonathancook.net.
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Battle lines are drawn

The opening chapter from a new book, The Art of Class War, on the UK's
19841985 mineworkers' strike explores the motivations and challenges faced
by newspaper cartoonists tasked with illustrating the strike's raw and complex

emotions - ranging from anger and grief to humour and absurdity

here was a sense of inevitability about Brit-
ain’s 1984-85 pit strike, a realisation that a de-
cisive confrontation in the coalfields would
prove to be unavoidable at some point dur-
ing a decade of dramatic industrial upheav-
al. The National Union of Mineworkers were the shock
troops of the trade union movement. Once the Yorkshire
area leader Arthur Scargill was installed as the union’s
national president a showdown was inescapable. Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher had scores to settle.

A disastrous general election defeat for her predeces-
sor Ted Heath at the height of the 1974 miners’ strike was
etched into the collective memory of the Conservative
Party. Scargill had earned his place in trade union histo-
ry two years earlier when he mobilised flying pickets to
force police to close the gates at the Saltley coke works in
Birmingham, a climb down which had hastened an earli-
er retreat by the Conservatives in the 1972 miners’ strike.

On taking office in 1979, Mrs Thatcher was deter-
mined to reduce state support for loss-making national-
ised industries, breaking them up, preparing where pos-
sible for privatisation. An early move was to downsize
the British Steel Corporation, a task under-taken by its
chairman Ian MacGregor, whose success led to his ap-
pointment in 1983 to head the National Coal Board. Mrs
Thatcher knew she would have a fight on her hands hav-
ing been forced to back down herself when threatened
by a pit strike in 1981, an early, salutary setback in her
Premiership.

Coal was the first industry to be nationalised by the
post-war Labour government and the coal board, es-
tablished in 1946, had developed trusted procedures for
consulting and negotiating with the mining trade un-
ions. On becoming Prime Minister, Mrs Thatcher faced
a well-entrenched duopoly at the helm of the country’s
biggest state monopoly and largest employer. Sir Derek
Ezra, chairman of the NCB, had built up a close working
relationship with the NUM President, Joe Gormley. Both
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men were guided by a joint determination to guarantee
the long-term future and prosperity of the coalfields.

Ezra’s mission was to secure the best possible deal
from the government for future investment in new pits;
Gormley’s goal was to keep the miners at the top of the
earnings league for manual workers.

An era of behind-the-scenes co-operation was about
to be shattered when these two stalwarts stood down in
1982. Between them they had delivered almost a decade
of industrial peace in the coalfields with new investment
and high wages. After leading the NUM through the
strikes of 1972 and 1974, Gormley could rely on consider-
able rank and file support within the mining communi-
ties which strengthened his hand as he faced mounting
opposition from Scargill and the left-wing leadership of
other coalfields.

In late 1981, Scargill secured an overwhelming victory
in the pit-head ballot to succeed Gormley, just as the NUM
membership was about to vote on a 9.5 per cent pay offer.
A majority on the union’s national executive committee
opposed a settlement. A special conference recommended
strike action. Gormley went over the heads of the execu-
tive and, in a personal column in the Daily Express, urged
acceptance of an offer which would take the miners’ in-
crease in pay to a total of 40 per cent in only 20 months.
Gormley was vindicated. The vote to accept the deal and
toreject strike action was a decisive 55-45 per cent, a com-
manding majority for the outgoing president and a relief
for Mrs Thatcher who, months earlier, in the face of walk-
outs, had stepped back from authorising pit closures after
being outmanoeuvred by Ezra and Gormley.

Given his status as something of a miners’ folk hero
for leading the union through the strikes of the 1970s,
and then having won political praise for his ability to
outwit Scargill, Gormley continued to attract favourable
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media coverage. Illustrators were drawn to his rugged
face — Battered Cherub was the title of his autobiogra-
phy — and he was ideal material for a caricature or car-
toon. His departure from the fray did not go unnoticed.
Trog, (1) regular cartoonist for The Observer, captured
the political nuance behind Gormley’s implicit help
for Thatcher in seeing off Scargill, in stark contrast to
Gormley’s role in Heath’s downfall. On numerous Sun-
days throughout the year-long strike, Trog — in real life
Wally Fawkes — produced a cartoon which presented
a profound take on the previous week’s events. Not for
him the highly politicised cartoon imagery favoured by
many national newspapers. Trog’s cartoons were great-
ly admired both for a lack of political bias and for never
pulling his punches. Thatcher remarked on how he man-
aged to portray the hard reality of political life, describ-
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1Trog, The Observer (above)
2 Stanley Franklin, The Sun (left)

ing his work as ‘quite the best commentary on the poli-
tics of the day’.

Stanley Franklin, long-standing cartoonist for The
Sun, was another illustrator who went the distance dur-
ing the strike. Having previously been with the Daily
Mirror, he found he was ‘much happier’ contributing to
The Sun after joining the paper in 1974. Franklin’s car-
toons and caricatures gained notoriety for the way he
traduced Scargill during the many twists and turns of
the strike, ridiculing and demonising his role as NUM
President. By contrast Franklin’s parting shot on Gorm-
ley’s retirement (2) reflected on the end of an era. While
his approach was light-hearted, Franklin signalled that
he thought there was trouble ahead with the change in
the union’s leadership.

Derek Ezra’s short-lived successor, Norman Sid-
dall, made a valiant effort to maintain cordial relations
between management and unions, but Scargill had no in-
tention of fraternising with senior members of the NCB.
The board’s 1982 pay offer at 8.5 per cent was not far short
of the deal which the coalfields had accepted the previous
year against Scargill’s advice. He and his executive com-
mittee were determined to prove they meant business.
The ballot paper asked for a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer to a two-
pronged question on whether they opposed pit closures
and the pay offer. For the second time within a year the
leadership was about to be rebuffed.
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In his reflections on media coverage of the strike, Scargill accused the cartoonist
Cummings of attempting to isolate him from the support of coalfield communities

Scargill was on a collision course with Mrs Thatcher
and in the run-up to the ballot, her backers in the Con-
servative-supporting press wasted no time in subjecting
Scargill to a barrage of damning headlines. ‘King Ar-
thur’, as he had been dubbed by the tabloids, was in the
frame as never before. Cartoonists were waiting impa-
tiently to join the fray.

Quirky facial characteristics in Scargill’s appearance,
odd postures, unusual gestures or any other peculiari-
ty were prime material for exaggeration. So were signs,
symbols and assorted imagery which reinforce the comic
or satirical effect of cartoons and caricatures and might
help readers differentiate between the two sides in the
dispute. Thatcher and Scargill were divisive by their na-
ture, in many ways complete opposites, ready-made for
lampooning. As the strike intensified, cartoonists and il-
lustrators did their best to convey the unyielding polari-
sation between the state and mining communities.

M ichael Cummings, (3) lead cartoonist for the Daily
and Sunday Express, was no holds barred in his denigra-
tion of Scargill. The two papers had been staunch support-
ers of Gormley’s more emollient approach and Cummings
took every opportunity to remind readers of the new presi-
dent’s antecedents. He would repeatedly portray him as a
dupe of the Soviet Union. Scargill joined the Young Com-
munist League in 1955 and was elected Yorkshire delegate
for the sixth World Festival of Youth and Students in Mos-
cow. His continuing links with Soviet trade unions — and
his occasional visits to Moscow — were rarely overlooked,
justification for Cummings’ portrayal of Scargill being
welcomed as a puppet of ailing President Leonid Brezhnev.
Cummings’ cartoon implied Scargill was about to take his
place in a gallery of British traitors.

In his reflections on the media’s coverage of the strike,
Scargill singled out Cummings for bitter criticism, ac-
cusing the cartoonist of attempting to isolate him from
the support of coalfield communities. Constantly de-
picting him as a stooge of the Soviets was intended to
drive a wedge between the rank and file and their lead-
er, raising doubts about his true motives. Such was the
potential influence of Cummings’ imagery of the NUM’s
leader being manipulated by the Soviets, that Scargill
acknowledged the role which cartoons played in hos-
tile media coverage and the cumulative impact that they
could have. They had an insidious effect on public per-
ception because they questioned the justification for his
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stand against pit closures. More importantly, they would
reinforce what would become a developing attack line of
Mrs Thatcher and the Conservative press that Scargill’s
Soviet links were a threat to British democracy.

When, in November 1982, journalists crowded into the
NUM’s former headquarters in Euston Road for what
they had assumed would be another humiliating news
conference, the tables were turned on the union’s media
adversaries. There had been a 61-39 vote against strike
action, but Scargill was about to seize the agenda. He re-
vealed a secret NCB ‘hit list’ — a confidential report indi-
cating that ‘75 short life’ collieries had been earmarked
for closure. Scargill was mocked by the Daily Mail for
pulling ‘a white rabbit out of the hat’ to divert attention
from his defeat. Mac (Stanley McMurty), (4) the Mail
group’s long-standing cartoonist, depicted Scargill read-
ing out not the names of the threatened pits but a long
list of lame excuses.

Six months later there was another decisive rejection
of strike action, the third within a year and the second
since Scargill assumed the leadership of the union. A
call for the NUM to support an area strike in the South
Wales coalfield was rejected by a 61-39 majority. So de-
termined was the government to build up coal stocks at
the power stations that overtime earnings in the pits had
taken off. Most miners were in no mood to sacrifice their
enhanced wages to support the Welsh miners, another
setback to Scargill’s twin strategy of urging industrial
action over feared pit closures and pay. A glut in coal and
oil inspired a cartoon well worthy of The Guardian front
page from the pen of staff illustrator and cartoonist Pe-
ter Clarke. (5)

These early skirmishes were about to pale into insig-
nificance in the summer of 1983 when Ian MacGregor
took up his post in the coal board’s headquarters, Hobart
House.

