





IN THE FRAME

THE GREAT OUTDOORS: Grabbing a burger at Whitstable.

away with tax avoidance, they get relief on their
opulent estates. Meanwhile, the poorest Brit-
ons, demonised by right wing media, are hit by
bedroom taxes and slashed benefits, and have
to use charity food banks.

Our photographer Alan Chapman found the
class division as strong as ever during a week-
end in Kent, playground of Londoners, both
rich and poor. Here One Percenters — members
of the South East Rolls Royce Club - enjoy the
good life, showing off their exquisite Rolls Royce
cars at Chiddingstone Castle, Kent, eating from
lavish picnic hampers. Just a few miles down
the road at the seaside town of Whitstable, the
Ninety-Nine Percenters munch fish and chips
and burgers on the windswerpt beach.

A nation divided? Yes. The Haves have never
had it so good. The Have Nots struggle to make
ends meet. Nothing changes. Except the politi-
cal slogans. And they lie. No, we're NOT all in it
together. Tony Sutton

Alan Chapman’s latest book is ‘Frame”, a
collection of celebrity photographs

48 ColdType August 2015 | www.coldtype.net

SARTORIAL DELIGHT: Striped jackets and tea at the Rolls Club outing.
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LOOKING EAST

Eurasia’s Big Bang

While Western nations are wringing their hands over the Iranian nuclear
deal, a new Silk Road is being developed, writes Pepe Escobar

Iranian Foreign
Minister Javad
Zarif and his
diplomatic team
have pulled the
near-impossible
out of an
extremely
crumpled
magician’s hat

et’s start with the geopolitical Big

Bang you know nothing about, the

one that occurred just a few weeks

ago. Here are its results: from now
on, any possible future attack on Iran
threatened by the Pentagon (in conjunction
with NATO) would essentially be an assault
on the planning of an interlocking set of
organizations - the BRICS nations (Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa),
the SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion), the EEU (Eurasian Economic Union),
the AIIB (the new Chinese-founded Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank), and the
NDB (the BRICS’ New Development Bank)
- whose acronyms you’re unlikely to recog-
nize either. Still, they represent an emerg-
ing new order in Eurasia.

Tehran, Beijing, Moscow, Islamabad, and
New Delhi have been actively establishing
interlocking security guarantees. They have
been simultaneously calling the Atlanticist
bluff when it comes to the endless drum-
beat of attention given to the flimsy meme
of Iran’s “nuclear weapons program.” And
a few days before the Vienna nuclear ne-
gotiations finally culminated in an agree-
ment, all of this came together at a twin
BRICS/SCO summit in Ufa, Russia - a
place you’ve undoubtedly never heard of
and a meeting that got next to no attention
in the US And yet sooner or later, these de-
velopments will ensure that the War Party
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in Washington and assorted neocons (as
well as neoliberalcons) already breathing
hard over the Iran deal will sweat bullets as
their narratives about how the world works
crumble.

The Eurasian Silk Road

With the Vienna deal, whose interminable
build-up I had the dubious pleasure of fol-
lowing closely, Iranian Foreign Minister
Javad Zarif and his diplomatic team have
pulled the near-impossible out of an ex-
tremely crumpled magician’s hat: an agree-
ment that might actually end sanctions
against their country from an asymmetric,
largely manufactured conflict.

Think of that meeting in Ufa, the capital
of Russia’s Bashkortostan, as a preamble to
the long-delayed agreement in Vienna. It
caught the new dynamics of the Eurasian
continent and signaled the future geopo-
litical Big Bangness of it all. At Ufa, from
July 8th to 10th, the 7th BRICS summit and
the 15th Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion summit overlapped just as a possible
Vienna deal was devouring one deadline
after another.

Consider it a diplomatic masterstroke
of Vladmir Putin’s Russia to have merged
those two summits with an informal
meeting of the Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU). Call it a soft power declaration of
war against Washington’s imperial logic,



one that would highlight the breadth and
depth of an evolving Sino-Russian strategic
partnership. Putting all those heads of state
attending each of the meetings under one
roof, Moscow offered a vision of an emerg-
ing, coordinated geopolitical structure an-
chored in Eurasian integration. Thus, the
importance of Iran: no matter what hap-
pens post-Vienna, Iran will be a vital hub/
node/crossroads in Eurasia for this new
structure.

If you read the declaration that came
out of the BRICS summit, one detail should
strike you: the austerity-ridden European
Union (EU) is barely mentioned. And that’s
not an oversight. From the point of view of
the leaders of key BRICS nations, they are
offering a new approach to Eurasia, the very
opposite of the language of sanctions.

Here are just a few examples of the diz-
zying activity that took place at Ufa, all of
it ignored by the American mainstream
media. In their meetings, President Putin,
China’s President Xi Jinping, and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi worked in a
practical way to advance what is essentially
a Chinese vision of a future Eurasia knit to-
gether by a series of interlocking “new Silk
Roads.” Modi approved more Chinese in-
vestment in his country, while Xi and Modi
together pledged to work to solve the joint
border issues that have dogged their coun-
tries and, in at least one case, led to war.

The NDB, the BRICS’ response to the
World Bank, was officially launched with
$50 billion in start-up capital. Focused on
funding major infrastructure projects in
the BRICS nations, it is capable of accumu-
lating as much as $400 billion in capital, ac-
cording to its president, Kundapur Vaman
Kamath. Later, it plans to focus on funding
such ventures in other developing nations
across the Global South - all in their own
currencies, which means bypassing the US
dollar. Given its membership, the NDB’s
money will clearly be closely linked to the
new Silk Roads. As Brazilian Development
Bank President Luciano Coutinho stressed,

in the near future it may also assist Euro-
pean non-EU member states like Serbia
and Macedonia. Think of this as the NDB’s
attempt to break a Brussels monopoly on
Greater Europe. Kamath even advanced the
possibility of someday aiding in the recon-
struction of Syria.

