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era when Philip Morris and R.J. 
Reynolds owned the world’s lead-
ing food companies.” Further, “the 
foods that they sold were far more 
likely to be hyper-palatable than 
similar foods not owned by tobacco 
companies.”

Many of these ultra-processed 
foods are specially marketed to 
children, which in turn can change 
their brain chemistry to desire 
those foods for life. According to 
a paper published in Science Dai-
ly, “The current obesity epidem-
ic is due, in part, to hormonal re-
sponses to changes in food quality: 
in particular, high-glycemic load 
foods, which fundamentally change 
metabolism.” 

Today we would be appalled at 
the idea of marketing tobacco to 
children, but the same companies 
pushed addictive foods onto kids, 
and even though Big Tobacco is no 
longer in the business of food, its 
practices remain widespread.

NEWS | VIEWS | OPINIONS

eager to figure out how best to milk 
people who might be losing their 
taste for the plentiful calories that 
food producers got them hooked on 
in the first place.

It’s not a conspiracy theory that 
food addiction is a tool of corporate 
profiteering. Consider that tobac-
co companies, upon being regulat-
ed out of the business of addictive 
smoking, turned their sights onto 
addictive eating. The Washing-
ton Post’s health columnist, Ana-
had O’Connor wrote, “In America, 
the steepest increase in the preva-
lence of hyper-palatable foods oc-
curred between 1988 and 2001 – the 

I N S I G H T S

➤�SONALI KOLHATKAR

Drug companies feast  
on weight-loss profits

M anufacturers of the new 
weight-loss drugs that 
have taken the nation by 
storm are salivating at 

the prospect of how best to extract 
profits from people. What Americans 
eat, how they diet and exercise, what 
nutritional supplements they take, 
the sugar content of their sodas, the 
high fructose corn syrup in their pro-
cessed foods, and the price of their 
diabetes medication have long been 
objects of endless gambling on Wall 
Street. Now, with drugs like Moun-
jaro, Wegovy, and Ozempic in the 
mix, new vistas of corporate exploita-
tion have opened up. Companies are 
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while the solutions being offered 
are individualised, often spawning 
lucrative industries of their own.

Alongside the aggressive mar-
keting of hyper-palatable foods is 
a massively profitable weight-loss 
industry that preys upon individu-
al shame to the tune of more than 
$60-billion a year. In fact, some of 
the same companies pushing high-
calorie foods are in the business of 
weight loss.

With the advent of the new revo-
lutionary weight-loss drugs, watch-
ing the industry reconfigure itself is 
fascinating. According to the Wall 
Street Journal, “Since drugs such 
as Mounjaro, Wegovy, and Ozempic 
became sensations last year, Wall 
Street has rushed to work out just 

The harmful impacts of un-
healthy foods also fall dispropor-
tionately along racial lines, with 
aggressive marketing aimed at 
communities of colour. Black chil-
dren, in particular, are subjected 
to significantly greater advertising 
of high-calorie addictive foods than 
their white peers.

As obesity rates have risen in 
the US, there is an all-too-familiar 
blame game that individualises the 
harm being caused by a capital-
ist system that thrives off of addic-
tion. Doctors warn people strug-
gling to manage their weight that 
they must simply restrict their in-
take of calories while expending 
more calories through rigorous ex-
ercise. High-profile reality shows 
such as The Biggest Loser have ce-
mented the narrative that obesity is 
the result of individuals not being 
able to manage their urges to eat. 
And American pop culture’s obses-
sion with increasingly unattaina-
ble thinness generates shame spi-
rals among individuals and further 
fuels the idea that people are fat 
simply because they are too weak 
to control themselves. Meanwhile, 
there are few, if any, government 
regulations on unhealthy foods in 
the US.

There’s a similar analogy to be 
found in personal finance. American 
culture is steeped in the myth of a 
meritocracy where people strug-
gling to make ends meet are blamed 
for simply not being good managers 
of money and where well-meaning 
budgeting guides are offered with-
out the broader context of rising in-
equality, suppressed wages, bloated 
student debt, and inflation.

The causes of both, obesity and 
wealth inequality, are systemic, 

programmes like WeightWatchers, 
will the traditional weight-loss in-
dustry go out of business?

Today, the manufacturers of 
weight-loss drugs are clear winners 
in the changing landscape of food 
consumption and weight, charg-
ing tens of thousands of dollars for 
a year’s supply, and ensuring that 
only the wealthy have access to 
the thinness that our culture cel-
ebrates. Not only do the high price 
tags keep these drugs out of the 
hands of low-income people strug-
gling to manage their weight, but 
also out of the hands of diabetics 
whom the drugs were originally 
meant for.

The capitalist maxim of higher 
demand fuelling higher prices is 
very much at work here. If Ozem-
pic for example, could have a price 
tag of only $57 a year its manufac-
turer Novo Nordisk would still reap 
a profit. Instead, it is being sold in 
the US for a whopping $11,600 a 
year simply because the company 
can charge an arm and a leg, en-
suring that the drugs remain in the 
hands of the wealthy while tidying 
up a nice profit for Novo Nordisk’s 
shareholders.

Eventually, however, the prices 
will come down once the elite mar-
ket for the drugs saturates. And 
drug manufacturers are already 
busy ensuring their future market 
share by pushing doctors to pre-
scribe the drugs widely. One obe-
sity expert named Dr. Lee Kaplan, 
who received $1.4-million from 
Novo Nordisk, told his fellow phy-
sicians, “We are going to have to 
use these medications…for as long 
as the body wants to have obesity.” 
What he didn’t say out loud was 
that there will be obesity for as long 
as food manufacturers market and 
sell junk foods.

how disruptive the drugs, called  
GLP-1s, might be.” By “disrup-
tive,” the Journal is referring to a 
discouraging trend in food indus-
try profits. If weight-loss drugs 
curb appetite, who will buy enough 
Krispy Kreme donuts to keep the 
sugar-peddling company in busi-
ness? That’s a big worry for corpo-
rate CEOs and shareholders.

Another story in the Journal la-
mented the impact of these drugs 
on the weight-loss industry “which 
long pushed calorie-counting and 
willpower,” and are now “grappling 
with the surging popularity of new 
drugs.” If weight-loss drugs curb 
appetite without expensive gym 
memberships, supplements, and 
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Ultimately, our individual appe-

tites and waistlines are pawns in 
the highly lucrative game of profit 
extraction that private companies 
and industries play. It is in the in-
terest of drug manufacturers that 
Americans remain hooked on hy-
per-palatable high-calorie foods 
so that a market exists for their 
weight-loss drugs. The ultra-pro-
cessed food industry is becoming 
symbiotic with the weight-loss drug 
industry. The former ensures we 

eat poorly and the latter is there to 
feed off our shame.  CT

Sonali Kolhatkar is the founder, host 
and executive producer of “Rising 
Up With Sonali,” a television 
and radio show that airs on Free 
Speech TV (Dish Network, DirecTV, 
Roku) and Pacifica stations KPFK, 
KPFA, and affiliates.

This article was produced by 
Economy for All, a project of the In-
dependent Media Institute.

➤�MATT KENNARD

UK spy planes fly 200 
missions over Gaza

A British Shadow R1 spy plane in flight 

T he Royal Air Force (RAF) 
has flown 200 surveil-
lance flights over Gaza 
since December, it can be 
revealed.

The UK government refused to 
give any details about the flights 
which began on December 3 but De-

classified has independently con-
structed a timeline.

The extraordinary number of 
missions over the past five months 
works out at well over a flight per 
day and continues as Israel invades 
the supposedly “safe” southern city 
of Rafah.

March saw the highest number of 
British spy flights over Gaza with 
44 missions.

The new information comes amid 
speculation that the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) is set to is-
sue arrest warrants for Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his ministers. Brit-
ish officials could also face prosecu-
tion for complicity in war crimes, 
including defence secretary Grant 
Shapps.

All the British spy flights have 
taken off from RAF Akrotiri, the 
UK’s sprawling air base on Cyprus, 
and have been in the air for around 
six hours. 

Gaza sits around 30 minutes 
flight time from the base so it is 
likely the RAF has gathered around 
1,000 hours of surveillance footage 
over Gaza.

A British spy flight was in the air 
on Monday April 1 when three Brit-
ons were killed in an Israeli strike 
on aid workers in Gaza. 

John Chapman, 57, James Hen-
derson, 33, and James Kirby, 47, 
were among seven World Central 
Kitchen workers killed in the tar-
geted assassination. 

On that Monday, a UK spy plane 
departed Akrotiri at 5pm local time 
and arrived back at the base at 
10:49pm. The Israeli airstrikes are 
believed to have taken place soon 
after 10.30pm.

Israel has not released its full 
footage from the incident.

A UK spy plane has also landed 
in Israel. On February 13, a British 
Shadow R1 plane flew from Akroti-
ri to Beersheba, Israel, arriving at 
12.15pm local time. It stayed for two 
hours before flying back to the UK 
base on Cyprus.  

The purpose of the visit is un-
clear, but Beersheba, an Israeli city 
in the Negev desert, is home to the 
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Israeli Air Force’s Nevatim base. 
This base has been the central node 
the US has used to deliver bombs 
and other weapons to Israel for its 
attack on Gaza.

The UK Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) announced on 2 December 
that it would begin surveillance 
flights over Gaza “in support of the 
ongoing hostage rescue activity”. 

“The safety of British nationals 
is our utmost priority,” the depart-
ment said. “Surveillance aircraft 
will be unarmed, do not have a com-
bat role, and will be tasked solely to 
locate hostages”. 

It added: “Only information relat-
ing to hostage rescue will be passed 
to the relevant authorities responsi-
ble for hostage rescue.”

In a debate shortly after this an-
nouncement, Shapps was asked by 
five different MPs whether he would 
share footage from the flights with 
the ICC, if it showed evidence of 
war crimes. Each time he gave an 
evasive answer. Last week, when 
asked again by another MP, the 
MoD appeared to deny that any 
footage had been shared with the 
court. It also refused to comment 
on whether the aircraft had filmed 
mass graves being built at Nasser 
and al-Shifa hospitals.

Defence minister Leo Docherty 
would only say: “The unarmed UK 
reconnaissance aircraft are em-
ployed solely for the purpose of lo-
cating the remaining hostages.”

But the extraordinary number of 
flights, and the fact that they start-
ed nearly two months after the hos-
tages were taken, raises suspicions 
that the UK is not collecting intelli-
gence solely for this purpose. 

Israeli forces are also on the 
ground in Gaza, and notoriously 
have wide-ranging surveillance ca-
pabilities in the territory. It is un-

clear what Britain’s R1s can add to 
the hostage rescue mission.

Foreign secretary David Cam-
eron confirmed in January that 
Hamas holds just two British na-
tionals among its remaining 132 
hostages. 

They are understood to be Nadav 
Popplewell and another unnamed 
individual. Their families have 
urged Israel to reach a deal with 
Hamas to secure their release.

Early in may Hamas agreed to 
a ceasefire that would have seen 
hostages freed, but Benjamin 
Netanyahu refused to back the 
deal. 

The Shadow R1 is known as an 
intelligence, surveillance, target 
acquisition and reconnaissance 
(ISTAR) aircraft.

It is operated by the UK military’s 
No.14 Squadron, which is based at 
RAF Waddington in Lincolnshire, 

in the east of England. 
The UK military recently award-

ed a £110-million contract to the 
plane’s manufacturer, US weapons 
company Raytheon, to update the 
aircraft and increase the British 
fleet from six to eight. 

British R1 planes flying over Gaza 
have also made frequent trips to It-
aly for reasons that remain unclear.

Five planes have departed for 
Bari, while other planes landed in 
Brindisi, Naples and Rome. The R1 
vehicles have also been doing near-
ly daily flights around RAF Ak-
rotiri, which appear to be practice 
runs.  CT

Matt Kennard is chief investigator 
at Declassified UK. He was a fellow 
and then director at the Centre 
for Investigative Journalism in 
London. Follow him on Twitter  
@kennardmatt

➤�BINOY KAMPMARK

The brutal sentencing  
of a whistleblower

S ometimes, it’s best not to 
leave the issue of justice to 
the judges. They do what 
they must: consult the stat-
utes, test the rivers of pow-

er, and hope that their ruling will not 
be subject to appeal. David McBride, 
the man who revealed that Austral-
ia’s special forces in Afghanistan 
had dimmed and muddied before ex-
haustion, committed atrocities and 
faced a compromised chain of com-
mand, was condemned on May 14 to 
a prison term of five years and eight 
months.

Without McBride’s feats, there 
would have been no Afghan Files 
published by the ABC.  The Brere-
ton Inquiry, established to investi-
gate alleged war crimes, would most 
likely have never been launched.  
(That notable document subse-
quently identified 39 instances of al-
leged unlawful killings of Afghan 
civilians by members of the special 
forces.) 

In an affidavit, McBride explained 
how he wished Australians to real-
ise that “Afghan civilians were be-
ing murdered and that Australian 
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an order: don’t disclose this 
stuff, but he bled, and did 
the right thing, to use his 
language, and the question 
is does the fact that he’s in 
breach of orders mean that 
he’s in breach of his duty, so 
that he’s got no defence?”  
The answer from the Chief 
Justice was curt: Mossop’s 
ruling was “not obviously 
wrong.”

With few options, a guilty 
plea was entered to three 
charges.  Left at the mercy 
of Justice Mossop, the puni-
tive sentence shocked many 
of McBride’s supporters.  

The judge thought McBride of “good 
character” but possessed by a ma-
nia “with the correctness of his own 
opinions”.  He suffered from a “mis-
guided self-belief” and “was unable 
to operate within the legal frame-
work that his duty required him to 
do”. 

The judge was cognisant of the 
Commonwealth’s concerns that dis-
closing such documents would dam-
age Australia’s standing with “for-
eign partners”, making them less 
inclined to share information.  He 
also rebuked McBride for copying 
the documents and storing them 
insecurely, leaving them vulner-
able to access from foreign powers.  
For all that, none of the identifiable 
risks had eventuated, and the Aus-
tralian Defence Force had “taken no 
steps” to investigate the matter.

This brutal flaying of McBride 
largely centres on clouding his per-
sonal reasons.  In a long tradition of 
mistreating whistleblowers, ques-
tions are asked as to why he decid-
ed to reveal the documents to the 
press.  Motivation has been mud-
dled with effect and affect. The bet-
ter question, asks Peter Greste, ex-

military leaders were 
at the very least turn-
ing the other way and 
at worst tacitly ap-
proving this behav-
iour”.  Furthermore 
“soldiers were being 
improperly prosecut-
ed as a smokescreen 
to cover [the leader-
ship’s] inaction and 
failure to hold repre-
hensible conduct to 
account.”

For taking and dis-
closing 235 documents 
from defence offices 
mainly located in the 
Australian Capital Territory (ACT), 
the former military lawyer was 
charged with five national securi-
ty offences.  He also found Austral-
ia’s whistleblowing laws feeble and 
fundamentally useless.  The Public 
Interest Disclosure Act 2013 (Cth) 
provided no immunity from pros-
ecution, a fact aided by grave warn-
ings from the Australian govern-
ment that vital evidence would be 
excluded from court deliberation on 
national security grounds.

Through the process, the Attorney-
General, Mark Dreyfus, could have 
intervened under Section 71 of the 
Judiciary Act 1903 (Cth), vesting the 
top legal officer in the country with 
powers to drop prosecutions against 
individuals charged with “an indict-
able offence against the laws of the 
Commonwealth”.  Dreyfus refused, 
arguing that such powers were only 
exercised in “very unusual and 
exceptional circumstances”.

At trial, chief counsel Trish Mc-
Donald SC, representing the gov-
ernment, made the astonishing 
claim that McBride had an absolute 

duty to obey orders flowing from 
the oath sworn to the sovereign. No 
public interest test could modify 
such a duty, a claim that would have 
surprised anyone familiar with 
the Nuremberg War Crimes tri-
als held in the aftermath of the Sec-
ond World War. “A soldier does not 
serve the sovereign by promising to 
do whatever the soldier thinks is in 
the public interest, even if contrary 
to the laws made by parliament.” To 
justify such a specious argument, 
authorities from the 19th century 
were consulted: “There is nothing 
so dangerous to the civil establish-
ment of the state as an undisci-
plined or reactionary army.” 

ACT Justice David Mossop tend-
ed to agree, declaring that, “There 
is no aspect of duty that allows the 
accused to act in the public interest 
contrary to a lawful order”. A val-
iant effort was subsequently made 
by McBride’s counsel, Steven Odg-
ers SC, to test the matter in the 
ACT Court of Appeal.  Chief Justice 
Lucy McCallum heard the follow-
ing submission from Odgers: “His 
only real argument is that what he 
did was the right thing. There was 

David McBride: Jailed after revealing details of atrocities 
committed by Australian special forces in Afghanistan
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➤�WILLIAM J. ASTORE

Mission creep hits  
Russia-Ukraine war

ecutive director of the Alliance for 
Journalists’ Freedom, is not exam-
ining the reasons for exposing such 
material but the revelations they 
disclose.  That, he argues, is where 
the public interest lies.  Unfortu-
nately, in Australia, tests of public 
interest all too often morph into a 
weapon fashioned to fanatically de-
fend government secrecy.