Battle lines had been drawn. His appointment sig-
nalled the government’s intent. After her success in the
1982 Falklands War and the Conservatives’ landslide
victory in the 1983 general election, Mrs Thatcher was
ready to take on the coal industry. In his first month
MacGregor started the pit closure review which Scargill
had been predicting. He drew up plans to close 75 pits
with the loss of 64,000 jobs. Cabinet records released
under the 30-year rule revealed that Mrs Thatcher was
informed of MacGregor’s intentions in mid-September
1983, six months before the board declared the closure of
Cortonwood colliery in South Yorkshire, the announce-
ment which in March 1984 triggered a Yorkshire area



Broadcasters and newspaper journalists who sensed the potential enormity of
a confrontation between Scargill and Thatcher had followed Scargill's every move

3 "“British spies are superb - but they're nothing as helpful as
Comrade Scargill!” Michael Cummings, Daily Express

4 "And | also have a list of reasons for not winning” Mac,
Daily Mail

5 Peter Clarke, The Guardian

strike and the start of a national dispute.

Much of the news reporting in late 1983 and ear-
ly 1984 was speculative. Broadcasters and newspaper
journalists who sensed the potential enormity of a con-
frontation between Scargill and Thatcher had followed
Scargill’s every move. The imminent prospect of a head-
to-head conflict between two such dominant personali-
ties offered cartoonists what was to all intents and pur-
poses a trial run, an opportunity to get to grips with how
to depict what would become a cast of characters whose
fight to the finish would dominate the news agenda and
command their attention for months to come.

Peter Brookes, (6) who was at the start of an illus-
trious career as leading cartoonist for The Times, cap-
tured Scargill’s perceived obduracy during the long

6 Peter Brookes, The Times

build-up to the start of the strike. He depicted the NUM
President in a King Canute pose, implying that ‘King Ar-
thur’ would be unable to control a wave of pit closures
that was about to engulf the coalfields.

Brookes’ cartoons (7) stood out so often because of
his ingenuity in finding ways to link other ongoing news
strands to what would become the continuing saga of the
strike.

‘ ‘ hile attending the 1983 TUC Conference, a Daily

Mirror photographer captured the moment Scargill
opened his briefcase to reveal an aerosol can of Brut hair-
spray. At last, the secret was out: his trademark Bobby
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A Daily Mirror photographer captured the moment Scargill opened his briefcase
to reveal an aerosol can of Brut hairspray. At last, the secret was out

ON
BDRLDNESS
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7 The stormy progress of Arthur Scargill. Peter Brookes,
The Times

Charlton-style comb-over hair style needed constant at-
tention to be kept safely in place.

I had been introduced to Brookes through writing for
The Listener, a reflective weekly magazine published by
the BBC until its closure in the early 1990s. My insights
into how trade union leaders, employers and government
ministers were seeking to influence and manipulate the
news media appealed to the editor Russell Twisk.

After submitting an article in February 1982 about
the deadlock in a long-running strike by the rail union
ASLEF, Twisk called me to his office to meet Brookes
and to talk him through the background. Brookes had
been commissioned to do the front cover illustration.
The strike had degenerated into something of a slanging
match between the ASLEF leader Ray Buckton and the
British Rail chairman Sir Peter Parker.

Think of a Punch and Judy show was my suggestion.
Brookes was far more imaginative. Between caricatures
of the two faces there was a broken communication cord of
the kind that could still be found above the window in com-
partments of train carriages of a certain vintage. Above
their heads was the caption, ‘Parker v Buckton: The media
contest everyone loses’ and below them a mock penalty
notice, ‘Communication Cord. Penalty for improper use 6
weeks of public misery’.

Twisk must have been delighted. Four months later a
Brookes’ illustration was on the front cover again. Fol-
lowing interventions by the conciliation service ACAS
and the TUC general council, a settlement was final-
ly in sight over strike action by the rival rail union, the
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8 "Ayouth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice, A banner with the strange
device,” (“Excelsior” by Longfellow). Garland, Daily Telegraph

NUR. “Victory signal in rail war?’ was the caption be-
side a sketch of two express trains, BR Board and Un-
ions, screeching to a halt to avoid a head on crash. In
July 1982 he did a front cover for The Listener depict-
ing Scargill being haunted by his shadow in an agitated
pose. Brookes’ fascination with Scargill — and his knack
of placing him in unexpected but topical situations —
would capture the attention of readers of The Times for
months to come.

Perhaps one cartoon by Nicholas Garland (8) of the
Daily Telegraph was all that was needed in mid-January
1984 to sum up the confidence within the government
and the apprehension on the side of the union. Sensing
the limitations on their room for manoeuvre because of
the size of the coal stocks, the union’s executive recom-
mended an overtime ban which was approved at a spe-
cial conference in October 1983.

But this was too little, too late: coal supplies at the pow-
er stations were at record levels and these continued to
be topped up. Garland’s image of Scargill trying to reach
the peak among a range of coal mountains while at the
same time waving his flag for an overtime ban was a
pointer to one of the key factors that would influence the
eventual outcome of the strike. Mrs Thatcher, the NCB
and Central Electricity Generating Board were well pre-
pared for any eventuality. cT

Nicholas Jones was a BBC industrial and political
correspondent for 30 years until retiring in 2002. His
books include The Lost Tribe: Whatever Happened to
Fleet Street’s Industrial Correspondents?
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> EDWARD CURTIN

Martin Luther King, Jr,

Vietnam and Gaza

| wonder: Are the dead nostalgic? Was being alive the good old days for them
or did they feel they were finally home and that life had been a dream?

efore my mind was tur-
ned to the subject of my
title, I started to write
a piece called “Are the
Dead Nostalgic?”

It’s a touchy philosophical ques-
tion that has no definitive answer. It
seems flippant in an impossible way,
which it is, but its flippancy holds a
secret message. So I asked the dead
who would speak to me and got a
few mixed and muffled replies. You
can understand their reluctance
to say anything. If I heard correct-
ly, one of them said, “You should
ask the living.” Most didn’t answer,
which had me wondering why. Were
they disgusted with us?

I have always heard that nostal-
gia was not good for you since it kept
you rooted in the past; that this ache
for home — the good old days that
may or may not have existed but you
miss them nevertheless — prevent-
ed you from living Zen-like in the
present or looking forward to the
future. But I wondered if nostalgia
could be a form of utopian hope in
reverse at a time when humanistic
utopian thinking is at a nadir, over-
whelmed by the machine dreams of
people like Elon Musk and those at
the World Economic Forum.

This denigration of nostalgia as-
sumed you were alive. I was won-
dering about the dead. What did
they think? Did they wish they were

still alive? Was being alive the good
old days for them or did they feel
they were finally home and that life
had been a dream?

Or did the dead have no future,
no nothing, or perhaps some after-
glow of sorts, an everlasting rest
in peace, whatever that may mean,
a phrase that always seemed to me
a bad knock on life. Who wants to
sleep forever?

I guess 1 was thinking that if I
could get in touch with the dead and
get them talking, they might also
tell me what it was like to be dead.
Although I am no statistical whiz,
I figured there were a lot more of
them than us and the odds were
pretty good that someone there
would spill the beans.

I thought of this recently when
watching A Complete Unknown, the
new film about Bob Dylan’s early
years, when his girlfriend, Sylvie
Russo (based on Suze Rotolo, played
by Elle Fanning) gets angry at him
for concealing his true past and iden-
tity, and he replies, “People make up
their past, Silly, they make up what
they want; forget the rest.”

This was especially true for Dylan
in his early years and has a ring of
truth for everyone to a lesser extent,
whether it’s from memory lapses or
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some sense of wanting to fictional-
ize their pasts for reasons known
only to them. Our memories and
forgeteries are interesting creative
faculties.

But as I said, I was interested
in the dead. Did they also do that?
Were they nostalgic?

Then this proclivity of mine to-
ward philosophical thought and
dark humour flipped in my mind as
the pictures of dead and weeping
Palestinian children swept in and
tortured me in dreams. I had seen
the photos and videos of the ongoing
Israeli genocide of Palestinians and
felt sick and outraged afterwards. I
have written against it many times.
Yet as I wrote about this issue of
nostalgia, I felt like a speculator in
abstractions, and thought of Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s experience when
on January 14,1967 he was at an air-
port restaurant thumbing through
a Ramparts magazine and saw an
article by the journalist William
Pepper, “The Children of Vietnam”
that featured photos of Vietnamese
mothers holding dead and napalmed
children. In 1999, the author James
W. Douglass (JFK and the Unspeak-
able, etc.) wrote an essay describing
this serendipitous event for King:

The final chapter of Martin Lu-
ther King’s life began on January 14,
1967, the day on which King commit-
ted himself to deepening his oppo-



sition to the Vietnam War.
He was at an airport res-
taurant on his way to a re-
treat in Jamaica. While
looking through maga-
zines, he came across
an illustrated article in
Ramparts, “The Chil-
dren of Vietnam.” His
co-worker Bernard Lee
never forgot King’s
shock as he looked at
photographs of young
napalm victims.

He froze as he looked
at the pictures from
Vietnam. He saw a
picture of a Vietnam-
ese mother hold-
ing her dead baby, a
baby killed by our
military. Then Mar-
tin just pushed the
plate of food away
from him. I looked
up and said, “Doesn’t it taste any
good,” and he answered, “Nothing
will ever taste any good for me un-
til I do everything I can to end that
war.”

M artin King was overwhelmed

with grief and outrage. Against all
advice from his associates in the
civil rights movement, he realised
he must publicly and unequivocally
oppose the Vietnam war, which he
did two-and-a half months later on
April 4 at Riverside Church in the
New York City in his famous speech
— Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break
the Silence — in which he denounced
the US war against Vietnam, linking
it to his battle against racism and for
economic justice for everybody. He
became a revolutionary. It led to his
assassination by the US government
exactly one year later on April 4,1968
in Memphis. But his legacy lives on,
despite the official MLK Day attempts
to reduce him to a manageable dead

King's co-worker

Bernard Lee never

forgot King's shock as

he looked at photographs
of young napalm victims

threat and a one-trick pony.
Conscience calls at odd moments
to roil one’s soul. It sneaks into one’s
dreams and daytime thoughts, even
in synchronous ways as I realised
on January 14, 58 years to the day
MLK saw those photos in Ramparts.
Just yesterday, while listening to
a podcast, I heard the historian Pe-
ter Kuznik say that when he asks
his students at American Universi-
ty, who have all been to the Vietnam
Memorial wall and seen the names
of the 58,318 dead Americans, how
many Vietnamese were Killed in
the war, they answer in the range
of 90,000. While on a trip to Hanoi
last year, Kuznik learned that the
official Vietnamese count is 5-mil-

lion, to which one could

add another million Thai,

Laotian, and Cambodians.