You won’t be surprised to learn that
both the new Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank and the NDB are headquartered
in China and will work to complement each
other’s efforts. At the same time, Russia’s
foreign investment arm, the Direct Invest-
ment Fund (RDIF), signed a memorandum
of understanding with funds from other
BRICS countries and so launched an in-
formal investment consortium in which
China’s Silk Road Fund and India’s Infra-
structure Development Finance Company
will be key partners.

Full spectrum transportation dominance

On the ground level, this should be thought
of as part of the New Great Game in Eurasia.
Its flip side is the Trans-Pacific Partnership
in the Pacific and the Atlantic version of
the same, the Transatlantic Trade and In-
vestment Partnership, both of which Wash-
ington is trying to advance to maintain US
global economic dominance. The question
these conflicting plans raise is how to inte-
grate trade and commerce across that vast
region. From the Chinese and Russian per-
spectives, Eurasia is to be integrated via a
complex network of superhighways, high-
speed rail lines, ports, airports, pipelines,
and fiber optic cables. By land, sea, and
air, the resulting New Silk Roads are meant
to create an economic version of the Pen-
tagon’s doctrine of “Full Spectrum Domi-
nance” - avision that already has Chinese
corporate executives crisscrossing Eurasia
sealing infrastructure deals.

For Beijing — back to a 7% growth rate in
the second quarter of 2015 despite a recent
near-panic on the country’s stock markets
- it makes perfect economic sense: as la-
bor costs rise, production will be relocated
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The BRICS nations
and the SCO have
now called upon
Afghanistan’s
“armed opposition
to disarm, accept
the Constitution

of Afghanistan,
and cut ties

with Al-Qaeda,
ISIS, and

other terrorist
organizations”

from the country’s Eastern seaboard to its
cheaper Western reaches, while the natu-
ral outlets for the production of just about
everything will be those parallel and inter-
locking “belts” of the new Silk Roads.

Meanwhile, Russia is pushing to mod-
ernize and diversify its energy-exploitation-
dependent economy. Among other things,
its leaders hope that the mix of those de-
veloping Silk Roads and the tying together
of the Eurasian Economic Union - Russia,
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyz-
stan - will translate into myriad transpor-
tation and construction projects for which
the country’s industrial and engineering
know-how will prove crucial.

As the EEU has begun establishing free
trade zones with India, Iran, Vietnam,
Egypt, and Latin America’s Mercosur bloc
(Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, and
Venezuela), the initial stages of this integra-
tion process already reach beyond Eurasia.
Meanwhile, the SCO, which began as little
more than a security forum, is expanding
and moving into the field of economic co-
operation. Its countries, especially four
Central Asian “stans” (Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan) will
rely ever more on the Chinese-driven Asia
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and
the NDB. At Ufa, India and Pakistan final-
ized an upgrading process in which they
have moved from observers to members of
the SCO. This makes it an alternative G8.

In the meantime, when it comes to em-
battled Afghanistan, the BRICS nations and
the SCO have now called upon “the armed
opposition to disarm, accept the Constitu-
tion of Afghanistan, and cut ties with Al-
Qaeda, ISIS, and other terrorist organiza-
tions.” Translation: within the framework
of Afghan national unity, the organization
would accept the Taliban as part of a future
government. Their hopes, with the integra-
tion of the region in mind, would be for a
future stable Afghanistan able to absorb
more Chinese, Russian, Indian, and Iranian
investment, and the construction - final-
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ly! - of a long-planned, $10 billion, 1,420-
kilometer-long Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline that
would benefit those energy-hungry new
SCO members, Pakistan and India. (They
would each receive 42% of the gas, the re-
maining 16% going to Afghanistan.)

Central Asia is, at the moment, geo-
graphic ground zero for the convergence
of the economic urges of China, Russia, and
India. It was no happenstance that, on his
way to Ufa, Prime Minister Modi stopped
off in Central Asia. Like the Chinese lead-
ership in Beijing, Moscow looks forward
(as a recent document puts it) to the “in-
terpenetration and integration of the EEU
and the Silk Road Economic Belt” into a
“Greater Eurasia” and a “steady, develop-
ing, safe common neighborhood” for both
Russia and China.

And don’t forget Iran. In early 2016,
once economic sanctions are fully lifted, it
is expected to join the SCO, turning it into
a Go. As its foreign minister, Javad Zarif,
made clear recently to Russia’s Channel 1
television, Tehran considers the two coun-
tries strategic partners. “Russia,” he said,
“has been the most important participant
in Iran’s nuclear program and it will contin-
ue under the current agreement to be Iran’s
major nuclear partner.” The same will, he
added, be true when it comes to “oil and
gas cooperation,” given the shared interest
of those two energy-rich nations in “main-
taining stability in global market prices.”

Got corridor, will travel

Across Eurasia, BRICS nations are moving
on integration projects. A developing Ban-
gladesh-China-India-Myanmar economic
corridor is a typical example. It is now be-
ing reconfigured as a multilane highway
between India and China. Meanwhile, Iran
and Russia are developing a transportation
corridor from the Persian Gulf and the Gulf
of Oman to the Caspian Sea and the Volga
River. Azerbaijan will be connected to the
Caspian part of this corridor, while India is



planning to use Iran’s southern ports to im-
prove its access to Russia and Central Asia.
Now, add in a maritime corridor that will
stretch from the Indian city of Mumbai to
the Iranian port of Bandar Abbas and then
on to the southern Russian city of Astra-
khan. And this just scratches the surface of
the planning underway.