All that is left now is for Mc-
Bride’s defence team to appeal on 
the crucial subject of duty, some-
thing so curiously rigid in Austral-
ian legal doctrine.  “We think it’s 
an issue of national importance, in-
deed international importance, that 
a western nation has such as a nar-
row definition of duty,” argued his 
defence lawyer, Mark Davis.

John Kiriakou, formerly of the 

Central Intelligence Agency, was 
the only figure to be convicted, 
not of torture inflicted by his 
colleagues during the clownishly 
named War on Terror, but of 
exposing its practice. McBride is 
the only one to be convicted in the 
context of alleged Australian war 
crimes in Afghanistan, not for their 
commission, but for furnishing 
documentation exposing them, 
including the connivance of a 
sullied leadership.  The world of 
whistleblowing abounds with its 
sick ironies. CT

Binoy Kampmark was a 
Commonwealth Scholar at Selwyn 
College, Cambridge.  He currently 
lectures at RMIT University.  
Email: bkampmark@gmail.com

A recent headline from the 
New York Times shows mis-
sion creep for NATO in the 
“Russia-Ukraine War: As 

Russia Advances, NATO Considers 
Sending Trainers Into Ukraine”.

The move could draw the United 
States and Europe more directly 
into the war. The Biden administra-
tion continues to say there will be 
no American troops on the ground.

Recall that when Russia invaded 
Ukraine in its “special military op-
eration,” the initial response from 
the US and Nato was to provide de-
fensive weaponry like anti-tank mis-
siles and shoulder-launched SAMs. 

How quickly that escalated! US aid 
to Ukraine is now approaching $175- 
billion (both provided and promised 
by Congress) and included offensive 
weaponry, everything from long-
range missiles to main battle tanks 
to combat aircraft. Even so, Ukrain-
ian forces, attrited by Russia and 
its superior resources in manpower 
and especially in artillery shells, are 
losing this war. Hence the headline 
above about Nato sending “trainers” 
into Ukraine.

Of course, trainers are already 
there in Ukraine, so I suppose the 
headline means MORE trainers, and 
more openly. It’s the illogic of mili-

tary interventionism. As South Vi-
etnam was clearly losing its strug-
gle against North Vietnam and 
the NLF in the early 1960s, the 
US response was to send in more 
“trainers” while also supporting 
a coup against the Diem govern-
ment in 1963. The coup only exac-
erbated corruption and instability 
in South Vietnam and the “train-
ers” could do nothing to halt the 
slide, hence the decision by Presi-
dent Johnson in 1965 to commit US 
combat troops, a decision of great 
folly, a decision Johnson had said 
he wouldn’t make since he wasn’t 
about to send American boys to 
fight a war that the Vietnamese 
should fight for themselves.

So, when the Biden administra-
tion promises there’ll be no US 
troops on the ground in Ukraine, 
remember the Johnson administra-
tion made that same promise about 
Vietnam in an election year (1964), 
and quickly broke it after LBJ eas-
ily won the election.

“As Russia advances”: Might this 
not be a good time to foster diplo-
macy before Ukrainian units are 
forced to retreat further? Why con-
tinue to wage such an awful war 
when Ukraine has so little chance 
of achieving victory?

When its wars and military ad-
ventures go poorly, the top op-
tion reached for on that proverbial 
“table” by US officials is to esca-
late militarily. The option that’s 
reached for as a last resort, if at all, 
is diplomacy.

In the escalatory cycle of Ameri-
ca’s wars overseas, it so often starts 
with US meddling, foreign assis-
tance mainly in the form of weap-
ons and military training, followed 
by more weapons and trainers as 
events turn south, and ultimately 
the commitment of US troops un-
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til the loss can no longer be denied. 
Then the loss is typically spun as 
a “win” for our brave troops, who 
gave their all for freedom, even as 
those at home who tried to stop the 
war and save lives are attacked for 
allegedly stabbing our troops in the 
back.

T
V

 screenshot

requested the police to attack their 
students, but to no avail. 

The court application noted:  
“On May 4, 2024, McGill represent-
atives met with high-ranking rep-
resentatives of the SPVM at their 
headquarters on St-Urbain street, 
to inform the SPVM that it believed 
the Encampment was illegal, as per 
comments made by the Court in 
the judgment rendered on May 1st, 
2024, and to reiterate McGill’s con-
cerns regarding the safety, secu-
rity and public health risks at the 
Encampment. 

“During this meeting, the SPVM 
informed McGill that an interven-
tion would not occur in the short 
term, as their criteria for a police 
intervention were not met at that 
time. The SPVM suggested that 
McGill seek to resolve the situa-
tion peacefully over an undefined 
period of time, principally through 
dialogue with the Encampment 
participants.”

The McGill administration is re-
markably hostile to Palestine advo-
cacy. They refused to meet student 
hunger strikers calling for corporate 
divestment and severing ties to 
Israeli universities even after two 
were hospitalised last month. 

In November the administration 
announced it would terminate its 
Memorandum of Agreement with 
the Students’ Society of McGill 
University (SSMU), which regulates 
fees, use of name and other matters 
between the university and union 
after undergraduates voted 
overwhelmingly for the Policy 
Against Genocide in Palestine. In 
the largest referendum turnout 
in SSMU history, 78.7 percent 
of undergraduates called on the 
administration to sever ties with 

We’ve seen this movie before, 
and its ending is never pretty. CT

William J. Astore is a retired 
lieutenant colonel (USAF). He 
taught history for fifteen years at 
military and civilian schools. He 
writes at www.bracingviews.com.

E ven the Montreal po-
lice think the McGill 
University administra-
tion is too extreme in its 

anti-Palestinianism.
In an embarrassing setback Que-

bec Superior Court judge Marc St-
Pierre recently rejected McGill’s re-
quest for an emergency injunction 
to dismantle the student divestment 

encampment on its lower field, 
which is unused, but exceptional-
ly well situated in downtown Mon-
treal. The university sought a court 
ruling to force the Service de Po-
lice de la Ville de Montréal (SPVM) 
to intervene with force against the 
three-week-old encampment. In 
their application to the court McGill 
announced that they had repeatedly 

➤�YVES ENGLER

University told: Listen to 
the cops, talk to students

Pro-Palestinian protesters camp out at McGill University in the heart of down-
town Montreal
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“any corporations, institutions or 
individuals complicit in genocide, 
settler-colonialism, apartheid, 
or ethnic cleansing against 
Palestinians.”

Eighteen months earlier they also 
threatened to terminate their Mem-
orandum of Agreement with SSMU 
when 71 percent of undergraduates 
supported a Palestine Solidarity Pol-
icy that called for boycotting “cor-
porations and institutions complicit 
in settler-colonial apartheid against 
Palestinians.” 

In response rock legend Roger 
Waters, author Yann Martel, 
former MP Libby Davies, author 
Chris Hedges and 200 others 
signed a public letter criticising the 
administration’s threats as anti-
democratic and anti-Palestinian. 
On the eve of his 2022 performance 
at Montreal’s Bell Centre, Waters 

participated in a well publicised 
online rally critical of McGill’s 
administration.

Over the past decade the 
administration has repeatedly 
intervened to undercut Palestine 
solidarity. In 2016, for instance, they 
blitzed students to vote against an 
online confirmation poll after an in-
person SSMU General Assembly 
supported an Israel divestment 
motion.

The administration has engaged in 
other forms of anti-Palestinianism. 
Its representatives have repeatedly 
travelled to Israel and participated 
in events put on by the explicitly 
racist Jewish National Fund, which 
systematically discriminates against 
Palestinian citizens of Israel. In 
2018 they gave arch anti-Palestinian 

HURWITT’S EYE  / MARK HURWITT

activist Hillel Neuer, head of UN 
Watch, an honorary degree.

The Montréal university has 
also had a series of accords with 
Tel Aviv University, which recently 
signed a $4-million, three-year deal 
with the military to train hundreds 
of soldiers, as detailed in an October 
972 Magazine article headlined “It’ll 
turn campus into an army base: 
Tel Aviv University (TAU) to host 
soldiers’ program”. 

McGill also has ties to Technion, 
which is the Israeli university with 
the greatest ties to the military. 
“Technion has all but enlisted itself 
in the Israeli armed forces”, noted a 
pamphlet by New Yorkers Against 
the Cornell-Technion Partnership. 
Technion, for instance, developed a 
remote-controlled bulldozer, which 
the IDF uses to demolish Palestin-
ian homes.

Two days after the court rejected 
their emergency injunction 
McGill announced it would seek a 
new court order to dismantle an 
encampment with over 100 tents (a 
previous injunction requested by a 
Zionist lawyer also failed). Instead 
of negotiating with protesters 
whose demands have broad support 
among the university community, 
the administration wants to force 
the police to intervene.

In response, students campers 
chant “Genocide isn’t funny, 
students over donor money” and 
“Disclose, Divest we will not stop we 
will not rest.”

Perhaps the McGill admin should 
listen to the cops. Talk to the 
students. Negotiate. Compromise. 
Settle peacefully.  CT

Yves Engler is a Montreal-based 
activist and author. His latest book 
is Canada’s Long Fight Against 
Democracy (with Owen Schalk)
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T here is one thing we should all be able to 
agree with Benjamin Netanyahu on: Any 
comparison between Israel’s war crimes and 
those of Hamas is, as the Israeli prime min-

ister put it, “absurd and false” and a “distortion of 
reality”.

Here’s why:
l Israeli war crimes have been ongoing for more 

than seven decades, long predating 
Hamas’ creation.

l Israel has kept the Palestin-
ians of Gaza caged into a con-
centration camp for the past 17 
years, denying them connec-
tion to the outside world and 
the essentials of life. Hamas 
managed to besiege a small 
part of Israel for one day, on 
October 7.

l For every Israeli killed by 
Hamas on October 7, Israel has 
slaughtered at least 35 times that 
number of Palestinians. Similar kill-
ratios grossly skewed in Israel’s favour 
have been true for decades.

l Israel has killed more than 15,000 Palestinian 
children since October – and many tens of thou-
sands more Palestinian children are missing under 
rubble, maimed or orphaned. By early April, Israel 
had killed a further 114 children in the West Bank 
and injured 725 more. Hamas killed a total of 33 Is-
raeli children on October 7.

l Israel has laid waste to Gaza’s entire health sec-
tor. It has bombed its hospitals, and killed, beaten 
and kidnapped many hundreds of medical person-
nel. Hamas has not attacked one Israeli hospital.

l Israel has killed more than 100 journalists in 
Gaza and more than 250 aid workers. It has also 

kidnapped a further 40 journalists. Most are pre-
sumed to have been taken to a secret detention facil-
ity where torture is rife. Hamas is reported to have 
killed one Israeli journalist on October 7, and no 
known aid workers.

l Israel is actively starving Gaza’s population by 
denying it food, water and aid. That is a power – a 
genocidal one – Hamas could only ever dream of.

l Israel has been forcibly removing Pales-
tinians from their lands for more than 

76 years to build illegal Jewish settle-
ments in their place. Hamas has not 

been able to ethnically cleanse a 
single Israeli, nor build a single 
Palestinian settlement on Israeli 
land.

l Some 750,000 Palestinians 
are reported to have been taken 
hostage and jailed by Israel since 

1967 – an unwelcome rite of pas-
sage for Palestinian men and boys 

and one in which torture is routine 
and military trials ensure a near-100% 

conviction rate. Until October 7, Hamas had 
only ever managed to take hostage a handful of the 

Israeli soldiers whose job is to oppress Palestinians.
l And, while Hamas is designated a terrorist or-

ganisation by western states, those same western 
states laud Israel, fund and arm it, and provide it 
with diplomatic cover, even as the World Court rules 
that a plausible case has been made it is committing 
a genocide in Gaza.

Yes, Netanyahu is right. There is no comparison at 
all.  CT

Jonathan Cook is an award-winning British 
journalist, who was based in Nazareth, Israel, 
 for 20 years before returning to the UK in 2021

➤� IN PASSING

Israel’s Netanyahu  
is right, for once
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I ncredibly the Israeli genocide 
in Gaza is now reaching new 
heights of violence. Casual-
ty figures are not coming in, 
as the attacks are so bad that 

bodies cannot be recovered, med-
ics cannot travel and there are al-
most no medical facilities operation-
al now anyway.

We now see that the Western in-
junctions not to attack Rafah were 
a smokescreen of lies to mask com-
plicity. The final pocket of Gaza is 
being ruthlessly ethnically cleansed 
and its infrastructure will be de-
stroyed like all the rest.

It is striking that this is accom-
panied by an absolutely shameless 
doubling down of support for Israel 
by the Western political and media 
classes. 

Any thought that their isolation 
from the vast breadth of public opin-
ion would give them pause, must be 
abandoned. Their Zionist lobby pay-
masters have jerked the chain, and 
rather than rowing back, we are 
seeing a redoubling of their efforts 
to suppress dissent and obscure the 
truth.

Some of this shameless distor-
tion is so dissonant with the alleged 

➤�CRAIG MURRAY

Participants  
in genocide
In obedience to Israel, the Western political and media class is isolating itself 
from public opinion on Gaza in ways hard to believe. Here are a few examples

norms of Western society it is al-
most impossible to believe it is hap-
pening. Here are a few examples.

ONE – Dr. Ghassan Abu Sitta is a 
highly respected reconstructive 
surgeon who continued to work he-
roically and tirelessly in Al Shi-
fa hospital, carrying out operation 
after operation, mostly on wom-
en and children, as the hospital 
was shelled, strafed and machine 
gunned around him.

He was already a surgeon of 
great distinction, based in Glasgow 
where he is now rector of Glasgow 
University.

When Germany banned him from 
entering to address the conference 
on Palestine from which Yanis Var-
oufakis and others were also barred, 

it appeared perhaps as a one-off ac-
tion as part of Germany’s extreme 
and panicked reaction to pro-Pales-
tinian expression.

We have come to understand that 
Germany has a vicious hatred of 
Palestinians, remarkably based on 
the psychological trauma of inher-
ited guilt from the Holocaust. While 
this is a muddled national psychosis 
that is plainly immoral and wrong-
headed, at least it is possible to have 
some understanding of how it occur- 
red.

But it then turned out that the 
travel ban slapped on Dr. Abu Sitta 
by Germany had a Schengen-wide 
effect as he was also banned from 
France. That appeared again to be 
something that was almost a tech-
nical accident as regards the rest of 
Europe.

But the Western political estab-
lishment then banned him from 
the Netherlands, and this time the 
Dutch government made it clear that 
it supports the ban, and is not just 
caught by a Schengen restriction.

[On May 14, the ICJ overturned the 
Schengen-wide travel ban on Abbu 
Sittu, Middle East Eye reports.]

So the major governments of the 

Their Zionist lobby 
paymasters have jerked 
the chain, and rather 
than rowing back,  
we are seeing a 
redoubling of their efforts 
to obscure the truth
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European Union tried to forbid a 
distinguished surgeon from giv-
ing first-hand medical evidence of 
the genocide taking place. I cannot 
think of anything that more sharp-
ly exposes the willingness of the 
Western political class to abandon 
the most basic tenets of supposed 
“Western democracy” in the inter-
ests of Israel.

TWO – The willingness of the Unit-
ed States to use extreme violence 
against pro-Palestinian students on 
college campuses is another demon-
stration of the same abandonment of 
the pretence of democracy when it 
comes to Israel.

It also illustrates what has come 
to be a serious generational divide 
in Western public opinion, with 
young people very strongly motivat-
ed to oppose the genocide (which is 

not to say that older people are pro-
genocide, just that they are more 
split, particularly in the US).

This is being followed up with yet 
more crazed pro-Israeli legislation 
in the United States, seeking to des-
ignate anti-genocide and pro-Pales-
tinian expression on campuses as 
anti-Semitic and thus illegal.

In many ways this typifies the re-
action of the ruling class across the 
West. Their reaction to suddenly be-
ing exposed as the paid servants of 
an Israel which no longer has pop-

ular support and now causes pub-
lic revulsion, is simply to attempt 
to ban free expression and make it 
specifically illegal to disagree with 
them.

THREE – The British Labour Party 
has gone even madder. Keir Starm-
er’s Genocide Party is an outstand-
ing example of the success of the Is-
raeli lobby in buying up both sides 
of the aisle and controlling the en-
tire neoliberal uniparty that pos-
es as the repository of democratic 
“choice” in the West.

Starmer had been doing his best to 
conceal his explicitly expressed “un-
equivocal support for Israel” lately, 
and to row back from his straight-
forward assertion that Israel has the 
right to cut off food and water from 
the population of Gaza. 

