








POET’S CORNER

President Trump to Xi
and Putin: 'You're fired!”

A poem by Philip Kraske

I was glad to see Donald Trump’s gonna run,

To lend the race drama, great flair and some fun,

With his big ideas whose time has sure come,
Since he has a dream and not crap humdrum.
For campaign gravitas has of late gotten lame,

With Ben Carson, Ted Cruz and Jeb! (no surname).

The Don gave his talk and promised to return,
America its greatness, my biggest concern.
Greatness, you know, can be lost like keys,
Like a ball losing air or flowers their bees,
Turning the country into a big Cameroon,
Which far as I know put no man on the moon.

I particular liked his push for a wall,

Along the Mex border to keep down the squall,
Of mariachi bands and ladies in labor,

And paid for by Mexies like a good neighbor.
That’s called vision in Century Twenty-One,
Joining Reagan and Cesar with Atilla the Hun.
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Abroad our enemies will turn pussycat,

As The Donald to them will take a big bat,

Push them around and show them what’s greatness,
Bully them to respect us without any hateness.

And if Putin or Xi of him dare get tired,

Don’s just the one to tell them, “You're fired!”

Finally! This prince after we’ve kissed every toad,
To take superpowerdom out on the road.

He’s just what we need: a non-politician,

Neither tub-thumper nor thoughtful patrician.
But a billionaire leader as nobody’s been,

Who'll buy our country its greatness again

Philip Kraske lives in Madrid, Spain, where he teaches
English on a freelance basis and does some translation.
His four novels, of varied plots but centering on American
politics and society, began to appear in 2009.

His web site is http://philipkraske.com
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DRUGS HALT

Sunset of
the empire

Columbian defiance of the "'War on Drugs’ shows how US influence
In Latin America is plunging, writes Jeff Nygaard

“Plan Columbia’
was considered
an outstanding
success by

the State
Department, but
an unmitigated
disaster by others

he New York Times headline on May

15th read, “Defying US, Colombia

Ends a Drug Tactic.” The tactic to

which they refer has long formed a
part of the Clinton-era anti-drug program
known as “Plan Colombia.” That’s the Plan
which the Obama State Department consid-
ers an “outstanding success story” and hu-
man rights defenders consider “an unmiti-
gated disaster,” according to a recent article
by the North American Congress on Latin
America, or NACLA.

Part of the larger “War on Drugs,” which
was declared by Richard Nixon in 1971, Plan
Colombia included a regime of aerial spraying
of coca fields, apparently based on the long-
discredited idea that such “supply reduc-
tion” would somehow reduce cocaine use in
the United States. This despite the numerous
studies which show that “supply-side eradi-
cation efforts almost always fail to reduce the
supply of drugs or rates of drug use.”

There was a time when most countries in
the Western Hemisphere would do as they
were told by the United States, even when
what they were told to do was poisoning their
people and increasing violence in their home-
land. That’s how Empire works. But now, as
the Drug Policy Alliance noted in a 2014 arti-
cle, there is a “growing defiance across Latin
America at decades of US-driven, militarized
drug policy and its devastating consequences
for the region.” More evidence of this defi-
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ance rolls in every day, as this news item
from the middle of May illustrates.
Asreported by the Times and many others,
what happened in May was that Colombia an-
nounced that it would stop the aerial spray-
ing of the chemical glyphosate. Glyphosate
is the active (and carcinogenic) ingredient in
the Monsanto product known as RoundUp,
which has been the main (perhaps the only)
herbicide used in the coca-eradication cam-
paign. RoundUp is the world’s most widely
used herbicide, in part due to the demand
from the Colombian spraying. Perhaps all of
this has something to do with the fact that
Monsanto, according to the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists, “consistently outspends all
other agribusiness companies and interest
groups” in its Washington lobbying efforts.
The Times comments that “The decision
[to ban glyphosate] ends a program that has
continued for more than two decades, raising
questions about the viability of long-accepted
strategies in the war on drugs in the region.”
What it really raises questions about is the
ability of the US to call the shots in the hemi-
sphere. Indeed, the Times notes that “Before
Thursday’s decision, the United States had
pressed the Colombian government to con-
tinue the spraying program.” In the old days,
that would have done the trick. These are
not the old days.
It’s not just Colombia, either. An article
from June 2014 in NACLA’s Report on the
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Americas puts the recent Colombian deci-
sion in context:

