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The events of 30 January 1972 in Northern Ireland
weren't an aberration. Britain has been in the
business of killing dissenters across its former
empire for decades, writes Adam Ramsay

Bloody Sunday

- How the
ritish empire

came home

CRISP winter day in

Derry. Fifteen thou-

sand gathered to protest

against detention with-

out trial. At ten past four,
British paratroopers opened
fire. Twenty-eight people were
shot, some in the back as they
fled. Fourteen were killed: sev-
en, teenagers.

Some, like Northern Ireland
secretary Karen Bradley and
defence secretary Gavin Wil-
liamson, think there’s nothing
to see here, saying that British
soldiers in Northern Ireland
were “fulfilling their duties in a
dignified and appropriate way”,
and should be above the law.

Others take Bloody Sunday
more seriously. It has been the
subject of inquiries and prime

ministerial apologies and, now,
a prosecution. Still, the events
of that day are treated as an
aberration, pathologised like a
weeping mole on smooth skin.

If only. In truth the sickness
is spread throughout the UK
and began long ago. The mas-
sacre in Bogside offers a rare
window into what the UK real-
ly was, only a generation back.
And soit helps us to understand
what we have become.

To do that, we need to unpick
a tangle of tears and torture.
This story is one thread in that
knot; a strand of barbed wire
that winds its way through the
late British empire, from Ire-
land to Kenya to a small island
in the Gulf.

It includes a very British

cast of characters, including an
Englishman at the heart of the
British army, an Irishman who
threw himself on a grenade to
save his colleagues and a Scots-
man who spent 30 years as “the
butcher of Bahrain”.

Most of all, it’s a story about
two teenagers, called Kevin
and Ali, and how they came to
be shot dead.
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The story ends with the
announcement last month
that one soldier, Soldier F, has
been charged with the murder
of James Wray and William
McKinney; and for the attempt-
ed murders of Joseph Friel,
Michael Quinn, Joe Mahone
and Patrick O’Donnell on Sun-
day, January 30, 1972.

But it starts 5,000 miles away,
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in Kenya, with our Englishman
and our Scotsman.

Frank Kitson and British
counter-insurgency from
Kenya to Ireland

During the 1950s, the British
tried to retain control of lands
in Kenya that they had violently
stolen from the Kikuyu and other

remember
the Bloody
Sunday
tragedy.

groups. Native Kenyans fought
back in the Mau Mau uprising,.
Historians have document-
ed widespread torture by British
forces, including crushing testi-
cles with pliers and the intern-
ment of up to 320,000 people in
concentration camps where they
endured slavery, starvation, mur-
der and rape with blunt objects.
Meanwhile, 1.5-million Kenyans
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were confined to a network of
detention camps and heavily pa-
trolled villages, as documented
by the historian Caroline Elkins
in her Pulitzer-winning Britain’s
Gulag.

According to Kenya’s biggest
newspaper, the Daily Nation, a
man named Ian Henderson was
known in Kenya as the “tor-
turer in chief”, and was “the
prime mover in the preparation
of bogus evidence in the 1953
trial at Kapenguria”, where six
leading Mau Mau figures were
convicted, including the future
first president of independent
Kenya, Jomo Kenyatta. Hend-
erson, from Aberdeenshire, is
our Scotsman. He died
in 2013.

The Daily Nation
discusses how Hender-
son and his colleagues
managed to recruit a
significant number of
people to a network of
underground ‘countergangs’,
and says that one of the key
techniques at the time was the
use of summary courts through
which more than 1,000 Kenyans
were executed for crimes such
as “consorting with terrorists”
and “illegal possession of fire-
arms”. As the paper puts it:

“The psychology underlying
the treatment prescribed by
Ian Henderson for the recruits
for the pseudo-gangs... was to
trump the fear of betrayal by
an even more powerful fear of
instant death by hanging”.

Ian Henderson was awarded
the George Medal - Britain’s
highest civilian award — on Sep-
tember 28, 1954 for his work in
Kenya.

But he didn’t earn this
dubious honour on his own.
During Henderson’s time in
Kenya, according to the Daily
Nation,he was “part of the small
team developing the pseudo-
gangster techniques”. The other
person the newspaper names as
a member of this team was our
Englishman: Frank Kitson.

Kitson later wrote about
the techniques developed in
Kenya in a book entitled Gangs
and Countergangs. It launched
his reputation as a counter-
insurgency expert whose theo-
ries — including in how to use
“countergangs” - shaped Brit-
ish and United States military

More than 1,000 Kenyans were

executed for crimes such as “consorting
with terrorists" and “illegal possession

of firearms"

—

strategy for decades to come.
On New Year’s Day 1955,
Frank Kitson was awarded the
British Military Cross “in rec-
ognition of gallant and distin-
guished services in Kenya”.
Three years later, he gained a
bar to that medal for his work
in the Malayan ‘Emergency’.
During Britain’s brutal war
in Malaysia — waged in part
so that Clement Attlee’s gov-
ernment could continue to
plunder the country’s rubber,
despite a famine, to fund Brit-
ain’s post-war reconstruction
— half a million Malaysians
were forced into concentra-
tion camps through a process
known as ‘villagisation’.
Writing about this cam-

paign, Kitson borrowed tactics
from Mao Zedong and learned
from his own experience with
the Mau Mau, describing the
relationship between army and
insurgents as like that between
a fisherman and fish: “If a fish
has got to be destroyed it can
be attacked directly by rod or
net ... But if rod and net cannot
succeed by themselves it may
be necessary to do something
to the water”. In theory, he said,
this could include “polluting the
water”.