There had been a fake shift, from 

Keir Starmer’s Genocide 
Party is an example of 
the success of the Israeli 
lobby in buying up  
both sides of the aisle
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refusing to countenance the word 
“ceasefire” to supporting a tempo-
rary ceasefire or a “sustainable” 
ceasefire – the latter being code for 
a ceasefire after Israel had achieved 
all its ethnic cleansing objectives.

But then David Lammy, the UK’s’s 
shadow secretary of state for for-
eign affairs, blew this out of the wa-
ter with an address to US Republi-
can senators in which he made the 
totally bonkers assertion that Nel-
son Mandela would have opposed 
the college protests for Palestine. 
Lammy is one of the ultimate exam-
ples of the politician whose voice is 
bought. But this was a move far be-
yond the pale.

FOUR – Even today, the Western me-
dia continues to spout Israeli prop-
aganda at mains pressure. The 
Guardian, despite the thousands 
and thousands of dead women and 
children we have seen on our mobile 
phones this past seven months, con-
tinues to pretend that the genocidal 
attack is on “Hamas militants.”

The bombing and shelling of ci-
vilians in tents is still described as 
“clashes.” This propaganda really 
does not wash any more, though it 
may reinforce the morale of hard-
ened Zionists. Everybody else has 
seen through it months ago. Yet still 
they persist.

FIVE – The endgame is becoming ap-
parent. The United States is com-
pleting its floating harbour for Gaza, 
and Israel has gained control of the 
Rafah crossing into Egypt, giving 
the US and Israel total control of en-
try points into Gaza. 

Israel has announced that the 
Rafah crossing is to be handed over 
to a US mercenary force. The US 
can then say it is complying with US 
President Joe Biden’s pledge not to 
put US forces’ boots on the ground in 
Gaza, while actually taking control.

The US has justified the Israeli at-
tack on Rafah as a “limited military 

operation,” thus claiming it does not 
violate Biden’s purported “red line,” 
even though Israel has ordered over 
a million displaced people in Rafah 
to evacuate again, to nowhere.

The only possible conclusion from 
all of this is to reinforce my analysis 
that the Zionist political and media 
classes in the West, including Biden, 
Starmer, US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, French 
President Emmanuel Macron, UK 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, Ger-
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Euro-
pean Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, are active and will-
ing participants in a programme of 

genocide.
They had numerous opportunities 

to turn back. We all saw what was 
happening months ago. 

The endgame remains the pro-
cessing of the remaining Palestin-
ian population out of Gaza through 
the US-controlled points of the 
Rafah crossing and the floating har-
bour, primarily into camps in the  
Sinai desert. The Western powers 
are doubling down on their genocide 
and on their colonial project.

I see nothing whatsoever that in-
dicates they can have any other 
long-term objective in mind than the 
complete Israeli annexation of Gaza 
minus its civilian population. What 
do you see? CT

Craig Murray is an author, broad-
caster and human rights activist. 
He was British ambassador to 
Uzbekistan from August 2002 to 
October 2004 and rector of the 
University of Dundee from 2007 
to 2010. His coverage is entirely 
dependent on reader support.  
This article was first published  
at www.craigmurray.org.uk

This propaganda really 
does not wash any  
more, though it may 
reinforce the morale 
of hardened Zionists. 
Everybody else has seen 
through it months ago

Protesters hold effigies of Labour Party leaders Keir Starmer, David Lammy and 
Angela Raynor at London’s rally against arming Israel on May 18

S
teve Eason
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ISRAEL’S USE 
OF AI-DRIVEN 
WARFARE
AUTOMATING
GENOCIDE
AUTOMATING
GENOCIDE

FEB 2024SOURCES bit.ly/vp-AIgenocide
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O n a misty November 
morning 21 years ago, I 
was desperately trying 
to remain camouflaged. 
Concealed in the foliage 

of an orange grove in Israel’s rural 
Galilee, I hurriedly took photos of a 
drab concrete building not marked 
on any map.

Even the original road sign iden-
tifying the site as Facility 1391 had 
been removed after a local Haaretz 
newspaper investigation revealed it 
housed a secret prison.

I was the first foreign journal-
ist to track down Facility 1391, most 
of it hidden within a heavily forti-
fied complex built in the 1930s to 
suppress resistance to British rule 
in Palestine. 

For decades, Israel had  secretly 
held  mostly Arab foreign nationals 
captive at the site, unknown to the 
Israeli courts, the Red Cross and hu-
man rights groups. Many were Leb-
anese citizens kidnapped during Is-
rael’s 18-year occupation of southern 

Lebanon. But there were also Jor-
danians, Syrians, Egyptians and 
Iranians.

This site would soon be known as 
a “black site,” a term popularised by 
Washington’s invasion of Iraq  that 
year. Drawing on techniques re-
fined by Israel at Facility 1391, the 
US would, in the coming months 
and years, torture Iraqis and others 
at Abu Ghraib and Camp X-Ray in 
Guantanamo.

No one knew how many captives 
were held in Israel’s Facility 1391, 
how long they had been there or if 
there were more such prisons.

However, the first testimonies 
from inmates revealed horrifying 
conditions. For most of the time, 
they were kept in a state of sensory 
deprivation, made to wear blacked-
out goggles, except for when be-
ing tortured. In one case that  later 
came to court, a Lebanese captive 
had been sodomised with a baton 
by “Major George,” the facility’s 
torturer-in-chief.

Major George would go on to be-
come head of Israeli police relations 
with the Palestinian population of 
Jerusalem.

It was difficult not to recall Fa-
cility 1391 last month, as CNN pub-
lished an investigation into a new Is-
raeli secret prison, Sde Teiman. 

This prison was set up months ago 
to process not foreign nationals but 
thousands of Palestinian men and 
boys, victims of Israel’s occupation, 
seized from the streets of Gaza and 
the West Bank since Hamas carried 
out a one-day attack on October 7. 
Some 1,150 Israelis were killed and 
250 were dragged back into Gaza as 
hostages. 

As with Facility 1391, revelations 
of the horrors taking place at Isra-
el’s new black site have garnered 
barely any attention from the west-
ern media establishment.

CNN, known for  excising Israeli 
atrocities from its coverage on the 
orders of executives, should be ap-
plauded for finally doing what west-

➤�JONATHAN COOK

The message  
from Israel’s  
torture chambers  
is directed  
at all of us 
‘Black sites’ are about reminding those who have 
been colonised and enslaved that resistance is futile
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ern media often falsely claims is its 
role: holding power to account. 

Headlined “Strapped down, blind-
folded, held in diapers,” the lengthy 
article details the degrading, brutal 
conditions Palestinians kidnapped 
from Gaza and the West Bank are 
being subjected to.

The number of Palestinians pass-
ing through the secretive detention 
camp, located in the Negev desert, 
is unknown. But satellite photos 
show the site is rapidly expanding, 
presumably to accommodate ever 
more “prisoners”. 

Some Palestinians who have 
emerged, utterly broken from this 
incarceration system – where the 
world saw men and boys  being pa-
raded zip-tied, near-naked and 
blindfolded in Gaza’s streets and 
stadiums back in November and De-
cember – began telling of their ex-
periences months ago.

Predictably, the western media 
largely ignored the testimonies.

Even when staff from Sde Teiman 

started coming forward weeks ago 
to divulge horror stories, western 
outlets collectively yawned – apart 
from CNN.

This pattern of failure has been 
noted in the pages of Middle East 
Eye for months. 

For example, the western media 
establishment has studiously avert-
ed their gaze from Israeli reports 
that a proportion of those killed 
on  October 7 were not victims of 
Hamas but of the Israeli army’s no-
torious “Hannibal procedure,” a 
protocol to kill fellow Israelis rather 
than let them be taken captive.

Western journalists still mostly 
avoid highlighting the fact that Is-
rael is actively starving the entire 
population of Gaza of food and wa-
ter, an unquestionable crime against 
humanity. Instead, journalists echo 
their own governments by labelling 
this Israeli-induced famine a “hu-

manitarian crisis,” as if it were an 
unfortunate natural disaster.

The media also obscures the fact 
that western powers, especially the 
US and UK, are directly assisting Is-
rael in its mass starvation of Gaza’s 
population – both by denying fund-
ing to the UN’s main relief agency, 
Unrwa, and by refusing to put any 
significant pressure on Israel to al-
low in aid.

Echoing the Biden administra-
tion, the media still hesitates to 
call Israel’s actions in Gaza what 
they are, preferring an occasional 
mealy-mouthed assessment that Is-
rael “may be at risk” of committing 
war crimes. None point to the bigger 
picture that all of these individual 
“possible” war crimes indisputably 
amount to genocide.

That obfuscation has become even 
harder to maintain with the prose-
cutor of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) applying for arrest war-
rants for suspected war crimes and 
crimes against humanity commit-



20    ColdType  |  June 2024  |  www.coldtype.net

ted by Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and Defence Min-
ister Yoav Gallant, along with three 
Hamas leaders.

Nonetheless, the media have 
stressed Israel’s and the Biden ad-
ministration’s indignation at the 
court rather  than the substance of 
its charges, including the allegation 
that Israel is exterminating Pales-
tinians in Gaza through planned 
starvation. 

The media avoids clarity on these 
topics because clarity would be in-
convenient. Why? Because the 
western media’s purpose is to cre-
ate a narrative that serves west-
ern governments in pursuing their 
overarching foreign policy goals in 
the oil-rich Middle East, not end-
ing the boundless suffering in Gaza 
or holding Israel to account for its 
crimes.

A s a handful of whistleblowers 
revealed to CNN, Palestinians are 
incarcerated for weeks on end in Sde 
Teiman as they are tortured – both 
through formal interrogations and 
through the conditions they are held 
in. They are forced to sit blindfolded 
outdoors on a thin mattress through 
the desert heat of the day and sleep 
in the cold of the desert night. Con-
tinuously cuffed, they are forced to 
remain motionless and silent. At 
night, dogs are set on them. Anyone 
who speaks or moves risks being sav-
agely beaten till bones are broken.

People’s hands and legs are tight-
ly zip-tied for so long that, accord-
ing to the report, some have needed 
limbs amputated. 

As one Israeli whistleblower re-
counted to CNN, none of these abus-
es are about intelligence gathering. 
“They were done out of revenge,” he 
admitted. The inmates are punch-
ing bags for the Israeli soldiers and 
guards.

But this is about more than simple 

vengeance. Understanding what is 
happening at Sde Teiman provides a 
clearer picture of what is happening 
on a far bigger, even more industrial 
scale in Gaza.

Especially revealing are the con-
ditions in a field hospital at the de-
tention camp, housing Palestinians 
either maimed in Israel’s savage de-
struction of Gaza or injured by beat-
ings from Israeli soldiers.

They are handcuffed to gurneys 
in row after row, blindfolded and na-
ked apart from an adult nappy. They 
are not allowed to speak. 

There they lie day after day, night 
after night, in a state of utter senso-
ry deprivation, with nothing to dis-
tract from their wounds and pain. 
In the midst of this, Israeli medi-
cal interns can use their exposed, 
vulnerable flesh as a canvas for 
experimentation.

According to one whistleblower, 
the detention centre has quickly 
gained a reputation for being “a par-
adise for interns.” 

There, they are allowed to use Pal-
estinians as little more than lab rats 
and encouraged to carry out medi-
cal procedures they are not quali-
fied to perform.

A whistleblower told CNN: “I was 
asked to learn how to do things on 
the patients, performing minor 
medical procedures that are totally 
outside my expertise.” 

Such procedures were frequent-
ly done without anaesthesia. Unlike 
doctors in Gaza, Israeli doctors have 
ready access to painkillers. It is a 

choice not to use them.
With western media so readily 

colluding in the dehumanisation of 
Palestinians, it is important to re-
member who these “prisoners” are. 

Israel wishes us to believe it is 
targeting Hamas and those it “ar-
rests” – the widely accepted euphe-
mism, used by CNN in this article, 
for those Israel takes hostage – are 
Palestinians suspected of ties to the 
militant group.

However, one of the most signifi-
cant testimonies of abuse from Sde 
Teiman reported by CNN comes 
from Dr Mohammed al-Ran, the 
grey-haired head of surgery at 
Gaza’s now-destroyed Indonesian 
hospital.

He was “arrested” – kidnapped – 
by Israel in December and taken to 
Sde Teiman. There is no suggestion 
al-Ran was engaged in armed com-
bat against invading Israeli troops 
or was associated with Hamas in 
any other way. He was seized, along 
with other medical staff, while 
working a three-day shift at another 
medical centre, the al-Ahli al-Arabi 
Baptist Hospital.

He had been forced to flee the 
Indonesian hospital after it was 
bombed by Israel and staff there 
were severely beaten.

Untold numbers of medical per-
sonnel have been murdered or dis-
appeared by Israel during its sys-
tematic attacks on Gaza’s hospitals. 
The destruction of the enclave’s 
health sector is another glaring 
crime against humanity the west-
ern media has carefully avoided 
identifying.

The contrast with the media’s un-
relenting certainty about Russia’s 
war crimes in Ukraine a short time 
ago is stark indeed. 

Human rights groups are desper-
ately trying to track down these 
Palestinian hostages with habe-
as corpus writs, just as they earli-
er tried to find the foreign nation-
als held captive in Facility 1391. The 

The destruction  
of the enclave’s health 
sector is another  
glaring crime against 
humanity the western 
media has carefully 
avoided identifying
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Israeli courts have been wilfully 
obstructive.

In one test case, the Israeli hu-
man rights group HaMoked, which 
was central to identifying Facility 
1391, has been petitioning Israel’s su-
preme court – whose judges include 
some living in illegal Jewish settle-
ments in the West Bank – to find a 
Palestinian X-ray technician miss-
ing since February.

He was seized by Israeli troops at 
Nasser Hospital in southern Gaza. 
The suspicion is that he is being held 
in Sde Teiman.

According to HaMoked, more 
than 1,300 Palestinians from Gaza 
are missing, presumed to be in Is-
raeli detention, including 29 women. 

Another surgeon, Dr Adnan al-
Bursh, is known to be among more 
than two dozen Palestinians who 
have died in mysterious circum-
stances in Israeli captivity. He was 
most likely tortured to death or 
possibly killed in a failed medical 
procedure.

In further proof that this wave of 
violence against prisoners is entirely 
unrelated to suspicions that they be-
long to Hamas or participated in the 
October 7 attack, details emerged 
last weekend of relentless and savage 
abuses of the most prominent Pales-
tinian prisoner held by Israel.

Marwan Barghouti, from the Pal-
estinian National Liberation Move-
ment led by Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas – Hamas’s arch-
opponents – has been locked up 
for the past 22 years. Sometimes 
referred to as the “Palestinian 
Mandela”, Barghouti is considered a 
potential future leader of the Pales-
tinian people.

According to fellow inmates and 
human rights groups, Barghouti is 
barely recognisable after a series of 
beatings, one of which has left him 
struggling to see out of his right eye.

He is reported to be in constant 
pain from a suspected dislocated 
shoulder resulting from one assault, 
an injury that has not been treated. 

According to his Israeli lawyer, he 
has been dragged across the floor 
handcuffed and naked in front of 
other inmates at Ayalon Prison.

Barghouti has lost significant 
weight due to the severe food re-
strictions imposed on all Palestini-
an prisoners since October and has 
been denied access to books, news-
papers and television.

Tal Steiner, of the Israeli human 
rights group the Public Committee 
Against Torture in Israel, told the 
Guardian that Barghouti was being 
subjected to “unprecedented” abus-
es and that such torture had become 
“standard” for the 8,750 Palestini-
ans known to have been jailed since 
October.

The government minister over-
seeing Israel’s prison service, Ita-
mar Ben Gvir, belongs to the avow-
edly fascist party Jewish Power, 
whose ideological roots in Ka-
hanism explicitly regard Palestini-
ans as little more than vermin.

The western media have focused 
endlessly on the suffering of the 100 
or more Israeli hostages still held 
in Gaza, though it remains unmen-
tioned that much of that suffering 
derives from Israel’s actions.

The hostages, like the Palestini-
ans of Gaza, are under Israel’s rain 
of bombs. And like Palestinians, 
they face sustained food shortag-
es caused by Israel’s aid blockade. 

The indiscriminate violence against 
Gaza affects both hostages and Pal-
estinians alike. 

But based on reports by CNN and 
Israeli media, it seems likely that 
many of the thousands of Palestin-
ians kidnapped by Israel since Oc-
tober are facing a far crueller fate 
than the Israeli hostages in Gaza. 

Hamas is invested in keeping the 
Israeli hostages as safe as possible 
because they are valuable bargain-
ing chips for getting the Israeli army 
out of Gaza and freeing Palestinians 
from torture sites like Sde Teiman.

Israel faces no such pressures. 
As the occupying power and Wash-
ington’s favourite client state, 
it can inflict any punishment it 
chooses on Palestinians with little 
repercussion.