“Since President Nixon first declared the
War on Drugs over 40 years ago, the US gov-
ernment has used its political and economic
muscle to dictate policies throughout the
region. Now the tables have turned as Latin
American countries have emerged as a driv-
ing force. Numerous factors have contributed
to the waning influence of Washington on this
and other policies. The surge in left-leaning
governments in countries such as Venezuela,
Ecuador, and Bolivia has challenged Wash-
ington’s historic patterns of unilateralism
and interventionism. The growing economic
influence of Brazil, the economic recession
in the United States, and the decline of US
foreign assistance have all contributed to this
trend. Interestingly, the reformist leanings
on drug policy do not break down on ideo-
logical grounds, with Guatemala’s right-wing
president joining left-wing presidents in Uru-
guay and Ecuador to advocate for an end to
prohibitionist drug policies, while left-wing
governments in Venezuela and Nicaragua
strongly support the status quo.”

The speed of the decline in US dominance
is indicated by a few quotations from the
NACLA article. First is Colombia’s Minister

DRUGS HALT

The so-called War
on Drugs, declared

of Justice and Human Rights, speaking to
the United Nations Commission on Nar-

cotic Drugs, who said that “Despite using  when the US

all of these measures [for drug eradication], = Empire was still
we have not, as is the case in the rest of the ~ near the height of
world, achieved the desired results” Speak- its powers, winds
ing to the same group, the Mexican repre- down

sentative asserted that “strategies to reduce
demand and supply...should not cause more
harmful effects than the damage...generated
by the demand and supply of drugs.” NACLA
notes that “Such statements would have been
unthinkable even two or three years ago. But
now, such concerns are routinely expressed
by sitting presidents and officials from key
Latin American countries.”

And so the so-called War on Drugs, de-
clared when the US Empire was still near the
height of its powers, winds down. How will
the national and international anti-drug bu-
reaucracy be dismantled? Or, will it? And
what will take its place? Whatever happens,
it looks like Latin America, not the United
States, may lead the way into the future.
CT
Jeff Nygaard is editor of Nygaard Notes —
http://nygaardnotes.org— where this article
was first published
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JUST AMEMORY
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(Left to right) Leslie James Pickering, Craig Rosebraugh and Elaine Close return to their Portland home after the FBI raid.

Radical time capsule

Michael l. Niman tells how the FBI returned computers and
typewriters and files to activist bookstore owner after 14 years

Their outfit
operated much
like many large
multinational
corporate PR
agencies. The
difference was in
the clients they
represented

long time ago I gifted a worn and

rather worthless car to a friend.

Though he intended to nurse my

old hooptie back to life, he wound
up abandoning it. Years later I stumbled
upon the car, embalmed in bird droppings
and wrapped in vines, tucked away in an-
other friend’s backyard. Finding it was like
finding a time capsule, ripe with artifacts
from my prior life, reemerging like a ghost
after two decades.

My reunion with my old car offers, at
best, a poor analogy for what Buffalo book-
store owner Leslie James Pickering must be
experiencing right now. But luckily for me,
it’s the best one I can come up with. When I
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try to empathize with Pickering, this is all 1
have to work with.

Pickering just received a shipment from
his prior life, by way of the FBI. A decade and
a half ago, Pickering lived in Portland, Or-
egon. He, along with his friend, Craig Rose-
braugh, operated from their house what can
best be described as a not-for-profit public
relations agency. Their outfit operated much
like many large multinational corporate PR
agencies, offering press releases and data in
support of their clients’ positions and ac-
tions. The biggest difference, beyond scale
and their lack of a profit motive, was in the
clients they represented.

Whereas the corporate outfits regularly
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represent ecocidal companies or warring
governments whose actions sometimes re-
sult in thousands of human deaths, Pick-
ering and Rosebraugh’s primary client was
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF).