Kitson’s career then took him
- via Ba rain, Aden and Cy-
prus, all places where
the British state is
accused of wide-
spread use of torture
- to Northern Ire-
land. There, Michael
Jackson, who went
on to be the profes-
sional head of the British army
during the Iraq war, described
him as “the sun around which
the planets revolved”, saying
that he “very much set the tone
for the operational style in Bel-
fast”.

According to Paddy Dev-
lin of the Social Democratic and
Labour Party, Kitson “probably
did more than any other indi-
vidual to sour relations between
the Catholic community and the
security forces”.

The notorious Military Reac-
tion Force (MRF), which has
been accused of being behind
a string of illegal shootings of
Catholic teenagers in the early
1970s, was based at Kitson’s
headquarters outside Belfast.
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One of the units under his
command was nicknamed ‘Kit-
sons Private Army’. Its official
name was 1 Para. On that crisp
day in Derry, 30 January 1972,
it was ‘Kitson’s Private Army’
who fired all 108 shots[1].

One of the victims was our
first teenager. Kevin McElhin-
ney, 17, was shot from behind
while trying to crawl to safety.
Mike Jackson, later head of the
British Army, was present on
that day. According to his auto-
biography, Kitson, who was on
leave at the time, later berated
the acting commander for not
having gone far enough.

A fortnight later, on 15
February 1972, Frank Kitson
was knighted by the Queen for
“gallant and distinguished”
service in Northern Ireland.

But his story doesn’t end
there. Despite the huge atten-
tion given to Bloody Sunday, it’s
not the main reason Kitson is
known in Northern Ireland.

The British grenade

The following year, a Catholic
joiner named Eugene Heenan
was driving his colleagues to a
job when a British-army-issue
hand grenade was thrown into
their minibus. Heenan threw
himself onto the grenade,
and was killed saving his col-
leagues. The murder was put
down to Loyalist paramilitaries
- but the man found guilty of it,
Albert Baker, was a former sol-
dier who claimed links to Brit-
ish intelligence.

In 2015, lawyers represent-
ing Heenan’s widow began civil
proceedings against the British

Ministry of Defence, naming
Kitson as a respondent in the
case.

They said that they were
seeking to “obtain truth and
accountability for our clients as
to the role of the British army
and Frank Kitson in the coun-
terinsurgency operation in the
north of Ireland during the
early part of the conflict, and
the use of loyalist paramilitary
gangs to contain the republican-
nationalist threat through ter-
ror, manipulation of the rule of
law, infiltration and subversion
all core to the Kitson military
doctrine”. Mark Thompson
from the Belfast-based cam-
paign group Relatives for Jus-
tice has told openDemocracy
that the case will soon return to
court.

It’s not the only active case in-
volving Kitson. A group of men
who say they were tortured
- known as the Hooded Men -
announced legal proceedings
against him earlier this year.
We still don’t know the truth
of these cases, and Kitson
denies any knowledge of the
death of Eugene Heenan. But
documents released in recent
years have confirmed stories
of collusion between the British
Army in Northern Ireland and
Loyalist paramilitary gangs
responsible for murder and tor-
ture. One government memo
from the 1970s, uncovered in
2006, says that up to 15 percent
of soldiers in the Ulster Defence
Regiment (UDR) - then the
biggest regiment in the British
Army - were linked to Loyal-

ist terrorist groups, and that
the UDR was the best source of
weapons for Loyalist terrorists.

Relatives for Justice accuse
Kitson of being one of the
“architects of collusion” and
allege that he brought his coun-
ter-gangs doctrine from Kenya
to Northern Ireland - one
of his books on the subject was
published while he was serv-
ing in Northern Ireland. How-
ever, Frank Kitson has always
denied that collusion was a
product of his theories on the
use of ‘counter-gangs’.

At the Saville Inquiry into
Bloody Sunday, Kitson said:

“It has been suggested that
I might have had some special
influence in Northern Ireland
because of my earlier experi-
ences of counterinsurgency
and peace-keeping and because
I'had recently prepared areport
for the army on these matters,
which was published as a book
called Low Intensity Opera-
tions in November 1971. I had
also written an account of my
personal experiences during
the Kenya emergency published
in 1960.

“I do not consider that either
my experiences or my books
would have been of much
interest to my superiors at the
time, most of whom had been
involved in these sorts of opera-
tions themselves. Furthermore,
Low Intensity Operations was
only published towards the end
of my time in Northern Ireland
and did not become very well
known until some months after
I had left the Province. I very
much doubt whether the GOC
[general officer commanding]

ColdType | April 2019 | www.coldtype.net



http://www.coldtype.net

or the CLF [Commander Land
Forces] had read it by January
1972; indeed they may never
have read it”.

James Hughes, an expert in
conflict and reconciliation at
the London School of Econom-
ics, has a different perspective,
and it’s worth quoting him at
length about Kitson’s tenure in
Northern Ireland:

“Kitson favoured shock
troops like 1 Para and the SAS,
and the undercover MRF ...
The MRF not only murdered
suspects and unarmed Catho-
lic civilians but also colluded
with loyalist paramilitariesin a
campaign of sectarian murder
of innocent Catholics.
The 30-year duration of
the conflict in the North
is the most obvious evi-
dence of the military fail-
ure of these tactics ...

“Atthe Saville Enquiry
[into the Bloody Sunday
killings] Kitson’s memory of
events was poor, but he was
sure that there was no insur-
gency when he arrived in Bel-
fast in late 1970. By the time of
his departure in April 1972 the
Catholic community was in all-
out revolt”.