That is another facet of the past 
seven months that the media refuse 
to acknowledge. 

Meanwhile, western publics are 
smeared if they try to name Isra-
el’s crimes as genocide or articulate 
how the genocide is unfolding. This 
echoes the suspicions of an over-
whelming majority of judges at the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
back in January and is implied by 
the ICC chief prosecutor’s applica-
tion for arrest warrants this week.

The West’s recent, perverse and 
self-serving redefinition of anti-
semitism – a victory for pro-Israel 
lobby groups – equates Jew hatred 
with criticism of Israel more so than 
actually hating Jews.

Under the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s new def-
inition, it is antisemitic to draw a 
parallel between Israel’s actions and 
the genocide with which westerners 
are most familiar: the Holocaust.

Conveniently for Israel, western 
establishments can now disavow an 
all-too-obvious lesson of history and 
human psychology: the victims of 
abuse are quite capable of commit-
ting such abuses themselves.

CNN’s reconstruction of the field 

The western media have 
focused on the suffering 
of the Israeli hostages 
still held in Gaza, though 
that much of that 
suffering derives  
from Israel’s actions
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hospital at Sde Teiman shows de-
humanised Palestinians – bound, 
blindfolded and naked – in rows of 
gurneys ready to be experimented 
on. Why would that not evoke, for 
western audiences, memories of Jo-
sef Mengele, the notorious Nazi doc-
tor who viewed concentration camp 
inmates as less than human, mere 
fodder for his experiments? 

What echoes should westerners 
feel watching Jewish extremists 
from Israel’s illegal settlements am-
bush aid trucks heading to Gaza, 
smash up the supplies desperate-
ly needed by a starving population, 
burn the trucks and beat the drivers 
– all while Israeli soldiers and po-
lice stand by, allowing the destruc-
tion to take place?

How might it be wrong – anti- 
semitic, no less – to ponder wheth-
er a similar brutal, genocidal rac-
ism drove extremists in Germany 
in 1938 when they rampaged against 
Jews on Kristallnacht?

And what about those who have 
compared tiny Gaza to a concen-
tration camp during Israel’s 17-year 
siege by land, air and water, with 
encaged Palestinians deprived of 
basic freedoms and the essentials 
of life? Or those who now call Gaza 
a death camp as Israel starves the 
population?

Are such assessments really ev-
idence of Jew hatred? Or are they 
proof that these observers have un-
derstood well the lessons of history 
and the Holocaust? The systemat-
ic degrading and abuse of a people 
should always be viewed as a crime 
against our shared humanity.

The moral duty facing us all is to 
stop such atrocities, not to withhold 
judgement and mutely watch them 
play out to their logical conclusion. 

The current horrors Israel is in-
flicting on the inmates of Sde Teiman 
and, on an even bigger scale, on the 

Palestinians in the Gaza death camp, 
are about much more than simple 
vengeance for 7 October. 

Sde Teiman is the small torture 
chamber, mirroring the much big-
ger torture chamber of Gaza it-
self, where bombs and starvation 
are achieving precisely the same 
ends.

Until seven months ago, Israel’s 
goal was to keep the Palestinians a 
subjugated, enslaved, hopeless peo-
ple, confined to a series of concen-
tration camps in Gaza, the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. They 
were expected to remain mute in 
their suffering and invisible to the 
outside world.

Over the long term, it was as-
sumed that Palestinians would pre-
fer to flee their immiseration in 
these permanently occupied, colo-
nised lands. 

The slave revolt of 7 October – 
brutal and ugly as such revolts have 
been throughout history – was a 
devastating shock. Not just to an 
Israel wedded to its racist, hands-
on colonial project of subjugating 
the Palestinian people. It was also 
a shock to the West’s wider colonial 
project, into which Israel is so tight-
ly integrated.

In Washington’s “rules-based or-
der”, the only meaningful rule is 
that what Washington and its cli-
ents want, they get. The planet, its 
resources and peoples are viewed 
as little more than playthings by the 
world’s superpower-in-chief.

Revolts to this order – wheth-

er advanced by Hamas in Gaza, 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis 
in Yemen or the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps in Iran – can-
not be allowed to become a model. 
The “rules-based order” must be re-
stored with a savagery necessary 
to teach the colonised and enslaved 
their place. 

That was the message of Wash-
ington’s own black sites needed 
in its futile “war on terror”, from 
Abu Ghraib to Guantanamo – sites 
that drew on Israel’s experiences 
of “breaking” inmates at Facility 
1391. 

The complicity of western estab-
lishments in Israel’s current geno-
cide is not an anomaly. It does not 
derive from a misunderstanding 
or confusion. The western political 
and media class see the genocide 
in Gaza as clearly as the rest of us. 
But for them, it is justified, required 
even. The colonised and oppressed 
must be taught that resistance is 
futile.

Sde Teiman, like the Gaza death 
camp, is serving its purpose. It is 
there to break the human spirit. It 
is there to turn the Palestinians into 
willing collaborators in their own 
destruction as a people, in their own 
ethnic cleansing.

And a subliminal message is be-
ing directed at the western pub-
lic at the same time: this could also 
be your fate if you do not join in 
cheerleading Israel’s atrocities in 
Gaza. CT

Jonathan Cook is an award-
winning British journalist,  
who was based in Nazareth, Israel, 
for 20 years before returning 
to the UK in 2021. The author 
of three books on the Israel-
Palestine conflict, Cook won the 
Martha Gelhorn Special Prize for 
Journalism in 2011. He previously 
worked for Britain’s Guardian and 
Observer newspapers. His website 
is www.jonathan-cook.net

The complicity of 
western establishments 
in Israel’s genocide  
is not an anomaly.  
It does not derive  
from misunderstanding 
or confusion
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I t’s amazing how stupid Israeli propaganda has 
become. Bombing kids and hospitals is self-de-
fense. A blatant ethnic cleansing campaign is 
actually a war. A few western Zionist Jews say-

ing they feel unsafe on campus is a more urgent con-
cern than an active genocide. Sometimes it feels like 
they’re experimenting on us, just to see how dumb of 
a narrative they can get people to swallow.

“Let’s tell them Hamas just attacked Israelis com-
pletely unprovoked, like totally out of nowhere. Act 
like Israel was just sitting there minding its own 
business and a bunch of terrorists attacked them be-
cause they’re evil and hate Jews.”

“What? Come on man, they’ll never 
buy that. The entire Israel-Pales-
tine conflict is public record!”

“They’ll buy it. Just slyly sug-
gest it on the news over and 
over again in a confident, au-
thoritative tone and it’ll go 
right in.”

Actually, a lot of the breath-
takingly stupid things the em-
pire asks us to believe aren’t 
even believed by the people 
who voice them. Who believed it 
was ridiculous to suggest that Israel 
might attack a Palestinian hospital and 
lie about it? Who believes there’s a terrifying 
antisemitism epidemic in our society? Luckily, they 
appear to have ramped up the stupid faster than 
they could get away with this time. More and more 
people are waking up to their lies, and the eyes that 
are snapping open in 2024 are going to remain open 
to empire propaganda for the rest of their days.
 –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  – 

So many westerners say they support Israel and 
also support a two-state solution, which is a nonsen-
sical position when Israel is aggressively opposed to 
a two-state solution. If you actually support the cre-

ation of a Palestinian state you are directly at odds 
with every meaningful power structure in Israel. It’s 
like saying you support Biden but want him to lose 
the election. It’s like saying you support unions but 
also support aggressive union busting. It’s an entire-
ly self-contradictory position that can only be recon-
ciled without cognitive dissonance if you don’t really 
care about a two-state solution.
 –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  – 

The correct thing to do when someone tries to tell 
you that opposing an active genocide is discrimina-
tory against Jews is to laugh uproariously and then 

ignore everything else they say for the rest 
of their lives.

 –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  – 

Jewish Zionists are like “Excuse 
me, it’s actually against my re-

ligion for you to oppose geno-
cide. You need to stop religious-
ly persecuting me with peace 
activism.”
 –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  – 

US intelligence estimates that Is-
rael has only killed 30-35 percent 

of Hamas fighters in Gaza so far, 
and that Hamas has meanwhile been 

recruiting thousands of new fighters in 
the wake of Israel’s onslaught. 

After more than seven months of unfathomable 
horror, Israel has come nowhere remotely close to 
accomplishing its stated goals in Gaza. Israel must 
therefore necessarily either (a) inflict much, much, 
much more horror upon Gaza for a very, very long 
time, or (b) revise its official goals.

And of course there’s also option (c), which is that 
Israel has been lying about its stated goals this en-
tire time and is actually accomplishing exactly what 
it set out to accomplish.  

–  Caitlin Johnstone
www.caitlinjohstone.com.au

➤� IN PASSING

Seeing through the  
banality of propaganda
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➤�DAVID CROMWELL & DAVID EDWARDS

How the UK media buried 
surgeon’s Gaza testimony
Rather than exposing Prof Maynard’s harrowing details of Israeli atrocities in 
Gaza, they shield Western governments and their allies from public scrutiny

P ropaganda by omission 
is a dominant feature of 
the mainstream news me-
dia. Indeed, it is a require-
ment. Rather than serving 

the public interest by fully exposing 
the brutal machinations of power, 
state-corporate media shield West-
ern governments and their allies 
from scrutiny and focus the public’s 
attention on the crimes of Official 
Enemies. 

Israel’s genocidal attack on Gaza 
is but the latest example. Consider 
the dearth of media coverage given 
to the compelling and shocking tes-
timony provided by leading British 
surgeon, Professor Nick Maynard, 
who works as a consultant gastroin-
testinal surgeon at Oxford Universi-
ty Hospital.

Maynard left Gaza just before Is-
rael took control of the Rafah border 
crossing with Egypt on May 7. He 
had been operating on Palestinian 
patients for two weeks and he gave 
a very disturbing account of what he 
had observed.

The first topic he highlighted was 
“the direct targeting of healthcare 
workers” by the Israeli military, de-
scribing how “hundreds have been 
killed” and “hundreds have been 
abducted.” Maynard had person-
ally worked with one young doctor 
and one young nurse who had been 
abducted and held in captivity for 

45 days and 60 days, respectively. 
They both gave him “very graphic 
and stark descriptions of their dai-
ly torture at the hands of the Israeli 
defence force.” He described the ex-
perience of hearing their stories as 
‘extremely harrowing.”

Maynard had also been to Gaza 
over Christmas and New Year 
where he worked at Al-Aqsa hospi-
tal. He “spent the whole two weeks 
operating all the time on major ex-
plosive injuries to the abdomen 
and to the chest. And it was really 
nonstop.}

His visit was unexpectedly cut 
short in early January when the Is-
raeli Defence Forces (IDF) ordered 
the medical staff, along with the 
hospital’s 600 patients, to evacuate 
the hospital. A few British newspa-
per reports that included accounts 
by Maynard and colleagues were 
published at the time on the night-
mare of working in “one of ‘Gaza’s 
last functioning hospitals” (Daily 
Mirror, January 18, 2024), “The sin-
gle worst thing I’ve seen” (Daily 
Telegraph, January 12, 2024), and 
“British surgeon haunted by Gaza 
horrors pledges to go back” (The 
Times, February 4, 2024).

In March, the Guardian report-
ed that a delegation of American 
and British doctors had arrived in 
Washington DC to tell the Biden ad-
ministration that the Israeli mili-

tary was systematically destroying 
Gaza’s health infrastructure in or-
der to drive Palestinians out of their 
homes. Maynard was quoted, accus-
ing the IDF of committing “appall-
ing atrocities,” although the article 
did not address these in depth.

He said: “The IDF are systemati-
cally targeting healthcare facili-
ties, healthcare personnel and real-
ly dismantling the whole healthcare 
system.”

He continued: “It’s not just about 
targeting the buildings, it’s about 
systematically destroying the infra-
structure of the hospitals. Destroy-
ing the oxygen tanks at the al-Shifa 
hospital, deliberately destroying the 
CT scanners and making it much 
more difficult to rebuild that infra-
structure. If it was just targeting 
Hamas militants, why are they de-
liberately destroying the infrastruc-
ture of these institutions?”

According to Maynard, Israel’s 
strategy of targeting hospitals and 
healthcare facilities is intended to 
drive the Palestinians from their 
homes: “It persuades the local popu-
lation to leave. If a hospital has been 
dismantled, if the locals see there is 
no medical care available and see the 
disrupted infrastructure, it’s yet an-
other factor that drives them south.” 
[At that time, Israel had designated 
the south of Gaza a ‘safe zone’ for Pal-
estinians to seek refuge.]
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In an interview with Nick Ferrari 
of London-based LBC radio on  April 
2, Maynard made further shocking 
revelations. The timing of the inter-
view was linked to the IDF having 
just destroyed another hospital, Al-
Shifa, where Maynard had also pre-
viously worked. Around 400 Pales-
tinians had reportedly been killed 
in a brutal two-week attack by Is-
raeli forces.

Maynard told Ferrari: “Every sin-
gle part of the hospital has been de-
stroyed. The whole infrastructure 
of the hospital has been destroyed. 
When I spoke to Marwan [a Pales-
tinian colleague] yesterday, he told 
me there were 107 patients, 60 medi-
cal staff. God only knows what has 
happened to them. I think we’ve 

seen some of the pictures. Sur-
geons I know have been executed 
in the last 48 hours there. Bodies 
have been discovered in the last 12-
24 hours who had been handcuffed, 
with their hands behind their back.”

He added: “And so, there is no 
doubt at all, that multiple healthcare 
workers have been executed there 
in the last few days.”

Ferrari then asked: “You believe 
executed by whom, doctor?”

Maynard: “By the Israeli Defence 
Force.”

Ferrari: “Why would they seek 
to execute surgeons and medical 
professionals?”

Maynard: “Well, they’ve been do-
ing it since October the 7th. Over 
450 healthcare workers have been 

killed. Friends of mine that I’ve 
worked with over the years. Many 
have been abducted as well, and 
nothing has been heard of them 
since. So, there is no doubt in my 
mind that – I can bear witness to 
this from my time at Al-Aqsa hospi-
tal and from talking to people that 
there has been direct targeting of 
the healthcare system in Gaza, di-
rect targeting of hospitals and mul-
tiple killings of healthcare workers.”

Maynard also made clear that nei-
ther he, nor any of his colleagues, 
ever saw evidence of Hamas using 
hospitals or healthcare facilities 
as bases for their operations, de-
spite numerous Israeli claims to the 
contrary.

Mainstream media showed mini-

Prof Nick Maynard (right): “Surgeons I know have been executed … Bodies have been discovered who have been hand-
cuffed with their hands tied behind their backs” 

N
ick M

aynard
/M

A
P



26    ColdType  |  June 2024  |  www.coldtype.net

mal interest in this highly credible 
testimony from a British surgeon 
on Israel’s deliberate targeting of 
healthcare workers, including actu-
al execution of surgeons. As far as 
we can see, there is nothing about 
Maynard’s testimony exposing these 
executions on the BBC News web- 
site.

An article on the Guardian web-
site on April 7 did cover May-
nard’s testimony about targeting 
of healthcare workers and infra-
structure, but made no mention of 
his statement that Palestinian sur-
geons had been executed by Israeli 
soldiers. Nor was it mentioned an-
ywhere else in the entirety of the 
British national press.

The Telegraph carried an in-
terview with Maynard on Janu-
ary 12 in which he said: “There can 
be certainly no doubt in my mind 
from what I’ve recently witnessed 
that [Israel] are directly targeting 
healthcare structures with a view to 
completely disabling the healthcare 
system in Gaza.”

The Telegraph appears not to 
have reported Maynard’s subse-
quent claim that he personally knew 
surgeons who have since been exe-
cuted by Israeli soldiers. On 13 May, 
International Nurses Day, the Gaza 
Health Ministry announced that 
at least 500 medical personnel had 
been killed by Israel since October 
7. Dr Omar Abdel-Mannan, a paedi-
atric neurologist and co-founder of 
Healthcare Workers for Palestine, 
said that the only way Israel could 
“justify” these killings would be if 
they see these healthcare workers 
not as humans, but as “human ani-
mals.” As readers may recall, Israe-
li defence minister Yoav Gallant in-
famously described his Palestinian 
enemies as “human animals.”

Of his most recent trip, Maynard 
said that: “the very strong narrative 
of the patients I was treating over 
the last two weeks were those with 
terrible infective complications as 

a direct result of malnutrition, and 
this was very stark indeed.”

He gave a graphic insight into the 
hellish conditions: “And I operat-
ed on many patients in the last two 
weeks who had awful complications 
from their abdominal surgery relat-
ed to inadequate nutrition, and par-
ticularly those with [the] abdomi-
nal wall breaking down. So, literally 
their intestines end up hanging out-
side. And the intestinal repairs that 
have been carried out to deal with 
the damage to the bowels leaking, 
so their bowel contents leaking out 
from different parts of the abdo-
men, covering their bodies, cover-
ing their beds.”