The ELF was not an organization but an
ideological movement, ostensibly inspired
by the Deep Ecology movement personi-
fied by Earth First! in the 1980s and 1990s.
Earth First!’s mischievous tactics of direct
action included “monkey wrenching” the
machinery of environmental destruction,
through actions such as disabling bulldoz-
ers and degrading the economic value of
old growth trees by hammering large spikes
into them, making it too risky and not eco-
nomically viable to cut them down. The
ELF, however, took these tactics to another
level, exponentially raising the ante of what
they termed “direct action.” People claiming
the ELF banner, for example, torched a ski
resort, McMansions, a condo development,
and university laboratories where they be-
lieved GMO research was being conducted.

While Pickering and Rosebraugh claim
to have never participated in planning or
carrying out an ELF action, they were both
publicly sympathetic to the movement.
Their PR operation, which operated from
1997 to 2002, became known as the “ELF
Press Office,” maintaining a public address
where they received anonymous communi-
ques from the arsonists and vandals behind
many ELF-type actions. Pushing free speech
to its legal limits, they processed this infor-
mation for press dissemination, often ap-
pearing publicly to contextualize and an-
swer questions about ELF actions, much like
corporate PR people do for their clients.

During this period, as the ELF gained
notoriety destroying property, the FBI de-
clared them the nation’s top “domestic ter-
ror” threat. They issued this designation de-
spite fact that nobody was ever hurt in any
ELF action and that more dangerous move-
ments such as the anti-abortion and white
supremacist movements were specifically
targeting and killing people at that time -

albeit while posing much less of a threat to
corporate and development interests.

Running the press office made both Rose-
braugh and Pickering prime targets for the
FBI to investigate. Yet, to date, FBI investiga-
tions initiated more than 15 years ago have
failed to turn up any criminal connection
between Pickering and Rosebraugh and the
arsonists and vandals behind the ELF ac-
tions.

In January 2000, and again in April 2001,
FBI agents raided Rosebraugh and Picker-
ing’s home, which also served as the press
office. The second raid came shortly after
the pair issued press releases in connection
with an arson attack that burned 35 SUVs
in a nearby dealership. Both times, the FBI
agents seized computer equipment, jour-
nals, typewriters, photo albums, personal
papers, and other assorted items. According
to Pickering, the FBI provided no inventory
for the 2000 seizure and only a partial in-
ventory for the 2001 seizure. A few months
later, a representative from the agency con-
tacted Pickering and Rosebraugh, offering
to return their seized property. When the
pair turned up to retrieve their belongings,
however, agents only offered to return a re-
cycling bucket and its contents.

ELF actions were controversial among en-
vironmentalists who questioned the efficacy
of their tactics, feared that somebody could
get hurt or killed in one of their actions, and
argued that these actions could be used by
the government to justify further repression
of non-violent direct action environmental
and anti-corporate movements. While Pick-
ering hasn’t waivered in his support of ELF
tactics, he left the press office and stopped
doing PR for the ELF 14 years ago, roughly
one year after the second raid on his home.
In 2011, he was interviewed for the Academy
Award nominated documentary “If a Tree
Falls,” which told the story of the ELF. He
is still an activist today, often lecturing on
environmental issues. His bookstore, Burn-
ing Books, often hosts activist speakers and
films. Pickering has reinvented himself over

JUST AMEMORY

While Pickering
and Rosebraugh
claim to have
never participated
in planning or
carrying outan
ELF action, they
were both publicly
sympathetic to the
movement
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JUST AMEMORY

FBl investigations
initiated more
than 15 years ago
have failed to turn
up any criminal
connection
between
Pickering and
Rosebraugh and
the arsonists and
vandals behind
the ELF actions

Some of the seized press office equipment

the past 14 years as a soft-spoken family
man and a business owner - whose quiet
voice still speaks of revolution.

And the FBI still keeps an eye on Picker-
ing. In the summer of 2012, the Buffalo office
of the FBI allegedly started asking questions
about him. In April of this year, the Eugene
office of the FBI contacted Rosebraugh, tell-
ing him they were ready to return what they
seized from his and Pickering’s Portland
home 14 years ago. Or at least they were
ready to return the portion of the seized
property that they actually inventoried,
which, according to Pickering, amounts to
about one SUV of material, from a seizure
that filled at least three government SUVs.