Kitson went on to be com-
mander of UK land forces in
the early 1980s. In the 2000s, he
was a key adviser on US mili-
tary strategy during the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan. As the
Daily Telegraph recounts, ‘Dav-
id Petraeus, the American gen-
eral who commanded coalition
operations in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, drew heavily on Sir
Frank’s work when he devised
the US Army’s new strategy for

confronting al-Qaeda and the
Taliban, even making the time
to visit the 88-year-old retired
general at his Devon home.
Frank Kitson, now in his
nineties, still lives in Devon and
continues to be treated by the
military establishments of the
western world as an expert in
counterinsurgency.

Bahrain: a British island
in the Gulf

To place Bloody Sunday in its
proper context, we also need
to look at what British officials
were up to elsewhere. In 1963,
Frank Kitson’s former colleague

“Their activities are said to have included
the ransacking of villages, sadistic
sexual abuse and using power drills

to maim prisoners

= =

Ian Henderson was deported
from newly independent Kenya.
He moved to Bahrain, bring-
ing with him his experience as
“chief torturer”. If it seems odd
that a British policeman would
be given such a job, it’s worth
briefly reviewing the history of
this island in the Gulf.

lI.he government of British
India took control of Bahrain
in 1861. In the 1920s, the UK
founded the Bahraini police
force, and the island remained
a British protectorate until 15
August 1971 - six months be-
fore Bloody Sunday. From the
1950s, the regime struggled
to contain an independence

movement and Britain used vi-
olent crowd control techniques
to prop up its puppet govern-
ment. Pro-independence lead-
ers were eventually deported.
In 1965 the Royal Navy used
helicopters to drop tear gas on
Bahraini protesters.

As Marc Owen Jones wrote
for openDemocracy in 2013:

“Charles Belgrave, a British
official who worked in Bahrain
between 1926 and 1957, and
whose multiple roles included
financial advisor to the Ruler,
commandant of the police, and
judge, used torture on detainees
inanumber of high profile cases,
as did his British colleague Cap-
tain Parke. Methods
included beatings,
sleep deprivation,
and on one occasion
the placing of light-
ed pieces of paper
between the toes of a
detainee”.

In the 1970s, the country’s
police force was headed by a
British officer, Jim Bell. Alistair
McNutt, a former police officer
in Hong Kong under British
rule, was a colonel in the inte-
rior ministry until 2002. And
from 1968 until 1998, the head
of the Bahraini secret police
was our Scotsman, Ian Hend-
erson, who became known
as the “Butcher of Bahrain”.
“During this time”, accord-
ing to the Guardian, “his men
allegedly detained and tortured
thousands of anti-government
activists.

“Their activities are said to
have included the ransacking of
villages, sadistic sexual abuse
and using power drills to maim
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prisoners. On many occasions
they are said to have detained
children without informing
their parents, only to return
them months later in body
bags”.

In 1984, Ian Henderson was
awarded a CBE for “services to
British interests in Bahrain”.

When he stood down as head
of Bahrain’s secret police in
1998, Henderson was replaced
in the role by another British ex-
serviceman - a colonel, Thomas
Bryan.

After the Metropolitan Police
deputy commissioner John Yat-
es resigned as Britain’s most
senior counter-terrorism officer
over the phone-hacking scandal
in 2011, he, too, went to work for
the Bahraini government for
six months. He was to oversee
reform of its police force. While
there, Yates dismissed some
criticism of Bahrain’s police as
“malicious propaganda”.

Between 2012 and 2017, the
Foreign Office spent signifi-
cant sums training Bahrain’s
security services, including
arranging a number of visits
to Belfast so that Bahraini offi-
cials could learn about crowd-
control techniques from North-
ern Irish colleagues and have a
tour of Northern Ireland’s only
high-security prison. During
one visit to Northern Ireland,
Bahraini officers were trained
in “community intelligence”
and “how to use dogs”.

Until then, our second teen-
ager, Ali al Singace had sur-
vived in hiding in Bahrain. Ali
had been a teenage protester
during the 2011 pro-democracy
uprising. Shortly after this visit

Police

Former
deputy commissioner Paul Yat-
es went to work for six months
with the Bahrain government.
Photo: YouTube screenshot

Metropolitan

to Northern Ireland, Bahrain’s
Ministry for the Interior man-
aged to locate him.

Ali was taken to Jau prison,
where staff from the Foreign
Office-funded company NI-CO
were training 400 prison offic-
ers. During specific periods
that NI-CO staff were training
guards in Jao prison, Ali report-
ed being raped and tortured by
his prison guards, as did dozens
of fellow inmates.

In January 2017, he was shot
dead.

Despite its history, Bahrain
has managed to retain a posi-
tive reputation internationally,
to a significant extent because
of the British PR firms Bell Pot-
tinger and Weber Shandwick.
In the latter case, the country’s
account was for a while man-
aged by Priti Patel, who went
on to be a Conservative minis-

ter, and continued to visit the
country as an MP - funded by
its government — and advocate
for it in Parliament. Patel was
sacked as a minister in 2017 for
her off-the-books relationship
with the Israeli government.

In 2013, King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa of Bahrain — whose
family has long been propped
up by the British - summarised
his regime’s relationship with
the UK government:

“The first Treaty of Friend-
ship was signed in 1820, nearly
200 years ago, and it remained
until replaced by a new one in
1971 on Britain’s withdrawal
from the Gulf — a unilateral
decision of which my father said
- ‘Why? - No one asked you to
go’! In fact for all practical and
strategic purposes the British
presence has not changed and
it remains such that we believe
we shall never be without it”.