He drew particular attention to: 
“the lack of resources to deal with 
these inadequate numbers of colos-
tomy bags, wound management de-
vices and nutritional support.”

Maynard explained the conse-
quences for patients: “They get this 
vicious cycle of malnutrition, infec-
tion, wounds breaking down, more 
infection, more malnutrition. So, it’s 
devastating and we will see far more 
of that over the coming months.”        

He gave examples of two young fe-
male patients he had treated: Tala 

who was 16 and Lama who was 18, 
both of whom had survivable inju-
ries. Tragically, they both died “as a 
direct result of malnutrition.”

This was yet more shocking and 
credible testimony from an experi-
enced British consultant surgeon. 
It should have been headline news 
across the British press and broad-
casting outlets. But searches of the 
Lexis-Nexis database of newspa-
pers, together with Google searches, 
reveal minimal mainstream cover-
age: one article in the Independent.

If this had been evidence against 
“Putin’s Russia” or “Assad’s Syria,” 
it would have generated huge head-
lines, in-depth reporting and an-
guished commentary across all ma-
jor news media. Once again, we see 
the insidiously corrupt phenomenon 
of propaganda by omission.

It is noteworthy that, last Novem-
ber, the BBC News website did fea-
ture Maynard, “who’s been trav-
elling to the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank for more than a decade.” Six 
months ago, he was once again on 
“standby to go and work in operat-
ing theatres with the charity Medi-
cal Aid for Palestinians”. With re-
markable courage, he told the BBC: 

Prof Maynard with a colleague in Al-Aqsa hospital in central Gaza
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“I think there is fear, apprehension, 
not knowing what one would find, 
but I think the other motives for do-
ing so… are so powerful that they 
outweigh everything else. I consider 
it a huge privilege to be in a position 
to help these people who need help 
more than most of us can possibly 
understand.”

Now that Maynard has returned 
from Gaza with horrific accounts, 
not least of the murder of healthcare 
workers by the Israeli military, the 
BBC appears not in the least inter-
ested. When we pointed this out via 
X (formerly Twitter), directly chal-
lenging John Neal, editor of BBC 
News at One, Six and Ten, and Paul 
Royall, executive editor of the BBC 
News Channel, the public response 
was huge. Our social media out-
reach is routinely suppressed by the 
deliberately obscure algorithms of 
Facebook and X. But this particular 
tweet spread widely by our stand-
ards, being shared 740 times at the 
time of writing. Shamefully, there 
has been no response from the BBC.

In the meantime, BBC News per-
sists in labelling the Gaza genocide 
as the “Israel-Gaza war.” The day 
after it was reported that almost 
half a million Palestinians had fled 
Rafah in the south of Gaza, despite 
having previously been designated 
a “safe zone” by Israel, as discussed 
above, the BBC failed to follow up on 
the story.

One was presumably supposed to 
imagine that this huge number of 
people was no longer in danger: at 
risk of being bombed or dying under 
Israeli-imposed hunger, malnutri-
tion and disease.

That same week, the BBC News 
website had as many as four “Live” 
feeds running simultaneously. Not 
one of them focused on the Israe-
li-inflicted horrors in Gaza. This is 
truly remarkable. Has there been a 
BBC directive from senior manage-
ment not to give too much attention 
to Israel’s genocide of Palestinians? 

Where are the BBC whistleblowers 
who can let the public know what’s 
going inside the corporation?

A vanishingly rare exception ap-
peared on 24 October 2023, when 
BBC correspondent Rami Ruhay-
em – a former journalist for the As-
sociated Press, who has worked as 
a journalist and producer for BBC 
Arabic and the BBC World Ser-
vice since 2005 – sent a letter to the 
BBC’s Director-General, Tim Davie:

“Dear Tim,
“I am writing to raise the gravest 

possible concerns about the cover-
age of the BBC, especially on Eng-
lish outlets, of the current fight-
ing between Israel and Palestinian 
factions.

“It appears to me that information 
that is highly significant and rel-
evant is either entirely missing or 
not being given due prominence in 
coverage.”

The emphasis now is emphatical-
ly on “missing”. It seems the glob-
al student and other protests have 
prompted the BBC to attempt to lim-
it public dissent.

By contrast, BBC journalists can 
be quick to respond when they feel 
they have been subjected to unjust 
criticism. On May 13, we retweeted 
a clip from Saul Staniforth, a me-
dia activist with a large following on 
X, about Israel banning Al Jazeera. 
Staniforth had included a quote 
from Sebastian Usher, a BBC News 
Middle East analyst: “Al Jazeera – I 
think many people, if they DO watch 
it, WOULD see it as some kind of 
propaganda.”

We asked: “And how do you think 

many people see BBC News?”
Clearly piqued, Usher contacted 

us the following day to say that his 
quote had been taken out of context. 
He said it was a direct response dur-
ing a live interview to a question on 
the likely reaction by Israelis to the 
closing of Al Jazeera. He considered 
Staniforth’s tweet and our follow-up 
seriously misleading and the exact 
opposite of the tenor of his reporting 
on the issue.

We asked him which words he 
had used to express solidarity with 
Al Jazeera, or to speak out for press 
freedom and free speech. He de-
clined to provide such a statement, 
saying that as a BBC journalist he 
was unable to do so in a public fo-
rum. Usher added that in his report-
ing he stressed that Al Jazeera sees 
its mission as righting what it be-
lieves is imbalance on Gaza report-
ing in international media by giv-
ing more space to Palestinian voices 
and voices on the ground.

We were happy to include the 
points he had made, which we did 
via Facebook and X. Usher respond-
ed to our very reasonable response 
with a grudging “Ok.”

It is worth noting that Usher 
strongly objected to being “quoted 
out of context” while working for a 
media organisation clearly trying to 
suppress public outrage at an ongo-
ing genocide by reducing coverage.

Moreover, the essential obser-
vation we made stands: many peo-
ple at home and abroad regard BBC 
News as an outlet of western prop-
aganda. Its abject performance  
during the Gaza genocide – “the Is-
rael-Gaza war,” as the state-man-
dated broadcaster puts it – is ample 
proof. CT

David Cromwell & David Edwards 
are co-editors of Media Lens, the 
UK media watchdog.  
This article was first published  
at the organisation’s web site, 
www.medialens.org

To the invisible 
government of rulers 
who operate behind the 
scenes – the architects 
of the Deep State – we 
are puppets on a string
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This piece was published by the 
Baltimore Sun on May 31, 1998 – 
25 years ago. It’s about the Nakba 
or Catastrophe – the massacres 
and forced expulsions of Palestin-
ians which enabled the creation of 
the modern state of Israel, though 
I didn’t use that term. It’s notable 
that Israel at 75 seems to be getting 
lots less attention than Israel at 50 
did. My dad died in 2017.

I t was the most loving fax I’ve 
ever received. I had just come 
back to the office from asking 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu a few questions 

at a news conference during his vis-
it to Washington in January. I was 
astonished to learn that my dad, in 
Jordan, saw it on CNN Internation-
al. “You were fantastic,” he wrote 
me.

I was thinking of dad – and the 
fact that he and 700,000 other Pal-
estinians were forced from their 
homes in 1948 – as I asked the Israe-
li leader if it was time that Israel ac-
knowledged this wrong. The most 
he conceded was that the Palestini-
an people have indeed suffered – be-
cause of their own bad leadership.

When Netanyahu returned to the 
United States this month, the Israe-
li prime minister rejected the pal-
try pullback from 13 percent of the 

West Bank that the Clinton admin-
istration favours. Netanyahu’s posi-
tion denies the Palestinian leader-
ship even the slightest face-saving 
deal. In fact, if Israel gets its way, 
the Palestinians will be subjugat-
ed to “Bantustans,” living in dense 
population areas and having lim-
ited control of the areas surround-
ing them. Israel wants to continue 
to control the population flow from 
various cities as well as most of the 
land and the water resources in the 
West Bank. As Netanyahu stalls for 
time, he confiscates more Palestini-
an land, heaps more injustice on an 
injured people and sows the seeds of 
more Palestinian resentment.

The inability of the Clinton ad-
ministration to make any sort of 
progress prompted the French and 
the Egyptians to call for an inter-
national peace conference. That 
could put the issue of the Palestin-
ian-Israeli conflict where it was 50 
years ago: in the hands of the United 
Nations.

When I talked to dad on his birth-
day – April 9 – it was a low-key con-
versation. Neither of us mentioned 
that it was 50 years to the day af-
ter the massacre of Dir Yassin, a 
village near Jerusalem, by pro-Is-
raeli forces. My father witnessed an-
other massacre in Eilaboun, a vil-
lage in the Galilee. The last time I 
was in the Middle East, I visited the 

towns and villages where my father 
was in 1948, and he put some flesh 
on events that he had hinted at for 
years.

One evening, we walked around 
Terra Sancta College, where my fa-
ther was a boarder at the end of the 
British mandate, in a largely Jew-
ish part of Jerusalem. On a simi-
lar evening in 1947, he was puzzled 
when he heard jubilation and danc-
ing in the streets. Another student 
said that the United Nations appar-
ently made a decision that the Jews 
liked. The United Nations had vot-
ed to partition Palestine. They had 
good reason to celebrate. The Jew-
ish state was allocated 56 percent of 
Palestine, even though Jews owned 
only 6 percent of the land and made 
up one-third of the population – and 
most of them were mandate-era 
immigrants.

We visited Tiberias, where my 
dad was born. We saw the lovely 
stone house he was raised in, now 
empty, overlooking the Sea of Gali-
lee. I had visions of its becoming a 
museum for what happened in 1948 
– before it is demolished to make 
room for another hotel. Despite 
my prodding, my dad, hardly a shy 
man, did not want to try entering 
the house.

My dad told me of his earliest 
memories of his father, who was 
vice mayor of Tiberias, gerryman-

➤ SAM HUSSEINI – LOOKING BACK

75 years of Israel’s  
ethnic cleansing
Zionist forces drove out hundreds of thousands of Palestinians  
75 years ago to create their state. Here’s my father’s story
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dering election maps. But a Chris-
tian, no matter how adept at di-
viding districts, could not secure 
re-election without substantial 
Jewish and Muslim support. There 
certainly were prejudices, but the 
intermingling of the faiths contra-
dicts the “ancient hatreds” mantra 
we hear so often. Two of my uncles 
were nursed by neighbours because 
my grandmother had trouble lactat-
ing. One had a Muslim wet nurse, 
another was breast-fed by a Jewish 
neighbour.

We went to a lawyer’s office, and 
he showed us the land records with 
my grandfather’s name, “Yousef Ha-
bib Husseini” in English, crossed 

out as the owner, and the “Israe-
li Authority of Construction” writ-
ten in Hebrew. My father’s claim to 
ownership, though completely docu-
mented, has been denied by Israeli 
authorities because they regard him 
as “absentee” and thus not a legiti-
mate inheritor. Never mind that he 
was driven out at gunpoint. Mean-
while, the World Jewish Restitution 
Organization is recovering Jewish 
property confiscated by the Nazis.

Tiberias fell to Israeli forces 50 
years ago. It was then that my dad 
and his younger brother went to 

the small village of Eilaboun, where 
they had relatives. Today, my ex-
tended family members there are 
educated, but they retain a simplic-
ity I haven’t experienced elsewhere. 
They are technically Israeli citizens, 
but since they are not Jewish, they’re 
third-class citizens. They and other 
Christians and Muslims cannot buy 
or lease land that the Israelis confis-
cated from my family – controlled by 
quasi-governmental organizations 
such as the Jewish National Fund.

The “who is a Jew” debate mat-
ters only because Jews in Israel 
are granted rights that others, like 
my relatives, are denied because of 
their religion – Christianity. Yet we 

Land records with my grandfather’s name – “Yusef Habib el Husseini” – in English, crossed out as the owner, and the  
“Israeli Authority of Construction” written in Hebrew
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are constantly told that Israel is a 
democracy. They do not dare go to 
picnics on Independence Holiday for 
fear of attacks from Jewish extrem-
ists – this after my relatives have 
been Israelis for 50 years.

Dad showed me the square where 
the massacre at Eilaboun took place. 
On Oct. 30, 1948, most everyone from 
the village was in the church as the 
Arab irregulars were withdrawing. 
The bombing from the Israeli forces 
came closer and closer until, finally, 
a loud voice in the village yard adja-
cent to the church said in broken Ar-
abic, “He who wants to live, let him 
come out.” They rushed outside with 
hands held high. The Israeli soldiers 
occasionally shot those coming out 
of the church, killing some, wound-
ing others. The priest, with a white 
flag in hand, watched in horror.

Fourteen civilians from the vil-
lage were put on a truck and led 
the convoy going north – to Leba-
non. They were told that they were 
at the front in case of land mines. 
The Israelis proceeded to force the 
rest of the people, young and old, 
to walk. When they wanted people 
to stop, the Israeli soldiers would 
fire, sometimes into the crowd. A 
3-year-old girl was shot in the arm 
as her mother was carrying her. My 
dad, then 16, jumped on top of his 
10-year-old brother, who was very 
frail because of rheumatic fever – 
figuring that only one body would 
be exposed. When his father later 
found out about this, it was the only 
time my dad saw Grandpa cry.

People walked all day with no 
food. When a truck with some bread 
came by and people rushed toward 
it, soldiers shot at them, killing a 
50-year-old man, Samaan Shufa-
ni, who was standing next to my 
dad moments earlier. Later, the Is-
raeli soldiers took all the money 
from the men, strip-searched them 
and threatened to kill 10 men if the 
women didn’t hand over 100 Pales-
tinian pounds. My Aunt Julia came 

through – as she would years later, 
having saved several of my grand-
father’s letters. The village later re-
paid her.

The 14 men on the truck includ-
ed some distant (by my standards) 
relatives, and they were taken back 
to Eilaboun – and shot in the town 
square. The other villagers were 
thrown on the Lebanese border. 
These were all relatively fortunate. 
My father was lucky because an un-
cle who was an officer in the Jorda-
nian army took him in so he could 
continue his studies in Terra Sanc-
ta College, which had moved to Am-
man. Other Eilabounites made their 
way back to their village. The Is-
raelis turned a blind eye to this, ap-
parently in part because the church 
had protested the massacre of the 14 
villagers.

Hundreds of thousands of other 
Palestinians are to this day in refugee 
camps in southern Lebanon – period-
ically getting bombed by Israel. As we 
drove around Galilee, we stopped at 
the village of Lubya. Or rather, all that 
remains of it. It is one of 418 villages 
razed by the Israelis after they drove 
out the 2,000 inhabitants. All you can 
see are hints of rows of stones tracing 
the foundations of homes.

As Elie Wiesel and others con-
demn ethnic cleansing in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, they refuse to ac-
knowledge that Israel has done 

something similar. ABC’s Ted Kop-
pel has falsely claimed that the Pal-
estinians left voluntarily in 1948. 
Michael Lerner of the liberal Jewish 
magazine Tikkun has disavowed 
Jewish culpability in driving Pal-
estinians from their homes. Ear-
ly in the movie “Schindler’s List,” a 
Jew is shown pleading with the Na-
zis, saying that their seizure of his 
property violates the Geneva Con-
vention. But Israel violates the same 
laws as it continues to confiscate 
Palestinian land.

The year 1948 resonates for Pales-
tinians not just because it was a cat-
astrophic time but also because the 
removal of Palestinians from their 
land has never stopped.

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, 
Arab-Israeli citizens lived under 
suffocating military mandates. 
Similarly, Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza have contended for 
decades with Israeli military occu-
pation, government schemes (per-
mits, checkpoints, closures) that, by 
design or accident, pressure them 
into leaving. Another mass exodus 
took place in the 1967 war, and Israel 
continued expelling political leaders 
and others into the 1990s. Continued 
closures and checkpoints by Israe-
li authorities economically strangle 
the Palestinians, pressuring them 
into leaving.

The Israelis use the threat of an-
other mass expulsion to coerce the 
Palestinians into accepting the 
starkly unequal terms of the Oslo 
Accords. Better to be subservient 
but keep a stake in your home, goes 
the reasoning of some Palestinians.

What is needed is to get rid of the 
myths. What is needed is a Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission 
similar to the one in South Africa. 
Real peace can come only through 
facing the past. CT

Sam Husseini is the former media 
director for the American-Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee

The year 1948 resonates 
for Palestinians not 
just because it was 
a catastrophic time 
but also because the 
removal of Palestinians 
from their land has  
never stopped
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➤�CHRIS HEDGES

Slow motion execution  
of Julian Assange
The ruling by the High Court in London permitting Julian Assange  
to appeal his extradition order leaves him languishing 
in precarious health in a high-security prison. That is the point

T he decision by the High 
Court in London to grant 
Julian Assange the right 
to appeal the order to ex-
tradite him to the Unit-

ed States may prove to be a Pyrrhic 
victory. It does not mean Julian will 
elude extradition. It does not mean 
the court has ruled, as it should, 
that he is a journalist whose only 
“crime” was providing evidence of 
war crimes and lies by the US gov-
ernment to the public. It does not 
mean he will be released from the 
high-security HMS Belmarsh pris-
on where, as Nils Melzer, the UN 
Special Rapporteur on Torture, af-
ter visiting Julian there, said he 
was undergoing a “slow motion 
execution.”