The email from the FBI listed an inven-
tory of the property they were returning:
Mac, Dell, “Mini-Tower” [sic.] and “Domino
tower” [sic.] computers, a computer mouse,
a monitor, a keyboard, a Canon printer, a
Brother fax/scanner, a Umax scanner, a cell
phone, and IBM, Royal, and “Underwood
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Five” typewriters, which Pickering claims
he was using as part of a book arts project.
An FBI forensic examination of these arti-
facts provided what the agency terms “no
useful info.”

Michael Kuzma, who currently serves
as Pickering’s attorney, suspects the equip-
ment was seized “by design to cripple the
press office and crush the First Amend-
ment rights of these activists,” adding that,
“The FBI is no fan of free speech.” Kuzma
suspects that his client’s property was not
actually being studied as evidence for the
past 14 years but was “collecting dust.” The
seizure, he argues, “fits in with the purpose
of the FBI - historically to monitor and dis-
rupt political organizations they deem to be
subversive.” It’s being returned now, Kuzma
suspects, because “Leslie’s public speak-
ing activities, such as his recent European
speaking tour, has embarrassed the FBI - an
embarrassment because during his Power-
Point presentation he shows images of the
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You could say
these items have
aged like fine
wine, starting
their incarceration
as worn
equipment but
aging into historic
artifacts

Federal agent carries equipment from the house during the raid.

agents actually seizing the equipment 14
years ago.”

Pickering argues that the FBI “seems to
be this uncertain mix of extreme bureau-
cracy and extreme incompetency.” Hence,
he explains, “I'm not really even asking my-
self why they would suddenly release this
junk after 14 years,” adding that he’s not
“tormenting” himself by “searching for any
more unanswerable questions.” He does
point out, however, that his property was
ostensibly confiscated as part of the SUV ar-
son investigation, yet that crime was solved
almost a decade ago.

Unlike my car, which sat and rotted under
birds and vegetation, we don’t quite know
where these artifacts traveled over the past
14 years, who they touched, and what they
had to say. What did forensic investigators
think of the zeros and ones that populated
the seized hard drives and painted pictures
of the lives of Pickering, Rosebraugh, and
their roommates? What did they learn from

the computer mouse? Whose DNA coated
it? What sort of detritus was left on the
printer? What resins clung to the monitor?
These 14 years have not been kind to
Rosebraugh and Pickering’s property, ren-
dering all but the typewriters, which were
already obsolete, as antiques. On the other
hand, you could say these items have in-
stead aged like fine wine, starting their in-
carceration as worn equipment but aging
into historic artifacts. Put together into a
collection, as the FBI agents unwittingly
curated them, we can see something more
than obsolete junk. Together, this curated
collection gives us a tactile reminder of a
political time, place, and tactic, represent-
ing both the revolutionary fervor of the ELF
and the reactionary abuses of the FBI. CT
Michael I. Niman is a professor of
journalism and critical media studies at
SUNY Buffalo State.
His website is http://mediastudy.com
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DANNY SGHEGHTER’S FINAL BOOK:
FREE TO ALL COLDTYPE READERS

When he was diagnosed with cancer late last year, Danny Schechter, the News
Dissector, started a diary of his Medical Mystery Tour - telling of his fight against
the disease, his treatment and his feelings. This diary, with a moving final chapter
by his daughter Sarah Debs Schechter, was published as a 212-page ebook to
commemorate his birthday on June 27, exclusively for readers of GoldType.
Get your copy today by clicking on the link below

http://coldtype.net/Assets.15/pdfs/TopicofCancerFinal.pdf


http://coldtype.net/Assets.15/pdfs/TopicofCancerFinal.pdf

BOOKREVIEW / 1

Your problems
are our problems

Americans can learn as much from the UK experience as the British can
learn from what's happening in the United States, says Sam Pizzigati

e live in a trickle-down world,

or so insist our world’s richest

and those who cheer them on.

The grand fortunes our rich
amass, their story goes, eventually trickle
down and benefit us all. University of Ox-
ford social geographer Danny Dorling agrees
- up to a point.

We do live, as he relates in these pages,
in a trickle-down world. But what’s trickling
down brings most of us no benefit.