In April last year, 47 years af-
ter the UK left its original HMS
Juffair base in Bahrain, Brit-
ain opened a new naval base in
the country. Defence Secretary
Gavin Williamson explained
why, saying, “Our Armed Forc-
es are the face of Global Britain
and our presence in Bahrain
will play a vital role in keeping
Britain safe as well as under-
pinning security in the Gulf”.
It’s not the only new mili-
tary base in the region: in
2015, the UK announced a
major expansion of its military
presence in Oman, where the
current sultan is a former UK
army officer who secured his
role in a British coup in 1970. He
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already hosts the only perma-
nent SAS base outside the UK
and three GCHQ bases which
tap the undersea cables run-
ning from the Gulf under the
Strait of Hormus. His regime,
like that of Bahrain, relies on
the use of torture to maintain
its control. The UK’s biggest
corporation, Shell, owns 34
percent of Oman’s state oil com-
pany — with 60 percent owned
by the government. According
to historian Mark Curtis, the
two bases will provide the UK
with its biggest capacity for mil-
itary intervention in the Middle
East since the 1960s.

What it means to be a person
from these islands

If Britain had a functional me-
dia or a sensible government,
the debate about the prosecu-
tion of a soldier for alleged mur-
der on Bloody Sunday would be
a chance to talk about our impe-

The debate about the
prosecution of a soldier for
alleged murder on Bloody
Sunday should be a chance
to talk about Britain's
imperial history

————

rial history: how it’s shaped our
post-imperial present and how
it’s led us to the chaos of today.
It would be an opportunity to
explore what we did to people
across the planet and ask ques-
tions about where we are now;
to challenge the way that we’ve
started to sell the lessons of em-
pire to the world.

This should be a chance to
talk about the tragic fact that
the events in Derry that day
weren’t nearly as unusual as we
like to think.

It would be an opportunity for
national catharsis, for the start

of a process of truth and recon-
ciliation with the peoples across
the world who were subjugated
by the British state. This is our
moment to talk about what we
can make it mean to be a person
from these islands.

But instead, we get delusion
from the Northern Ireland sec-
retary and praise for the chaps
at the top. We get mawkish
empire sentimentalism, and
our reporters rarely examine
the fact that we’ve become
the world centre for mercenary
companies, nor think about how
that influences our politics. And
we rarely discuss the fact that,
for millions of people, the feel-
ing of Britishness is still, to this
day, the feeling of cold steel on
soft flesh. CT
Adam Ramsay is co-editor
of opendemocracyUK -
www.opendemocracy.net -
where this article was first
published
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100 years ago this month, British soldiers massacred 1,000 men, women and
children trapped in a public garden. Trevor Grundy looks at a new book that
recalls one of the most shameful acts in the history of British imperialism

the darkest

Exposil;ﬂ

day of

N October 2 it will be

the 150th anniversary of

Gandhi’s birth. Expect a

tsunami of books, mem-

oirs, articles, radio/tv
programmes about the way this
remarkable ascetic turned the
British Empire upside-down by
using Indian soul force (Satya-
grapha) to undermine British
bullet power.

Despite the hundreds of
books written about him, there
remains an insatiable desire to
know more about this extraor-
dinary man and the societies in
Britain, South Africa and India
that shaped him and formed his
ideas.

Soaroundofapplause for Kim
Wagner whose compelling book
about the massacre at Amritsar
on April 13, 1919 should be on
the desk of every young stu-
dent of history throughout the
Commonwealth.

As we approach the cente-
nary of the vile act, there is in
certain British political closets
a yearning, a longing for the
days of the Raj. There’s also a
yearning, too, for an official

Yaumin Khan, suthor of Fie Groas Portitesn
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AMRITSAR 1919

An Empire of Fear and the
Making of a Massacre
Kim A. Wagner

Yale University Press

£20

apology for the massacre.

In his book Inglorious
Empire (Hurst & Company,
London, 2016) Shashi Tharoor
suggests the best form of atone-
ment is not a politician’s apol-
ogy, but rather to start teaching
unromanticised colonial histo-

e British Raj

ry in schools because, “the Brit-
ish public is woefully ignorant
of the realities of the British
Empire and what it meant to its
subject people”.

In 1919, Winston Churchill
condemned what happened at
Amritsar describing it as “an
event which stands in singular
and sinister isolation”.

Prime Minister David Cam-
eron didn’t get round to for-
mally apologising to the people
of India during a trade visit in
2013, but he did describe the
massacre as “a deeply shameful
act in British history”.

But for nearly all Indians, the
slaughter at Amritsar following
weeks of agitation and demon-
stration against the Rowlatt Act
- a draconian piece of legisla-
tion that banned political gath-
erings, but also succeeded in
welding together Muslims, Hin-
dus and Sikhs - was the most
murderous single act in the his-
tory of the British Empire.

The facts are no longer in
doubt, though the meaning
remains disputed. The way
Wagner sheds fresh light on
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an old story makes this one of
the most important books of the
year.

I-ate in the afternoon of April
13, 1919, the British officer
Brigadier-General = Reginald
Dyer (born and brought up in
India by British parents) with
50 or so troops under his com-
mand entered the enclosure
known as the Jallianwala Bagh
in Amritsar in Northern India
(Punjab).

A crowd of several thousand
civilians had gathered in the
high-walled public garden to
protest against the imprison-
ment of two local nationalist
leaders, Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew,
one of the main leaders of Gan-
dhi’s Satyagraha movement in
Amritsar, and Dr Satyapal.

Riots had broken out in sev-
eral cities following the murder
of five British citizens in Amrit-
sar and the British officials had
introduced a curfew. All politi-
cal rallies were banned.