It does not mean that journal-
ism is any less imperilled. Editors 
and publishers of   five internation-
al media outlets – the New York 
Times, the Guardian, Le Monde, El 
Pais and Der Spiegel – which pub-
lished stories based on documents 
released by WikiLeaks, have urged 
that the US charges be dropped and 
Julian be released. None of these 
media executives were charged 
with espionage. It does not dismiss 
the ludicrous ploy by the US govern-
ment to extradite an Australian cit-
izen whose publication is not based 

in the US and charge him under the 
Espionage Act. It continues the long 
Dickensian farce that mocks the 
most basic concepts of due process.

This ruling is based on the 
grounds that the US government 
did not offer sufficient assurances 
that Julian would be granted the 
same First Amendment protections 
afforded to a US citizen, should he 
stand trial. The appeal process is 
one more legal hurdle in the perse-
cution of a journalist who should 
not only be free, but feted and hon-
oured as the most courageous of our 
generation.  

Yes, Assange can file an appeal. 
But this means another year, perhaps 
longer, in harsh prison conditions as 
his physical and psychological health 
deteriorates. He has spent over five 
years in HMS Belmarsh without be-

ing charged. He spent seven years 
in the Ecuadorian Embassy because 
the UK and Swedish governments re-
fused to guarantee that he wouldn’t 
be extradited to the US, even though 
he agreed to return to Sweden to aid 
a preliminary investigation that was 
eventually dropped.

The judicial lynching of Julian 
was never about justice. The pleth-
ora of legal irregularities, includ-
ing the recording of his meetings 
with attorneys by the Spanish secu-
rity firm UC Global at the embassy 
on behalf of the CIA, alone should 
have seen the case thrown out of 
court as it eviscerates attorney-cli-
ent privilege.

The US has charged Julian with 
17 acts under the Espionage Act and 
one count of computer misuse, for 
an alleged conspiracy to take pos-
session of and then publish national 
defense information. If found guilty 
on all of these charges he faces 175 
years in a US prison.

The extradition request is based 
on the 2010 release by WikiLeaks of 
the Iraq and Afghanistan war logs 
– hundreds of thousands of classi-
fied documents, leaked to the site 
by Chelsea Manning, then an Army 
intelligence analyst, which exposed 
numerous US war crimes including 
video images of the gunning down 

The legal irregularities, 
including the recording 
of his meetings with 
attorneys on behalf of the 
CIA, should have seen the 
case thrown out of court
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of two Reuters journalists and 10 
other unarmed civilians in the Col-
lateral Murder video, the routine 
torture of Iraqi prisoners, the cov-
ering up of thousands of civilian 
deaths and the killing of nearly 700 
civilians that had approached too 
closely to US checkpoints.

In February, lawyers for Julian 
submitted nine separate grounds for 
a possible appeal. 

A two-day hearing in March, 
which I attended, was Julian’s last 
chance to request an appeal of the 
extradition decision made in 2022 
by the then British home secretary, 
Priti Patel, and of many of the rul-
ings of District Judge Baraitser in 
2021. 

The two High Court judges, Dame 
Victoria Sharp and Justice Jeremy 
Johnson, in March rejected most of 
Julian’s grounds of appeal. These 
included his lawyers’ contention 
that the UK-US extradition trea-
ty bars extradition for political of-
fenses; that the extradition request 
was made for the purpose of pros-
ecuting him for his political opin-
ions; that extradition would amount 
to retroactive application of the 
law – because it was not foresee-

The two High Court 
judges, Dame Victoria 
Sharp and Justice 
Jeremy Johnson,  
rejected most of  
Julian’s grounds  
of appeal  
in March

B
oynton
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able that a century-old espionage 
law would be used against a foreign 
publisher; and that he would not re-
ceive a fair trial in the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia. The judges also re-
fused to hear new evidence that the 
CIA plotted to kidnap and assassi-
nate Julian, concluding – both per-
versely and incorrectly – that the 
CIA only considered these options 
because they believed Julian was 
planning to flee to Russia.

But the two judges determined on 
May 20 that it is “arguable” that a 
US court might not grant Julian pro-
tection under the First Amendment, 
violating his rights to free speech as 
enshrined in the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights.

The judges in March asked the US 
to provide written assurances that 
Julian would be protected under the 
First Amendment and that he would 
be exempt from a death penalty ver-
dict. The US assured the court that 
Julian would not be subjected to the 
death penalty, which Julian’s law-
yers ultimately accepted. But the 
Department of Justice was unable 
to provide an assurance that Julian 
could mount a First Amendment de-
fence in a US court. Such a decision 
is made in a US federal court, their 
lawyers explained. 

Assistant US Attorney Gordon 
Kromberg, who is prosecuting Jul-
ian, has argued that only US citi-
zens are guaranteed First Amend-
ment rights in US courts. Kromberg 
has stated that what Julian pub-
lished was “not in the public inter-
est” and that the US was not seeking 
his extradition on political grounds.

Free speech is a key issue. If Julian 
is granted First Amendment rights 
in a US court it will be very difficult 
for the US to build a criminal case 
against him, since other news or-
ganisations, including the New York 
Times and the Guardian, published 

the material he released. 
The extradition request is based 

on the contention that Julian is not 
a journalist and not protected under 
the First Amendment.

Julian committed the empire’s 
greatest sin – he exposed it as a 
criminal enterprise. He document-
ed its lies, routine violation of hu-
man rights, wanton killing of inno-
cent civilians, rampant corruption 
and war crimes. Republican or 
Democrat, Conservative or Labour, 
Trump or Biden – it does not matter. 
Those who manage the empire use 
the same dirty playbook.

The publication of classified doc-
uments is not a crime in the Unit-
ed States, but if Julian is extradited 
and convicted, it will become one. 

Julian is in precarious physi-
cal and psychological health. His 
physical and psychological dete-
rioration has resulted in a minor 
stroke, hallucinations and depres-
sion. He takes antidepressant medi-
cation and the antipsychotic quetia-
pine. He has been observed pacing 
his cell until he collapses, punch-
ing himself in the face and banging 

his head against the wall. He has 
spent weeks in the medical wing of 
Belmarsh, nicknamed “hell wing.” 
Prison authorities found “half of a 
razor blade” hidden under his socks. 
He has repeatedly called the suicide 
hotline run by the Samaritans be-
cause he thought about killing him-
self “hundreds of times a day.” 

These slow-motion executioners 
have not yet completed their work. 
Toussaint L’Ouverture, who led the 
Haitian independence movement, 
the only successful slave revolt in 
human history, was physically de-
stroyed in the same manner. He was 
locked by the French in an unheat-
ed and cramped prison cell and left 
to die of exhaustion, malnutrition, 
apoplexy, pneumonia and probably 
tuberculosis. 

Prolonged imprisonment, which 
the granting of this appeal perpetu-
ates, is the point. The 12 years Julian 
has been detained – seven in the Ec-
uadorian Embassy in London and 
over five in high-security Belmarsh 
Prison – have been accompanied by 
a lack of sunlight and exercise, as 
well as unrelenting threats, pres-
sure, prolonged isolation, anxiety 
and constant stress. The goal is to 
destroy him.

We must free Julian. We must 
keep him out of the hands of the US 
government. Given all he did for us, 
we owe him an unrelenting fight. 

If there is no freedom of speech for 
Julian, there will be no freedom of 
speech for us. CT

Chris Hedges is a Pulitzer Prize–
winning journalist who was a 
foreign correspondent for 15 years 
with the New York Times, where  
he served as Middle East bureau  
chief and Balkan bureau chief.  
He previously worked overseas  
for the Dallas Morning News,  
the Christian Science Monitor  
and NPR. He is host of  
the Chris Hedges Report – 
www.chrishedges.substack.co.

The 12 years of detention 
have been accompanied 
by a lack of sunlight and 
exercise, unrelenting 
threats, pressure, 
isolation, anxiety and 
constant stress. The goal 
is to destroy him
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T here’s a sensible rule in 
British politics: it should 
not be funded by for-
eign donors. Democracy 
is meaningless if a coun-

try isn’t run at the behest of its peo-
ple. But the rule is riddled with loop-
holes. Those who have done the 
most to keep them open are those 
who most loudly assert their patriot-
ism. Noisy “patriots” are always the 
first to sell us out to offshore capital.

Here are some of the tricks they 
use. One is the “unincorporated as-
sociation.” This refers to groups 
that don’t have to open business 
bank accounts, file financial state-

ments, register with any official 
body or even give themselves a 
name. They’re as transparent as the 
Berlin Wall on a cloudy day. Aston-
ishingly, these associations are a le-
gal channel for campaign finance in 
the United Kingdom.

The Good Law Project has calcu-
lated that these groups have shov-
elled £5.3-million into the major po-
litical parties since 2022. We have 
no means of knowing where most 
of this money came from before it 
passed through these associations. 
Here’s how it works.

In principle, an unincorporated 
association must register with the 

Electoral Commission if it passes 
more than £37,270 to political par-
ties in the course of a year. But do-
nations don’t count towards this to-
tal unless they each exceed £500. So 
a donor could schedule a payment 
of £499 to an unincorporated asso-
ciation every minute of every day, 
amounting to millions of pounds, 
and the association would nei-
ther have to register with the com-
mission nor report such gifts – or 
even keep a record of them. It’s an 
open invitation to “impermissible 
donors.”

The Tories are the worst of-
fenders, taking £3-million of the 

GEORGE MONBIOT

The underground 
economy of politics
Secret funding, offshore donors, control by the ultra-rich.  

Sorry, this is not democracy
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£5.3-million. Money passed through 
these channels has long been direct-
ed towards marginal Conservative 
seats. This means that surprising or 
narrow Tory victories have been fa-
cilitated by funds whose origins no 
one can see. Ten years ago, Labour 
railed against the use of these chan-
nels. Since 2022, it has used them to 
amass £1.2-million.

The next loophole is the use of cor-
porate subsidiaries. As long as the 
subsidiary making a donation is UK-
registered and operating in some 
capacity in the country, it doesn’t 
matter where the parent company 
is based. 

An example is the UK subsidiary 
of a company operated from Dubai, 
registered in the British Virgin Is-
lands and owned by an Indian food 
tycoon that gave more than £220,000 
to the UK Conservative party. It 
may be legal. But in what sense is it 
not a foreign donation?

Of course, the dividing line be-
tween foreign and British money is 
never entirely clear. Even if a com-
pany operates only in this country, 
this doesn’t prevent its foreign own-
ers exercising influence by using it 
as a funding vehicle. Allowing cor-
porations to donate seems as wrong 
as allowing unincorporated associa-
tions to do so.

After all, the UK, as the Tory MP 
David Davis has observed, is “the 
global capital of dirty money.” Why 
would those who control this money 
not wish to flex their political mus-
cle? What’s to stop organised crime 
and foreign kleptocrats buying 
influence? 

To give one example, it is hard to 
explain why a large portion of the 
lucrative waste disposal industry 
has been ceded to organised crime 
in the UK while successive govern-
ments look the other way. Might 
they have been, in effect, legally 
bribed? Thanks to our opaque fund-
ing rules, it’s impossible to say.

If, despite the loopholes, there’s 

still a problem with a donor’s status, 
there is always a workaround. As 
the Guardian’s investigative jour-
nalist Tom Burgis has shown, when 
the multimillionaire Mohamed Am-
ersi first offered to donate to the To-
ries, there was a hitch – he was not 
yet listed on the UK’s electoral reg-
ister. No problem. A Conservative 
official requested: “The donation 
must please come from Nadia’s ac-
count.” So the legally recognised do-
nor of £200,000 was Amersi’s com-
panion, Nadia Rodicheva, who was 
registered to vote here. 

However, the thank you letter the 
Conservatives sent was addressed 
to Amersi, as was the bank receipt 
for the payment. Later, when Am-
ersi, by then a registered UK vot-
er, totted up the funds he had given 
to the party, he included the mon-
ey that was declared as a donation 
from Rodicheva.

Last year, MPs sought an amend-
ment to close the loopholes enabling 
foreign donations. Conservative MPs 
were whipped, forcing them to vote 
it down. Whenever there’s a choice 
between country and party, the Con-
servatives, those patriotic stalwarts, 
choose party.

The next issue is more complicat-
ed. It’s entirely right that citizens 
of the United Kingdom should play 
a full and active role in our politi-
cal life, regardless of how long they 
have lived here. The problem is that 
some people born overseas have a 
far better chance of becoming cit-
izens than others. If you are very 
rich, a red carpet awaits. If you are 
very poor, it’s razor wire and border 
guards. The way citizenship is al-
located therefore favours a certain 
politics: the politics that serves the 
very rich.

The £5-million the Conservatives 
have received from Mohamed Man-
sour, a naturalised UK citizen who 

was previously a government min-
ister in Hosni Mubarak’s dictator-
ship in Egypt, is entirely legal. But 
it feels profoundly wrong that a for-
mer minister of a foreign govern-
ment should fund a UK political 
party.

Mansour calls the UK a “second 
home.” One might question the ex-
tent to which he has embraced us. 
Last year the Sunday Times report-
ed that he had agreed to a multimil-
lion-pound settlement with HMRC 
after his company, Unatrac, was in-
vestigated in a “diverted profit tax 
case”. Consider that one of his fam-
ily companies continued operating 
in Russia for more than a year af-
ter the invasion of Ukraine, despite 
the UK government’s call for di-
vestment. Nevertheless, in Decem-
ber 2022 he was appointed the Con-
servative party’s senior treasurer, 
and in March this year he was giv-
en a knighthood on Rishi Sunak’s 
recommendation. A Downing Street 
source stated that Mansour was 
being honoured for his charitable 
works.

In any case, there’s nothing fair 
about a system in which a few peo-
ple, whether born here or not, can 
buy political influence. In my view, 
the only equitable system is one in 
which everyone can pay the same 
small fixed fee for membership of a 
political party, and no further pri-
vate funding can be taken. Oth-
erwise, democracy gives way to 
plutocracy.

But this and other essential re-
forms are nowhere on the politi-
cal agenda. Far from it. Those who 
claim to defend our interests against 
“foreign interference” and “assaults 
on our sovereignty” are the very 
people who ensure we remain prey 
to them. CT

George Monbiot is a columnist  
for the Guardian where this was 
first published.  His website is  
www.monbiot.com.
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T he first commercial gam-
bling operations emerged, 
coincidentally or not, 
at the same time as the 
study of mathematical 

probability in the mid-1600s.
By the early 1700s, commercial 

gambling operations were wide-
spread in European cities such as 
London and Paris. But in many of 
the games that were offered, players 
faced steep odds.

Then, in 1713, the brothers Johann 
and Jacob Bernoulli proved their 
“Golden Theorem,” known now as 
the law of large numbers or long 
averages.

But gambling entrepreneurs were 
slow to embrace this theorem, which 
showed how it could actually be an 
advantage for the house to have a 
smaller edge over a larger one.

In my book The Gambling Cen-
tury: Commercial Gaming in Brit-
ain from Restoration to Regency, I 
explain how it took government ef-
forts to ban and regulate betting for 
gambling operators to finally under-
stand just how much money could 
be made off a miniscule house edge.

The illusion of even odds in games 
that were the ancestors of roulette 
and blackjack proved immensely 
profitable, sparking a “probability 
revolution” that transformed gam-
bling in Britain and beyond.

The law of large numbers refers to 
events governed by chance.

When you flip a coin, for exam-
ple, you have a 50 percent – or “even 
money” – chance of getting heads 
or tails. Were you to flip a coin 10 
times, it’s quite possible that heads 
will turn up seven times and tails 

three times. But after 100, or 
1000, or 10,000 flips, the ra-

tio of “heads” to “tails” will 
be closer and closer to the 
mathematical “mean of 
probability” – that is, half 
heads and half tails.

This principle was pop-
ularised by writers such as 

Abraham De Moivre, who ap-
plied them to games of chance.

De Moivre explained how, over 

time, someone with even the small-
est statistical “edge” would eventu-
ally win almost all of the money that 
was staked.

This is what happens in roulette. 
The game has 36 numbers, 18 of 
which are red and 18 of which are 
black. However, there are also two 
green house numbers – “0” and “00” 
– which, if the ball lands on them, 
means that the house can take eve-
ryone’s wager. This gives the house 
a small edge.