Kuznik had been assuming
the 3.8-million dead Viet-
namese figure was correct,
but his bright students had
no idea because their knowl-
edge of history is abysmal.
Similarly, just a few weeks
ago, the English medical jour-
nal The Lancet reported that
the death toll in Gaza in the
first nine months as a result
of Israel’s genocidal assault
was about 40 percent higher
than reported by the Palestini-
an Health Ministry. The study’s
best estimate puts the number
of dead Palestinians (exclud-
ing the severely injured, those
dead from starvation, those miss-
ing under the rubble, etc.) at ap-
proximately 64,000 from October
7, 2023 to June 30, 2024. Of those,
the study concluded that approxi-
mately 60 percent were women,
children, and old people. As every-
one knows, Israel has turned Gaza
into a wasteland and a Killing field
that has continued to the present
day, with Israel furiously continuing
to attack, killing 38 Palestinians on
one recent day.

As with the death figures from
Vietnam, these numbers are no
doubt greatly underestimated and
can be multiplied by three, four, or
more. But if you follow the corpo-
rate mainstream media, especially
in the US and its adjuncts, you will
learn nothing of this. It is assumed
that people don’t care and are more
interested in strange flying objects
over the skies of the northeast that
have ostensibly disappeared un-
til they will be revived, the sex and
drinking habits of Trump’s cabinet
nominees, and the latest sports and
celebrity news.

Many don’t care and many do, but
people generally feel battered and
overwhelmed by the insane condi-
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tion of the country, the endless news
reports of all the things to fear, the
political dirty tricks and propagan-
da, the corruption, the rip-offs, the
lies and posturing, etc.

Many have been so dumbed down
by the endless propaganda that they
will believe anything.

Most people may not know how
to articulate their rage and disgust,
but they sense that something is
terribly wrong and fear it will get
worse. They may not want to take
it anymore and are mad as hell but
realize screaming out their win-
dows at the air as in the classic film
Network will not remedy anything.
They wait in dread, depressed, but
deny it.

Half the voting population hasin-

vested their hopes in Trump just as
the other half did with Biden — both
delusional in the extreme. Those
dead Palestinian children that tor-
ment me are the results of the Biden
administration’s alliance with fel-
low Israeli Zionist Netanyahu — two
bloody nihilists — now to be replaced
by Trump, a third enthusiastic sup-
porter of genocide.

Those of us who have been speak-
ing out for years are also tired. [ am
tired. The recent Israeli/US bloody
victories in the Mideast came as a
shock to those who hoped Israel and
the Netanyahu government would
be forced to desist. The opposite has
occurred. Lebanon, Syria, Yemen —
is Iran next?

(And you will notice that I have
not even mentioned Ukraine and the
US war against Russia.)

It’s heavy stuff, hard on the spirit,
so perhaps you can understand my
desire to delve into philosophical and
artistic matters from time to time.

I think of the poem To Those Born
Later, by the German poet Bertolt
Brecht:

What kind of times are they, when

The recent Israeli/US
bloody victories in

the Mideast came

as a shock to those
who hoped Israel would
be forced to desist

A talk about trees is almost a crime
Because it implies silence about so
many horrors?

That man there calmly crossing the
Street

Is already perhaps beyond the reach
of his friends

Who are in need?

They say to me: Eat and drink! Be
glad you have it!

But how can I eat and drink if I
snatch what I eat

From the starving, and

My glass of water belongs to one dy-
ing of thirst?

And yet I eat and drink.

T'would also like to be wise.

In the old books it says that wisdom
is:

To shun the strife of the world and
to live out

Your brief time without fear

Also to get along without violence
To return good for evil

Not to fulfil your desires but to for-
get them

Is accounted wise.

All this I cannot do.

Truly, I live in dark times.

Yes, so do we. But the most terri-
ble atrocities have taken place on a
vast scale for a very long time. Are
they seen as almost normal now, the
“new” reality? So much so that our
faculty for forgetting and dismiss-
ing them far outweighs our will to
remember?

Yet sometimes a time to break
the silence is always now, and a
message comes to us to remember
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to speak out. The official organs of
the government and press on Janu-
ary 20 once again urged everyone
to remember Martin Luther King,
Jr. as a statue from the past, fro-
zen in time, a fighter for racial jus-
tice but nothing else. His opposition
to the triplets of racism, material-
ism, and militarism will be ignored.
Who will say that if he were alive to-
day he would condemn the genocide
in Gaza, the US war against Rus-
sian via Ukraine, and war making
throughout the world? In his speech
from Riverside Church on April 4,
1967 that led to his death, he said:

“We are now faced with the fact
that tomorrow is today. We are con-
fronted with the fierce urgency of
now. In this unfolding conundrum
of life and history there is such a
thing as being too late. Procrastina-
tion is still the thief of time. Life of-
ten leaves us standing bare, naked
and dejected with a lost opportuni-
ty. The “tide in the affairs of men”
does not remain at the flood; it ebbs.
We may cry out desperately for time
to pause in her passage, but time is
deaf to every plea and rushes on.
Over the bleached bones and jum-
bled residue of numerous civiliza-
tions are written the pathetic words:
“Too late.” There is an invisible book
of life that faithfully records our
vigilance or our neglect. “The mov-
ing finger writes, and having writ
moves on...” We still have a choice
today; nonviolent coexistence or vio-
lent co-annihilation.”

No doubt Satan was laughing with
delight as Donald Trump was sworn
in as president on Martin Luther

King Jr. Day.
I still wonder: Are the dead nostal-
gic? I hope so. CcT

Edward Curtin is an independent
writer whose work has appeared
widely over many years. His
website is www.edwardcurtin.

com and his latest book is ‘Seeking
Truth in a Country of Lies.’ CcT
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ANDREW BACEVICH

Surprise! What I learned
after ‘The End of History’

Trump's return to the White House may not be worth celebrating.
It may well be History's way of saying: “Hey, you! Wake up! Pay attention!”

he arc of the moral uni-

verse is long, but it bends

towards justice.” So de-

clared Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr. Ah, if only it had
proved to be so.

Although my respect for MLK
is enduring, when it comes to that
upward-trending curve connecting
past to present, his view of human
history has proven to be all too
hopeful.

At best, history’s actual course re-
mains exceedingly difficult to deci-
pher. Some might say it’s downright
devious (and, when you look around
this embattled planet of ours to-
day, from the Ukraine to the Middle
East, deeply disturbing).

Let’s consider a specific, very re-
cent segment of the past. I'm think-
ing of the period stretching from my
birth year of 1947 to this moment.

An admission: I, too, once be-
lieved that the unfolding events dur-
ing those long decades I was living
through told a discernible story.
Although not without its zigs and
zags, so I was convinced once upon
a time, that story had both direc-
tion and purpose. It pointed toward
an ultimate destination — so politi-
cians, pundits, and prophets like Dr.
King assured us. In fact, embrac-
ing the essentials of that story was
then considered nothing less than a
prerequisite for situating yourself

in the ongoing stream of history. It
offered something to grab hold of.

Sadly enough, all of this turned
out to be bunk.

That became abundantly clear in
the years after 1989 when the Sovi-
et Union began to collapse and the
US was left alone as a great power
on Planet Earth. The decades since
then have carried a variety of la-
bels. The post-Cold War order came
and went, succeeded by the post-
9/11 era, and then the Global War on
Terror which, even today, in largely
unattended places like Africa, drags
on in anonymity.

In those precincts where opinions
are manufactured and marketed, an
overarching theme informed each of
those labels: the United States was,
by definition, the sun around which
all else orbited.

In what was known as an age of
unipolarity or, more modestly, the
unipolar moment, we Americans
presided as the sole superpower
and indispensable nation of Plan-
et Earth, exercising full-spectrum
dominance.

In the pithy formulation of col-
umnist Max Boot, the United States
had become the planet’s “Big Enchi-
lada.” The future was ours to mold,
shape, and direct. Some influential
thinkers insisted — may even have
believed — that History itself had ac-
tually “ended.”
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Alas, events exposed that glori-
ous moment as fleeting, if not al-
together illusory. For several rea-
sons — Washington’s propensity
for needless war certainly offers
a place to start — things did not
pan out as expected. Assurances
of peace, prosperity, and victo-
ry over the foe (whoever the foe it
was at that moment) turned out to
be false. By 2016, that fact had reg-
istered on Americans in sufficient
numbers for them to elect as “lead-
er of the Free World” someone hith-
erto chiefly known as a TV host and
real estate developer of dubious
credentials.

The seemingly impossible had oc-
curred: The American people (or at
least the Electoral College) had de-
livered Donald Trump to the pinna-
cle of American politics.

It was as if a clown had taken pos-
session of the White House.

Shocked and appalled, millions
of citizens found this turn of events
hard to believe and impossible to
accept. President Trump promptly
proceeded to fulfil their worst expec-
tations. By almost any of the meas-
ures habitually employed to evaluate
political leadership, he flopped as a
commander-in-chief. To my mind, he
was an embarrassment.



Yet, however inexplicably, Trump
remained to many Americans -
growing numbers, it would turn out
— a source of hope and inspiration.
If given sufficient time, he would re-
deem the nation. History had sum-
moned him to do so, so his followers
believed, fervently and adamantly.

In 2020, the anti-Trump Establish-
ment did manage to scratch out one
final chance to show that it was not
entirely bankrupt. Yet sending to
the White House an elderly white
male who embodied the politics of
the Old School merely postponed

Trump’s Second Coming.

No doubt Joe Biden was sea-
soned and well-intentioned, but he
proved to possess little or nothing
of Trump’s mystifying appeal. And
when he stumbled, the remnant of
the Establishment quickly and bru-
tally abandoned him.

So, four years on, Americans have
reversed course. They have decid-
ed to give Trump — now elevated to
the status of folk hero in the eyes of
many - another chance.

What does this head-scratching
turn of events signify? Could Histo-

ry be trying to tell us something?

Allow me to suggest that those
who counted History out did so pre-
maturely. It’s time to consider the
possibility that all too many of the
very smart, very earnest, and very
well-compensated people who take
it upon themselves to interpret the
signs of our times have been radi-
cally misinformed. Simply put: they
don’t know what they’re talking
about.