Without prior warning, Dyer
ordered his men to open up
sustained fire on the crowd. It
lasted for ten minutes, stopping
only when the soldiers ran out
of bullets.

According to official figures,
1,650 rounds were spent, 370
people were Kkilled and 1,200
wounded. Indian journalists
said the death toll was more
like 1,000, including women,
children and babies.

The Amritsar Massacre has
since become a by-word for colo-
nial brutality and repression,
and in India it is remembered
as the watershed that irrevo-

cably put Indian nationalists
on the path to independence, a
struggle that came to fruition
in 1947.

There are no contemporary
photographs of the massacre
but thanks to the visceral depic-
tion in Attenborough’s 1982
film, Ghandi, it is now one of
the most recognisable images
of British India.

Of course, Wagner is not the
first — nor will he be the last - to
write about Amritsar.

Nigel Collect’s biography of
Dyer, The Butcher of Amritsar:
General Reginald Dyer (Lon-
don, 2005) contributed to the
public’s knowledge of what hap-
pened. Then, on the other side of
the Amritsar coin, there is Nick
Lloyd’s The Amritsar Massacre:
The Untold Story of One Fate-
ful Day (IB. Tauris 2011), which
Wagner described in a review
as “a complete whitewash”, and
a piece of “callous jingoism.”

Wagner’s book is timely,
especially if you live in Britain.

The subject of who is responsi-
ble for massacres is a burning
issue with the question of im-
punity arousing strong feeling
in England, Ireland and North-
ern Ireland following a fresh
look at the events surround-
ing the deaths of 13 civilians
at Londonderry during Bloody
Sunday 47 years ago.

At the Hunter Committee
Inquiry following the slaugh-
ter in the Punjab, arguments
for and against the actions of
Dyer were heard. Those there
remembered the words of
Frederick Cooper, the deputy

Commissioner of Amritsar
in 1857, the year of the Indian
“mutiny” or India’s First War
of Independence.

He said violence was neces-
sary to keep people in order and
“to show publicly in the eyes of
all men that at all events, the
Punjab authorities adhered to
their policy of over-awing, by a
prompt and stern initiative...”

Over-awing was certainly
used by the British after the
uprising of ’57 which saw the
Mughal practice of capturing
rebels and strapping them to the
mouths of cannons loaded with
gunpowder and blowing them to
pieces in front of crowds of local
spectators forced to watch the
executions. The prisoners had
their intestines blown into the
faces of their former comrades
who stood watching the scenes,
horrified and shell-shocked for
the rest of their lives.

But it was the Indian atroci-
ties at Cawnpore that entered
the history books read by Brit-
ish schoolchildren. Memory of
the slaughter of British women
and children hang like a bloody
cloud over those Anglo-Europe-
ans in the Raj.

The officious policeman
McBriyde tells the liberal
minded Fielding in EM For-
ster’s Passage to India to study
the records of the Indian Muti-
ny rather than the Bhagavad
Gita if he wants to understand
India.

Stiff upper lips and rhino-
whips dominated imperial
behaviour. There was no place
for self-doubt as Orwell tells us
in Shooting an Elephant (writ-
ten in 1936) about life in another
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part of the empire, Burma.
“... every white man’s life in the
East was one long struggle not
to be laughed at”.

The Morning Post newspa-
per of July 8, 1919, comment-
ed: "Whenever the people of
India show signs of unrest or
of conspiracy or of revolution
there rises before the minds
of Anglo-Europeans the spec-
tre of the Indian Mutiny and
the horror of Cawnpore and
they are constrained to ask
themselves whether the dis-
turbances are only the pre-
cursors of a similar revolu-
tion. So a great force is used
in quelling disturbances that
would be used in other places
where British rule is more
firmly established”.

Middle class England and
the aristocracy rallied to Dyer
and raised the massive for that
time sum of £26,000 so he need
never work again.

Later on, many Indians
rejected the relatively paltry

amounts that were offered to
the victims as compensation.

Is there a need for another
half-hearted but well-worded
apology for a crime so little
known by the British people?

Wagner writes: “A British
apology for the Amritsar Mas-
sacre in 2019 would only ever
be for one man’s actions, as
isolated an unprecedented and
not for the colonial rule that
in Gandhi’s words, produced
Dyer. Rather than being an act
of humility, an apology in the
centenary year would thus sim-
ply sustain a sentimental vision
of the British Empire - a vision
on which the red blotches on
the world-map are not blood but
clusters of eternally grateful
‘natives’, and on which the sun
stubbornly refuses to set”.

Some readers will remember
what Princeton Professor Dun-
can Spaeth (1868-1954) jokingly
remarked about the sun never
setting on the British Empire.
He said that not even God

would trust an Englishman in
the dark.

How a tragedy fuelled Indian
loathing of Empire and enabled
Gandhi to emerge as a pre-em-
inent nationalist leader able to
bring together different classes,
ethnic backgrounds and reli-
gions will not be lost on discern-
ing minds throughout India.

But to forgive and forget?

As William Wordsworth
said, there are some thoughts
and memories that lie “ too deep
for tears.”

A thorough reading of this
well-written, fact packed, beau-
tifully illustrated and keenly
researched and clearly indexed
book will convince most read-
ers that the tragic and utterly
unnecessary events at Amrit-
sar 100 years ago this month is
one of them. CT

Trevor Grundy is an English
author and journalist who
lives and works in Canterbury,
England.
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Be it Jacob Rees-Mogg or Nigel Farage, blusterers and braggarts are rewarded
with platforms that distort our political debate, writes George Monbiot

How the media let

malicious idiots take over

F our politics is becoming

less rational, crueller and

more divisive, this rule of

public life is partly to blame:

the more disgracefully you
behave, the bigger the platform
the media will give you.