Imagine 10 players with $100 
apiece. Half of them bet $10 on red 
and the other half bet $10 on black. 
Assuming that the wheel strictly 
aligns with the mean of probability, 
the house will break even for 18 of 19 
spins. But on the 19th spin, the ball 
will land on one of the green “house 
numbers,” allowing the house to col-
lect all the money staked from all 
bettors.

After 100 spins, the house will 
have won half of the players’ money. 
After 200 spins, they’ll have won all 
of it.

Even with a single house number 
– the single 0 on the roulette wheels 
introduced in Monte Carlo by the ca-
sino entrepreneur Louis Blanc – the 
house would win everything after 
400 spins.

This eventuality, as De Moivre 
put it, “will seem almost incredible 
given the smallness of the odds.”

➤�JOHN EGLIN

Maths revolution led to 
casino gambling craze
Why does the house win? The law of large numbers: After 100 spins, they will 
have won half of the players’ money. After 200 spins, they’ll have won all of it
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As De Moivre anticipated, gam-
blers and gambling operators were 
slow to adopt these findings.

De Moivre’s complex mathemati-
cal equations were over the heads of 
gamblers who hadn’t mastered sim-
ple arithmetic.

Gambling operators didn’t ini-
tially buy into the Golden Theorem, 
either, seeing it as unproven and 
therefore risky.

Instead, they played it safe by pro-
moting games with long odds.

One was the Royal Oak Lot-
tery, a game played with a polyhe-
dral die with 32 faces, like a soccer 
ball. Players could bet on individual 
numbers or combinations of two or 
four numbers, giving them, at best, 
7-to-1 odds of winning.

Faro was another popular game 
of chance in which the house, or 
“bank” as it was then known, gave 
players the opportunity to defer col-
lecting their winnings for chanc-

es at larger payouts at increasingly 
steep odds.

These games – and others played 
against a bank – were highly prof-
itable to gambling entrepreneurs, 
who operated out of taverns, coffee-
houses and other similar venues. 
“Keeping a common gaming house” 
was illegal, but with the law riddled 
with loopholes, enforcement was lax 
and uneven. Public outcry against 
the Royal Oak Lottery was such that 
the Lottery Act of 1699 banned it. A 
series of laws enacted in the 1730s 
and 1740s classified faro and oth-
er games as illegal lotteries, on the 
grounds that the odds of winning or 
losing were not readily apparent to 
players.

Early writers on probability had 
asserted that the “house advantage” 
did not have to be very large for a 

gambling operation to profit enor-
mously. The government’s effort to 
ban games of chance now obliged 
gaming operators to put the law of 
long averages into practice.

Further statutes outlawed games 
of chance played with dice, cards, 
wheels or any other device featur-
ing “numbers or figures.”

None of these measures deterred 
gambling operators from the pur-
suit of profit.

Since this language did not explic-
itly include letters, the game of EO, 
standing for “even odd,” was intro-
duced in the mid 1740s, after the last 
of these gambling statutes was en-
acted. It was played on a wheel with 
40 slots, all but two of which were 
marked either “E” or “O.” As in rou-
lette, an ivory ball was rolled along 
the edge of the wheel as it was spun. 
If the ball landed in one of the two 
blank “bar holes,” the house would 
automatically win, similar to the “0” 
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and “00” in roulette.
EO’s defenders could argue that it 

was not an unlawful lottery because 
the odds of winning or losing were 
now readily apparent to players and 
appeared to be virtually equal. The 
key, of course, is that the bar holes 
ensured they weren’t truly equal.

Although this logic might not 
stand up in court, overburdened law 
enforcement was happy for a reason 
to look the other way. EO proliferat-
ed; legislation to outlaw it was pro-
posed in 1782 but failed.

Gambling operators may have 
even realised that evening the odds 
drew more players, who, in turn, 
staked more.

A fter EO appeared in Britain, 
gambling operations both there and 
on the continent of Europe introduced 
“even money” betting options into 
both new and established games.

For example, the game of biri-
bi, which was popular in France 
throughout the 18th-century, in-
volved players betting on numbers 

from 1 to 72, which were shown on 
a betting cloth. Numbered beads 
would then be drawn from a bag to 
determine the win.

In one iteration from around 1720, 
players could bet on individual num-
bers, on vertical columns of six num-

bers, or other options that promised 
large payouts against steeper odds.

By the end of the 18th-century, 
however, one biribi cloth featured 
even money options: Players could 
bet on any number between 36 and 
70 being drawn, or on any number 
between 1 and 35. Players could also 
select red or black numbers, making 
it a likely inspiration for roulette.

In Britain, the Victorian ethos of 
morality and respectability even-
tually won out. Parliament out-
lawed games of chance played for 
money in public or private in 1845, 
restrictions that were not lifted un-
til 1960.

By 1845, however, British gam-
blers could travel by steamship and 
train to one of the many European 
resorts cropping up across the con-
tinent, where the probability revo-
lution had transformed casino gam-
bling into the formidable business 
enterprise it is today. CT

John Eglin is Professor of History  
at the University of Montana.  
This article was first published  
at www.theconversation.com

The Gambling Century, by John Eg-
lin, is published by Oxford University 
Press. US $35 
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made $3.5 billion in federal political contributions during the 2022 cycle – up from $3.3 billion, adjusted for inflation, spent during the 2018 mid-term election cycle. And what are some of the rewards these companies and their bosses receive from this rancid system of cash register politics?
Corporate welfare. Hun-dreds of billions of dollars in 

corporate welfare –  subsidies, giveaways, handouts, bailouts and other freebies. Let us count some of the ways.
Tax evasions and avoid-ances. Untold billions of dol-lars are lost to the public (and gained by corporations and the wealthy) through huge escapes from the tax laws combined with Congressionally starved IRS enforcement budgets. The 

federal corporate income tax, as a percentage of total federal government revenues, is at the lowest level ever.Tiny law enforcement budgets. Deliberately tiny law enforcement budgets take cops off the corporate crime beat leading to open sesame for business fraud on the govern-ment, including massive frauds on Medicare, Medicaid and the 

Greatest bargain ever: Buy back 
your Congress. Here’s how
By Ralph Nader

W hat is, by far, hands down, no contest, corporate Ameri-ca’s most lucrative investment?
Members of Congress.A few billions of dollars of corporate money brings in tril-lions of dollars in return.Open Secrets reported last year that business interests 

l Continued on Page 5
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9  Remembering   Kent State   Massacre

14  DeJoy Puts   Post Office in   Death Spiral28 Top Ten Dead   or Dying Laws30  The Lethal   Incommunicado   Arrogance  of Congress34  Loose Talk on   Nuclear War “STOP IT, STOP IT NOW JOE” – AN OPEN LETTER TO BIDEN – PAGE 37

Tracking lobby’s million dollar club By Russell Mokhiber

I
n April 2024 Congress overwhelmingly passed and President Biden signed a military aid bill that pro-vides $95 billion in war aid – including $61 billion to Uk-raine, $8 billion to Taiwan and $26 billion to Israel – in effect a genocide tax on the American people.

And only a handful of mem-bers of the House and Senate voted against the genocide tax.“The pleasure in the vote shared by the White House and Congress, and the mainstream press’s enthusiasm, were more than a little off-putting to those with memories of past wars,” wrote Pulitzer Prize winning reporter Seymour Hersh. “Bil-lions of American taxpayer dol-lars are going to support a war in Ukraine that many believe cannot be won, and perhaps could easily be settled, with 

more billions going to support the war in Gaza that could cost Biden thousands of votes in contested states where there is intense opposition to the ongo-ing Israeli attacks.”But out of the ashes of the Gaza slaughter and ongoing war in Ukraine is growing a new anti-war movement, with a special focus on the most powerful political force driving the U.S. support of the Gaza genocide – the American Is-rael Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC).  
The new anti-AIPAC move-ment is building on increas-ing discontent in the American electorate with Israel’s assault on Gaza and its people.A March Gallup poll found that after narrowly backing Is-rael’s military action in Gaza in November, Americans now op-pose the campaign by a solid margin. Fifty-five percent cur-

Biden’s bombs November 4, 2023. Khan Yunis, Gaza Strip – “A child’s feet 

were all that were visible from the rubble. The little girl was 

killed along with three of her brothers by an Israeli air strike in 

Khan Yunis market. The mother, she lived, but was hopeful for 

hours that they would be pulled out alive by the paramedics, 

from the rubble where her home once stood.”
“We share these images with the outside world, hoping to 

convey the reality of our experiences. Yet, we understand that 

those who view our work may never fully comprehend the 

depth of our pain, the constant threat to our safety, and the 

psychological toll of living amidst conflict and uncertainty.”  

 

— Photo and text: Mohammed Zaanoun
l See An Open Letter to President Biden – Page 37

Pentagon’s eyes and 
ears in 
Congress

l Continued on Page 8

Military Fellows  on Capitol Hill
By Jay Waxse

I
n the basement of the Ray-burn House Office Building are offices of the Depart-ment of Defense legislative fellowship program – for the Air Force, the Army, the Navy, and the Marines.The purpose of these offices?According to the Pentagon – “to provide select service mem-bers and civilian employees with valuable legislative expe-rience and the Department of Defense with an understanding of how congressional actions affect the Pentagon’s budget, roles and missions, force struc-ture, military projects, and quality of life.”Translated – eyes and ears on the ground to make sure multi-billion dollar military in-dustrial complex budgets make their way through Congress.Look at them like the offices of the military industrial com-plex embedded in Congress.No other lobby or govern-ment agency that we know of has that kind of on the ground access in Congress.The minimum number of legislative fellows assigned to  Congressional offices each 

www.capitolhillcitizen.com
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O nce upon a time, back in 
the middle of the 20th- 
century, the smallest 
theatre on Broadway 
could have comfortably 

accommodated a get-together of all 
the New Yorkers worth at least $100- 
million. Not anymore. Broadway’s 
landmark Helen Hayes Theater 
holds a mere 597 seats. The number 
of “centi-millionaires” who current-
ly call the City of New York home: 
744.

New York currently hosts, re-
searchers at the London-based Hen-
ley & Partners have just reported, 
more centi-millionaires than any 
other city on Earth. And if host-
ing centi-millionaires ever became 
an Olympic sport, the Henley stats 
show, the USA would be bringing 
home gold, silver, and bronze.

The San Francisco Bay Area – 
now teeming with 675 centi-mil-
lionaires – rates as the world’s 
second-most-popular home to for-
tunes worth over $100-million. Los 
Angeles sits third with 496.

Our world’s most stout defenders 
of grand fortunes, for their part, find 
these stats a mite inconvenient.

Why this unease? The presence of 
all these super rich in New York, the 
Bay Area, and Los Angeles under-

cuts a key claim of our don’t-tax-the-
rich set. That claim: If confronted 
with any substantial tax rate, peo-
ple of major means will simply pack 
up and relocate in places that better 
appreciate how selflessly noble deep 
pockets can be.

In other words, claim fans of 
grand fortune, lawmakers inclined 
to significantly tax the rich are play-
ing a foolish game they cannot pos-
sibly win. But the rich who live in 
New York, San Francisco, and Los 
Angeles all face state and local tax-
es considerably higher than the rich 
who live in most all other major 
metropolitan areas. Yet these rich 
haven’t yet picked up and moved 
elsewhere.

Norway has become just the lat-
est political jurisdiction to go through 
a don’t-dare-tax-the-rich debate. Nor-
way’s current Labor Party-backed 
government has proposed expanding 
an existing “exit tax” on the nation’s 
rich who choose to emigrate. These 
rich, if this change goes through, will 
start owing taxes on any substantial 
capital gains they haven’t yet realised 
before their exit.

This move has horrified cheer-

leaders for Norway’s deepest pock-
ets. The Norwegian Alliance for 
Startup and Tech, a high-tech lobby 
group, says this added tax liability 
is going to make it “a lot harder” for 
Norway to attract talent and capital.

Norway’s super-rich, the Alliance 
believes, “will flee to Switzerland” 
to avoid the new exit levy.

Mark Thomas, a British business 
consultant and business school pro-
fessor, would beg to differ. The au-
thor of The Complete CEO and 99%, 
Thomas has just dealt the standard 
case for not taxing the rich a con-
vincing counter.

Yes, Thomas acknowledges, some 
rich have indeed exited their home 
societies in search of greener low-
er-tax pastures; and the holder of 
Britain’s biggest private fortune, the 
billionaire Jim Ratcliffe, did move 
to tax-haven Monaco to avoid the 
equivalent of over $5-billion in tax-
es. But no parade of Britain’s rich 
has followed in Radcliffe’s path. Year 
in and year out, London continues to 
rate as one of the world’s best places 
to live for people of means. Monaco 
doesn’t appear in the top 100.

“If you care about quality of life,” 
notes Thomas, swapping London for 
Monaco “makes no sense.”

What about the argument that 

➤�SAM PIZZIGATI

The toughest job the  
super-rich face? Trying to 
justify their good fortune
The evidence suggests  that tax cuts hurt the economy – because they prevent 
the government from investing in the future and helping those who need it most
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nations with taxes high enough to 
drive their rich away will lose out on 
the investments these rich would be 
making if they stayed home? If these 
nations “print” more money to make 
up for those lost investments, this 
argument continues, they’ll simply 
unleash horrible inflation.

Governments, of course, print 
money all the time. But they can’t, 
Thomas notes, “print” construction 
workers or doctors and nurses. If we 
want to devote more resources to 
better housing and health care, “we 
must free up real resources from 
less vital tasks” – like the luxuries 
the rich so crave. Those non-essen-
tial luxuries consume the resourc-
es “needed to deliver things that are 
essential for society.”

“We should not be afraid of any 
exodus” of the rich, Thomas con-
cludes. “We should simply shrug” at 
that prospect.

“Penalising” the rich with high 
tax rates, the rich people-friend-
ly counter, will only end up leaving 
economies sputtering and everyone 
in them worse off. High taxes, they 
insist, mean low economic growth. 
But America’s best economic years 
over the last century, Thomas points 
out, have come when the United 
States was taxing the nation’s high 
est income brackets at rates over 80 
percent.

“If anything,” Thomas adds, “the 
evidence suggests  that tax cuts 
hurt the econ-
omy – be-
cause they 
prevent 

the government from investing in 
the future and helping those who 
need it most.”

Fans of grand fortune have al-
ways struggled to refute that ev-
idence. In the end, sooner or lat-
er, they find themselves parroting 
some version of the oldest rationale 
for letting the riches of the rich just 
be. Our richest, this rationale goes, 
deserve their good fortune. Their 
brilliance entitles them to it.

One certifiably brilliant billion-
aire, James Simons, just happened 
to kick the bucket earlier this month 
at age 86. This award-winning 
mathematician helped forge break-

through in fields ranging from au-
tism to the origins of the universe. 
He also just happened to launch the 
hedge fund that would become “one 
of the most profitable investment 
firms in history.”

Simons had little patience for 
those who ascribed his mega-billion 
fortune to his brilliance.

“One can predict the course of a 
comet more easily than one can pre-
dict the course of Citigroup’s stock,” 
he noted at one point. At another: 
“In this business it’s easy to confuse 
luck with brains.”

“Luck is largely responsible for 
my reputation for genius,” Simons 
summed up at still another moment. 
“I don’t walk into the office in the 
morning and say, ‘Am I smart to-
day?’ I walk in and wonder, ‘Am I 
lucky today?’”

Simons, as perceptive as he could 
be, never quite understood that en-
tire societies can actually change 
their luck. They can work to become 
more equal. CT

Sam Pizzigati, an Institute for 
Policy Studies associate fellow, 
co-edits Inequality.org. His latest 
books include The Case for a 
Maximum Wage and The Rich 
 Don’t Always Win: The Forgotten 
Triumph over Plutocracy that 
Created the American Middle 
Class, 1900-1970

Governments, of course, 
print money all the  
time. But they can’t,  
Thomas notes,  
“print” construction 
workers or doctors  
and nurses
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➤�JOHN & NISHA WHITEHEAD

We’re not safe 
from the 
government’s 
Peeping Toms 
A populace that stops thinking for themselves is easily 
led, manipulated and controlled through propaganda, 
brainwashing, mind control, or fear-mongering

“The privacy and dignity of our 
citizens is being whittled away by 
sometimes imperceptible steps. Tak-
en individually, each step may be of 
little consequence. But when viewed 
as a whole, there begins to emerge 
a society quite unlike any we have 
seen – a society in which govern-
ment may intrude into the secret re-
gions of man’s life at will.” – Justice 
William O. Douglas

T he spirit of the Constitu-
tion, drafted by men who 
chafed against the heavy-
handed tyranny of an im-
perial ruler, would sug-

gest that one’s home is a fortress, 
safe from almost every kind of 
intrusion.

Unfortunately, a collective assault 
by the government’s cabal of legis-
lators, litigators, judges and milita-
rised police has all but succeeded 
in reducing that fortress – and the 
Fourth Amendment alongside it – to 
a crumbling pile of rubble.