The reason? Wealth isn’t trick-
ling down from above. Myths are.
Myths that rationalize our young
century’s colossal concentration
of riches and power. Myths
Dorling calls them the “ideolo-
gies of inequality” - that aim
to justify injustice. i

For Dorling, our world’s
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behind injustice,” a disease
that binds the elitism, ex-
clusion, prejudice, and despair
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workers injured on the job, men of wealth
and power argued that workers insured
against disability would cut off their own
limbs to reap the rewards disability protec-
tion would provide.

“Injustice” exposes the myths that ratio-
nalize our income and wealth concentra-
tion.

Today’s rich and their hired hands sel-
dom get that crude. They spin much more
sophisticated myths. In “Injustice,” Dorling

examines - and exposes - them all.
Sometimes with figures and

charts. Sometimes with his-
tory. Sometimes with unre-
lenting logic.

A word of warning for
American readers: Injustice
invites you - expectsyou - to
take a leap out of your comfort
zone. The book includes plenty
of material about the United
States. But its pages also abound
with stories and stats from the
UK, that proverbial “other side of
the pond.”

that define our epoch. INJUSTICE: Dorling is, in effect, betting

Why do we let this inequality WhySocial - that Americans can learn as
define us? We have simply, Dor- Ineql.Jahty Sl much from the UK experience as
ling believes, imbibed too many Persists the British can learn from what’s
myths from those who lord over Danny Dorling happening in the United States.
us. A century ago, amid the strug- Policy Press A reasonable proposition from a
gle for social insurance to protect £9.98 (Amazon) readable book. CT

Wealth isn't
trickling down
from above.
Myths are.

Myths that
rationalize our
young century’s
colossal
concentration of
riches and power

Sam Pizzigati is
the editor of Too
Much Online

— http://toomuch
online.org—a
commentary

on excess and
inequality. He is the
author of “The Rich
Don't Always Win”
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BOOK REVIEW / 2

The 51-day genocide

David Swanson reads a powerful new book on Israels 2014 war on Gaza

The stories in the
US media focused
on Israelis’ fears.
The deaths of
Gazans were
explained as
intentional
sacrifices by

a people with

a “culture of
martyrdom”

who sometimes
choose to die
because it makes
good video
footage

ax Blumenthal’s latest
book, “The 51 Day War:
Ruin and Resistance in
Gaza, “tells a power-
ful story powerfully well. I can
think of a few other terms that
accurately characterize the
2014 Israeli assault on Gaza
in addition to “war,” among
them: occupation, murder-
spree, and genocide. Each
serves a different valuable pur-

with non-Jewish people liv-
ing on it. (Eighty percent of
Gaza’'s residents are refugees
from Israel, families ethni-
cally cleansed in 1947-1948.)
Yes, of course, Israel wants the
fossil fuels off the Gazan coast.
But it already has them. No, the
immediate goal of the Israeli war
on Gaza last year, like the one two
years before, and like the one four
years before that, would perfectly

,,,,,,

pose. Each is correct. THE 51-DAY fit a name like “The 51 Day Geno-
. . WAR: RUIN AND 1 .
The images people bring to cide.” The purpose was to kill. The
. . o RESISTANCE .
mind with the term “war,” univer- IN GAZA end was nothing other than the

sally outdated, are grotesquely out-
dated in a case like this one. There
is no pair of armies on a battle-
field. There is no battlefield. There
is no aim to conquer, dispossess,
or rob. The people of Gaza are already pre-
defeated, conquered, imprisoned, and under
siege -- permanently overseen by military
drones and remote-control machine-guns
atop prison-camp walls. In dropping bombs
on houses, the Israeli government is not try-
ing to defeat another army on a battlefield,
is not trying to gain possession of territory,
is not trying to steal resources from a foreign
power, and is not trying to hold off a foreign
army’s attempt to conquer Israel.

Yes, of course, Israel ultimately wants
Gaza’s land incorporated into Israel, but not
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Max Blumenthal
Nation Books
$14.15 (Amazon)

means.

In 2014, as in 2012 and 2008,
Israel again attacked the people of
Gaza, using weapons provided for
free by the US government, which
could be counted on, even standing com-
pletely alone, to defend Israel’s crimes at the
United Nations. Practicing what’s been called
the Dahiya Doctrine, Israel’s policy was one
of collective punishment.