Years ago, Vladimir Putin suggested that
there could be a “Greater Europe” stretch-
ing from Lisbon, Portugal, on the Atlan-
tic to the Russian city of Vladivostok on
the Pacific. The EU, under Washington’s
thumb, ignored him. Then the Chinese
started dreaming about and planning new
Silk Roads that would, in reverse Marco
Polo fashion, extend from Shanghai to Ven-
ice (and then on to Berlin).

Thanks to a set of cross-pollinating po-
litical institutions, investment funds, de-
velopment banks, financial systems, and
infrastructure projects that, to date, remain
largely under Washington’s radar, a free-
trade Eurasian heartland is being born. It
will someday link China and Russia to Eu-
rope, Southwest Asia, and even Africa. It
promises to be an astounding development.
Keep your eyes, if you can, on the accumu-
lating facts on the ground, even if they are
rarely covered in the American media. They
represent the New Great - emphasis on
that word - Game in Eurasia.

Location, location, location

Tehran is now deeply invested in strength-
ening its connections to this new Eurasia
and the man to watch on this score is Ali
Akbar Velayati. He is the head of Iran’s Cen-
ter for Strategic Research and senior foreign
policy adviser to Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Khamenei. Velayati stresses that security in
Asia, the Middle East, North Africa, Cen-
tral Asia, and the Caucasus hinges on the
further enhancement of a Beijing-Moscow-
Tehran triple entente.

As he knows, geo-strategically Iran is
all about location, location, location. That
country offers the best access to open seas

in the region apart from Russia and is the
only obvious east-west/north-south cross-
roads for trade from the Central Asian
“stans.” Little wonder then that Iran will
soon be an SCO member, even as its “part-
nership” with Russia is certain to evolve. Its
energy resources are already crucial to and
considered a matter of national security for
China and, in the thinking of that country’s
leadership, Iran also fulfills a key role as a
hub in those Silk Roads they are planning.

That growing web of literal roads, rail
lines, and energy pipelines, represents Bei-
jing’s response to the Obama administra-
tion’s announced “pivot to Asia” and the
US Navy’s urge to meddle in the South Chi-
na Sea. Beijing is choosing to project pow-
er via a vast set of infrastructure projects,
especially high-speed rail lines that will
reach from its eastern seaboard deep into
Eurasia. In this fashion, the Chinese-built
railway from Urumgqi in Xinjiang Province
to Almaty in Kazakhstan will undoubtedly
someday be extended to Iran and traverse
that country on its way to the Persian Gulf.

At the St. Petersburg International Eco-
nomic Forum in June, Vladimir Putin told
PBS’s Charlie Rose that Moscow and Beijing
had always wanted a genuine partnership
with the United States, but were spurned by
Washington. Hats off, then, to the “leader-
ship” of the Obama administration. Some-
how, it has managed to bring together two
former geopolitical rivals, while solidifying
their pan-Eurasian grand strategy.

Even the recent deal with Iran in Vienna
isunlikely - especially given the war hawks
in Congress - to truly end Washington’s 36-
year-long Great Wall of Mistrust with Iran.
Instead, the odds are that Iran, freed from
sanctions, will indeed be absorbed into the
Sino-Russian project to integrate Eurasia,
which leads us to the spectacle of Washing-
ton’s warriors, unable to act effectively, yet
screaming like banshees.

NATO’s supreme commander Dr.
Strangelove, sorry, American General Philip
Breedlove, insists that the West must create
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Seemingly
unaware of

the Vienna
negotiations,

the Pentagon
continued to
accuse Iran of
pursuing nuclear
weapons. And that
“military option”
against Iran is
never off the table

a rapid-reaction force - online - to coun-
teract Russia’s “false narratives.” Secretary
of Defense Ashton Carter claims to be seri-
ously considering unilaterally redeploying
nuclear-capable missiles in Europe. The
nominee to head the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Marine Commandant Joseph Dunford, re-
cently directly labeled Russia America’s
true “existential threat”; Air Force General
Paul Selva, nominated to be the new vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, seconded that
assessment, using the same phrase and put-
ting Russia, China and Iran, in that order,
as more threatening than the Islamic State
(ISIS). In the meantime, Republican presi-
dential candidates and a bevy of congres-
sional war hawks simply shout and fume
when it comes to both the Iranian deal and
the Russians.

NATO’s strategic rethink

In response to the Ukrainian situation and
the “threat” of a resurgent Russia (behind
which stands a resurgent China), a Wash-
ington-centric militarization of Europe is
proceeding apace. NATO is now reportedly
obsessed with what’s being called “strategy
rethink” - as in drawing up detailed fu-
turistic war scenarios on European soil. As
economist Michael Hudson has pointed
out, even financial politics are becoming
militarized and linked to NATO’s new Cold
War 2.0.

In its latest National Military Strategy,
the Pentagon suggests that the risk of an
American war with another nation (as
opposed to terror outfits), while low, is
“growing” and identifies four nations as
“threats”: North Korea, a case apart, and
predictably the three nations that form
the new Eurasian core: Russia, China, and
Iran. They are depicted in the document
as “revisionist states,” openly defying
what the Pentagon identifies as “interna-
tional security and stability”; that is, the
distinctly un-level playing field created by
globalized, exclusionary, turbo-charged
casino capitalism and Washington’s brand
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of militarism.