If you are caught lying, cheat-
ing, boasting or behaving like
an idiot, you’ll be flooded with
invitations to appear on current
affairs programmes. If you play
straight, don’t expect the phone
toring.

In an age of 24-hour news,
declining ratings and intense
competition, the commodity in
greatest demand is noise. Never
mind the content, never mind
the facts: all that now counts
is impact. A loudmouthed buf-
foon, already the object of pub-
lic outrage, is a far more bank-
able asset than someone who
knows what they’re talking
about. So the biggest platforms
are populated by blusterers and
braggarts.

The media is the mirror in
which we see ourselves. With
every glance, our self-image
subtly changes.

When the BBC launched its
new Scotland channel recently,
someone had the bright idea of
asking Mark Meechan - who
calls himself Count Dankula -
to appear on two of its discus-
sion programmes. His sole claim
to fame is being fined for circu-
lating a video showing how he
had trained his girlfriend’s dog
to raise its paw in a Nazi salute
when he shouted: “Sieg heil!”
and “Gas the Jews”. The epi-
sodes had to be ditched after a
storm of complaints. This could
be seen as an embarrassment
for the BBC. Or it could be seen
as a triumph, as the channel
attracted massive publicity a
few days after its launch.

The best thing to have hap-
pened to the career of Wil-
liam Sitwell, the then-editor of
Waitrose  magazine,  was
the scandal he caused when he
sent a highly unprofessional,
juvenile email to a freelance
journalist, Selene Nelson, who
was pitching an article on ve-
gan food. “How about a series

on Kkilling vegans, one by one.
Ways to trap them? How to
interrogate them properly?
Expose their hypocrisy? Force-
feed them meat,” he asked
her. He was obliged to resign.
As a result of the furore, he
was snapped up by the Tel-
egraph as its new food critic,
with a front-page launch and
expensive publicity shoot.

Last June, the scandal mer-
chant Isabel Oakeshott was
exposed for withholding a
cache of emails detailing Leave.
EU co-founder Arron Banks’
multiple meetings with Rus-
sian officials, which might have
been of interest to the Electoral
Commission’s investigation
into the financing of the Brexit
campaign.

During the following days
she was invited on to BBC Ques-
tion Time and other outlets,
platforms she used to extol the
virtues of Brexit.

By contrast, the journal-
ist who exposed her, Carole
Cadwalladr, has been largely
frozen out by the BBC.

This is not the first time
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Jacob Rees-Mogg

Oakeshott appears to have
been rewarded for question-
able behaviour. Following the
outrage caused by her unevi-
denced (and almost certainly
untrue) story that David Cam-
eron put his penis in a dead pig’s
mouth, Paul Dacre, the then edi-
tor of the Daily Mail, promoted
her to political editor-at-large.

The Conservative MP Mark
Francois became hot media
property the moment he made a
complete ass of himself on BBC
News.

He ripped up a letter from
the German-born head of Air-
bus that warned about the
consequences of Brexit, while
announcing: “My father, Regi-
nald Francois, was a D-Day
veteran. He never submitted
to bullying by any German,
and neither will his son.” Now
he’s all over the BBC.

In the US, the phenomenon
is more advanced. G Gordon
Liddy served 51 months in
prison as a result of his role
in the Watergate conspiracy,
organising the burglary of the
Democratic National commit-
tee headquarters.

When he was released, he
used his notoriety to launch a

Oliver North

lucrative career. He became the
host of a radio show syndi-
cated to 160 stations, and a
regular guest on current affairs
programmes.

Oliver North, who came to
public attention for his leading
role in the Iran-Contra scan-
dal, also landed a syndicated
radio programme, as well as
a newspaper column, and
was employed by Fox as a tel-
evision show host and regular
commentator.

Similarly, Darren Grimes, in
the UK, is widely known only for
the £20,000 fine he received for
his activities during the Brexit
campaign. Now he’s being used
by Sky as a pundit.

The mostrevolting bigots, such
as Tucker Carlson and Donald
Trump, built their public pro-
files on the media platforms
they were given by attacking
women, people of colour and
vulnerable minorities.

Trump leveraged his noto-
riety all the way to the White
House. Boris Johnson is taking
the same track, using carefully
calibrated outrage to keep him-
self in the public eye.

Nigel Farage

On both sides of the Atlantic,
the unscrupulous, duplicitous
and preposterous are brought
to the fore, as programme-
makers seek to generate noise.
Malicious clowns are invited
to discuss issues of the utmost
complexity.

Ludicrous twerps are sought
out and lionised. The BBC used
its current affairs programmes
to turn Nigel Farage and Jacob
Rees-Mogg into reality TV
stars, and now they have the
nation in their hands.

My hope is that eventually
the tide will turn. People will
become so sick of the charlatans
and exhibitionists who crowd
the airwaves that the BBC and
other media will be forced to
reconsider. But while we wait
for a resurgence of sense in
public life, the buffoons who
have become the voices of the
nation drive us towards a no-
deal Brexit and a host of other
disasters. CT
George Monbiot's latest book,
How Did We Get Into This
Mess?, is published by Verso.
This article was first published
in the Guardian. Monbiot’s web
site is www.monbiot.com
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The failure of news organisations such as the New York Times and the
Washington Post to vigorously defend Chelsea Manning and Julian Assange
will soon come back to haunt them, writes Chris Hedges

Chelsea Manning and

the New

HE US government, de-

termined to extradite and

try Julian Assange for es-

pionage, must find a way

toseparate what Assange
and WikiLeaks did in publish-
ing classified material leaked
to them by Chelsea Manning
from what the New York Times
and the Washington Post did in
publishing the same material.
There is no federal law that pro-
hibits the press from publish-
ing government secrets. It is a
crime, however, to steal them.
The long persecution of Man-
ning, who on March 8 was sent
back to jail for refusing to tes-
tify before a grand jury, is about
this issue.