Viewed in retrospect, perhaps
the collapse of communism did not
signify the turning point of cosmic
significance so many of them then
imagined. Add to that another pos-
sibility: Perhaps liberal democratic
consumer capitalism (also known as
the American Way of Life) does not,
in fact, define the ultimate destina-
tion of humankind.

It just might be that History is once
again on the move — or simply that
it never really “ended” in the first
place. And as usual, it appears to
have tricks up its sleeve, with Donald
Trump’s return to the White House
arguably one of them.

More than a few of my fellow citi-
zens see his election as a cause for
ultimate despair — and I get that. But
to saddle Trump with responsibili-
ty for the predicament in which our
nation now finds itself vastly over-
states his historical significance.

Let’s start with this: Despite his
extraordinary aptitude for self-pro-
motion, Trump has shown little
ability to anticipate, shape, or even
forestall events. Yes, he is distinct-
ly a blowhard, who makes grandi-
ose promises that rarely pan out.
(If you want documentation, take
your choice among Trump Univer-
sity, Trump Airlines, Trump Vod-
ka, Trump Steaks, Trump Maga-
zine, Trump Taj Mahal, and even
Trump: the Game.) Barring a con-
version akin to the Apostle Paul’s on
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his journey to Damascus, we can ex-
pect more of the same from his sec-
ond term as president.

Yet the yawning gap between his
over-the-top MAGA rhetoric and
what he’s really delivered should
be instructive. It trains a spotlight
on what the “end of history” has
actually yielded: lofty unfulfilled
promises that have given way to
unexpected and often distinctly un-
desired consequences.

That adverse judgment hardly
applies to Trump alone. In reality,
it applies to every president since
George H.W. Bush unveiled his
“new world order” back in 1991, with
his son George W. Bush’s infamous
2003 “Mission Accomplished” claim
serving as its exclamation point.

Since then, at the national
level, American politics, especial-
ly presidential politics, has become
a scam. What happens in Washing-
ton, whether in the White House or
on Capitol Hill, no more reflects the
hopes of the Founders of the Ameri-
can republic than Black Friday and
Cyber Monday express “the reason
for the Season.”

In that sense, while Trump’s re-
turn to the White House may not be
worth celebrating, it is entirely ap-
propriate. It may well be History’s
way of saying: “Hey, you! Wake up!
Pay attention!”

In 1962, former Secretary of State
Dean Acheson remarked that “Great
Britain has lost an empire and has
not yet found a role.” Although a bit
snarky, his assessment was apt.

Today, one can easily imagine
some senior Chinese or Indian (or
even British) diplomat offering a
similar judgment about the Unit-
ed States. America’s imperial pre-
tensions have run aground. Yet the
loudest and most influential estab-
lishment voices — Donald Trump
notably excepted — continue to in-
sist otherwise. With apparent sin-
cerity, President Biden all too typi
cally clung to the notion that the

When it actually
comes to setting
basic US policy

on a more sensible
course, Trump is
manifestly clueless

United States does indeed re-
main the planet’s “indispensable
nation.”

Events say otherwise. Consid-
er the arena of war. Once upon a
time, professing a commitment to
peace, the United States sought to
avoid war. When armed conflict be-
came unavoidable, America sought
to win, quickly and neatly. Today,
in contrast, this country seemingly
adheres to an informal doctrine of
“bomb-and-bankroll.”

Since three days after the 9/11 at-
tacks (with but a single negative
vote), when Congress passed an Au-
thorization for the Use of Military
Force, or AUMF, war has become
a fixture of presidential politics,
with a compliant Congress issuing
the checks. As for the Constitution,
when it comes to war powers, it has
become a dead letter.

In recent years, US military casu-
alties have been blessedly few, but
outcomes have been ambiguous at
best and abysmal — think Afghani-
stan — at worst. If the United States
has played an indispensable role in
these years, it’s been in underwriting
disaster, spending billions of dollars
on catastrophic wars that were, from
the moment they were launched, of
distinctly questionable relevance to
this country’s wellbeing.

In his inconsistent, erratic, and
bloviating way, Donald Trump - al-
most alone among figures on the na-
tional stage — has appeared to find
this objectionable and has proposed
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a radical course change. Under his
leadership, he insists, the Big Enchi-
lada will rise to new heights of glory.

To be clear, the likelihood of the
incoming administration making
good on the myriad promises con-
tained within its MAGA agenda is
close to zero.

When it actually comes to set-
ting basic US policy on a more sen-
sible course, Trump is manifestly
clueless. Buying Greenland, taking
the Panama Canal, or even making
Canada our 51st state will not re-
store our ailing Republic to health.
As for the team of lackeys Trump is
assembling to assist him in govern-
ing, let us simply note that there is
not a single figure of Acheson’s stat-
ure among them.

Still, here we may find reason for
at least a glimmer of hope. For far
too long — all my life, in fact — Amer-
icans have looked to the White
House for salvation. Those expecta-
tions have met with repeated, seem-
ingly endless disappointment.

Vowing to Make America Great
Again, Donald Trump has, in his
own strange fashion, vaulted those
hopes to a new level. That he, too,
will disappoint his followers, no less
the rest of us, is, of course, foreor-
dained. Yet his failure might — just
might — bring Americans to rethink
and renew their democracy.

Listen: History is signalling to us.
Whether we can successfully in-
terpret those signals remains to be
seen. In the meantime, brace your-
self for what promises to be a dis-
tinctly bumpy ride. CcT

Andrew Bacevich is chairman and
co-founder of the Quincy Institute
for Responsible Statecraft. His
latest Dispatch book is On Shedding
an Obsolete Past: Bidding Farewell
to the American Century and his
new novel, Ravens on a Wire, was
published as last year ended.

This article was first published at
www.tomdispatch.com.
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> DAVID EDWARDS

Manufacturing consent
for regime change in Syria

Truth is reversed, history is buried, and the propaganda machine

continues to thunder along

onitoring corporate

media performance

for 25 years — week

after week, war after

war — has done little
to diminish our dismay at the robot-
ic automaticity of ‘mainstream’ en-
thusiasm for US-authored regime
change.

Each time, without fail, thousands
of media commentators function,
not as critical-thinking individuals,
but as cookie-cutter cogs in a prop-
aganda printing machine stamping
the word ‘GOOD’ on the public mind.

It is not that we are told what to
think — they know we mostly just
skim the headlines — we are told
what to feel. The result is a thin ve-
neer of symbolic headline ‘news’
painting a positive picture followed
by ‘in-depth’ content that hides as
much as it reveals. This ‘coverage’
is not comprehensible and is not in-
tended to be because it serves the
needs of power rather than truth.

The latest propaganda blitz is
particularly remarkable given that
the Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)
group led by Mohammed al-Jolani
that overthrew Syria’s Assad dicta-
torship in December is a proscribed
terrorist group under UK law. The
UK government website currently
reads:

“Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham should be
treated as alternative names for the

organisation which is already pro-
scribed under the name Al Qa’ida.”

Donald Trump put it more bluntly
in August 2013:

“Remember, all these ‘freedom
fighters’ in Syria want to fly planes
into our buildings.”

A 2016 Amnesty report described
abuses carried out by Jabhat al
Nusra and associated groups, now
known as HTS, in Syria:

“The cases of abduction, torture
and summary killings document-
ed by Amnesty International offer a
glimpse into the reality of life under
armed opposition groups in Aleppo
and Idleb governorates. Civilians
who live under constant threat of in-
discriminate attack by government
forces simply for living in areas con-
trolled by armed groups have suf-
fered abuse at the hands of these
groups as they assert their author-
ity through rough ‘justice’ and cru-
el punishments. Media activists,
journalists, lawyers, humanitarian
workers and others have been sub-
jected to abduction and torture and
other ill-treatment at the hands of
armed groups that form part of the
Army of Conquest and Aleppo Con-
quest coalitions.”

None of this has deterred the
mainstream cheerleaders using end-
less pictures of smiling Syrians,
with women notably to the fore in a
brazen attempt to exploit #MeToo
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kudos. One typically cheerful BBC
home page reported ‘relief’ at HT'S’s
violent regime change.

After years spent propagandis-
ing for this result, a Guardian home
page was similarly full of celebra-
tion. US journalist Glenn Greenwald
commented:

“The US lists Mohammed al-Jola-
ni as a wanted terrorist, yet he is
now being reframed as a polished,
blazer-wearing rebel willing to
partner with the West.”

Thus, a bizarre Telegraph head-
line read:

“‘Moderate’ jihadist leader storms
Syria — but tells troops not to fright-
en children”

The BBC commented of HT'S:

“It previously publicly broke
ranks with al-Qaeda, although it
remains proscribed as a terrorist
group by the UK, as well as the UN,
the US, Turkey and other countries.

“Questions remain over whether
it has completely renounced those
links, but its message in the run-up
to Assad’s deposition has been one
of inclusiveness and a rejection of
violence.”

Words are what matter, it seems,
even if the claimed ‘rejection of vi-
olence’ is challenged somewhat by
HTS having just conquered Syr-
ia using methods that owe more to
Hitler’s blitzkrieg than Gandhi’s
satyagraha.
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Abu Mohammad al-Jolani addresses a crowded gathering in Damascus on December 8, 2024, after his rebels had wrested
overcontrol of Syria from Bashar al-Assad.

Words also mean a lot to the Ob-
server’s editors:

‘So far, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTY), the formerly al-Qaida-linked
Islamist militia that led the charge
against Assad, has belied its ex-
tremist roots with moderately reas-
suring words.’

Former head of MI6 Sir John
Sawers went so far as to say:”It
would be rather ridiculous, actually,
if we're unable to engage with the
new leadership in Syria because of
a proscription dating back 12 years.”

No surprise, then, when media
reported:

“UK could consider removing
proscription of Syria’s HTS, says
minister”

The US having already led the
way in that regard.

Economist and former politi-
cian Yanis Varoufakis captured it
perfectly:

“The Western media’s duplic-
ity has broken all records. When
jihadists entered Kabul, ousting
the US regime, it was the end of the
world. Now that jihadists have en-
tered Damascus to overthrow a sec-
ular enemy of the West, it is a tri-
umph of the human spirit.”