The Pentagon, of course, does not do di-
plomacy. Seemingly unaware of the Vienna
negotiations, it continued to accuse Iran of
pursuing nuclear weapons. And that “mili-
tary option” against Iran is never off the
table.

So consider it the Mother of All Block-
busters to watch how the Pentagon and
the war hawks in Congress will react to the
post-Vienna and - though it was barely
noticed in Washington - the post-Ufa en-
vironment, especially under a new White
House tenant in 2017.

It will be a spectacle. Count on it. Will
the next version of Washington try to make
it up to “lost” Russia or send in the troops?
Will it contain China or the “caliphate” of
ISIS? Will it work with Iran to fight ISIS or
spurn it? Will it truly pivot to Asia for good
and ditch the Middle East or vice-versa? Or
might it try to contain Russia, China, and
Iran simultaneously or find some way to
play them against each other?

In the end, whatever Washington may
do, it will certainly reflect a fear of the in-
creasing strategic depth Russia and China
are developing economically, a reality
now becoming visible across Eurasia. At
Ufa, Putin told Xi on the record: “Com-
bining efforts, no doubt we [Russia and
China] will overcome all the problems be-
fore us.”

Read “efforts” as new Silk Roads, that
Eurasian Economic Union, the growing
BRICS block, the expanding Shanghai Co-
operation Organization, those China-based
banks, and all the rest of what adds up to
the beginning of a new integration of sig-
nificant parts of the Eurasian land mass. As
for Washington, fly like an eagle? Try in-
stead: scream like a banshee. CT
Pepe Escobar is the roving correspondent for
Asia Times, an analyst for RT and Sputnik,
and a TomDispatch regular. His latest book
is Empire of Chaos. This essay originally
appeared at http://tomdispatch.com



POET’S CORNER

Greece and the
IMF shuffle

A poem by Philip Kraske

Easier it’d be to feel sorry for Greece,

If it weren’t themselves that themselves did fleece.

Some folks say those were predatory loans,
As if nations like swells buy big pricey homes.

Well, corruption there was, but a difference there lies,
"Tween finance ministers and truck-driving guys.

So now Greece hobbles down hot rocky roads,
Having poked out its eyes and sung all the odes:

Relief, reapportions, reappraisals, repositions,

Repairs, rearrangements, renewals, re-commissions.
You would think with a list of options like that,
The banks pub’ and priv’ could cut them some slack.

But it’s a sure measure of what Europe’s become,
When banks call the tune and pols play their drum.

The money they’d lose if Athens went south,
Would be a big whack, a punch in the mouth,
But not the K.O. that have them all scared,

They’ll just “take a charge” and act like they cared.
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Maybe what irks them is a Greece independent,
Not tied to a bank nor bawling repentant.

Or maybe they’re afraid that others will try

The IMF Shuffle and off their debts pry.

But I'll tell you one thing that’s truly for sure:
This Greece stuff is only the debt crisis’ spur.

Ilook at the States whose pols often fret:

Our GDP is the equal of debt!

But add Social S’curity, plus Medicaid,

The huge cost of vets who’ve drunk the Kool Aid,

And 100 trill is the tune the pols muffle,

Which they’ll only pay by doing the Shuffle. CT

Philip Kraske lives in Madrid, Spain, where he teaches
English on a freelance basis and does some translation.
His four novels, of varied plots but centering on American
politics and society, began to appear in 2009.

His web site is http://philipkraske.com
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LAW & DISORDER

American nightmare

John W. Whitehead on the tyranny of the US criminal justice system

James Bain
spent 35 years
in prison for the
kidnapping

and rape of a
9-year-old boy,
but he too

was innocent
of the crime

How can the life of such a man
Be in the palm of some fool’s hand?
To see him obviously framed
Couldn't help but make me feel ashamed to
live in a land
Where justice is a game.
— Bob Dylan, “Hurricane”

ustice in America is not all it’s cracked

up to be. Just ask Jeffrey Deskovic, who

spent 16 years in prison for a rape and

murder he did not commit. Despite
the fact that Deskovic’s DNA did not match
what was found at the murder scene, he was
singled out by police as a suspect because
he wept at the victim’s funeral (he was 16
years old at the time), then badgered over
the course of two months into confessing his
guilt. He was eventually paid $6.5 million in
reparation.

James Bain spent 35 years in prison for the
kidnapping and rape of a 9-year-old boy, but
he too was innocent of the crime. Despite the
fact that the prosecutor’s case was flimsy - it
hinged on the similarity of Bain’s first name
to the rapist’s, Bain’s ownership of a red mo-
torcycle, and a misidentification of Bain in a
lineup by a hysterical 9-year-old boy - Bain
was sentenced to life in prison. He was finally
freed after DNA testing proved his innocence,
and was paid $1.7 million.

Mark Weiner got off relatively easy when
you compare his experience to the thousands
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of individuals who are spending lifetimes be-
hind bars for crimes they did not commit.

Weiner was wrongfully arrested, convict-
ed, and jailed for more than two years for a
crime he too did not commit. In his case, a
young woman claimed Weiner had abducted
her, knocked her out and then sent taunt-
ing text messages to her boyfriend about his
plans to rape her. Despite the fact that cell
phone signals, eyewitness accounts and ex-
pert testimony indicated the young woman
had fabricated the entire incident, the pros-
ecutor and judge repeatedly rejected any evi-
dence contradicting the woman’s far-fetched
account, sentencing Weiner to eight more
years in jail. Weiner was only released after
his accuser was caught selling cocaine to un-
dercover cops.