We are no longer safe in our 
homes, not from the menace of a 

government and its army of Peeping 
Toms who are waging war on the 
last stronghold of privacy left to us 
as a free people.

The weapons of this particular 
war on the privacy and sanctity of 
our homes are being wielded by the 
government and its army of bureau-
cratised, corporatised, militarised 
mercenaries.

Government agents – with or 
without a warrant, with or without 
probable cause that criminal activ-
ity is afoot, and with or without the 
consent of the homeowner – are 
now justified in mounting virtual 
home invasions using surveillance 
technology – with or without the 
blessing of the courts – to invade 
one’s home with wiretaps, thermal 
imaging, surveillance cameras, aer-
ial drones, and other monitoring 
devices.

Just recently, in fact, the Michigan 
Supreme Court gave the government 
the green light to use  warrantless 

aerial drone surveillance to snoop 
on citizens at home and spy on their 
private property.

While the courts have given po-
lice significant leeway at times 
when it comes to physical intrusions 
into the privacy of one’s home (the 
toehold entry, the battering ram, the 
SWAT raid, the knock-and-talk con-
versation, etc.), the menace of such 
virtual intrusions on our Fourth 
Amendment rights has barely be-
gun to be litigated, legislated and 
debated.

Consequently, we now find our-
selves in the unenviable position 
of being  monitored, managed, cor-
ralled and controlled by technolo-
gies that answer to government and 
corporate rulers.

Indeed, almost anything goes 
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when it comes to all the ways in 
which the government can now in-
vade your home and lay siege to 
your property.

Consider that on any given 
day,  the average American go-
ing about his daily business will 
be monitored, surveilled, spied on 
and tracked in more than 20 differ-
ent  ways, by both government and 
corporate eyes and ears.

A byproduct of this surveillance 
age in which we live, whether you’re 
walking through a store, driving 
your car, checking email, or talking 
to friends and family on the phone, 
you can be sure that some govern-
ment agency is listening in and 
tracking your behaviour.

This doesn’t even begin to touch 
on the corporate trackers that mon-

itor your purchases, web browsing, 
Facebook posts and other activities 
taking place in the cyber sphere.

Stingray devices  mounted on po-
lice cars to warrantlessly track 
cell phones,  Doppler radar devic-
es that can detect human breathing 
and movement within in a home, li-
cense plate readers that can record 
up to 1800 license plates  per min-
ute,  sidewalk and “public space” 
cameras  coupled with facial recog-
nition and behaviour-sensing tech-
nology that lay the groundwork for 
police “pre-crime” programs, police 
body cameras that turn police offic-
ers into roving surveillance camer-
as, the internet of things: all of these 
technologies (and more) add up to a 
society in which there’s little room 
for indiscretions, imperfections, or 

acts of independence – especially 
not when the government can lis-
ten in on your phone calls, read your 
emails, monitor your driving habits, 
track your movements, scrutinize 
your purchases and peer through 
the walls of your home.

Without our realising it, the 
American Police State passed the 
baton off to a fully-fledged Surveil-
lance State that gives the illusion of 
freedom while functioning all the 
while like an electronic prison: con-
trolled, watchful, inflexible, puni-
tive, deadly and inescapable.

Nowhere to run and nowhere to 
hide: this is the mantra of the archi-
tects of the Surveillance State and 
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their corporate collaborators.
Government eyes see your every 

move: what you read, how much you 
spend, where you go, with whom 
you interact, when you wake up in 
the morning, what you’re watch-
ing on television and reading on the 
internet.

Every move you make is be-
ing monitored, mined for data, 
crunched, and tabulated in order to 
amass a profile of who you are, what 
makes you tick, and how best to con-
trol you when and if it becomes nec-
essary to bring you in line.

Cue the dawning of the Age of the 
Internet of Things (IoT), in which 
internet-connected “things” moni-
tor your home, your health and your 
habits in order to keep your pantry 
stocked, your utilities regulated and 
your life under control and relative-
ly worry-free.

The key word here, however, 
is control.

In the not-too-distant future, “just 
about every device you have – and 
even products like chairs, that you 
don’t normally expect to see tech-
nology in – will be connected and 
talking to each other.”

By the end of 2018, “there were 
an estimated 22 billion internet of 
things connected devices in use 
around the world… Forecasts sug-
gest that by 2030 around 50 bil-
lion of these IoT devices will be in 
use around the world, creating a 
massive web of interconnected de-
vices spanning everything from 
smartphones to kitchen appliances.”

As the technologies power-
ing these devices have become in-
creasingly sophisticated, they have 
also become increasingly wide-
spread, encompassing everything 
from toothbrushes and lightbulbs 
to cars, smart meters and medical 
equipment.

It is estimated that 127 new IoT de-
vices are connected to the web eve-
ry second.

These Internet-connected tech-

no gadgets include  smart light 
bulbs  that discourage burglars 
by making your house look occu-
pied,  smart thermostats  that regu-
late the temperature of your home 
based on your activities, and smart 
doorbells  that let you see who is at 
your front door without leaving the 
comfort of your couch.

Nest, Google’s suite of smart 
home products, has been at the fore-
front of the “connected” industry, 
with such technologically savvy con-
veniences as a smart lock that tells 
your thermostat who is home, what 
temperatures they like, and when 
your home is unoccupied; a home 
phone service system that interacts 
with your connected devices to “learn 
when you come and go” and alert you 
if your kids don’t come home; and a 
sleep system that will monitor when 
you fall asleep, when you wake up, 
and keep the house noises and tem-
perature in a sleep-conducive state.

The aim of these internet-connect-
ed devices, as Nest proclaims, is to 
make “your house a more thought-
ful and conscious home.” For exam-
ple, your car can signal ahead that 
you’re on your way home, while 
Hue lights can flash on and off to get 
your attention if Nest Protect senses 
something’s wrong. Your coffeemak-
er, relying on data from fitness and 
sleep sensors, will  brew a stronger 
pot of coffee for you if you’ve had a 
restless night.

Yet given the speed and trajecto-
ry at which these technologies are 
developing, it won’t be long before 
these devices become government 
informants, reporting independent-
ly on anything you might do that 
runs afoul of the Nanny State.

Moreover, it’s not just our homes 
and personal devices that are being 
reordered and reimagined in this 
connected age: it’s our workplac-
es, our health systems, our govern-
ment, our bodies and our innermost 
thoughts that are being plugged into 
a matrix over which we have no real 
control.

It is expected that by 2030, we will 
all experience The Internet of Sens-
es (IoS), enabled by Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI), Virtual Reality (VR), 
Augmented Reality (AR), 5G, and 
automation. The Internet of Senses 
relies on connected technology in-
teracting with our senses of sight, 
sound, taste, smell, and touch by 
way of the brain as the user inter-
face. As journalist Susan Fourtane 
explains:

Many predict that  by 2030, the 
lines between  thinking  and  do-
ing  will blur. Fifty-nine percent of 
consumers believe that we will be 
able to see map routes on VR glass-
es by simply thinking of a destina-
tion… By 2030, technology is set to 
respond to our thoughts,  and even 
share them with others… Using the 
brain as an interface could mean 
the end of keyboards, mice, game 
controllers, and ultimately user in-
terfaces for any digital device. The 
user needs to only think about the 
commands, and they will just hap-
pen. Smartphones could even func-
tion without touch screens.

Once technology is able to access 
and act on your thoughts, not even 
your innermost thoughts will be 
safe from the Thought Police.

Thus far, the public response to 
concerns about government sur-
veillance has amounted to a collec-
tive shrug. Yet when the govern-
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ment sees all and knows all and has 
an abundance of laws to render even 
the most seemingly upstanding citi-
zen a criminal and lawbreaker, then 
the old adage that you’ve got nothing 
to worry about if you’ve got nothing 
to hide no longer applies.

To our detriment, we are fast ap-
proaching a world without the Fourth 
Amendment, where the lines between 
private and public property are so 
blurred that private property is re-
duced to little more than something 
the government can use to control, 
manipulate and harass you to suit 
its own purposes, and you the home-
owner and citizen have been reduced 
to little more than a tenant or serf in 
bondage to an inflexible landlord.

When people talk about privacy, 
they mistakenly assume it protects 
only that which is hidden behind 
a wall or under one’s clothing. The 
courts have fostered this misunder-
standing with their constantly shift-
ing delineation of what constitutes 
an “expectation of privacy.” And 
technology has furthered muddied 
the waters.

However, privacy is so much more 
than what you do or say behind 
locked doors. It is a way of living 
one’s life firm in the belief that you 
are the master of your life, and bar-

ring any immediate danger to an-
other person (which is far different 
from the carefully crafted threats 
to national security the government 
uses to justify its actions), it’s no 
one’s business what you read, what 
you say, where you go, whom you 
spend your time with, and how you 
spend your money.

As Glenn Greenwald notes:
“The way things are supposed to 

work is that we’re supposed to know 
virtually everything about what 
[government officials] do: that’s 
why they’re called  public  servants. 
They’re supposed to know virtual-
ly nothing about what we do: that’s 
why we’re called  private  individu-
als. This dynamic – the hallmark 
of a healthy and free society – has 
been radically reversed.  Now, they 
know everything about what we 
do, and are constantly building sys-
tems to know more. Meanwhile, we 
know less and less about what they 

do, as they build walls of secrecy be-
hind which they function. That’s the 
imbalance that needs to come to an 
end. No democracy can be healthy 
and functional if the most conse-
quential acts of those who wield 
political power are completely un-
known to those to whom they are 
supposed to be accountable.”

As I make clear in my book  Bat-
tlefield America: The War on the 
American People and in its fictional 
counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, 
none of this will change, no matter 
which party controls Congress or 
the White House, because despite 
all of the work being done to help us 
buy into the fantasy that things will 
change if we just elect the right can-
didate, we’ll still be prisoners of the 
electronic concentration camp. CT

John W. Whitehead is founder 
and president of The Rutherford 
Institute. His most recent books 
are the ‘Battlefield America: The 
War on the American People,’ 
‘A Government of Wolves: The 
Emerging American Police State,’ 
and a dystopian fiction novel, ‘The 
Erik Blair Diaries’. Whitehead 
can be contacted at staff@
rutherford.org. Nisha Whitehead 
is the Executive Director of The 
Rutherford Institute. Information 
about The Rutherford Institute is 
available at www.rutherford.org
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I n early April, the navies of four 
countries – Australia, Japan, 
the Philippines, and the Unit-
ed States – held a maritime ex-
ercise in the South China Sea. 

Australia’s Warramunga, Japan’s 
Akebono, the Philippines’ Antonio 
Luna, and the United States’ Mobile 
worked together in these waters to 
strengthen their joint abilities and – 
as they said in a joint statement – to 
“uphold the right to freedom of navi-
gation and overflight and respect for 
maritime rights under internation-
al law.” A few weeks later, between 
April 22 and May 8, ships from the 
Philippines and the United States 
operated alongside Australian and 
French naval troops for Exercise Ba-
likatan 2024.

For this Balikatan (“shoulder-to-
shoulder”), over 16,000 troops par-
ticipated in an area of the South Chi-
na Sea that is outside the territorial 
waters of the Philippines. 

Alongside the navies of these na-
tions, the Coast Guard of the Philip-
pines took part in Exercise Balika-
tan. This is significant because it 
is the boats of the Coast Guard that 
most often encounter Chinese ships 
in these international waters, part 
of which are disputed between Chi-
na and the Philippines. Although 
the official documents of these exer-
cises do not mention China by name, 
they are certainly designed as part 

of the increasing military activity 
driven by the United States along 
China’s maritime border. 

During the Balikatan exercise, 
the navy vessels from the Philip-
pines and the United States jointly 
attacked and sank the decommis-
sioned Philippine Navy BRP Lake 
Caliraya. 

The ship – which was made in 
China – had been donated to the 
navy by the Philippine National Oil 
Company in 2014. The fact that it 
was the only ship in the Philippines’ 
navy that was made in China did not 
go unnoticed within China. Colonel 
Francel Margareth Padilla-Tabor-
lupa, a spokesperson of the armed 
forces of the Philippines, said that 
this was “purely coincidental.”

During Balikatan, the defense 
ministers of the four main nations 
met in Honolulu, Hawaii to discuss 
the political implications of these 
military exercises off the coast of 
China. 

Australia’s Richard Marles, Ja-
pan’s Kihara Minoru, the Philip-
pines’ Gilberto Teodoro, and the 
United States’ Lloyd Austin met 
for their second meeting to dis-
cuss their collaboration in the re-
gion that they call the Indo-Pacific. 
It was at the edges of this meeting 
that the public relations teams of 
these ministers began to float the 
term “Squad” to refer to these four 

countries. While they did not for-
mally announce the creation of a 
new bloc in East Asia, this new nick-
name intends to provide a de facto 
announcement of its existence.

In 2007, the leaders of Australia, 
India, Japan, and the United States 
met in Manila (Philippines) to es-
tablish the Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue (or Quad) while their mili-
taries conducted Exercise Malabar 
in the Philippines Sea. The Quad did 
not initially include the Philippines, 
whose President at the time – Glo-
ria Arroyo – was trying to improve 
relations between her country and 
China. 

The Quad did not develop because 
Australia’s Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd was unhappy with Washing-
ton’s growing belligerence towards 
Beijing. It revived in 2017, once 
more in Manila, with a more forth-
right agenda to work against Chi-
na’s Belt and Road ambitions in the 
region (which US Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson called “predatory 
economics”).

Over the past two years, the Unit-
ed States has been frustrated with 
India’s discomfort with the kind of 
pressure campaign that the US has 
been mounting against China and 
Russia. India refused to stop buying 
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discounted Russian energy, which 
was a pragmatic decision during 
an election period (although India’s 
purchase of Russian energy has de-
clined over time). 

When asked if India will consid-
er being a NATO+ member, India’s 
foreign minister S. Jaishankar said 
that India does not share the “NATO 
mentality.” India’s reluctance to join 
in the full-throated New Cold War 
against China annoyed the US gov-
ernment, which therefore decided to 
set aside the Quad and assemble the 
Squad with the more pliant and ea-
ger government of Philippines presi-
dent Bongbong Marcos. 

It is important to note, howev-
er, that in April India delivered a 
batch of supersonic BrahMos cruise 
missiles to the Philippines (sold for 
$375-million and produced by a joint 
venture between arms manufactur-
ers in India and Russia). That these 
missiles might be part of the new 
pressure campaign against China 

is not something buried in the fine 
print of the deal.

Since its “pivot to Asia,” the 
United States has sought to provoke 
China. The US trade war that began 
in 2018 largely fizzled out due to Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative and its 
attempt to build the advanced pro-
duction lines to circumvent US trade 
restrictions (for instance, when the 
US tried to prevent China from im-
porting semiconductor chips, the 
Chinese developed their own manu-
facturing capacity). 

The US attempt to make Taiwan 
into the frontline of its pressure 
campaign has not borne fruit ei-
ther. The inauguration of Taiwan’s 
new president Lai Ching-te on May 
20 brings to the helm a man who is 
not interested in pushing for Tai-
wan’s independence; only six per-
cent of Taiwan’s population favours 

unification with China or independ-
ence, with the rest of the population 
satisfied with the status quo. Una-
ble to create the necessary provoca-
tion over Taiwan, the United States 
has moved its gunsights to the 
Philippines.

While the Philippines and China 
dispute the status of several islands 
in the waters between them, these 
disagreements are not sufficient to 
drive either country to war. 

In April 2024, former president of 
the Philippines Rodrigo Duterte re-
called that when he was president 
(2016-2022), “there was no quarrel. 
We can return to normalcy. I hope 
that we can stop the ruckus over 
there because the Americans are 
the ones pushing the Philippine gov-
ernment to go out there and find a 
quarrel and eventually maybe start 
a war.” 

In March, President Marcos said 
he is “not poking the bear” and does 
not want to “provoke” China. How-
ever, the formation of the Squad two 
months later does indicate that the 
Philippines has now replaced Tai-
wan as the frontline state for US 
provocations against China.

China’s vice chair of its Central 
Military Commission, Zhang Youxia, 
warned against “gunboat muscles.” 
“Reality has shown,” he said, “that 
those who make deliberate provo - 
cations, stoke tensions, or support 
one side against another for self-
ish gains will ultimately only hurt 
themselves.” CT

Vijay Prashad is an Indian 
historian, editor, and journalist. 
He is a writing fellow and chief 
correspondent at Globetrotter. An 
editor of LeftWord Books, Prashad 
is director of Tricontinental: 
Institute for Social Research. His 
latest book (with Noam Chomsky) 
is ‘The Withdrawal: Iraq, Libya, 
Afghanistan, and the Fragility 
of US Power.’ This article was 
produced by Globetrotter.

FS Vendemiaire, USS Harpers Ferry, and BRP Ramon Alcaraz conducts “division 
tactics” during the recent multilateral Balikatan joint maritime exercise
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