Indeed, this is an eerily exact re-
run of supposedly independent and
impartial media performance cel-
ebrating US-UK regime change in
Irag. On 9 April 2003, as US tanks
stormed Baghdad, the BBC’s Nicho-
las Witchell beamed:

“It is absolutely, without a doubt, a
vindication of the strategy.”

ITN’s Tom Bradby declared: “This
war has been a major success” (ITN
Evening News, 10 April 2003). Ac-
cording to ITN’s John Irvine, the
outlook was rosy:

“A war of three weeks has brought
an end to decades of Iraqi misery.”
(ITN Evening News, 9 April 2003)

At least one million Iraqis died in
the hell that was being unleashed.

In 2016, the BBC reported of Iraq:

“Grinding poverty has made the
trafficking of kidneys and other or-
gans a phenomenon in Baghdad.

“About 22.5 percent of Iraq’s pop-
ulation of nearly 30 million people
live in abject poverty, according to
World Bank statistics from 2014.”

The same media cookie-cutter
cogs greeted the overthrow of the
Libyan government — different ‘re-
bels’, same Western bombers. As the
Libyan state collapsed, the BBC’s
Nick Robinson observed that Down-
ing Street “will see this, I'm sure,
as a triumphant end” (BBC News at
Six, 20 October 2011). In Washing-
ton, the BBC’s Ian Pannell surmised
that Obama “is feeling that his for-
eign policy strategy has been vin-
dicated — that his critics have been
proven wrong.” (BBC News online,
21 October 2011).

On and on, this was an exact rep-
etition of Iraq with little or no reflec-
tion on the results of that earlier ‘in-
tervention’. A 2016 report into the
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Libya war by the UK House of Com-
mons Foreign Affairs Committee
summarised the consequences:

“The result was political and eco-
nomic collapse, inter-militia and in-
ter-tribal warfare, humanitarian
and migrant crises, widespread hu-
man rights violations, the spread
of Gaddafi regime weapons across
the region and the growth of ISIL in
North Africa.”

That NATO-led ‘intervention’ Kil-
led an estimated 40,000 people. Once
one of Africa’s most advanced coun-
tries for health care and education,
Libya became a failed state, with
the collapse of essential services,
the re-emergence of slave markets
and a raging civil war with murder-
ous ethnic cleansing. The West’s al-
leged motive or casus belli was not
the commission, but the supposed
hypothetical threat of a massacre of
civilians, dismissed by the Foreign
Affairs Committee as baseless. The
real interest in Libya, as Iraq, was
oil.

Because corporate journalism is
a propaganda machine, the mes-
sage must always be clear, with no
room for doubt. The public forehead
is not to be branded with messages
of: “GOOD, but...” Naturally, then,
it is deemed beyond the remit of re-
sponsible journalism to ask how
the smartly dressed Syrian ‘rebels’
with high-tech weapons became
powerful enough to overthrow a
national government supported by
Russia and Iran. How did that hap-
pen? Who gave them the weapons,
funded them, trained them, organ-
ised them? Economist Jeffrey Sachs
of Columbia University and Sybil
Fares of Sustainable Development
Solutions Network explain:

“Operation Timber Sycamore was
a billion-dollar CIA covert program
launched by Obama to overthrow
Bashar al-Assad. The CIA funded,
trained, and provided intelligence
to radical and extreme Islamist
groups. The CIA effort also involved

Because corporate
journalismis a
propaganda machine,
the message must
always be clear, with
no room for doubt

a ‘rat line’ to run weapons from Lib-
ya (attacked by NATO in 2011) to the
jihadists in Syria. In 2014, Seymour
Hersh described the operation in
his piece ‘The Red Line and the Rat
Line?

“A highly classified annex to the
report, not made public, described
a secret agreement reached in ear-
ly 2012 between the Obama and
Erdogan administrations. It per-
tained to the rat line. By the terms
of the agreement, funding came
from Turkey, as well as Saudi Ara-
bia and Qatar; the CIA, with the sup-
port of MI6, was responsible for get-
ting arms from Gaddafi’s arsenals
into Syria.”

Sachs and Fares continue:

“Soon after the launch of Timber
Sycamore, in March 2013, at a joint
conference by President Obama and
Prime Minister Netanyahu at the
White House, Obama said: ‘With
respect to Syria, the United States
continues to work with allies and
friends and the Syrian opposition to
hasten the end of Assad’s rule.”

Our search of the ProQuest

newspaper database finds no men-
tion of “Timber Sycamore’ in any UK
newspaper in the last three months.
Mentions did appear in the Pioneer,
New Delhi; Haaretz in Israel; in the
Sri Lanka Guardian and the Tehran
Times. That simple finding gives an
idea of the current state of UK press
freedom.

WikiLeaks notes that in a Septem-
ber 2016 leaked audio US Secretary
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of State John Kerry said of anti-As-
sad forces: “we’ve been putting an
extraordinary amount of arms in...
Qatar, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, huge
amount of weapons coming in, huge
amount of money...” In June 2015,
the Washington Post reported of the
US:

“At $1 billion, Syria-related oper-
ations account for about $1 of eve-
ry $15 in the CIA’s overall budget...
US officials said the CIA has trained
and equipped nearly 10,000 fighters
sent into Syria over the past several
years — meaning that the agency is
spending roughly $100,000 per year
for every anti-Assad rebel who has
gone through the program.”

In 2017, the New York Times re-
ported that the US had been em-
broiled in a dirty war in Syria that
constituted “one of the costliest cov-
ert action programs in the history of
the CIA”, running to “more than $1
billion over the life of the program.”
The aim was to support a vast ‘rebel’
army created and armed by the US,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey to
overthrow the Syrian government.

It is difficult to suppress so much
naked ‘intervention’. Ignoring the
broader context reviewed above, the
Daily Mail reported:

“US special forces warned Syri-
an rebel fighters to ‘be ready’ weeks
before Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)
fighters launched the large-scale
coup that toppled former President
Bashar al-Assad’s regime, it has
emerged?”

Blithely ignoring the role of the
West, the Observer concluded its
leading article with what was pre-
sumably not an attempt at humour:

“But the west must not attempt to
dictate events.”

The Guardian’s Simon Tisdall did
a magnificent job of reversing the
truth by pretending not to be aware
of a mountain of evidence, saying of
the West:

“It largely looked on as the most
terrible suffering, mass displace-



ment, war crimes, illegal use of
chemical weapons and other hor-
rors unfolded. Its occasional inter-
ventions — such as Donald Trump’s
one-off 2017 bombing of regime
military facilities after a chemical
weapons attack in Khan Sheikhun
in Idlib — were undertaken more to
ease collective consciences than to
effect real change.”

Other invasions supported by the
West are being casually soft-soaped
by Western media in a way that
would be unthinkable for Official
Enemies. On December 9, Associat-
ed Press reported:

“As Israel advances on a Syr-
ian buffer zone, it sees peril and
opportunity.”

Israel, then, merely ‘advances’
into ‘a buffer zone’; it’s not invading,
much less illegally invading. Associ-
ated Press previously reported:

“Russia presses invasion to out-
skirts of Ukrainian capital.”

In similar vein, the New York
Times wrote:

“Israel Enters Demilitarized Bufi-
er Zone In the Golan Heights.”

The BBC reported that Israeli set-
tlements in the Golan Heights “are
considered illegal under interna-
tional law, which Israel disputes.”
Imagine the BBC saying: “The inva-
sion of Ukraine is considered illegal
under international law, which Rus-
sia disputes.” Unthinkable, of course
— why would anyone care what the
Russians think?

The BBC also provided a dark-
ly amusing map of Syria reflecting
its power-friendly worldview. High-
lights included a completely undis-
cussed, preposterously named ‘US

Imagine the BBC
saying: “The invasion

of Ukraine is
considered illegal under
international law,

which Russia disputes”

outpost’ inside Syria. Who is in
there, we wondered; the US cavalry?
What are they up to? Is there any oil
there? There is also no mention in
the BBC’s annotation that the blank
space marking the Golan Heights is
under illegal Israeli occupation.

By contrast, independent member
of parliament Zarah Sultana com-
mented on X:

“Israel is invading Syria.

“While committing genocide in
Gaza, settler terror in the West
Bank & bombing raids on Lebanon,
Israeli tanks roll into Damascus.

“This is a system of oppression
that knows no borders — yet the UK
government parrots lines about ‘Is-
raeli self-defence.”

Sachs is less positive than our re-
flexively joyous media:

“Most likely Syria will now suc-
cumb to continued war among the
many armed protagonists, as has
happened in the previous US-Israeli
regime-change operations.”

That terrible outcome would be
the natural assumption for any-
one with any knowledge of Iraq and
Libya.

The BBC’s Jeremy Bowen man-
aged to wave vaguely in the direc-
tion of the ugly truth:

“Colonel Gaddafi of Libya and

Saddam Hussein of Iraq were re-
moved without a ready-made re-
placement waiting in the wings. Ill-
considered foreign intervention did
much to create two catastrophes.”

Foreign intervention? By whom?
Bowen would be out of a job if he told
us those ‘catastrophes’ were com-
mitted by the same people driving
the latest events in Syria. Was the
main problem with those ‘interven-
tions’ that there was not ‘a ready-
made replacement waiting in the
wings’? Was there a problem with
the idea that the US and UK had any
business imposing replacements on
anyone? Especially given their ni-
hilistic moral track record.

The truth is that violent regime
almost always has catastrophic con-
sequences for the civilian popula-
tion. However violent or corrupt a
state may be, if and when it collaps-
es, so do many of the support sys-
tems needed to keep people alive
and healthy.

A short BBC report discussed the
fate of Iraq and Libya in three sen-
tences, none of which mentioned
that the US-UK alliance was behind
those disasters. That omission al-
lowed the BBC to tragicomically re-
flect on “the UK’s and US’s potential
roles in preventing a similar situa-
tion from emerging in Syria.”