In the meantime, Weiner lost his job, his
home, and his savings, and time with his wife
and young son. As Slate reporter journalist
Dahlia Lithwick warned, “If anyone suggests
that the fact that Mark Weiner was released
this week means ‘the system works, I fear
that I will have to punch him in the neck.
Because at every single turn, the system that
should have worked to consider proof of
Weiner’s innocence failed him.”

The system that should have worked
didn’t, because the system is broken, almost
beyond repair.

In courtroom thrillers like 12 Angry Men
and To Kill a Mockingbird, justice is served



in the end because someone - whether it’s
Juror #8 or Atticus Finch - chooses to stand
on principle and challenge wrongdoing, and
truth wins.

Unfortunately, in the real world, justice
is harder to come by, fairness is almost un-
heard of, and truth rarely wins.

On paper, you may be innocent until
proven guilty, but in actuality, you've already
been tried, found guilty and convicted by
police officers, prosecutors and judges long
before you ever appear in a courtroom.

Chronic injustice has turned the Ameri-
can dream into a nightmare.

At every step along the way, whether it’s
encounters with the police, dealings with
prosecutors, hearings in court before judges
and juries, or jail terms in one of the nation’s
many prisons, the system is riddled with cor-
ruption, abuse and an appalling disregard for
the rights of the citizenry.

Due process rights afforded to a person
accused of a crime - the right to remain si-
lent, the right to be informed of the charges
against you, the right to representation by
counsel, the right to a fair trial, the right to
a speedy trial, the right to prove your inno-
cence with witnesses and evidence, the right
to a reasonable bail, the right to not languish
in jail before being tried, the right to confront
your accusers, etc. - mean nothing when the
government is allowed to sidestep those safe-
guards against abuse whenever convenient.

It’s telling that while President Obama
said all the right things about the broken
state of our criminal justice system - that
we jail too many Americans for nonviolent
crimes (we make up 5 percent of the world’s
population, but our prison population con-
stitutes nearly 25% of the world’s prisoners),
that we spend more money on incarceration
than any other nation ($80 billion a year),
that we sentence people for longer jail terms
than their crimes merit, that our criminal
justice system is far from color-blind, that
the nation’s school-to-prison pipeline is con-
tributing to overcrowded jails, and that we
need to focus on rehabilitation of criminals

rather than retribution - he failed to own up
to the government’s major role in contribut-
ing to this injustice in America.

Indeed, while Obama placed the respon-
sibility for reform squarely in the hands of
prosecutors, judges and police, he failed to
acknowledge that they bear the burden of
our failed justice system, along with the leg-
islatures and corporations who have worked
with them to create an environment that is
hostile to the rights of the accused.

In such a climate, we are all the accused,
the guilty and the suspect.

As I document in my book “Battlefield
America: The War on the American People”,
we’re operating in a new paradigm where the
citizenry are presumed guilty and treated as
suspects, our movements tracked, our com-
munications monitored, our property seized
and searched, our bodily integrity disregard-
ed, and our inalienable rights to “life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness” rendered in-
significant when measured against the gov-
ernment’s priorities.

Every American is now in jeopardy of be-
ing targeted and punished for a crime he did
not commit thanks to an overabundance of
arcane laws. Making matters worse, by allow-
ing government agents to operate above the
law, immune from wrongdoing, we have cre-
ated a situation in which the law is one-sided
and top-down, used as a hammer to oppress
the populace, while useless in protecting us
against government abuse.

Add to the mix a profit-driven system of
incarceration in which state and federal gov-
ernments agree to keep the jails full in ex-
change for having private corporations run
the prisons, and you will find the only word
to describe such a state of abject corruption
is “evil.”

How else do you explain a system that
allows police officers to shoot first and ask
questions later, without any real conse-
quences for their misdeeds? Despite the ini-
tial outcry over the shootings of unarmed
individuals in Ferguson and Baltimore, the
pace of police shootings has yet to slow. In
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fact, close to 400 people were shot and killed
by police nationwide in the first half of 2015,
almost two shootings a day. Those are just
the shootings that were tracked. Of those
killed, almost 1 in 6 were either unarmed or
carried a toy gun.

For those who survive an encounter with
the police only to end up on the inside of a
jail cell, waiting for a “fair and speedy trial,”
it’s often a long wait. Consider that 60 per-
cent of the people in the nation’s jails have
yet to be convicted of a crime. There are 2.3
million people in jails or prisons in America.
Those who can’t afford bail, “some of them
innocent, most of them nonviolent and a
vast majority of them impoverished,” will
spend about four months in jail before they
even get a trial.

Not even that promised “day in court” is a
guarantee that justice will be served.

As Judge Alex Kozinski of the Ninth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals points out, there are
an endless number of factors that can ren-
der an innocent man or woman a criminal
and caged for life: unreliable eyewitnesses,
fallible forensic evidence, flawed memories,
coerced confessions, harsh interrogation tac-
tics, uninformed jurors, prosecutorial mis-
conduct, falsified evidence, and overly harsh
sentences, to name just a few.

In early 2015, the Justice Department and
FBI “formally acknowledged that nearly ev-
ery examiner in an elite FBI forensic unit
gave flawed testimony in almost all trials in
which they offered evidence against criminal
defendants over more than a two-decade pe-
riod.... The admissions mark a watershed in
one of the country’s largest forensic scandals,
highlighting the failure of the nation’s courts
for decades to keep bogus scientific informa-
tion from juries, legal analysts said.”

“How do rogue forensic scientists and
other bad cops thrive in our criminal justice
system?” asks Judge Kozinski. “The simple
answer is that some prosecutors turn a blind
eye to such misconduct because they’re
more interested in gaining a conviction than
achieving a just result.”
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The power of prosecutors is not to be un-
derestimated.