The stories in the US media focused on
Israelis’ fears. The deaths of Gazans were ex-
plained as intentional sacrifices by a people
with a “culture of martyrdom” who some-
times choose to die because it makes good
video footage. After all, Israel was phoning
people’s houses and giving them 5-minute
warnings before blowing them up. The fact
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that it was also blowing up shelters and hos-
pitals they might flee to was glossed over or
explained as somehow involving military
targets.

But the Israeli media and internet were
full of open advocacy by top Israeli officials
of genocide. On August 1, 2014, the Deputy
Speaker of Israel’s Parliament posted on
his Facebook page a plan for the complete
elimination of the Gazan people using con-
centration camps, to take one of dozens of
examples.

And the whole thing was kicked off when
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu lied
that three murder victims might be still
alive, falsely blamed their kidnapping on
Hamas, and began raiding houses and mass-
arresting Gazans. Once Israel and the United
States had rejected out-of-hand quite rea-
sonable ceasefire demands from Hamas, the
war/genocide was on for 51 days -- with great
popular support in Israel. Some 2,200 Gazan
people were killed, over 10,000 injured, and
100,000 made homeless by a very one-sided
war.

Here’s a taste of how Blumenthal de-
scribes what happened:

“The two Red Crescent volunteers told
me they later found a man in Khuza’a with
rigor mortis, holding both hands over his
head in surrender, his body filled with bul-
lets. Deeper in the town, they discovered an
entire family so badly decomposed they had
to be shoveled with a bulldozer into a mass
grave. In a field on the other side of town,
Awad and Alkusofi found a shell-shocked
woman at least eighty years of age hiding in
a chicken coop. She had taken shelter there
for nine days during the siege, living off of
nothing but chicken feed and rain water.”

While every bombed school and hospital
was explained with the assertion that Gazan
fighters were hiding among “human shields,”
we meet Gazan people in Blumenthal’s book
who were literally held up as shields by Is-
raeli soldiers who shot at Gazans from over
their shoulders. People also had new nasty
weapons tested on them, including Dense

Inert Metal Explosives (DIME).

The people of Israel generally went along
with this war (with many admirable excep-
tions), and later reelected its architects.
Protests against the war were banned, and
various lies (including those about the three
murder victims that kicked it all off) were ex-
posed in a matter of days or weeks. No mat-
ter, the point was to kill people, and people
were killed. And no matter in Washington,
either, which kept the weapons flowing,
quite illegally.

Gaza launched some 4,000 rockets into Is-
rael, to little apparent effect -- rockets whose
total combined payload roughly equaled that
of just 12 of the missiles Israel was sending
into Gaza from its F-16s courtesy of the Land
of the Free.

The “international community” gathered
in Cairo on October 12, and diplomats “dis-
cussed the destruction of Gaza as though
it were the result of a natural disaster -- as
though the missiles that reduced the strip’s
border areas to rubble were meteors that
descended from outer space” There was
no way to discuss damage to both sides in
a manner that would make Israel’s actions
seem legitimate, even by the standards of
the “international community,” so they dis-
cussed the one-sided damage as if nobody
were responsible.

Is this where the United States is headed
culturally and with its own wars? One rea-
son to hope not is that opposing Israel’s wars
is one of the few places where US youth are
engaged in antiwar activism. Nonetheless,
there is reason for concern. The US has fol-
lowed the Israeli model of domestic policing,
of drone use, of assassination, and of propa-
ganda, and the Israeli lead in relation to Iraq,
Syria, and Iran. As the US military moves
more and more toward treating the world as
Israel treats Gaza, the world’s future comes
more and more into doubt. And there’s little
to suggest that Americans will oppose ac-
tions by their own government simply be-
cause they’ve previously opposed those same
actions by the government of Israel. CT
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The whole thing
was kicked off
when Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu lied
that three

murder victims
might be still alive,
falsely blamed
their kidnapping
on Hamas, and
began raiding
houses and
mass-arresting
Gazans

David Swanson is
an author, activist,
journalist, and radio
host. He is director
of WorldBeyondWar.
org and campaign
coordinator for
RootsAction.org.
Swanson’s books
include “War Is A
Lie.?

He blogs at http://
DavidSwanson.

org and http://
WarlIsACrime.org
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