Truth is reversed, history is bur-
ied and the propaganda thunders
on... CcT

David Edwards is co-editor of
Medialens, the UK media
watchdog at whose website —
www.medialens.org — this article
was first published.
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> ROBIN LIVINGSTONE

Solving a Gaza
fireside mystery

Look hard enough and you might find the clues
in this report recently broadcast on BBC Radio

he English love a good

mystery. From Agatha

Christie to PD James,

From Midsomer Mur-

ders to Death in Paradise,
there’s perhaps no other nation on
the planet so enthralled by the lure
of a stabbing in the billiards room,
a poisoning at the dinner table, or a
shooting in the library.

At the risk of having my member-
ship of the Roddy McCauley Repub-
lican Social Club revoked, I have to
confess to enjoying a good draw-
ing room murder mystery as much
as any Englishman. Over the fes-
tive season, I marvelled at Hercu-
le Poirot’s detective acumen in the
Mystery of the Christmas Pudding,
but more compelling even than the
hunt for a killer was the deep satis-
faction of a place on the sofa in front
of a blazing fire in a country house
among a collection of cosily familiar
strangers.

However, we were presented with
a deadly mystery of a different kind
on BBC Radio 4 just after eight in the
morning of Tuesday, January 28,
when Nick Robinson, co-host of the
BBC’s flagship Today programme,
laid before us an exotic tale of death
and skullduggery from the Middle
East; a story soaked with enough
exotic secrets and Arab intrigue to
add another year to the Thousand
and One Nights...

(What follows is the Radio 4
script word for word in its entire-
ty. The comments/thoughts are the
writer’s.)

ROBINSON: “They queued in
their thousands, laden with bags
and bedding, all they could carry
or pile on top of overcrowded
cars or donkey carts. The great
return to the north of Gaza has
generated both excitement, to
have the chance to go home to be
reunited with friends and fam-
ily, and sadness when confront-
ed with the reality that home is
nothing like it was before the
war.”
— Sadly, there is no clue here as to
why things are not like they were
before “the war” or who brought
about the stomach-churning new
reality. So we read on ...

ROBINSON: “Houses and apart-
ments have been destroyed.
Bombs and shells lie unexploded
in the rubble and there are often
no services, no running water,
no schools, only limited health
care.”
— Who destroyed the homes? Who
dropped the unexploded bombs
and shells that lie in wait for
the unsuspecting? Who turned
off the runmning water, wrecked
the schools and disappeared the
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health system? I have a few ideas,
but since there’s still no concrete
proof pointing to the guilty party,
I'll continue to keep them to my-
self ...

ROBINSON: “The BBC is still not
permitted to enter Gaza to report
on what’s happening there now,
or what’s happened in the past, as
has has been the case for the past
fifteen months.”
— Ah, now we’re starting to make
progress. I reckon if between us
we can find out who it is that
doesn’t want this story to be told,
who it is that is so desperate to
hide the grisly facts, we can get
closer to the facts ...

ROBINSON: “But I have been
speaking to one of those who
stayed behind, in [indistinct] in
northern Gaza, [indistinct name.
You have have heard him a
number of times in recent
months, including on the day last
October when his brother was
killed.”
— Things are starting to hot up.
If only we can somehow figure
out how this man’s brother was
killed, then the identity of the kill-
er must surely be that little bit
closer. ‘Killed’ suggests he didn’t
die peacefully in his bed. But was
it a gardening accident? A fall?



Or might it be that something al-
together more sinister has taken
place here ...?

ROBINSON: “Yesterday he was
reunited with those of his family
who fled to safety in the south. I
asked him where he, where they,
were now living.”
- ‘Fled to safety.” Could it be that
this man’s family left their home
because they felt their lives were
in danger? If so, could that danger
be connected to death of his broth-
er? Answer these questions and
surely we’re closer to solving the
mystery ...

ROBINSON: “You stayed in the
north all the time through the
conflict. What was it like being
reunited with those who had fled

who returned home yesterday?”

- So these obviously frightened
people returned home. That can
only mean that the shadow that
hung over them had somehow
been removed, either temporarily
or permanently. Why? Did some-
thing happen to make the killer
stop ...?

ROBINSON: “You now have to
live in half a home, there’s not
much running water, you know
that there are bombs and shells
in the rubble of other people’s
houses.”

— Answer these two questions and

I believe we have nearly cracked

the case:

1. What happened to the other half

of this man’s home? Has it been

stolen? Is the rising damp unbear-

able? Is it an Airbnb?

2. Who put the bombs and shells
there? Was it the butler? The
smarmy nephew with money trou-
bles? The glamorous blonde flirt-
ing with the infirm patriarch in
the bath chair ...?

ROBINSON: “Can you build a life
for your family there? Is it safe?
Is it possible to carry on living in
the north of Gaza?”
— The man’s family are home, but
a question mark remains over
their safety. The killer has
stopped, but what is it that could
make them strike again? We need
to know ...

ROBINSON: “I’ve also been
speaking to Jonathan Crickx,
who’s the chief of communica-

ColdType | February 2025 | www.coldtype.net 45



tions at Unicef Palestine. He’s

based in the south of Gaza, but

he and his team have been giv-

ing aid, help and advice to

those making the long journey

north. How big a worry is unex-

ploded bombs and shells in the

rubble of people’s houses and

apartments?”
— It’s the question that keeps com-
ing up — the question that never
finds an answer. As handkerchiefs
have initials and gold cigarette
cases have monograms, could it
be that by examining the intact
2,000lb bombs we may find clues
that lead us directly to the bomb-
er? It’s a crazy idea, but it just
might work ...

ROBINSON: “When so many peo-
ple are moving at such speed
there must be a danger that peo-
ple lose their families, lose each
other. Are you able to help them
with that?”

— Brollies, briefcases, coats and

bags are often left on trains. Could

Could it be that by
examining the intact
2,000lb bombs we may
find clues that lead us to
the bomber? It's a crazy
idea, but it might work

it be that there’s be a kind of refu-
gee lost and found where we could
find witnesses with vital clues ...?

ROBINSON: “You describe power-
fully people’s desire to have a tent
on the rubble of their own homes
rather than somewhere else.”
— Allowing tents on top of the rub-
ble? This culprit has a heart and
that might just be their undoing ...

ROBINSON: “How would you de-
scribe the mood of the people
that you’re dealing with? Is
excitement too strong a word, is it
relief? Is it just determination to
be back home?”

— Could the excitement lead to the
throwing of a party? If so, sure-
ly there are clues to be gleaned
by moving among the happy,
tipsy cocktail crowd. Might the
relief loosen a few tongues leading
someone to mention the name that
continues to elude us ...?

ROBINSON: “Now aid is getting
in in quantities not seen before
but there is still, as you will know
all too well representing Unicef, a
huge argument about another
UN agency, UNRWA, which the
Israeli government is set to ban
and set to ban this week.”

- At last, a name, a solid

clue that has blown the case

wide open and shone an
unforgiving spotlight on a
suspect: UNRWA. CcT

Robin Livingstone is editor-in-chief
of the Andersonstownnews —
www.belfastmedia.com — in
Belfast, Northern Ireland, where
this article was first published.
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HERMES 900

The Hermes 900 is a lethal drone manufactured by Elbit systems and first deployed
during Israel's 2014 attack on the besieged Gaza strip. Elbit supplies 85% of the
drones used by the Israeli military for drone strikes and surveillance, resulting in

grave human rights violations against Palestinians.

36,090 11.5% TESTED

PALESTINIANS RISEINREVENUE ONPALESTINIANS
KILLED (year over year) "The fact that our systems are
during Israel’s genocide in reported by Elbit in operational use in Israel
Gaza as of May 28, 2024 Systems for the first helps us because customers
The Israeli military' A quarter of 2024, 6 prefer to get mature
drones for 90% of targeted months into the solutions.” —Elbit Systems CEO
killings in Gaza in October genocide in Gaza. Bezhalel Machlis, May 2024
and November 2023.
8 @visualizingpal JUN 2024

VISUALIZINGPALESTINE o o e esTINE ORG 3 mysualizing palestine o @ DG

ColdType | February 2025 | www.coldtype.net 47



> JOHN WHITEHEAD & NISHA WHITEHEAD

The US Constitution
has gone AWOL

Hitler's rise to power should serve as a stark lesson to always
be leery of granting any government leader sweeping powers

“Rule by indefinite emergency edict
risks leaving all of us with a shell of
a democracy and civil liberties just
as hollow.” - Justice Neil Gorsuch

hat didn’t take long.
Within days of Donald
Trump’s second term, the
US Constitution and Bill
of Rights disappeared
from the White House’s website.

While the Trump Administration
insists the removal of these founda-
tional documents will eventually be
restored to the site, the timing and
symbolism of their removal is hard
to ignore. Especially in light of the
flurry of executive orders issued by
President Trump as a means of by-
passing the very rule of law those
documents were intended to ensure.

Already, Trump has unilateral-
ly declared two national states of
emergency, announced his intention
to disregard the 14th Amendment’s
assurance of birthright citizenship,
established two new government
agencies, and pushed for an expan-
sion of the death penalty.

So much for the Founders’ efforts
to guard against this kind of con-
centrated, absolute power by estab-
lishing a system of checks of balanc-
es that separate and shares power
between three co-equal branches
to ensure that no single authori-
ty is entrusted with all the powers

of government.

Mind you, Trump is not unique
in his use of executive orders to by-
pass Congress and unilaterally im-
pose his will upon the nation, but it
is indicative of the fact that he, like
his predecessors, will continue to
serve as an imperial president, us-
ing executive orders, decrees, mem-
orandums, proclamations, national
security directives and legislative
signing statements to operate above
the law and beyond the reach of the
Constitution.

America, meet
dictator-in-chief.

Be warned: what is happening
right now is political theatre. Allow
yourself to be distracted by it, and
you will miss the real power play
afoot: the expansion of unaccounta-
ble presidential power that exposes
us to constitutional peril.

your latest

rEe Deep State is counting on us
to be distracted.

Don’t fall for it.

We must be particularly leery
when political promises to fix every-
thing that is wrong with the nation
are dependent on presidential pow-
er grabs and manufactured crises.

That’s the oldest trick in the book.

Whether the ends justify the
means is never the point.
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It is especially when the ends
seem to justify the means that one
must tread with particular caution.

That’s how we landed in this mess
in the first place.

Power-hungry and lawless, the
government has weaponised one
national crisis after another in or-
der to expand its powers and justi-
fy all manner of government tyran-
ny in the so-called name of national
security.