Increasingly, when we talk about innocent
people being jailed for crimes they did not
commit, the prosecutor plays a critical role
in bringing about that injustice. As the Wash-
ington Post reports, “Prosecutors win 95 per-
cent of their cases, 9o percent of them with-
out ever having to go to trial.... Are American
prosecutors that much better? No... it is be-
cause of the plea bargain, a system of bully-
ing and intimidation by government lawyers
for which they ‘would be disbarred in most
other serious countries....”

This phenomenon of innocent people
pleading guilty makes a mockery of every-
thing the criminal justice system is supposed
to stand for: fairness, equality and justice. As
Judge Jed S. Rakoff concludes, “our criminal
justice system is almost exclusively a system
of plea bargaining, negotiated behind closed
doors and with no judicial oversight. The
outcome is very largely determined by the
prosecutor alone.”

It’s estimated that between 2 and 8 per-
cent of convicted felons who have agreed to
a prosecutor’s plea bargain (remember, there
are 2.3 million prisoners in America) are in
prison for crimes they did not commit.

Clearly, the Coalition for Public Safety was
right when it concluded, “You don’t need to
be a criminal to have your life destroyed by
the US criminal justice system.”

It wasn’t always this way. As Judge Rakoff
recounts, the Founding Fathers envisioned
a criminal justice system in which the criti-
cal element “was the jury trial, which served
not only as a truth-seeking mechanism and
a means of achieving fairness, but also as a
shield against tyranny.”

That shield against tyranny has long since
been shattered, leaving Americans vulner-
able to the cruelties, vanities, errors, ambi-
tions and greed of the government and its
partners in crime.

There is not enough money in the world
to make reparation to those whose lives have
been disrupted by wrongful convictions.



Over the past quarter century, more than
1500 Americans have been released from
prison after being cleared of crimes they did
not commit. These are the fortunate ones.
For every exonerated convict who is able to
prove his innocence after 10, 20 or 30 years
behind bars, Judge Kozinski estimates there
may be dozens who are innocent but cannot
prove it, lacking access to lawyers, evidence,
money and avenues of appeal.

For those who have yet to fully experience
the injustice of the American system of jus-
tice, it’s only a matter of time.

America no longer operates under a sys-
tem of justice characterized by due process,
an assumption of innocence, probable cause,
and clear prohibitions on government over-
reach and police abuse. Instead, our courts
of justice have been transformed into courts

of order, advocating for the government’s in-
terests, rather than championing the rights
of the citizenry, as enshrined in the Constitu-
tion.

Without courts willing to uphold the Con-
stitution’s provisions when government offi-
cials disregard them, and a citizenry knowl-
edgeable enough to be outraged when those
provisions are undermined, the Constitution
provides little protection against the police
state.

In other words, in this age of hollow jus-
tice, courts of order, and government-sanc-
tioned tyranny, the Constitution is no safe-
guard against government wrongdoing such
as SWAT team raids, domestic surveillance,
police shootings of unarmed citizens, indefi-
nite detentions, asset forfeitures, prosecuto-
rial misconduct and the like. CT
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JUST THE FACTS

How the One Per Cent
won New Orleans

Bill Quigley shows how the city’s racial mix has been manipulated
In the ten years since Hurricane Katrina

Since Katrina,
white incomes,
which were over
twice that of
blacks, haverisen
three times as
much as blacks

hen Hurricane Katrina hit the

US Gulf Coast on Aug. 29, 2005,

the nation saw tens of thousands

of people left behind in New Or-
leans. Ten years later, it the same people have
been left behind again.

The population of New Orleans is notice-
ably smaller and noticeably whiter. While tens
of billions poured into Louisiana, the impact
on poor and working people in New Orleans
has been minimal. Many of the elderly and the
poor, especially poor families with children,
never made it back to New Orleans. The pov-
erty rate for children who did made it back re-
mains at disturbingly high pre-Katrina levels,
especially for black children. Rents are high
and taking a higher percentage of people’s in-
come. The pre-Katrina school system fired all
its teachers and professionals and turned itself
into the charter experiment capital of the US
even while the number of children in public
schools has dropped dramatically. Since Ka-
trina, white incomes, which were over twice
that of blacks, have risen three times as much
as blacks. While not all the numbers below
are bad, they do illustrate who has been left
behind in the 10 years since Katrina.

33: Rent in New Orleans is up 33 percent
for one-bedroom apartments and 41 percent
for two-bedroom apartments since Katrina
hit. This is very tough because in New Or-
leans, 55 percent of residents rent. (The na-
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tional average is 35 percent.) CNN/Money re-
cently named New Orleans as one of the worst
cities in the US for renters. Before Katrina,
the average renter spent 19 percent of her
income on rent. The Data Center reports 37
percent of renters in New Orleans now spend
more than 50 percent of their income on rent.
Rental apartments are mostly substandard
and 78 percent of them, nearly 50,000 apart-
ments, need major repairs.

38: In 2005, 38 percent of the children in
New Orleans lived in poverty, 17 percentage
points higher than the US as a whole. The most
recent numbers show 39 percent of the chil-
dren in New Orleans live in poverty. 82 percent
of these families have someone working in the
family so the primary cause is low wages.

44: New Orleans now has 44 school boards.
Prior to Katrina, nearly all the public schools
in New Orleans were overseen by the Or-
leans Parish School Board. o1 percent of the
public schools in New Orleans are now char-
ter schools, the highest rate in the country.
Only 32 percent of African Americans believe
the new charter school system is better than
the public school system before the storm,
versus 44 percent of whites (few whites at-
tend the public schools).