If Manning, a former Army
private,admits she wasinstruct-
ed by WikiLeaks and Assange
in how to obtain and pass on the
leaked material, which exposed
US war crimes in Afghanistan
and Iraq, the publisher could be
tried for the theft of classified
documents. The prosecution of
government whistleblowerswas
accelerated during the Obama
administration, which under

the Espionage Act charged
eight people with leaking to the
media - Thomas Drake, Sha-
mai Leibowitz, Stephen Kim,
Manning, Donald Sachtleben,
Jeffrey Sterling, John Kiriakou
and Edward Snowden. By the
time Donald Trump took office,
the vital connection between
investigative reporters and
sources inside the government
had been severed.

Manning, who worked as an
Army intelligence analyst in
Iraq in 2009, provided WikiLe-
aks with more than 500,000
documents copied from mili-
tary and government archives,
including the “Collateral Mur-
der” video footage of an Army
helicopter gunning down a
group of unarmed civilians
that included two Reuters jour-
nalists. She was arrested in
2010 and found guilty in 2013.
The campaign to criminalise
whistleblowing has, by default,
left the exposure of government
lies, fraud and crimes to those
who have the skills or access,

Inquisition

as Manning and Edward Snow-
den did, needed to hack into or
otherwise obtain government
electronic documents. This is
why hackers, and those who
publish their material such as
Assange and WikiLeaks, are
being relentlessly persecuted.
The goal of the corporate state
is to shroud in total secrecy the
inner workings of power, espe-
cially those activities that vio-
late the law. Movement toward
this goal is very far advanced.
The failure of news organisa-
tions such as the New York
Times and the Washington Post
to vigorously defend Manning
and Assange will soon come
back to haunt them. The corpo-
rate state hardly intends to stop
with Manning and Assange.
The target is the press itself.
“If we actually had a func-
tioning judicial system and an
independent press, Manning
would have been a witness for
the prosecution against the war
criminals he helped expose”, 1
wrote after I and Cornel West
attended Manning’s sentenc-
ing in 2013 at Fort Meade,
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Md. “He would not have been
headed, bound and shackled,
to the military prison at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan. His tes-
timony would have ensured
that those who waged illegal
war, tortured, lied to the pub-
lic, monitored our electronic
communications and ordered
the gunning down of unarmed
civilians in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Yemen were sent

to Fort Leavenworth’s cells. If
we had a functioning judici-
ary the hundreds of rapes and
murders Manning made public
would be investigated. The offi-
cials and generals who lied to
us when they said they did not
keep a record of civilian dead
would be held to account for
the 109,032 ‘violent deaths’ in
Iraq, including those of 66,081
civilians. The pilots in the ‘Col-

NSRS
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BACK IN JAIL: "If we actually had a functioning judicial system and an independent press, Manning
would have been a witness for the prosecution against the war criminals he helped expose"'.

lateral Murder’ video, which
showed the helicopter attack on
unarmed civilians in Baghdad
that left nine dead, including
two Reuters journalists, would
be court-martialed”.

Manning has always insisted
her leak of the classified docu-
ments and videos was prompted
solely by her own conscience.
She has refused to implicate
Assange and WikiLeaks. Early
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in March, although President
Barack Obama in 2010 com-
muted her 35-year sentence
after she served seven years,
she was jailed again for refus-
ing to answer questions before
a secret grand jury investigat-
ing Assange and WikiLeaks.

Whileincarcerated previous-
ly, Manning endured long peri-
ods in solitary confinement and
torture. She twice attempted to
commit suicide in prison. She
knows from painful experience
the myriad ways the system
can break you psychologically
and physically. And yet she has
steadfastly refused to give false
testimony in court on behalf of
the government.

Her moral probity
and courage are per-
haps the last thin line
of defense for WikiLe-
aks and its publisher,
whose health is dete-
riorating in the Ecua-
dorian Embassy in London,
where he has been holed up
since 2012.

Manning - who was known
as Bradley Manning in the
Army - has undergone gen-
der reassignment surgery and
needs frequent medical moni-
toring. Judge Claude M. Hilton,
however, dismissed arequest by
her lawyers for house arrest.

Manning was granted immu-
nity by prosecutors of the East-
ern District of Virginia, and
because she had immunity she
was unable to invoke the Fifth
Amendment protection against
self-incrimination or to have
her attorney present. The judge
found her in contempt of court
and sent her to a federal facility in

Alexandria, Va. Hilton, who has
long been a handmaiden of the
military and intelligence organs,
has vowed to hold her there until
she agrees to testify or until the
grand jury is disbanded, which
could mean 18 months or longer
behind bars. Manning said any
questioning of her by the grand
jury is a violation of First, Fourth
and Sixth Amendment rights.
She said she will not cooperate
with the grand jury.

“All of the substantive ques-
tions pertained to my disclo-
sures of information to the pub-
lic in 2010 — answers I provided
in extensive testimony, during
my court-martial in 2013”, she

“I will not participate in a secret process
that has been historically used to entrap
and persecute activists for protected

political speech”

e ———————

said on March 7, the day before
she was jailed.

“I will not comply with this,
or any other grand jury”, she
said later in a statement issued
from jail. “Imprisoning me for
my refusal to answer questions
only subjects me to additional
punishment for my repeatedly-
stated ethical objections to the
grand jury system.