As a result, we have become a
nation in a permanent state of
emergency.

That indefinite state of crisis has
remained constant, no matter which
party has controlled Congress and
the White House.

The seeds of this present mad-
ness were sown almost two decades
ago when George W. Bush stealthily

issued two presidential directives
that granted the president the pow-
er to unilaterally declare a national
emergency, which is loosely defined
as “any incident, regardless of loca-
tion, that results in extraordinary
levels of mass casualties, damage,
or disruption severely affecting the
US population, infrastructure, envi-
ronment, economy, or government
functions.”

Comprising the country’s Conti-
nuity of Government (COG) plan,
these directives (National Security
Presidential Directive 51 and Home-



land Security Presidential Directive
20) provide a skeletal outline of the
actions the president will take in the
event of a “national emergency.”

Just what sort of actions the pres-
ident will take once he declares a
national emergency can barely be
discerned from the barebones direc-
tives. However, one thing is clear: in
the event of a national emergency,
the COG directives give unchecked
executive, legislative and judicial
power to the president.

It doesn’t even matter what the na-
ture of the crisis might be: civil un-
rest, the national emergencies, “un-
foreseen economic collapse, loss of
functioning political and legal order,
purposeful domestic resistance or
insurgency, pervasive public health

emergencies, and catastrophic natu-
ral and human disasters.”

They have all become fair game to
a government that continues to qui-
etly assemble, test and deploy emer-
gency powers a long laundry list of
terrifying powers that override the
Constitution and can be activated at
a moment’s notice.

We’re talking about lockdown

In the event of a national
emergency, the COG
directives give unchecked
executive, legislative

and judicial power

to the president

powers (at both the federal and
state level): the ability to suspend
the Constitution, indefinitely de-
tain American citizens, bypass the
courts, quarantine whole commu-
nities or segments of the popula-
tion, override the First Amendment
by outlawing religious gatherings
and assemblies of more than a few
people, shut down entire industries
and manipulate the economy, muz-
zle dissidents, “stop and seize any
plane, train or automobile to stymie
the spread of contagious disease,”
reshape financial markets, create a
digital currency (and thus further
restrict the use of cash), determine
who should live or die.

While these are powers the po-
lice state has been working to make
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permanent, they barely scratch the
surface of the far-reaching powers
the government has unilaterally
claimed for itself without any pre-
tence of being reined in or restricted
in its power grabs by Congress, the
courts or the citizenry.

As David C. Unger, observes in
The Emergency State: America’s
Pursuit of Absolute Security at All
Costs:

“For seven decades we have been
yielding our most basic liberties to a
secretive, unaccountable emergen-
cy state — a vast but increasingly
misdirected complex of national se-
curity institutions, reflexes, and be-
liefs that so define our present world
that we forget that there was ever a
different America. ... Life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness have
given way to permanent crisis man-
agement: to policing the planet and
fighting preventative wars of ideo-
logical containment, usually on ter-
rain chosen by, and favourable to,
our enemies. Limited government
and constitutional accountability
have been shouldered aside by the
kind of imperial presidency our con-
stitutional system was explicitly de-
signed to prevent.”

This is all happening according to
schedule.

The civil unrest, the national
emergencies, “unforeseen economic
collapse, loss of functioning political
and legal order, purposeful domestic
resistance or insurgency, pervasive
public health emergencies, and cat-
astrophic natural and human dis-
asters,” the government’s reliance
on the armed forces to solve domes-
tic political and social problems, the
implicit declaration of martial law
packaged as a well-meaning and
overriding concern for the nation’s
security: the powers-that-be have
been planning and preparing for
such a crisis for years now.

As we have witnessed in recent
years, that national emergency can
take any form, can be manipulated

Each president continues
to add to his office’s

list of extraordinary
orders and directives,
and granting himself
near dictatorial powers

for any purpose and can be used to
justify any end goal — all on the say
so of the president.

The emergency powers that we
know about which presidents might
claim during such states of emer-
gency are vast, ranging from im-
posing martial law and suspending
habeas corpus to shutting down all
forms of communications, includ-
ing implementing an internet Kkill
switch, and restricting travel.

Yet according to documents ob-
tained by the Brennan Center, there
may be many more secret pow-
ers that presidents may institute
in times of so-called crisis with-
out oversight from Congress, the
courts, or the public.

Remember, these powers do not

expire at the end of a president’s
term. They remain on the books, just
waiting to be used or abused by the
next political demagogue.

So, too, every action taken by the
current occupant of the White House
and his predecessors to weaken the
system of checks and balances, side-
step the rule of law, and expand the
power of the executive branch of
government makes us that much
more vulnerable to those who would
abuse those powers in the future.

Although the Constitution invests
the President with very specific, lim-
ited powers, in recent years, Amer-
ican presidents (Biden, Trump,
Obama, Bush, Clinton, etc.) have
claimed the power to completely and
almost unilaterally alter the land-
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scape of this country for good or for
il

The Executive Branch’s willing-
ness to circumvent the Constitu-
tion by leaning heavily on the pres-
ident’s so-called emergency powers
constitutes a gross perversion of
what limited power the Constitution
affords the president.

As law professor William P. Mar-
shall explains, “every extraordi-
nary use of power by one President
expands the availability of execu-
tive branch power for use by future
Presidents.” Moreover, it doesn’t
even matter whether other presi-
dents have chosen not to take ad-
vantage of any particular power,
because “it is a President’s action
in using power, rather than forsak-
ing its use, that has the precedential
significance.”

In other words, each successive
president continues to add to his of-
fice’s list of extraordinary orders
and directives, expanding the reach
and power of the presidency and
granting him- or herself near dicta-
torial powers.

All of the imperial powers
amassed by Obama, Bush, Trump,
Biden and now Trump again — to kill
American citizens without due pro-
cess, to detain suspects (including
American citizens) indefinitely, to
strip Americans of their citizenship
rights, to carry out mass surveil-
lance on Americans without proba-
ble cause, to wage wars without con-
gressional authorisation, to suspend
laws during wartime, to disregard
laws with which he might disagree,
to conduct secret wars and convene
secret courts, to sanction torture, to
sidestep the legislatures and courts
with executive orders and signing
statements, to direct the military
to operate beyond the reach of the
law, to establish a standing army
on American soil, to operate a shad-
ow government, to declare national
emergencies for any manipulated
reason, and to act as a dictator and



a tyrant, above the law and beyond
any real accountability — have be-
come a permanent part of the presi-
dent’s toolbox of terror.

This is what you might call a
stealthy, creeping, silent, slow-mo-
tion coup d’état.

As an investigative report by the
Brennan Center explains:

“There are currently 41 declared
national emergencies, most of which
have been in place for more than a
decade... Some of the emergency
powers Congress has made avail-
able to the president are so breath-
taking in their vastness that they
would make an autocrat do a spit
take. Presidents can use emergency
declarations to shut down commu-
nications infrastructure, freeze pri-
vate assets without judicial process,
control domestic transportation,
or even suspend the prohibition on
government testing of chemical and
biological agents on unwitting hu-
man subjects.”

We must recalibrate the balance
of power.

For starters, Congress should put
an end to the use of presidential ex-
ecutive orders, decrees, memoran-
dums, proclamations, national se-
curity directives and legislative
signing statements as a means of
getting around Congress and the
courts.

At aminimum, as the Washington
Post suggests, “all emergency decla-
rations [s]hould expire automatical-
ly after three or six months, where-
upon Congress would need to vote
upon any proposed extension. It is
time for both parties to recognize
that governing via endless crises
— even when they are employed to
implement broadly popular policies
that win plaudits from key political
constituencies — subverts our sys-
tem of constitutional government.”

We’ve got to start making both
the president and the police state
play by the rules of the Constitution.

As Justice Gorsuch recognised:

We've got to start
making both the
president and the
police state play
by the rules of the
Constitution

“Fear and the desire for safety are
powerful forces. They can lead to
a clamour for action — almost any
action — as long as someone does
something to address a perceived
threat. A leader or an expert who
claims he can fix everything, if only
we do exactly as he says, can prove
an irresistible force. We do not need
to confront a bayonet, we need only
a nudge, before we willingly aban-
don the nicety of requiring laws to
be adopted by our legislative rep-
resentatives and accept rule by de-
cree. Along the way, we will accede
to the loss of many cherished civil
liberties — the right to worship free-
ly, to debate public policy without
censorship, to gather with friends
and family, or simply to leave our
homes. We may even cheer on those
who ask us to disregard our normal
lawmaking processes and forfeit
our personal freedoms. Of course,
this is no new story. Even the an-
cients warned that democracies can
degenerate toward autocracy in the
face of fear.”

I f we continue down this road,
there can be no surprise about what
awaits us at the end.

After all, it is a tale that has been
told time and again throughout his-
tory. For example, over 90 years ago,
the citizens of another democratic
world power elected a leader who
promised to protect them from all
dangers. In return for this protec-
tion, and under the auspice of fight-
ing terrorism, he was given absolute

power. This leader went to great
lengths to make his rise to power
appear both legal and necessary,
masterfully manipulating much of
the citizenry and their government
leaders.

Unnerved by threats of domes-
tic terrorism and foreign invad-
ers, the people had little idea that
the domestic turmoil of the times —
such as street rioting and the fear of
Communism taking over the coun-
try — was staged by the leader in an
effort to create fear and later capi-
talise on it. In the ensuing months,
this charismatic leader ushered in
a series of legislative measures that
suspended civil liberties and habeas
corpus rights and empowered him
as a dictator.

On March 23, 1933, the nation’s
legislative body passed the Ena-
bling Act, formally referred to as the
“Law to Remedy the Distress of the
People and the Nation,” which ap-
peared benign and allowed the lead-
er to pass laws by decree in times of
emergency.

What it succeeded in doing, how-
ever, was ensuring that the leader
became a law unto himself.

The leader’s name was Adolf
Hitler.