50: 50 percent of the black children in New
Orleans live in poor households, a higher per-
centage than when Katrina hit.

59: New Orleans is now 59 percent African



American, down from 66.7 percent in 2000;
31 percent white, up from 26 percent in 2000;
and 5.5 percent Hispanic, up from 3 percent
in 2000.

67: Prior to Katrina, New Orleans incarcer-
ated more of its citizens than any city in the
US, five times the national average. Ongoing
efforts by community members and local offi-
cials have reduced the number of people held
in the jail by 67 percent.

73: 73 percent of New Orleans students
who start high school graduate on time.

3,221: There are now 3,221 fewer low-
income public housing apartments in New
Orleans than when Katrina hit. In 2005 there
were 5,146 low-income public housing apart-
ments in New Orleans, plus thousands of oth-
er public housing apartments scheduled for
renewal or maintenance, nearly 100% African
American. The housing authority now re-
ports having 1,025 public housing apartments
available for low-income people on the sites
of the demolished complexes, less than half
the number promised, and less than half of
those have rents set at rates which are afford-
able to those who lived in public housing be-
fore Katrina. That means the majority of pub-
lic housing units now require higher incomes
from renters than the people who were living
in public housing prior to Katrina. That is
why only about half of the families who lived
in the four public housing developments that
were demolished after Katrina made it back
to New Orleans by 2011. And only 7 percent of
those original families were living in the new
housing that replaced their homes.

6,000: There are 6,000 fewer people on
Social Security in Orleans Parish than before
the storm. Orleans Parish had 26,654 people
on Social Security, either old age or disabil-
ity, in 2004. Orleans Parish had 20,325 people
on Social Security in the latest report. There
are similar drops in the numbers of people
on Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
in New Orleans. There were just over 3,000
families receiving state temporary assistance
in New Orleans in May 2005. As of May 2015,
that number was down to 463.

7,500: Over 7,500 public school teachers
and paraprofessionals, mostly African Ameri-
can, were fired when Louisiana took over the
New Orleans public school system after Ka-
trina. The US Supreme Court refused to hear
their appeal in May 201s.

9,000: There are 9,000 fewer families re-
ceiving food stamps than before. In May 2015,
Orleans Parish had just under 40,000 house-
holds receiving SNAP (Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program) benefits. In May
2005, New Orleans had 49,000 households
receiving food stamps.

17,392: There are 17,302 fewer children
enrolled in public schools in New Orleans
now than before Katrina. There were over
63,000 enrolled pre-Katrina and now there
are 45,608.

35,451: The median income for white fami-
lies in New Orleans is $60,553; that is $35,451
more than for black families whose median
income was $25,102. In the last 10 years the
median income for black families grew by 7
percent. At the same time, the median in-
come for white families grew three times as
fast, by 22 percent. In 2005, the median in-
come for black households was $23,394, while
the median for white households was $49,262.
By 2013, the median income for black house-
holds had grown only slightly, to $25,102. But
the median for white households had jumped
to $60,553.

44,516: The New Orleans metro area has
44,516 more Hispanic residents in 2013 than
in 2000. The total is now 103,061, just over 8
percent of metro population according to the
Data Center.

71,000: 71,000 fewer people live in New
Orleans now than before the storm. In 2005,
New Orleans had a population of 455,000 and
in 2014 its population was 384,000.

99,650: There are 99,650 fewer African
Americans living in New Orleans now than in
2000, compared to 11,000 fewer whites.

$71 Billion: $71 billion was received by the
state of Louisiana for Katrina repairs, reha-
bilitation and rebuilding. This index makes it
clear who did not get the money. CT
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LITERARY CRITICISM

Pedophilia and the
idiocy of Ann Coulter

Fred Reed does a quick fact check on right wing author’s latest rant

Mexico, we are

to believe idfwe
read Coulter’s
new book, is now
a freefire zone for
doing children.

She says it’s legal.

Butis it true?

nough. I shall go deep into the Okefenokee

Swamp, dwell in a hut of clay and wattles

made, and live on crocodile meat and wa-

termelons. The modern world is too much
for me. I have just read jAdios, America! by Ann
Coulter, and discovered that Mexico, my current
home, is a suppurating moral sore where men of
fifty can legally screw little girls of twelve. Yes. It
is perfectly legal. I know this is true because Miss
Coulter says it is true. All a drooling pervert has to
do is sweet-talk the child.“Hey, leetle girl, want an
ice-cream cone? I geeve you a nice toy eef you let
me...”

I am grateful to Miss Ann for the information. I
have lived 13 years in Mexico without encountering
this. The Mexicans have not heard of it either. Mexi-
can attorneys are unaware of it. The penal codes are
barren of it. She in lone splendor knows of this offi-
cially sanctioned child-molestation.. Specifically she
says that the age of sexual consent in Mexico is “12
in all but one Mexican state and 14 in the other.”

Twelve? My god, that’s barbaric. This is certainly
what Miss Ann is peddling as the nature of Mexi-
co and Mexicans. Of course all manner of gullible
websites picked this up. Mexico, we are to believe,
is now a freefire zone for doing children. Why, it’s
legal.

But is it true? Let us look at the actual law. In the
newspaper business of earlier times, this was called
“research” or “reporting,” and was thought to be
good form in writing for publication.