“The grand jury’s questions
pertained to disclosures from
nine years ago and took place
six years after an in-depth com-
puter forensics case, in which
I testified for almost a full day
about these events”. she went
on. “I stand by my previous
public testimony”.

Manning reiterated that she

“will not participate in a secret
process that I morally object to,
particularly one that has been
historically used to entrap and
persecute activists for protect-
ed political speech”.

The New York Times, Brit-
ain’s Guardian, Spain’s El Pais,
France’s Le Monde and Germa-
ny’s Der Spiegel all published
the WikiLeaks files provided
by Manning. How could they
not? WikiLeaks had shamed
them into doing their jobs. But
once they took the incendiary
material from Manning and
Assange, these organisations
callously abandoned them.
No doubt they assume that by
joining the lynch mob
organised against the
two they will be spared.
They must not read his-
tory. What is taking
place is a series of incre-
mental steps designed to
strangle the press and
cement into place an American
version of China’s totalitarian
capitalism.

President Trump has often
proclaimed his deep animus for
news outlets such as the New
York Times and the Washing-
ton Post, referring to them as
the “enemy of the people”. Any
legal tools given to the adminis-
tration to shut down these news
outlets, or at least hollow them
of content, will be used eagerly
by the president.

The prosecutions of govern-
ment whistleblowers under the
Espionage Act, warrantless
wiretapping, monitoring of the
communications of Americans
and the persecution of Manning
and Assange are parts of an
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interconnected process of pre-
venting any of us from peering
at the machinery of state. The
resulting secrecy is vital for
totalitarian systems. The global
elites, their ruling ideology of
neoliberalism exposed as a con,
have had enough of us examin-
ing and questioning their abus-
es, pillage and crimes.

“The national security state
can try to reduce our activity”,
Assange told me during one of
our meetings at the embassy in
London. “It can close the neck a
little tighter. But there are three
forces working against it. The
first is the massive surveillance
required to protect its commu-
nication, including the nature
of its cryptology. In the military
everyone now has an ID card
with a little chip on it, so you
know who is logged into what.

“A system this vast is prone
todeterioration and breakdown.
Secondly, there is widespread
knowledge not only of how to
leak, but how to leak and not be
caught, how to even avoid sus-
picion that you are leaking. The
military and intelligence sys-
tems collect a vast amount of
information and move it around
quickly. This means you can
also get it out quickly. There
will always be people within
the system that have an agenda
to defy authority. Yes, there
are general deterrents, such as
when the DOJ [Department of
Justice] prosecutes and indicts
someone.

“They can discourage people
from engaging in this behav-
iour. But the opposite is also
true. When that behaviour is
successful it is an example. It

encourages others. This is why
they want to eliminate all who
provide this encouragement”.

“The medium-term perspec-
tive is very good”, he said. “The
education of young people takes
place on the internet. You can-
not hire anyone who is skilled in
any field without them having
been educated on the internet.
The military, the CIA, the FBI,
all have no choice but to hire
from a pool of people that have
been educated on the internet.
This means they are hiring our
moles in vast numbers. And
this means that these organisa-
tions will see their capacity to
control information diminish as
more and more people with our
values are hired”.

The long term is not so san-
guine. Assange, along with
three co-authors —Jacob Appel-
baum, Andy Miller-Maguhn
and Jérémie Zimmermann
- wrote a book titled Cypher-
punks: Freedom and the Future
of the Internet. It warns that we
are “galloping into a new tran-
snational dystopia”. The inter-
net has become not only a tool
to educate, they write, but the
mechanism to create a “Post-
modern Surveillance Dysto-
pia” that is supranational and
dominated by global corporate
power. This new system of glo-
bal control will “merge global
humanity into one giant grid
of mass surveillance and mass
control.”

“All communications will
be surveilled, permanently
recorded, permanently tracked,
each individual in all their

interactions permanently iden-
tified as that individual to this
new Establishment, from birth
to death”, Assange says in the
book. “I think that can only
produce a very controlling
atmosphere”.

“How can a normal person
be free within that system?” he
asks. “[He or she] simply can-
not, it’s impossible”.

It is only through encryption
that we can protect ourselves,
the authors argue, and only by
breaking through the digital
walls of secrecy erected by the
power elite can we expose the
abuses of power. But ultimate-
ly, they say, as the tools of the
state become more sophisticat-
ed, even these mechanisms of
opposition will be difficult and
perhaps impossible to use.

“The internet, our greatest
tool of emancipation”, Assange
writes, “has been transformed
into the most dangerous facili-
tator of totalitarianism we have
ever seen.”

That is where we are headed.
A few resist. Assange and Man-
ning are two. Those who stand
by passively as they are perse-
cuted will be next. CT

Chris Hedges spent nearly

two decades as a foreign
correspondent in Central
America, the Middle East,
Africa and the Balkans. He was
part of a New York Times team
of reporters awarded a Pulitzer
Prize in 2002. He also received
the Amnesty International
Global Award for Human
Rights Journalism in 2002.
This essay was first published
at www.truthdig.com
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T was a sight to behold: a million people march-
ing in a five-hour street-clogging carnival of
dissent through the London streets on March
23, just a week before the UK had originally
planned its now unsteady and unseemly es-
cape from the “shackles” of the European Union.

Supporters of The People’s Vote campaign -
hailed as a lesson in participatory democracy
- journeyed from across the country: by cars,
trains and hundreds of specially chartered buses,
united by a desire to “take back Brexit” and stay in
Europe, and by their contempt for the majority of
voters who had ticked the “leave” b