The rest, as they say, is history.
Hitler’s rise to power should serve
as a stark lesson to always be leery
of granting any government leader
sweeping powers. CcT

John W. Whitehead is founder

and president of the Rutherford
Institute. His most recent books are
the best-selling Battlefield America:
The War on the American People,
the award-winning A Government
of Wolves: The Emerging
American Police State, and a debut
dystopian fiction novel, The Erik
Blair Diaries. Whitehead can be
contacted at staff@rutherford.org.
Nisha Whitehead is the Executive
Director of the Rutherford Institute
— www.rutherford.org.
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Protestors at Belgrade's main crossroad Autokomanda in a 24-hours blockade

> SRDJAN STOJANOVIC

Serbia on the brink

of major change

Students lead the way with government on verge of collapse

fter 13 years of dicta-
torial rule, full of lies,

manipulations,  fraud,
election rigging and
wide-spread corrup-

tion, Aleksandar Vuchic the leader
of Serbian Progressive Party (SPP)
and self-proclaimed owner of every-
thing is facing massive resistance
in almost all cities and townships
around Serbia.

The unprecedented mass demon-
strations of students and citizens
virtually across the whole Serbia
began soon after the catastrophic
collapse of the roof extension of the
recently refurbished railroad sta-

tion in Novi Sad, the second largest
Serbian city, which claimed 15 inno-
cent lives, including children, on 1st
November 2024.

Vucic has many times previously
managed to get away with criminal
affairs associated with him or mem-
bers of his inner circle, but this time
the citizens’ tolerance tanks finally
overflowed, and he was surprised to
find his “magic” (or ruthless meth-
ods of manipulation) could not ex-
tinguish the fires any more.

What is awaiting the people of
Serbia, totally engulfed in strikes
and blockades from university stu-
dents, their younger colleagues
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from secondary schools, profes-
sors, teachers, attorneys, peasants
and ordinary citizens? We must
roll back the time for some 13 years
when the parliamentary and presi-
dential elections were won for the
first time by the Serbian Progres-
sive Party (SPP), the bastard organ-
isation that evolved from the ultra-
nationalist Serbian Radical Party of
the notorious Vojislav Seselj.

It is worth pointing out that
“Western friends” helped SPP to
win the elections, because they felt
that the incumbent president Boris
Tadic (Democratic Party) was be-
ing too stubborn regarding the rec-




Bloody hands, the main symbol ofthe
demonstratos, represent the corrup-
tion of the Serbian goverrnment

Students, not political parties, are spearheading the Serbian protests

ognition of Kosovo. The Serbian vot-
ers abandoned him because he was
weak, corrupt and incapable.
Congratulations for the victory of
SPP and their candidate started to
come in from major western capitals
before the polling stations closed.
However, it should be remem-
bered that the 2012 presidential and
parliamentary elections in Serbia
were the last to be held under fair
conditions and without cheating.
During the 13 years that followed,
Vuchic seized virtually all the as-
pects of state — legislative, judiciary
and executive — ensuring the total
control and domination. He quickly

masermined the electoral system by
calling fresh elections almost every
year — usually to cover up numer-
ous blunders and scandals of the his
government. Simply, Vuchic thrived
in a useless election circus — with
endless campaigns that appealed to
his primitive and poorly educated
voters, for whom he seemed invin-
cible and caring. He always remem-
bered to hand out illegal bribes and
freebies before the elections.
Nobody from the opposition ranks
questioned his real constitution-
al powers that are only of protoco-
lary nature, much like those of the
British monarch. The catastrophe

ColdType | February 2025 | www.coldtype.net 53




in Novi Sad had inflamed the whole
country, with students demanding
wide-ranging criminal prosecutions
of those responsible for technical
failings and government corruption,
leading to the top (Vuchic).

Since November 1, only two minis-
ters resigned (but were not thrown
in jail). Then, on January 28, the
prime minister resigned, along with
the mayor of Novi Sad. The people
in the streets very well know that
these two Vuchic’s pawns are his
“sacrificial lambs” and he is mistak-
en if he thinks the problem is solved.

H ere we need to draw a parallel

with the events of October 5, 2000,
when the previous communist dic-
tator Slobodan Milosevic was over-
thrown by the mass street protests,
following election fraud. All previous
efforts to oust him from 1991 until
2000 were unsuccessful. To this day
many people don’t understand how
the change was achieved. There are
two major factors involved, without
it would be impossible:

1. Support for the opposition with
funds and “know how” from the
West;

2. A switch in support from the
security forces tothe opposition
(negotiated in advance). The funds
spent on support of the opposition
was equal to one day’s expenditure
during the 88 days NATO bombing
in early 1999 over Kosovo.

Nobody should have any illusions
that the current mass protests of
students and citizens will be able to
precipitate the change of the hated
regime. That will happen only when
and if the “Western friends” decide
not to back our “son of the bitch,”
as Truman said. It is not happen-
ing now, since these “friends” are
guided solely by their own selfish
interests.

For example, French president
Macron sold Vuchic a fleet of totally

School activist Eve-Ann Stojanovic in

the street protest holding the famous
book 71984 by George Orwell

unnecessary Raffale fighter jets,
and is awaiting a major contract
for building the Belgrade under-
ground. Former German Chancel-
lor Scholz, through an agreement
with Vuchic, was trying to open a
poisonous lithium mine in the beau-
tiful western Serbia’s agricultural
area — to aid Germany’s stumbling
electric car manufacturers. And the
new-old American president Trump
last year delegated to his son-in-law
a building project of the Trump ho-
tel on the site of the NATO-bombed
Ministry of Defence in downtown
Belgrade. It remains yet to be seen
what the British will demand from
Serbia.

Not only the “Western friends”
were involved; the Chinese state
bought several large factories and
land in Serbia, in addition to giving
huge loans to the Serbian govern-
ment outside the view of established
international mechanisms. Chinese
fingers were also involved in sever-
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alinfrastructural projects in Serbia,
including the revitalisation of the
railroads and the Novi Sad railway
station. It seems that the Serbian
national interests are only used as
spare change in dirty games of the
international players.

Vuchic is not ideologically driven
and changed his views according to
the needs — from ultra-nationalist to
pro-European values and is a good
friend of George Soros. His “child”
SPP was at the same time leftist and
conservative, patriotic and interna-
tionalist, democratic and autocratic
— catch all the fools.

He offered to have dialogue with
the students, but it was rejected im-
mediately. The students’ demands
are simple: the judiciary must pros-
ecute the culprits without delay.

An exit strategy from the crisis is
to form a temporary government of
experts, which would be given six
months to appoint new prosecutors
and judges and to change the elec-
toral rules to prevent any type of
fraud. It would be followed by fair
general elections.

This is the option that Vuchic
has vowed never to accept. How-
ever, that is the rhetoric that he
used many times in the past, before
agreeing to many “red lines” that
he would not cross in his interna-
tional and domestic manoeuvring.
Prudence, knowledge and contem-
porary communications skills of the
students are their tools to achieve
the change. That is why Vuchic can-
not understand why his old methods
are useless now. CcT

Srdjan Stojanovic is an activist,
writer, journalist and book
publisher who lives in Belgrade,
Serbia. He holds a Master

of Science in Media and
Communications from the London
School of Economics and Political
Science and Master of Philosophy
in Media History from the
University of Westminster.



LAST WORDS | CAITLIN JOHNSTONE

They don’tjust tell us how to think,
they train us what to think

rom grade school we are fed a framework for
thinking about the world whose premises are
fraudulent. Any analysis which does not take
place within that framework is portrayed as
ignorant at best and dangerous extremism at worst.

Before we come up with a thought of our own about
politics, we are trained to assume that elections are
real and that the official democratically elected gov-
ernment is the only power structure calling the shots
in our country. We are trained to assume that deci-
sions get made in our government based on how peo-
ple vote in elections between opposing parties that
promote the most popular positions on important is-
sues in order to win votes.

Before we come up with a thought of our own about
government, we are trained to assume that if we
have a problem with the way things are going, there
are official channels through which
the powerful can be held to account
and real changes can be made. The
fact that we are actually ruled by
unelected plutocrats and empire man-
agers who often have no position in
the official government is never seri-
ously entertained.

Before we come up with a thought
of our own about the media, we are
trained to assume that we live in a
free country with a free press instead
of a dystopian civilisation where news media func-
tion as the propaganda services of our rulers. We are
trained to assume that while some parts of the media
may have obvious biases regarding which political
faction they favour, it’s still possible to get a more or
less accurate read on what’s happening in the world
by listening to both sides of that ideological divide.
None of this is true, but it’s the framework in which

all mainstream analysis of the western media occurs.

Before we come up with a thought of our own about
foreign policy, we are trained to assume that the US
and its allies are a force for good in this world, and
that all the stories we hear about the governments
and groups it works to destroy are more or less true.
We are trained to assume that while the western
power structure is imperfect and might make mis-
takes, it must never stop tyrannising foreigners, be-

cause if it does, the bad guys might win. The easily
quantifiable fact that the US-centralised empire is
the most tyrannical and abusive power structure on
earth never enters into the discussion.

This is the framework for thinking about the world
that people are trained to espouse, first in school,
and then throughout their lives by the mass media. If
they go to university, as the most powerful people in
our society typically do, then this framework is ham-
mered home far more aggressively— especially in the
most esteemed universities that the so-called “elite”
tend to come from.

No thoughts which arise from outside this frame-
work are taken seriously in mainstream politics,
media, or academia. They might occasionally be en-
tertained by friends between chuckles on a podcast,
but they are kept in the margins. This is reinforced
by the way people learn that in or-
der to ascend to influence and suc-
cess they need to adhere to a specific
way of thinking, thereby ensuring
that all the most influential voices
align with the authorised framework
as well.

Ferocious disagreement is permit-
ted, but before the debate even begins
everyone involved needs to adhere to
the assumptions of the official frame-
work. After that you can argue as pas-
sionately as you like with the other side of this manu-
factured divide, because your ideas cannot pose any
serious threat to your rulers.

And this is why the world looks the way it looks: be-
cause powerful people have been so successful at ma-
nipulating the way the public thinks. Our minds are
inundated with propaganda telling us what to think,
and they are shaped and programmed how to think
about any new information they might come across.

We are herded like livestock away from thoughts
of revolution and change, led by tightly controlled
minds the way a bull is led by the ring on its nose.

Once you see how pervasive the conditioning is,
you understand why getting real revolutionary move-
ments going faces so much inertia. We won’t be able
to free ourselves until we find a way to free our
minds. CT
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