Penal Code of the State of Jalisco Articulo
142-M.
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“A quien tenga cdpula o cépula equiparada, con
una persona menor de edad o en una persona que
no tenga la capacidad de comprender el significado
de las cosas o de resistir el hecho, se le impondra
una pena de.:

“On one who copulates or the equivalent of
copulation (“copula equiparada "means penetra-
tion with anything other than a penis) with a per-
son of minor age or who does not have the capacity
to understand the significance of the act or to resist
the act, will be imposed a penalty of:”

“1 Tres meses a cinco anos de prision, cuando la
victima tenga entre quince y menos de dieciocho anos
de edad y el acto se realice con su consentimiento por
medio de la seduccidn, la cual se presume salvo prue-
ba en contrario, o por medio del engafio;”

“1 Three months to five years of prison, when
the victim is between fifteen and eighteen years of
age and the act is realized with his or her consent
by means of seduction, which shall be presumed
unless there is proof to the contrary, or by means
of deception”

“2 Ocho a quince arios de prision, cuando la vic-
tima tenga entre quince y menos de dieciocho anos
de edad y el acto se realice sin su consentimiento, o
cuando sea una persona que no tenga la capacidad
de comprender el significado de las cosas o de resistir
el hecho;”

“2 Eight to fifteen years of prison when the vic-
tim is between fifteen and eighteen and the act is
realized without his or her consent, or when the
victim lacks the capacity to understand the signifi-
cance or to resist.”



3 Doce a veinte afnos de prision, cuando la vic-
tima sea menor de quince afios de edad.”

Twelve to twenty years of prison when the vic-
tim is less than fifteen. Maybe that sounds to you
like license to screw little girls of twelve. To me it
sounds like a long time in a Mexican jail. I do not
recommend confusing the two.

The foregoing is the law in Jalisco, where I live.
Similar laws exist in the other states. At risk of bor-
ing the reader, I offer another example from a ran-
domly selected state: .

For the state of Campeche:

“Articulo 164 Comete el delito de estupro el que
realice copula con el consentimiento de persona
mayor de catorce y menor de dieciocho afios, inde-
pendientemente de su sexo. Al que cometa el delito
de estupro se le impondrdn de seis meses a tres anos
de prision y multa de doscientos a cuatrocientos dias
de salario.”

“Article 164: He commits statutory rape who
copulates, with consent, with a person of more
than fourteen years of age but less than eighteen,
regardless of the person’s sex. A punishment of six
months to three years of prison will be imposed on
the perpetrator and a fine of 400 days of salary.”

So, the age at which a young female can legally
engage in sex with any consenting adult without
restriction is...eighteen.

Now, Miss Ann could have discovered this in ten
minutes on Google. (In fairness, though, it may be
that internet service hasn’t reached New York.) Why
didn’t she? The penal codes for all of Mexico are
easily found there. Is she deliberately deceiving the
reader (translated from the prissy journalese, this
means “lying”) or is she so ideologically inflamed
as to accept without checking anything derogatory
about anything she doesn'’t like? Actual malice?
Reckless disregard for truth? Incompetence?

She is fiercely opposed to immigration from the
Third World, which is reasonable since it is probably
going to leave America poorer and bitterly divided
forever. Yet it seems to me that she should stay
within telemetry range of truth. Her book would be
useful if she had done so. Instead it is a sustained
partisan shriek, often lapsing into the silly. For ex-
ample, the subtitle is “The Left’s Plan to Turn Our
Country into a Third World Hellhole.”

I picture myself talking to my good left-liberal
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friend Diana:

Me: “Hey, Di, are you planning to make America
into a third-world hellhole?”

Di: “Why, yes, Fred! I'm on the disease-importa-
tion committee.”

Come on, Ann. Grow up. This isn’t journalism. If
it were any more slanted it would be vertical. Unsup-
ported charges of encouraging pedophilia wouldn’t
get past a desk editor at the Weekly Reader.

If she is so sloppy in her research-the most
charitable explanation - regarding things I know
about, how am I to accept her word on things I can’t
check? And this stuff isn’t appreciated by Mexicans
since it encourages every pervert north of Laredo to
come down to prey on their children.

As so often happens when I read of Mexico in
the American press, I see little resemblance to the
country I live in. She tells with satisfied dudgeon
of the inherent filthiness of Mexicans, who strew
trash everywhere. Dirty diapers, plastic bags, used
condoms, garbage. Really?

In the last few months, thanks to a major road
trip, I have been in Guadalajara, Arandas, Aguas
Calienties, Leon, Durango, Rosario, Mazatlan, Ls
Paz, Cabo San Lucas, Jamai, San Pedro Itzican, and
Loreto, among others. None was strewn with trash.
My neighborhood is not strewn with trash.

Hell holes exist in the Third World, whatever
precisely that is: much of the Moslem world, prob-
ably all of black Africa, India, Gaza - but aside from
Belize, maybe Nicaragua, and Guatemala, there
probably isn’t one below the Rio Bravo (I have nev-
er been to Nicaragua or Venezuela.)

jAdios America! energetically favors ending im-
migration to America, a good ides which will not be
adopted, but her unending railing against the Left
ensures that the book will be read only by people
who already agree with it. How bright is that?

Enough of hellholeagenesis. I am off to the Oke-
fenokee, to live peacefully among water moccasins
and weird-looking birds. CT
Fred Reed’s books include “Nekkid in Austin:
Drop Your Inner Child Down a Well”, “Reports
from a Fractal Dung Beetle”, “Au Phuc Dup”,
“Nowhere to Go: The Only Really True
Book About VietNam”. he blogs at http://
fredoneverything.org

Miss Annis herselfa
curious piece of work.
Sheisinher mid-
fifties, but on her book
jackets looks like a hot
babe of twenty-two.
Achieving this must
require enough makeup
tofilla peanut-butter
sandwich, and | suspect
tthat she has worked a
couple of copies

of Photoshopinto
smoking ruins
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